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INTRODUCTION 

Hinduism, as the ancients conceived it, was a 
great University o f Religions, where they studied 
Nature in a scientific and systematic form, found- 
ed their schemes of Philosophy on its essential 
laws, reared their systems of Religion on both, 
and applied them to the use of the average man in 
his work-a-day life, 'j They believed that there was 
a Science of Life, that there was one Law made 
manifest in many forms, governing the universe; 
and so, by extending the truths of the Known 
to the Unknown, they constructed their 
theories of this and the other world, — compre- 
hending all that the human mind can under- 
stand or imagine. And he who entered the por- 
tals of this great University and studied the Law 
of Life in a systematic and scientific manner, 
was a Hindu. All truth arises from doubt; 
we ask questions when we think ; and all know- 
ledge is born when, not knowing, we wish to 
know. We begin with denial or doubt, and 
end with conviction of truth ; but to come to 
this conclusion we must pass through a number 
of stages of thought. This must necessarily 
be so when we attempt to study the whole 
universe, and the origin and end of things. 
The problem is so vast, that it cannot be 
examined from a single point of view ; and the 
different ways in which we can make the 
attempt, give us the different schemes of Hindu 
Philosophy and Religion. We might deny .6'r 
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doubt even the existence of God ; we might 
associate him with Nature in the creation of 
life, or regard him as the sole creator of the 
universe, — but so long as we make an attempt 
to study the question in a proper manner, we are 
Hindus. ^ And so atheists and agnostics, dualists, 
qualified Monists, and pure Monists, — Jainas, 
Buddhists, (Saivites and Vaishnavites — are all 
Hindus, because they all belong to one brotherhood 
of thought, and their systems of religion constitute 
but different stages in the attainment of Truth 
in a scientific and systematic form,^ As in a 
great University we have different Faculties and 
courses of study, different examinations and 
degrees, to mark the scholar’s attainments, — 
matriculation, the Intermediate stage, the 
Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees, and finally 
the doctorate, — and all students, from the low- 
est rung of the ladder to the highest landing, 
claim the University for their alma mater, even 
so was it with Hinduism as it was originally 
conceived ; and all those who belonged to this 
great University of Life and were prepared to 
study its problems under proper discipline were 
Hindus. Those, however, who were outside its 
pale, were not Hindus, even though they might 
accept its conclusions, because they could not 
understand the different stages through which 
we must pass to attain to the ultimate Truth. 
Hinduism is perhaps the oldest religion existing 
in the world and has passed through many vicis- 
situdes through its long and chequered history, 
and it should hardly cause surprise that its 



INTRODUCTION xix 

original conception has been altered through 
the lapse of years. But its systems of Philoso- 
phy and Religion, as described in the Sacred 
Books, are still unchanged ; and, though actual 
practice can seldom conform to principles, we 
may still find in the daily worship of the Hindus 
to-day the basis of essential ideas as originally 
conceived. Indeed, there is no religion in the 
world which receives the atheist and the agnos- 
tie as well as a believer in God equally into 
its fold ; and that is because atheism leads to 
agnosticism, and the latter to dualism ; and 
thence we rise to qualified Monism, and end in 
belief in God as the sole supreme creator of the 
universe. This is the fundamental idea of Jainism 
and Buddhism, ^Sfaivism and Vaishnavism as we 
have explained. 

But is it possible to study Religion in a scien- 
tific manner ? We are often told that Religion 
begins were Science ends, that it is a matter 
of faith and not reason, and that it is impossible 
to reconcile things that are contradictory in their 
fundamental conception. But the ancients 
believed that the human mind cannot be satis- 
fied unless Science, Philosophy and Religion 
are harmonized into one great whole, — the univer- 
sal Law of Life ; and that is their conception 
of Sanatana Dharma or Eternal Religion, which 
teaches us how to rise from atheism and agnosti- 
cism to pure belief in God. Indeed, no other 
religion in the world can convert an atheist or 
agnostic into belief in God ; nor do we get a 
proper definition of God anywhere el^e* 
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, Tlie ancients believed that there is one great, 
fimdamental, creative energy of Life, making itself 
manifest in five different ways,— (1) Super r-eleotric 
energy, (2) Heat, (3) Electrie energy, (4) Magnetic 
cftcrgy with a north, or south-seeking, pole, and 
(5) Magnetic energy with a south, or north-seek- 
ing, pole. The higher is transformed into . the 
lower ; and to complete the whole cycle of energy, 
the last is again merged in the first, and life conti- 
nues without end. They held that these five 
energies constitute all forms of manifest life in the 
universe, and in Man they correspond to his ( 1 ) 
Soul, (2) Buddhi, (3) Mind, (4) Senses of Know- 
ledge and (5) Sen.ve'- o Action, respectively. On 
the basis of these five they reared their five 
great systems of Philosophy,— Vedanta, Yoga, 
V’^aiseshika, Nyaya and Sankhya, with the Parva 
Mimansa as a connecting link between them and 
constructed, according to their scope and range of 
thought, their four great systems of Religion,— 
Vaishnavism, /Saivism, Buddhism and Jainism, 
with the Tantra or <5akti worship as a connecting 
link between them. It is these five creative ener- 
gies that are personified in the Gods hymned in the 
Vedas, and the same idea is expressed in different 
ways in all other Sacred Books of the Hindus. 
’This has been explained in the previous Volumes ; 
but it is necessary for the reader to bear it clearly 
in mind, because it is this that is rendered in! the 
Mahabharata in Story -form. The whole idea has 
l^een explained to be as follows: — 
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We have observed that the ancients reconciled 
Science with Philosophy and Religion, and it is 
important to remember how this was done. If we 
study Nature aright, wo see that it has unmeasured 
vastness and limitless power ; at the same time it 
is governed by a J^aw which is uniform, beneficent, 
and just, and makes for the creation and conti- 
nuance of life without end. This is what the 
ancients described in one word as Sacrifice, and 
this, is the essence of their idea of God. If we 
believe in Sacrifice in connection with Nature, we 
transform it into God. In other words, God maj-^ 
be defined as Nature ch,aracterized by Sacrifice; 
and it was by this means that they harmonized 
Science with Philosophy and Religion. 

As in a great University we have different 
methods of imparting knowledge, so have we in 
Hinduism or the Univ.ersity of Religions in their 
bearing on Life. We may ha Am a scientific and sys- 
tematic treatment of the whole subject of inquiry. 
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or we might vary the method according to the cha- 
racter of the subject and the capacity of the 
student. Hence we might make use of direct 
explanation, or symbols of Art, or Story -form. 
The last is perhaps the simplest and most popular, 
though not without dangers peculiar to the method, 
and we still attempt to interest children in the 
truths of Science by means of stories adapted for 
the purpose in our own days. The Puranas and the 
Epics of Ramayana and the Mahabharata are just 
such attempts to impress the fundamental truths 
of Science, Philosophy, and Religion in Stor3’^-form; 
and the reader can now see for himself how far 
this is really true at least in the case of the 
Mahabharata. 

In order to assist the reader in arriving at a 
conclusion on the subject, it might be convenient 
to suggest a few tests that might be applied to 
the work. ^ The Mahabharata is said to be a picture 
of all systems of Hindu Philosophy and Religion 
rendered in Story-form, making use of the ancient 
method of Letter-analysis and all the symbolism 
that occurs in the Sacred Books of the Hindus. 
Hence, the reader should make sure that the 
description of the method of Letter-analysis, as 
given in the First Volume, is correct, and it is pro- 
perly applied in interpreting terms in this and the 
following Volume. The fundamental idea of all 
systems of Hindu Philosophy and Religion is 
given in the Second Volume, and there we have 
the Ascending and Descending Scales of Thought 
by means of which we can go up and down the 
yrhole range of these systems. The reader should 
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see that this description is correct, and we have 
a proper picture of it in the Epic. A description 
of the symbolism used in the Upanishads and other 
Sacred Books of the Hindus is given in the Third 
Volume, and the reader should satisfy himself as 
to its correctness and proper application in the 
Mahabharata. In other words, he should see that 
(1) the names of persons and things are properly 
analysed according to the ancient method of 
Letter- analysis, and really give us ideas of Philo- 
sophy and Religion; that (2) these ideas can be 
supported by the authority of the Sacred Books 
themselves; that (3) the whole scheme is & picture 
of Philosophy, and consistent from beginning to 
end ; that (4) the same name of a hero or god, — 
Krishna, Arjuna, Varuna, Vishjiu, Indra, etc. has 
the same significance throughout all Sacred Books, 
from the Vedas downwards ; and that (5) we 
begin from the lowest system of thought and rise 
by stages to the highest, and then, to complete the 
whole cycle of thought, come down in the same 
manner once more. It is only when the reader 
has satisfied himself and on all these points that 
he can come to the conclusion that the Epic is 
really a picture of all systems of Hindu Philo- 
sophy and Religion in Story-form. It is now 
possible for him to decide the question for himself. 

The Method of Letter-analysis has been 
explained in detail in the First Volume, and a 
reference has been made to it in the Third. As it 
depends for its application on the meanings 
attaching to letters of the Sanskrit alphabet, it 
would be convenient to give them here once more. 



xxiv THE MYSTERY OP THE MAHABHARATA. 

It is also necessary to have an elementary know- 
ledge of Sandhi rules, which tell us how vowels 
and consonants are changed in combination; but if 
the reader is not aware of these, he might trust 
that this part of the work has been properly done. 

Vowels. 


A, A 

Heart-energy, God, Soul, or Buddhi 
its first manifest form ; a particle 
of negation. 

A 

A little; leading to or associated with; 
like, related to ; a sign of feminine 
gender. 

I, 1 

Mind; to arise from, approaching to. 

I 

A sign of feminine gender. 

U, U 

I’he Senses of Knowledge; and. 

u 

Woven with. 

Ei, Ri 

The Senses of Action. 

Lri, Lri 

Prakriti or Nature as universal 
mother, characterized by creative 
action. 

E, Ai 

To come near. (E is usually broken 
into its component vowels, A and 
I, Ai is the elongated form of E). 

0, Au 

Water, Prakriti, or Nature. (0 is 
usually broken into its component 
vowels A and U. Au is its 
lengthened form). 

Consonants. 

K 

The first creative energy of life, Puru- 
sha (God) or Prakriti (Nature); 
Soul; Buddhi ; body. 

Kh 

Mind, the Senses of Knowledge. 
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G Th« Senses of Knowledge. 

Gh The Senses of Action, 

Gn The objects of the senses. 

Ch The Mind, the Moon. 

Chh Ether; Senses of Knowledge; tremu- 
lous. 

J The Senses of Action; place of mani- 

festation or birth. 

Jh Wind; Action. 

Jn Ether; a jingling sound. 

T The Senses of Knowledge; sound. 

Th The Senses of Action; the objects of 
the senses. 

D Air; Prakritic or physical energy of the 
Heart; Prakriti or Nature. 

Dh An object of the senses; a dog. 

N Heart-energy conceived as physical or 
Prakritic; Soul or God; Buddhi 
characterized by strength. 

T The Senses of Action; that which. 

Th Food, support, preservation. 

D An offering, a Sacrifice; to give. 

Dh Mind; keeping, holding. 

N The Senses of Knowledge. 

P Wind; Action; the objects of the senses. 
Ph Prakriti, manifest life. 

B Water; Prakriti (Nature^. 
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Bh Mind; Prakriti (name of Venus); 24 

topics of the Sankhya. 

M The Senses of Knowledge; Mind or 

Moon; knowledge; 25 topics of 
Philosophy; the Soul. 

Y Buddhi; he who. 

R Buddhi; Mind or Desire; the Senses of 

Action. 

L The ten Senses of Knowledge and 

Action; the five Senses of Action 
and their five objects. 

V Water or Prakriti. 

S The Senses of Knowledge; Mind; 

Buddhi; resting place. 

Sh The Mind; the number six. 

S God; Soul; Heart energy made mani- 

fest as Mind; he who. 

H The last energy of creation, — God or 

Prakriti, more generally the latter; 
Buddhi. 

Visarga A symbol of Purusha or God. Destruc- 
tion. 

Anusvara A symbol expressive of the union of 
Purusha and Prakriti, or God and 
Nature. 

A perusal of these pages will show how far the 
Mahabharata is really a picture of all systems of 
Hindu Philosophy and Religion. Nor can there be 
any doubt that it was intended to be so by its 
author or authors; for we are told in the ver^ 
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opening chapter of the Epic that Vyasa composed 
this holy history after arranging the Vedas and 
other Sacred Books of the Hindus, and there it is 
said that it contains the truths of, and is to be un- 
derstood as a great commentary on, all of them. The 
whole work is divided into 18 Parvas or sections, 
and each Parva is again sub-divided into minor 
Parvas. A Parva in Sanskrit means “a knot, 
joint, limb, member; a break, pause, division, 
section; the step of a stair-case, etc. etc.” It will be 
found on examination that a Parva has all these 
meanings in the Epic. It is a section of a book; 
it marks a division of a system of thought; it is 
a link or knot between different systems; and it is 
a step by means of which we can go up and down 
the stair-way of thought. The original Parvas of 
the Epic are but different steps to indicate defi- 
nite stages in the progress of Man from one system 
of thought to another, and we have followed them 
strictly in explaining its idea as a picture of 
Philosophy. 

^ We have observed that the Mahabharata is a 
conflict as well as a harmony of all systems of 
Philosophy and Religion. There are five great sys- 
tems of Philosophy, and, in order to explain their 
connection and conflict, they are grouped into 
four great systems of Religion, — Vaishnavism, 
/Saivism, Buddhism and Jainism. The first conflict 
is between Jainism and Buddhism, for the former 
corresponds to Sankliya-Nyaya, and the latter to 
Nyaya-Vaiseshika, and so they have both their 
points of contact and conflict. Then the second pair 
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k Buddhism and ^Saivism ; but, as Buddhism 
oorresponds to Nyaya-Vai^eshika, and (Shaivism to 
Nyaya-Vakeshika-Yoga, there can be no real con- 
flict between them, and we get rather a division 
(of the kmgdoni) of thought between them. The 
next pair after that is /Saivism and Jainism, and 
there can easily be a conflict between them, and 
that is the second contest between Man and his 
opponents ( the Gambling Match ). The next 
pair is ^aivism and Vaishnavism ; but there is 
very little fundamental conflict between them. 
Then lastly we get the greatest opposition 
between Buddhism and Jainism on one side, and 
Vaishnavism on the other ; and that is the last 
great “ war ” ( the Battle of Kurukshetra ) 

between Man and his enemies. Vaishnavism corres- 
ponds to Vedanta- Yoga- Vaiseshika, and Buddhism 
and Jainism to Vaiseshika-Nyaya-ASankhya; and 
so they have both their points of contact and 
conflict. It will be found on examination that 
it is this that is pictured in the Story of the 
Mahabharata*7)and here it would be convenient 
to give a brief summary of the whole as it is 
explained in this and the following Volume J 

I. ^DI PARVA. 

We begin with a brief reference to the essential 
idea of the Epic ( I* ), and then proceed to per- 
sonify Purusha and Prakhti in the different 
systems of thought, for the whole idea is to be 
understood in their light (II). Then, as we have 

*The figures in brackets refer to Chapters in this and the 
following Volume. 
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to show how Man can rise from the lowest to the 
highest stage of thought, we must personify the 
birth of Man on our planet Earth. But prior to 
Man, or the Animal Kingdom, is the birth of the 
Vegetable Kingdom, and that has to be per- 
sonified, especially as it gives us the basis of 
the creative energy of Prakriti in the Sankhya 
system of thought ( III and IV). Then we have 
to personify different systems of Philosophy and 
Religion, and, as we must begin always at the 
bottom of the scale, we have to deal first of all 
with Jainism and Buddhism (V) ; and we see 
that the idea of Sacrifice is the connecting link 
between them (VI). Then Man has to start from 
Jainism and come up to Buddhism (VII). In 
order, however, to understand the connection and 
conflict between different systems of thought, 
we must place Man in Jainism, and his oppo- 
nents in Buddhism ; then, while Man should 
rise to higher systems of thought, his opponents 
should remain where they are. Man has now 
risen to Buddhism like his opponents ; but 
Buddhism is a part of /Jaivism, and so he wishes 
to rise to that system. To prevent this, his 
opponents desire to send him back to Jainism, 
the system of his birth; and this is the first conflict 
between Man and his opponents. But Man knows 
how to rise from Jainism to Buddhism through 
Sacrifice, and so cannot be confined to Jainism 
(VIII). 

Buddhism is a part of <Saivism, and Man rises 
to the latter system through the idea of Sacrifice, 
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As >Saivism is a stepping stone to Vaishnavism, 
he gets an idea of this system too (IX). As Man 
is now established in /S’aivism, which includes 
Buddhism, the kingdom of thought is divided 
between him and his opponents ( X ). Man 
realizes that he needs to understand the character 
and functions of Prana or vital Breath (XT), after 
which he thinks that he is properly established in 
/Saivism (XII). 

II. SABHA PARVA. 

Man has understood the whole structure of 
-S'aivism (XIII), and now it is necessary that he 
should examine it in relation to both Buddhism 
and Jainism (XIV). Be finds that, though 
Buddhism is included in (S'aivism, Jainism is radi- 
cally different ; and in a contest between 
Jainism and *S'aivism, it is the former that 
succeeds (XV). The Digambara school of Jainism 
holds that all actions, including those conceived 
as a Sacrifice, must be renounced. If Jainism 
is allowed to prevail, the opponents of Man, 
who are Buddhists, must renounce their own faith, 
for they too believe in Sacrifice. Hence, if they 
wish to hold their own, they cannot allow Jainism 
to succeed against /S'aivism, and must agree that 
acts of Sacrifice should be performed (XVI). 

III. VANA PARVA. 

But Man has not proved the truth of /Saivism 
by means of direct evidence, and so he must go out 
into the world to seek for fresh facts in his support. 
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He can hold that acts of Sacrifice may he per- 
formed, and that is the Nyaya point of view. He 
has to begin from this and try to rise to higher 
roaches of thought (XVII). From Nyaya he must 
go to the Vaiseshika (XVIII), and thence to Yoga, 
first as the highest limit of /iS'aivism or Yoga-Vaise- 
shika-Nyaya (XIX), and then as the centre of 
Vaishnavism or Vedanta-Yoga-Vaweshika, and 
that is Visish^udvaita or qualified Monism (XX). 
Then he must realize not only the true character 
of the Soul, but of Buddhi, Mind and the Senses 
too, in the light of this system (XXI); after which 
he would be in a position to take stock of the pro- 
gress he has made (XXII). 

Man is now established in Yoga, Yoga-Vedanta, 
or qualified Monism, where Buddhi is identified for 
practical purposes with the Soul. But Buddhi is 
also spoken of as Mahat and regarded as the first 
manifest form of Prakriti in the S'tnkhya. What 
is the difference between these two forms of 
Buddhi ? (XXIII). Wo see that the whole 
difference relates to the idea of Sacrifice, and so it 
is necessary to see if the pure Sankhya admits of 
Sacrifice in any measure or form (XXIV). After 
that we need to examine the idea of Sacrifice in 
Buddhism and Jainism, as distinguished from its 
counterpart in Vaishnavism (XXV). To prevent 
any further confusion, Man must make himself 
thoroughly conversant with the idea of Sacrifice in 
the whole range of Vaishnavism, — that is in 
Vaiseshijka, Yoga, and Vedanta (XXVI). Then we 
see how the idea of Sacrifice in the pure Sankhya 
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can be linked up with its counterpart in Vedanta 
(XXVII); and this concludes the knowledge of 
Man established in qualified Monism or Yoga- 
Vedanta (XXVIII)* 

IV. VIRATA PARVA. 

After Yoga- Vedanta, Man must attain to pure 
Vedanta (XXIX), and explain haw the idea of 
Sacrifice in this system is different from what it ia 
in Buddhism and its allied systems (XXX)., Then 
he would be in a position to prove the truth 
of Vedanta (XXXI). But pure Vedanta belongs 
to the realm of the unmanifest ; and in the region 
of the manifest Man has to remain satisfied with 
qualified Monism or Yoga-Vedanta (XXXIl). 

V. UDYOGA PARVA. 

But it is not possible for all to accept the truth 
of Man’s position without question, for there are 
other rival systems with an equal claim. It », 
therefore, necessarv to examine their different 
points of view (XXXTII). In order to understand 
them aright, let us consider the points of agree- 
ment between them (XXXIV). We see that it is 
possible to convert at least some Buddhists to 
Vaishnavism, for Buddhism believes in a certain 
measure in God (XXXV) ; but it is not possible to 
satisfy all at once (XXXVI). It is, therefcare, 
necessary to have a full-dress debate, and for this 
each system must preserve its own individuality 
and not allow itself to be merged into another 
^thout definite proof. We begin with the idea of 
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Sacrifice. We have seen how it can be harmonized 
with its counterpart in Vedanta, but we must not 
allow this to be done at this stage (XXXVIf); nor 
must we admit that Food, the creative energy of 
Prakriti in the Sankhya, can bo offered as a Sacri- 
fice to the Soul of Man established in Vedanta 
(XXXVIII). We have now to examine the 
different systems of Philosophy and Religion, and 
it would be convenient to review their different 
points of view (XXXIX). 

VI-IX. BH/SHMA, BROVA, KARVA, AND 
^ALYA PARVAS. 

We have now to examine all systems of Philo- 
sophy and Religion from different points of view, 
and so must prepare for a full-dre.ss debate (XL). 
Once again it would be convenient to make a brief 
survey of all, and see the points of contact and 
conflict between them (XLI). Buddhism and 
Jainism are arrayed against Yoga-Vedanta. 
Nyaya is the centre of Buddhism and Jainism 
(Sankhya-Nyaya- Vaiseshika), and so the fiist con- 
flict is between Nyaya and Yoga-Vedanta, and we 
see that the latter succeeds (XLII). After Nyaya 
comes the Vakeshika, and against this too Yoga- 
Vedanta succeeds (XLIII). This is followed by a 
contest between the creative energy of Prakriti in 
the Sankhya and Yoga-Vedanta, and here too it is 
the latter that wins (XLIV). The three systems, 
Sankhya, Nyaya, and Vai^eshika — have been ex- 
amined separately in relation to Yoga-Vedanta or 
qualified Monism, and now they are combined into 
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pairs as Sankhya-Nyaya (Jainism) and Nyaya- 
Vaiseshika (Buddhism), and Yoga- Vedanta 
comes out victorious against both (XLV-XLVI). 

X. SAUPTIKA PARVA. 

We see that we rise from a lower to a higher 
system by means of the idea of Sacrifice, and so 
it is necessary to examine it from all points of 
view (XLVII). 

XI. STR7 PARVA. 

This enables us to sec Prakriti in relation to 
God in its proper light (XLVIII). 

xn. /Sf^NTI PARVA. 

After the great debate is over, it is advisable 
to review all the great systems of Philosophy and 
Religion once more. We begin with Jainism, then 
go up to Buddhism; after that we rise to <Sfaivism, 
and understand its relation to Vaishnavism 
(XLIX). 

XTII. ANU^ASANA PARVA. 

After this we must understand the essence of 
Vaishnavism, culminating in pure Vedanta(L). 

XIV. A^VAMEDHA PARVA. 

We see yet once more that the essence of the 
idea of God lies in Sacrifice (LI). 
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XV. *4.mAMA\MSIKA PARVA. 

This completes the Ascending Scale of Tli ought 
from Sankhya to Vedanta or Jainism to Vaish- 
navism, and now we must grasp the idea of the 
Descending Scale as well, and see how, when we 
abandon the idea of Sacrifice, we decline from a 
liigher to a lower system. The first lapse is from 
Vaishnavism to >Saivism in this way (LII). 

XVI. MAUSALA PARVA. 

Then, if we reject the idea of Sacrifice still 
more, we decline from uS'aivism to Buddhism and 
Jainism, when the very idea of God as the chief 
creator of the universe is destroyed, and we hold 
that it is Prakrit! who creates (LIII). 

XVII. MAH^PRASTHJNA PARVA. 

Man has gone through both the Ascending and 
Descending Scales of Thought, and now it is time 
for him to pass (LIV). 

XVIII. SVARG.4R0HANIKA PARVA. 

There is a higher world than ours, and though 
here Man may decline to Buddhism and Jainism, 
and see things awry, there at least Truth lives for 
ever in its essence as it is, and Man beholds it ac 
last in the bosom of God (LV). 

This, in brief, is the essence of the Epic. I do 
not think it is necessary to apologise for pixblishing 
this work. My only regret is that all the Volumes 
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could not be issued simultaneously. The work 
was conceived as a whole, but could only be pub- 
lislied in parts; but now the whole idea ean be 
grasped in its entirety. If the Mahabharata is 
really a picture of systems of Philosophy and 
Religion, all other Sacred Books of the Hindus 
must be interpreted in the same light, and it 
would be difficult to realize the effect of this on 
our thoughts and theories of life. Hinduism is a 
universal Religion, expressive of the Law of Life; 
and here we have Truth, sweet and simple as a 
fairy tale. And now 


Let Truth alone prevail, 
B 3 ' Life’s eternal Law. 


loth. July, 1934. 


N.V.T, 



THE EXPLANATION OF THE EPIC 


PART I. 



A WONDROUS STORY 


A Wondrous Story of the Bharat race, — 

A picture of the Law of Life and Love, 
Within us and without, around, above, — 

The light we see in each new form and face 

We play as little children on the sands. 

And gather shells, and listen to the tales 
In orient echoes borne across the vales, — 

Of ancient people from forgotten lands, — 

Who dived into the secrets of the stars. 

And probed the mystery of Night and Day, 
And gazed into our hearts with human eyes : 

Is this a language of their deadly wars. 

Or else the Senses and the Soul at play, — 

The voice of God we hear in Sacrifice ? 



THE CHARACTERS IN THE EPIC 
AND THE IDEAS THEY PERSONIFY 


(The figures in br.ickots refer to the pages of this Volume where 
these names are explained) 


Abhimanyu 

(191) 

Adhiratha (64) 

Adrika (22) 
Agni (197) 


Amba (42) 
Ambalika (iS) 
Ambika (43) 
Arjiina (85) 

^5vaj}ati (338) 

Asvasena (205) 

Asvatthaman 

( 100 ) 


Egoism or Abhimana. 

Anxiet 5 '’ for the preservation of 
the body. 

Prakriti in general. 

The deity of Biiddhi as the 
highest point of <S^aivism or 
Yoga-Vaiseshika-Nyaya. 

The Prakriti of the Sankhya. 

The Prakriti of Nyaya. 

The Prakriti of the Vai.9eshika. 

Pram or Breath as the vehicle 
of the Soul; the Soul. 

The Mind as the lord of the 
Senses. 

The body of the Senses of 
Action, or the Sankhya. 

The Mind as associated with the 
Senses of (Knowledge a ad) 
Action. 


Babhbtjvahana Imagination born of the Mind 
(187) associated with Pra/ia or Breath. 
Balarama (123) Mind as associated with the Senses 
of Action and Prana or Breath. 
Ballava (364) The Mind as associated with 
Prana and animating the 
Senses. See Bhtma. 

Bharadvaja A sage of the Vaiseshika based on 
(98) the character of the Mind. 
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Bharata (332) The Purusha of the Sankhya or 
the Digambara school of 
Jainism. 

Bhtma (83) The Mind of Man. 

Bhishma The Purusha of Nyaya in all its 

(38-39) aspects. 

Brahma (29) The deity of Buddhism >md 
Jainism (Sankhya - Nyaya- 
Vaueshika). 

Chiteasena Imagination. 

(292) 

Chitrangada The Purusha of Nyaya. 

(40) 

Chitrangada Prakriti personifying Chit or the 

(186) Mind as associated with the 

Senses. 

Chitravahana The Mind associated with the 
(186) Senses of Action. 

Damayanti Creative Sacrifice or self restraint. 

(297) 

Dasaratha A believer in the Sacrifice of the 

(330) Senses of Knowledge and Action. 

Devaki The Prakriti of Nyaya or Sankhya- 

(124-12)) Nyaya. 

Dhananjaya (85) See Arjuna. 

Dharma (82) The deity of Vaiseshika or Yoga. 

Dhaumya (156) A teacher of /Saivism (Yoga- 
Vaisesh ika-Ny ay a) . 

Dhrishfadyumna The Sacrifice of the Mind and the 
(151) Senses of Knowledge as in 

•Saivism. 

Dhritarashfra The Purusha of Buddhism. 

(47) 

Draupadi (153) The Sacrifice of the Mind and the 
Senses and their objects, lead- 
ing to God. 
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Drona (99) 

Drupada 

(103-104) 

Doftsala 

(53,323) 

Du&sasana 

(131) 

Duryodhana 

(84) 

Dyaus (32) 
Dyumatsena 
(339) 

Gandharva 

(144) 

Ganga (29\ 
Gaaesa (12) 


A teacher of Buddhism 
(Vaiseshika-Nyaya). 

A believer in the Sacrifice of the 
Senses and their objects. 

The Prakriti of Buddhism. 

One who holds that all life is an 
evil. 

The Purusha of Buddhism. 

The diety of Nyaya. See Bhishma. 

A follower of Nyaya. 

A believer in Buddhism and 
Jainism (»9ankhya - Nyoya- 
Vaiseshika). 

The Prakriti of Nyaya. 

The deity of Buddhism in its own 
character and as a }»art of 
/Saivism. 


Gandhori (51) 
Gautama (94) 
Ghafotkacha 
(144) 


The Prakriti of Nyaya. 

A follower of Nyaya. 

The Mind as associated with the 
Senses, and the Senses as asso- 
ciated with one another. 


Ghritachi (98) The Prakriti of the Vaiseshika. 
Girika (21) The Prakriti of the Vaiseshika. 
Granthika (355) The body with the largest 
number of knots (Arm). See 
Nakula. 


Halayuuha 

(123) 

Hant^man 


(302) 


The Mind as associated with Prana 
and Prakriti. See Balarama. 
Buddhi woven with the Mind 
and the Senses of Knov ledge. 
A believer in /8'aivism or Yoga- 
V aiseshika-Nyoya. 
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Hi(2amba (141) The Mind as associated with 
Prakriti. The Vaiseshika in 
Buddhism (Vaiseshika-Nyaya). 

Hidimba (142) The Prakriti of the Vaiseshika in 
Buddhism, but ultimately 
converted to Saivism. 

Indea (20, 85) The deity of Buddhi, Yoga, or 
Yoga-Vedanta (Visish^advaila 
or qualified Monism). Self- 
conscious Prana or Soul. 

Janamejaya a person who believes in 

(10) Buddhism and Jainism, but 

desires to know the truth of God. 

Janapadi (96) The Prakriti of Sankhya-Nyaya or 
Buddhism. 

Jarasandha A believer in Buddhism and 

(216) Jainism. 

Jayadratha A believer in Buddhism and 

(322) Jainism. 

Kaikbyi (330) The Prakriti of the Sankhya. 

Kanka (353) What is Buddhi? See 
Yudhishdiira. 

Kansa What is God? An agnostic. A 

(216-217) Jaina or a Buddhist of the 

Hinayana school. 

Kama (60) Food, grain, seed; semen virile 
or the physical energy of the 
Heart; creative energy of 
Prakriti in the Sankhya. 

Kausalya (330) The Prakriti of the Vaiseshika. 

Kjchaka (361) What is Mind in relation to 
Prakriti? A believer in the 

Mahayana school of Buddhism. 

Kripa (94) A toacher of Jainism or the 

Sankhya. 

Kripi (94) The Prakriti of the Sankhya. 
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Krishna The supreme creator of the 

(25, 161-164) universe in the light of 
Vaishnavism (Vedanta-Yoga- 
Vaiseshika). 

Krishna (150) See Draupadi. 

Kunti (60) The Prakriti of the Sankhya (and 
its allied systems), 

Kuvera (214) The deity of the Vakeshika. 

Lakshmana The Purusha of Vakeshika-Nyaya 

(352) or Buddhism in itself and as a 
part of /S'aivism or Yoga-Vake- 
shika-Nyaya. 

Lomasa (298) The Mind associated with the 
Senses of Knowledge and Action. 

Madri (73) The Prakriti of Nyaya. 

Mahabhisha (26) The Purusha of Buddhism and 
Jainism. 

Mahadeva (i.85) The deity of the Mind. See Siva,. 

Mahendra (281) See Indra. 

Markandeya A teacher of iSaivism in relation 
(308) to Vaishnavism. 

Maya (205) A believer in Nyaya. 

Nakula (86) The Hands of Man. 

Nala (297) A follower of Jainism or San- 
khya-Nyaya. 

Nandini (34) The Prakriti of Nyaya. 

Narada A sage of Buddhism and Jainism. 

(181, 213) The Sacrifice of the Senses, lead- 
ing to the Mind. 

Narayana (4) The deity of Yoga-Vedanta or 
qualified Monism. 

Pandava Bro- 
thers (87) Five parts of one Man. 
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Pondu (48) The Purusha of Buddhism and 
Jainism, but more specially of 
Jainism. 

Parasara (24) The Purusha of Buddhi or Yoga. 

Pratikamin He who knows all about Desire, 
(246) the special characteristic of the 
Mind. 

Prishata (104) A follower of Buddhism and Jain- 
ism. 

Badha (65) Creative energy making for success 
in Action ; Prakriti of the San- 
khya, ch<aracterized by the phy- 
sical energy of the Heart. 

Rama (332) The Purusha of the Vaiseshika in 
the Dualist school of Vaishnavism. 

Havana (335) The Purusha of Jainism and the 
Hinayana school of Buddhism. 

Rohint (125) The Prakriti of Nyoya-Vai^cshika 
or Buddhism. 

Rudra (281) See *Siva. 

Sahadeva The Legs of Man. The Purusha of 

(86, 219) Nyaya. 

Sairandhn The Sacrifice of the Mind and the 
(356) Senses. See Draupadi. 

Samkarshana Prana as united with the Soul. 
(193) See Balarama. 

Sarasvati (5) The Prakriti of the Sankhya, cha- 
racterized by the energy of the 
Heart. 

Satyabhama Prakriti associated with Buddhi. 
(307) 

Satyavan (330) Buddhi first as Mahat, as in the 
Sankhya and its allied systems^ 
and then as in Yoga. 
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Satyavati (23) The Prakriti of /Shaivism or Yoga- 
' Vaiseshika-Nyaya. 

Savitri f338) Prakriti characterized by the 

energy of the Mind and the 
Senses, leading to the idea of 
God. 

Sita (334) Prakriti of the Mind and the 

Senses, leading to the idea of 
God. 

Subhadra (189) Prakriti of the Sankhya, having 
Mahat or Buddhi for its first 
manifest form. 

Sudeshna (356) The Sacrifice of the Senses of 
Knowledge. 

Sumitra (330) The Prakriti of Nyoya. 

Siwarman (369) The Mind as associated with the 
Senses of Knowledge and Action. 

Sutasoma (192) The Mind made manifest. 

i^AKUNi (62) A follower of Jainism or Sankhya- 
Nyaya. 

(Salva (44) Piirusha as in the Sankhya. 

8a\ya. (73) A follower of Jainism or Sankhya- 
Nyoya. 

jS^antanu (37) The Purusha of Buddhism and 
Jainism (Sonkhya-Nyaya-Vaise- 
shika). 

jSaradvat (96) A believer in Jainism or Sankhya- 
Nyaya. 

<S^amgaka (206) Desire, charcteristic of the Mind. 

/ifatakarma 193) A hundred ( indefinite number ) 
actions. 

iS'atantka (193) The body that brings a hundred 
things (Hands or Arms). 

i9atrughna (332) The Purusha of Jainism or Sai^* 
khya-Nyaya. 
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^S'aunaka (269) A teacher of all systems of Philo- 
sophy from Nyaya upwards, cul- 
minating in the knowledge of 
God. 

/Sikhawdin Prakriti transformed into Purusha 

(153-154) through Sacrifice. 

iSisupala (217) An advocate of Jainism or San- 
khya-Nywya. 

<Siva (285) The deity of ^Saivism, having 
the Mind, as the centre 
of this system (Yoga-Vaiseshika- 
Nyaya). 

(Srutasena (193) The body that is wov^en with 
motion (Feet or Legs). 

Tantipala Legs as protectors of Feet. See 
(355) Sahadeva. 

Ulupi (184) Prakriti or creative energy signify- 
ing that the Senses of Know- 
ledge and Action are woven with 
their objects. 

Uparichara (19) The Purusha of »Saivism, 

Urvasi (293) Prakriti or creative energy 
according to Jainism or Snn- 
khya-Nyrtya. 

Uttara (371) The Mind as greater than the 

Senses. 

Uttara (377) The creative energy of the Mind 
which is greater than the Senses. 

Vaisampayaka a person who has been converted 
(8-9) from Jainism into true belief in 
God. 

Vaka (145) One who holds that Prakriti is the 
chief creator of life. 

Varuwa (34, 200) The deity of the Sankhya, Water 
pr Prakriti. 
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Vasishiha (34) A sage of the Vaiseshika. 

Vasus (20,31) Eight children or divisions of Pra- 
kriti, — Buddhi, Egoism, Mind, 
and the five elements. 

Vasudeva (124) The father of Krishna. The lord 
of all that are born of Prakrit! , 

V«yu (84) The deity of Prana, Breath or vital 
Air. 

Vichitravirya The Purusha of the Vaiseshika. 

(41) 

Vidura (48) The Purusha of the Vai.seshika in 
all its aspects. 

Viraia (351) A believer in Buddliism and Jain- 
ism, but ultimately converted to 
Vaishnavism. 

Vishnu (326) The sole supreme creator of the 
universe. See Krishna. 

Vriddhakshatra The Mind as a.ssociated with the 
(322) Senses of Knowledge and Action. 

A believer in Buddhism and 
Jainism. 

Vrihannala The Sacrifice of Buddhi, leading to 
(365) the Soul. See Arjuna. 

Vrikodara (83) See Bhima. 

Yama (214) The deity of Nyaya. 

Yudhish<hira The Buddhi or Reason of Man. 

(81) 




I. ADI PARVA 


CHAPTER I 


INTRODUCTORY 


1. Invocation. 2. Tho Sacrifice of the Snake. 3. Vy<7sa and 
Gane.va. 4. The Character of the Mahabh^^rata. 


A Summary. 

We begin the Epic with a brief description 
of its essential idea and character. We have to 
proceed from the known to the unknown, and start 
at the bottom of the scale. We must, therefore, 
examine first of all tlie character of the Senses of 
Knowledge and Action, which form the basis of 
Sankhya-Nyaya, or tho Jaiiia system of religion, 
and understand the cliaracter of Nature or Pra- 
kriti, which is regarded as the supreme creative 
energy of life in this system. When we have done 
so, we shall understand the idea of God. (Invoca- 
tion). 


If we examine Nature or Prakriti, we see 
that it is governed by a system or law. We then 
realize that there is a moral purpose in its order; 
that it is the same in its action to all; that, what- 
ever happens, the stream of life flows on for ever, 
and that the evolution of Nature is meant for the 
benefit of Life itself. This is the essential idea of 
Sacrifice, — selfless and ordered action meant for 
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the benefit of all; and it is this that gives us the 
idea of God in the universe. (The Sacrifice of the 
Snake). 

The proof of our ability to understand the idea 
of God lies in our power to convince those who 
have partial and hazy notions about it. (Vyasa and 
Ganesa). 

The Mahabharata explains the character of 
Nature or Prakriti, and leads, through the idea 
of Sacrifice, to God. It is a comprehensive work, 
dealing with the whole problem of Man in relation 
to Nature and God. (The Character of the Maha- 
bharata). 


1. Invocation. 

“Having saluted Nara and Naruyana and also 
Sarasvate, let us cry ‘Success!’ ” This invocation 
occurs at the commencement of every Parva of the 
Mahabhorata and also a number of other Sacred 
Books of the Hindus. If we interpret this verse in 
the light of the method of Letter-analysis, we see 
that it means that we have to start at the bottom 
of the scale, with an examination of the Senses of 
Knowledge and Action (Nara); then alone we 
can proceed to the idea of God conceived as char- 
acterized by the energy of Buddhi and the Soul 
(Narayawa). We have also to understand the idea 
of Nature or Prakriti, conceived as characterized 
by the physical energy of the Heart born of Food 
(Sarasvati); and when we have done all this, we 
shall be able to understand the Truth, and so be 
crowned with success. 
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Nara. — Nara* (Na, ra) means “(ra) the Senses 
of Action associated with (na) the Senses of Know- 
ledge.” We have explained that corresponding to 


* The analysis of words into syllables and 
letters, — the basis of the method of Letter-analy- 
sis, — follows in general the system of Pawini, the 
most celebrated of Sanskrit grammarians. But 
there might be a few cases which do not appear 
to come directly under his rules. They do not, 
however, conflict with his system or any other 
system of Sanskrit grammar: and, in any case, 
they would be treated as Kavi-prayoga or Arsha- 
prayoga, poetic license or archaism —easily allowed 
to Vyasa, the celebrated author of the Mahabha- 
rata and other Sacred Books of the Hindus, and 
the most eminent of the ancient poets in Sanskrit. 
In some cases, on the other hand, syllables are 
combined with other syllables, letters or roots on 
the analogy of the substitutions and changes which 
take place when certain words or roots are formed 
into compounds. These changes usually take place 
in the final syllables; but sometimes the first sylla- 
bles are also changed; nor is there any objection 
to such changes taking place at an intermediate 
stage. In any case, a poet cannot be denied the 
privilege of making them at all stages, provided 
there are definite instances of such changes occur- 
ring in compounds in their first or last .syllables 
(Cf. Pamni’s rule ‘‘Prishodaradfni yathopadish- 
fam.” Siddhanta Kaumudi, 1034; Ashtodhyayf, 
VI, hi, 109). 

A list of such changes is given in Sir Monier 
Williams Sanskrit Grammar (pp. 344-347); and the 
reader may examine this method of Letter-analysis 
in the light of the rules of grammar relating to 
compounds of all kinds, — substantives, adjectives, 
numerals, i)repositions, verbs and adverbs (MWG. 
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these we have Sankhya-Nyaya or the two schools 
of Jainism (MM. II, 148-180; 326-338). We have to 
utter the wordNara first of all; and that means that 
we have to begin first with the Senses of Knowledge 
and Action, or Sankhya-Nyaya, or the two schools 
of Jainism, in our quest of Truth. 

Narayana . — Narayana (N, a, r, a, ya, wa) means 
“ (wa) Heart-energy or Soul, which is greater than 
Buddhi, associated with (ya) Buddhi, (a) related to 
(r) the Senses of Action (a) leading to (na) the 
Senses of Knowledge.” 

Narayana refers, therefore, to God charac- 
terized by the energy of the Soul and Buddhi, and 
associated with the Senses of Knowledge and 
Action. In other words, he signifies that God-con- 
sciousness is to be attained through sense-percep- 
tions and culminates in Buddhi and the Soul. Wo 
have examined the connection between Buddhi and 
the Soul and shown how the two are sometimes 
identified. (MM. 1. 65, 67-68). 

Arjuna and Krishna as Nara and Narayana . — 
The word Nara is applied to Arjuna and Nara- 
ya»a to KTish?za in the Mahabharata. As we shall 
see, Arjuna personifies Breath or Pra/ia as the 
vehicle of the Soul and in the end identified with 
the Soul itself ; while Krishna is the Supreme Soul 
of the universe, present in each individual being. 
We have to begin at the bottom of the scale, and. 


pp. 324-533). A few instances might be mentioned 
here. Akshi (an eye) is changed to Aksha in the 
compoued; adhvan (a road) to adhva; anas (a cart) 
to anasa; ahan (a day) to ahna; ap (water) to fpa; ; 
irma (a wound) to frman; and so on. (Cf. Commen- 
taries on Ashtodhyayf and Siddhanta Kaumudi; 
Yaska’s Niriikta and Durga’s Commentary : 
“Varnagamo varnaviparyanascha ; dvauchaparau 
varnavikaranasau;” etc. 
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if our interpretation be correct, Arjuna, as Nara, 
must refer to Prawa or Breath as the energy of 
the Senses first of all, — and wg have seen that 
Prana, in the Upanishads is conceived in a very 
wide significance, as embracing the Senses and the 
Mind (MM. II, 222-225); and then he has to rise to 
the conception of the Soxil, of which Prana or 
Breath is the vehicle. When tliis happens, we see 
that he is identified with Narayawa or Kri,sh^^a, 
and the two are said to be alike. 

Again we have seen that the theory of San- 
khya-Nyaya or the two schools of Jainism is based 
on the character of the Senses, while the Soul refers 
to Vedanta. As we have to proceed from the 
known to the unknown, Man must first of all be 
placed in Jainism, and then rise to Vedanta. As 
we shall see, this as the plan of the Epic. 

Sarasvali. — Sarasvati, as we have explained, 
personifies Nature or Pi'akriti, conceived as possess- 
ing the phj^sical energy of he Heart, correspond- 
ing to which we have vital energy or semen virile 
arising out of Food in Man. (MM. I, 347-348). 

The Idea of the Invocation . — The idea of the 
whole verse is that we have to understand the 
significance of “Nara,” “Narayana” and “Saras- 
vati,” and then alone shall we succeed in our quest. 
In other words, all knowledge is from the known to 
the unknown, — from Nature or Prakriti to God, 
from the Senses to the Soul, from Sankhya-Nyaya 
to Vedanta, or Jainism to Vaishnavism. 

2. The Sacrifice of the Snake. 

The Author of the Epic. — We are told 
that the Story of the Mahabharata was composed 
by Vyasa, and recited by Vak-arapayana at the 
Sacrifice of the Snake, held by Janamejaya. This 
gives us the essential idea of the Epic in another 
form . 
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Mahabharata. — The Mahabharata (Maho, bha- 
rata) is generally supposed to be “a great Story of the 
Bharata race;” but it really means “an examination 
of the problem of life from Sankhya to Vedanta.” 
In other words, we have to proceed from the 
known to the unknown, or from Nature to Nature’s 
God. The Sankhya conceives of all life as created 
by Nature or Prakriti; and, proceeding from this, 
we have to understand the character of God. This 
is the subject-matter of the Mahabharata. 

Mahabharata . — The word Mahabharata (Maha, 
a. bharata) means “(Maha) Mahat (a) leading to 
(bharata) Bharata.” 

The word Maha is used for Mahat (MWD. p. 794), 
which is identified with Buddhi in the Sankhya, and 
conceived as the highest creative energy of life. 

Bharata in the datapath a Brahmana signifies 
Breath or Prawa (MM. I, 331, n.l), conceived as 
the vehicle of the Soul, the basis of Vedanta. (MM. 
[1,118, seq.). 

Maha-a-bharata means, therefore, that we have 
to proceed from the idea of Mahat, the highest crea- 
tive energy of the Sankhya, to Bhorata, Pran-a or 
the Soul, the highest creative energy of Vedanta. 
In other words, we have to rise from the Sankhya 
to Vedanta; and this is the subject-matter of our 
Epic. 

Bharata Race . — The Kauravas and Pawdavas 
are both said to belong to the Bharata race; and 
then the term is generally applied to India too. 
In this connection also we have to understand the 
word Bharata as signifying Breath or Prana; and 
we have seen how Prana refers to the Senses as well 
as the Soul. Both the Kauravas and Pandavas 
believe at first in the philosophy of the Senses ; that 
is, they arc Buddhists and Jainas; and then, while 
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the Kauravas continue to believe in Buddhism, the 
Pandavas rise to Vedanta, based on the character of 
the Soul. It is in this way that they both belong 
to the Bharata race. 

Vyasa. — V yasa is said to be the author of the 
Epic ; but Vyasa is not the name of a person. 
He is supposed to have arranged all the Vedas, 
and written a number of Purawas, and the Epic of 
the Mahabharata. No single human being can do 
all this work. 

The word Vyasa really signifies that “we have 
to commence with the idea that all life is created 
out of the union of the male and the female; and then 
we have to go on to the idea of God as the sole 
Creator of life.” We have to proceed from the 
known to the unknown; and we see around us that 
all life, at least in its higher forms, is created out 
of the union of the male and the feifiale. Starting 
from this, we have to understand the idea of God, 
or the supreme Male, as the one Creator of the 
universe. Vyasa, as the author of a large number 
of Sacred Books of the Hindus, signifies, therefore, 
that this is their subject-matter, viz., that we have 
to proceed from Dualism to Monism of God. 

Vyasa and Buddhi. — We have explained that 
Saivism is based on the theory that the universe 
is created out of the union of Purusha and 
Prakriti; while Monism is characteristic of Vaish- 
navism or Vedanta, holding that it is God alone 
who creates. Now Buddhi is the highest energy 
of Naivism (Yoga-Vaiseshika-Nyaya*, or Buddhi- 
Mind-Senses-of-Knowiedge), and it is also for 
practical purposes identified with the Soul, the 
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basis of Vedanta As the word Vyosa signifies 
how we can proceed from one to the other, he may 
be said to be a connecting link between them, and 
so would personify Buddhi, the basis of Yoga, and 
identified for practical purposes with the Soul. 

Vyam . — Vyasa (V-y, a, sa) means “ (V-y) the 
union of V and Y, signified by the conjunct conso- 
nant, (a) leading to (sa) God.” 

Again, the letter V signifies Prakriti, and Y the 
Purusha of Buddhi; and so the conjunct consonant 
V-y refers to the union of Pnrnsha and Prakriti, 
It is this union (V-y) that leads to (a) the idea of 
God (sa). This is the meaning of the word Vyasa. 

The Sage Vais amp ay ana. — We are told that 
the Story of the Epic was recited by the sage 
Va Barn pay ana at the Sacrifice of the Snake, 
held by king Janamejaya. This means that if we 
wish to undei’stand the essential idea of the Epic, 
we must begin at the bottom of the scale, viz., 
Sankhya-Nyaya or Jainism ivith its belief in Nature 
or Prakriti as the creator of life, — and then, 
through the idea of Sacrifice, proceed to V'^edanta, 
holding that it is God who creates. 

Vaisampayana is one who has succeeded in 
understanding this, and so it is he who recites the 
Story of the Epic. 

The next point is that we must understand 
the idea of Sacrifice, by means of which alone we 
can rise from a lower to a higher system of thought. 
Indeed, we can grasp the idea of God only when 
we realize that the world itself is governed by a 
law, which deals with all alike, which is meant for 
the benefit of all, and which preserves life as a 
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whole though individuals may perish. This is the 
ancient idea of Sacrifice; and it is only when we 
believe that this world of Nature lives and moves 
and has its being through Sacrifice, that we can 
understand the idea of God. This is the Sacrifice 
of the Snake, at which Vaisampayana recites the 
Story of the Epic. 

Janamejaya. — When a person, who believes in 
Nature as the chief creator of life, associates with 
it the idea of Sacrifice, he comes to believe in God. 
He attains to Truth and so achieves success. This 
is Janamejaya. 

V aisampayana . — The word Vaisarapayana is 
derived from Visampa (MWD. p. 1029), which is 
composed of Vi.?am and pa. Visam is the accusa- 
tive form of Vis, from which Vaisya is derived 
(MWD. p. 989). Now we have explained that the 
Vaisya caste corresponds to the Senses of Knowledge 
(MM. I, 284, 286), and Vis or Visam would refer to 
the Senses of Knowledge too. Then pa signi- 
fies the five Senses of Action, or their objects. 
Hence Visam-pa or Vaisampayana is “one who 
signifies the Senses of Knowledge and Action;” 
and, as Snrnkhya-Nyaya or the Jaina system of 
thought is based on the character of the Senses of 
Knowledge and Action, Vaisampayana personifies 
this system of thought. 

Vyasa Directs V aisampayana. —We are told 
that Vyasa himself directed Vai<9ampayana to re- 
cite his Story of the Mahabharata. Vyasa, as we 
have seen, personifies Buddhi in the Yoga system of 
thought identified, for practical purposes, with the 
Soul. He personifies, therefore, Yoga- Vedanta or 
qualified Monism ; and it is he who directs Vaisam- 
payana (Sankhya-Nyaya or Jainism) to expound 
the Story of the Mahabharata, which tells us how 
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we can rise from Jainism to Vaishnavism. In 
other words, Vaisarapayana is one who originally 
believes that Nature is the chief creator of life, 
that is, he is Jaina; and then through Sacrifice he 
understands the idea of God and comes to believe 
in qualified Monism, holding that it is God who 
creates, and Nature is but a spectator of his work, 
or has at best but a small share in the creation 
of life. 

The Sacrifice of the Snake . — We have 
explained that Sacrifice is creative and selfless 
action, performed for the benefit of all; and it is 
this that gives us the idea of God and enables us to 
rise from a lower to a higher system of thought. 
Then we have explained that the Serpent is the first 
manifest form of the universe as it emerges out of 
Brahraa7i(fa or the Golden Kgg (MM. I. 114, seq). 
The Sacrifice of the Snake means, therefore, that 
the whole manifest universe ^Snake) is conceived as 
characterized by Sacrifice. In other words, we come 
to associate the idea of Sacrifice with Nature, and 
hold that its action is creative and selfless, and 
meant for the benefit of all. It is this that gives us 
the idea of God; and in this way we come to associ- 
ate the idea of God with Nature. And when we 
do so, we can rise from Jainism to Vaishnavism, or 
from belief in Nature to faith in God; and so the 
Story of the Mahablmrata is recited at the Sacrifice 
of the Snake 

Janamejaya . — Janamejaya (Ja, na, ma, i, 
jaya) means “(Jaya) Success associated with (i) the 
IVlind and (ma) the Senses of Kr owledge, and (na) 
the Senses of Knowledge associated with (ja) the 
Senses of Action.'’ Corresponding to the Mind and 
the Senses of Knowledge, we have the two schools of 
Buddhism, while corresponding to the Senses of 
Knowledge and Action, the two schools of Jainism. 
Hence Janamejaya is “one who believes in Buddhism 
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and Jainism, and desires to attain to success or 
Truth.” He can do so only through the idea of 
Sacrifice in the universe, which will lead him from 
Nature to Nature’s God. And so he performs a 
Sacrifice of the Snake (universe) and hears the 
Story of the Mahabharata. 

The Son of Parikshit . — Janamejaya is said to be 
the son of Parikshit, the son of Abhimanyu and 
grandson of Arjuna. As we shall see, Arjuna per- 
sonifies Prana or Breath as the vehicle of the Soul, 
and afterwards identified with the Soul itself when 
it functions in endless Sacrifice. Abhimanyu is 
Abhimana or Egoism, which is an aspect of the Soul 
(Arjuna) when it is still linked up with the objects 
of life. And so he is the son of Arjuna (Soul) and 
Subhadra, the sister of Krishna or God, per- 
sonifying Prakriti or manifest life. Then Abhiman- 
yu (Abhimana or Egoism) is wedded to Uttara, 
the daughter of Vira<a, and she too personifies 
Prakriti, signifying that when we have Egoism wo 
are always tied to objects of life. The child of 
this union is Parikshit, which means literally 
“spreading round” (MWI). p. 592.) In other 
words, when Egoism (Abhimanyu) associates itself 
with Prakriti or the manifest world (Uttara), it 
sees all life spreading round (Parikshit). Then this 
world of life that spreads around (Parikshit) tells 
us that Nature is the chief creator of life, and 
so we get the two schools of Buddhism and Jain- 
ism (MM. II, 252, seq.y, and that is Janamejaya, 
as we have explained. And he can rise to higher 
forms of thought only by associating the idea of 
Sacrifice with the manifest universe, or the Sacri- 
fice of the Snake. 

3. Vyasa and Ganesa. 

Vyasa and Brahma. — We are told that Brahma 
appeared before Vyasa after he had composed the 
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Epic in his mind, and we have explained that 
Brahma is the deity of Buddhism and Jainism 
(MM. II, 302-305). Vyasa personifies Yoga-Vedanta 
or qualified Monism, holding that God is the chief 
creator of life and Nature is either a spectator of 
his work, or has but a small share in it. This is 
the very antithesis of Buddhism and Jainism, and 
so Brahma is interested to know how this can be 
established. 

Ganesa and Vyasa. — Brahma asks Vyasa to 
call upon Gawe^a to write down the poem, and 
the latter personifies Buddhism. In other words, 
if Truth be Truth, it must remove Falsehood; and 
so if Yoga-Vedanta or qualified Monism be correct, 
it must convince those who hold the verj’^ opposite 
view, viz., Buddhists. 

Gane.sa writes down THE PoEM.— Gawesa 
agrees on condition that there would be no break 
in his writing. In other words, he stipulates that 
the whole idea should be consistent throughout, 
and that there should be no break anywhere. 
Vyasa accepts this condition. 

Oanesa . — Ganesa (Gana, i, 5a) means “(sa) the 
Senses of Knowledge and (i) Mind (gawa) as 
a multitude.” 

The Senses of Knowledge and Mind refer to the 
two schools of Buddhism and Naivism, and so 
Ganesa signifies a multitude of Buddhist and 
Naivite beliefs. The idea of Ganesa as the son of 
Niva and Parvati has already been explained 
(MM. II, 288-290). 
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4. The Character of the Mahabharata. 

The Character of the Mahabharata. — The 
character of the Mahabharata is described in the 
Epic itself. It is a story of the essence of the 
Vedas, Upanishade, Pnrawas and other Sacred 
Books of the Hindus. It is a book of universal 
knowledge, relating to all that can be known by 
Man; and it has a mysterious meaning which can 
be understood only in the light of the Sacred Books 
themselves (MM. I, 5). It is a narrative of the 
progress of Man from atheism and agnosticism to 
theism, from Jainism and Buddhism to Vaishnav- 
ism, and the corresponding systems of thought. 
In other words, it is an Encyclopaedia of the 
ancients. We shall see in the course of these pages 
how far this claim is really true. 



CHAPTER II 

THE BIRTH OP HEROES 
OR 

SYSTEMS OF PHILOSOPHY PERSONIFIED 

6. The Story of Uparichara. 6. The Birth of Vyasa. 7. The 
Court of Brahma : Mahabhisha and Ganga. 8. Prat/pa and Ganga. 
9. S'antanu. 10. 5antanu and Ganga. 11. Bh/shma or Dyaus. 
12. .7antanu and Satyavat/. 13. Chitrangada and Vichitrav/rya. 14. 
Amba, Ambika and Ambalika. 15. The Niyoga of Vyasa. 16. 
Dh^'itarash^ra, Vandu and Vidura. 17. The Marriage of the Princes. 
18. Gandhari. 19. One Hundred Sons and one Daughter of 

Dhritarash/ra. 

A Summary. 

We have seen how, in our examination of the 
systems of Hindu Philosophy, one of the sim- 
plest ways is to begin with <Saivism (Yoga-Vaise- 
shika-Nyaya), the centre of all principal systems, 
holding that all life is created jointly by Purusha 
and Prakriti or Nature and God. (The Story of 
Uparichara). 

Then we have to understand the dual idea of 
Purusha and Prakriti in ^Saivism (Yoga-Vaiseshika- 
Nyaya) and examine its connection with qualified 
Monism, Yoga, or Yoga-Vedanta, holding that God 
is the chief creator of life and Nature is either a 
spectator of his work, or has but a small share in it. 
(The Birth of Vyasa). 

After we have understood the character of 
/Saivism, we must understand that of Buddhism 
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and Jainism, or Sankhya-Nyaya-Vaiseshika, giving 
the pride of place to Prakriti as creator. As Nyaya 
is the centre of this system, we have to understand 
the character of Prakriti in Nyaya with special 
care. ( The Court of Brahnn : Mahabhisha and 
Ganga). 

In order to construct a Story as a narrative- 
picture of systems of Philosophy, it is necessary to 
personify these systems, that is to say, represent 
their idea of Purusha and Prakriti in terms of 
Men and Women acting in the world. This can 
easily be done as Purusha or God is personified as 
Man, and Nature or Prakriti as Woman. 

We have to proceed from the known to the un- 
known and begin at the bottom of the scale ; and 
so we must personify Buddhism and Jainism or 
Sinkhya-Nyaya-Vai.'jeshika, holding that Prakriti is 
the chief creator of life, but not denying the exist- 
ence of God. We have to personify the Purusha 
of this system. But he cannot be the Purusha of 
the pure Sankhya or the Digambara school of 
Jainism, which has no place for God (Purusha) in 
its scheme, and so he would really be the Purusha 
of Nyaya-Vakseshika, or the two schools of Bud- 
dhism and the (Svetambara school of Jainism. 

( /Santanu ). 

Then we have to understand the character of 
Prakriti in Nyaya, — the centre of Buddhism and 
Jainism or Sankhya-Nyaya-Vaiseshika, — and under- 
stand the nature of its union with the Purusha of 
this system. ( Sfantanu and Ganga ). 

After this we must understand the character of 
Purusha in the pure Nyaya as distinguished from 
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Nyaya-Vaiseshika. ( Bheshma or Dyaus ). 

We havre seen the Praknti of Nyaya. Let us 
now understand the character of the Prakriti of 
Nyaya-Vaiseshika or the two schools of Buddhism 
as they are included in ^Saivism ( Yoga-Vaiseshika- 
Nyaya); and let us see how this Praknti can be 
united with the Purusha of Nyaya-Valseshika. 
(>8'antanu and Satyava^* ). 

Nyaya is based on the character of the Senses of 
Knowledge, and Vaiseshika on that of the Mind; 
and when the Purusha and Prakriti of Nyaya- 
Vaiseshika are united together we get the idea of 
the Senses of Knowledge and Mind respectively. 
(Chitrangada and Vichitrav/rya ). 

We have personified the Purusha of Nyaya 
(Bhishma), and then of the Vaiseshika ( Vichitra- 
virya ). Let us see what is the nature of their 
union with Prakriti. The Purusha of Nyaya exists, 
but only as a spectator of Prakriti ; he cannot have 
any creative contact with her. ( Bhishma remaihs 
unmarried ). 

The Purusha of the Vaiseshika is always asso- 
ciated with Prakriti. Now there are three aspects 
of Prakriti, — characterized by the physical energy 
of the Heart, and that is the Prakriti of the pure 
Sankhya; the Prakriti of Nyaya based on the 
character of the Senses of Knowledge; and the Pra- 
kriti of the Vai.9eshika based on the character of the 
Mind. The Prakriti of the pure Sankhya acknow- 
ledges no Purusha or God, and so the Purusha of 
the Vaiseshika can have nothing to do with her. 
But the Vakeshika is based on the character of 
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the Mind, which is usually associated with the 
senses, and it is for this reason that the Mind is 
spoken of as a sixth sense itself. And so the 
Purusha of the Vaiseshika (Vichitravirya) can be 
associated with two Prakritis, — of Mind and the 
Senses of Knowledge. ( Ainba, Anibika and Amba- 
lika ). 

But the Purusha of Va’seshika, in both iSaivism 
(Yoga-Vai^eshika-Nyaya ) and Buddhism ( Vaise- 
sliika-Nyoya ) is really not creative. The Vaise- 
shika has three aspects, related to each of 
the three principal systems of l^hilosophy and 
Religion. In Buddhism and Jainism ( Sankhya- 
Nyaya-Vaiseshika ) it holds that Prakrit! is the 
chief creator of life and the share of God is smaller 
than hors; while in ^Saivism ( Yoga-Vaiseshika- 
Ky«ya) it believes that the share of the two is 
equal ; and so in both these systems Purusha or 
God is not more creative than Prakrit!. Hence, 
though he is associated with Prakrit!, he cannot 
really create. (Vichitravirya dies without issue). 

We notice that it is only when we come to the 
Yoga stage that we hold that God creates more than 
Prakriti; and so it is only the Purusha of Yoga who 
can create. (Vyasa is called to help). 

But the Purusha of Yoga should be united with 
the Prakriti of Yoga; and it is only then that the 
issue can personify the Yoga system of thought. 
But if the Purusha of Yoga (Vyasa) is united with 
the Prakriti of the Vaiseshika (Ambika) or of 
Nyaya. (Ambalika), there is a lapse from or negation 
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of Yoga. This is particularly so if the union of 
Purusha and Prakriti is characterized by fear or 
pain, for that is a negation of Sacrifice; and we 
have seen that we rise from a lower to a higher 
system by means of Sacrifice, and when Sacrifice 
is denied, we sink from a higher to a lower stage. 
(The Niyoga of Vyasa). 

When the Purusha of Yoga (Vyosa) associates 
with the Prakriti of the Vaiseshika (Ambika), and 
Sacrifice is denied and there is pain in this union, 
the issue goes down by one stage on the side of 
each parent, and so personifies Vaiseshika-Nyaya 
or Buddhism. (Dhritarashfra). 

Similarly when the Purusha of Yoga (Vyasa) 
associates with the Prakriti of Nyaya (Ambalika), 
and Sacrifice is denied, the issue goes down by one 
stage on each side, personifying Vaiseshika on the 
one and Sankhya on the other. (Pandu). 

When, however, the Purusha of Yoga (Vyasa) 
is associated with Prakriti of a lower order, but 
there is no denial of Sacrifice, the issue can go down 
only by one stage on the father’s side, and so 
personifies the Vaiseshika. (Vidura). 

As Purusha must have an appropriate Prakriti, 
we have to provide the latter iii the case of all the 
Purushas we have personified. (The Marriage of the 
Princes). 

The Purusha of Buddhism or Vaiseshika-Nyaya 
(Dhritarash^ra) has an appropriate Prakriti. (Gan- 
dhari). 

But, for reasons already explained, this Purusha 
cannot really create; and so once again the Purusha 
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of Yoga (Vyasa) must come in to assist. As a 
result of this we have innumerable forms of 
Buddhist thought, all based on the idea of Prakriti 
as the chief creative energy of life. (One hundred 
Sons and one Daughter of Dhritarashfra and 
Gandhari). 

5. The Story of Uparichara. 

Uparichara. — All knowledge is from the known 
to the unknown. In this connection we have 
observed that if we were to construct for the first 
time a Story as a picture of all systems of Philo- 
sophy and Religion, we would probably commence 
with the world around us, where we see how all 
life, at least in its higher forms, is created out of 
the union of the male and the female. Beginning 
with this, we have to find out whether it is the Male 
or the Female, God or Nature, who is the ultimate 
creator of the universe. In other words, we should 
have to commence with /S'aivism (Yoga-Vaiseshika- 
Nyaya), which holds that all life is created out of 
the union of Purusha and Prakriti, and then see 
whether it is Vaishnavism or Jainism that contains 
the ultimate Truth. This central system of 
thought, or (Saivism, is personified by Uparichara. 

Uparichara . — The word Uparichara (Upari, 
cha, ra) means “ (Upari) what is above (cha) the 
Mind and (ra) the Senses of Action.” 

We have seen that the system of thought whose 
range extends from the Mind to the Senses of Action 
is Sonkhya-Nyaya-Vaiseshika, to which Jainism and 
Buddhism correspond. Above this is ^aivism or 
Yoga-Vaiseshika-Nyaya ; and so Uparichara, who 
IS “ above the range of the Mind and the Senses of 
Action,” personifies /Saivism. 
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The Story of Uparichara, with which the Epic 
commences, indicates that we have to begin with 
(Shaivism, holding that all life is created out of 
the union of the male and the female, and then see 
what is the ultimate Truth. 

A Vasu . — Uparichara is said to be a Vasu 
(Va, su) which means “ (su) born of (va Water or 
Prakriti.” This means that the idea of Uparichara 
is “ born of Prakriti. ” In other words, when we 
observe Nature or Prakriti, we see that all life is 
created out of the union of the male and the female; 
and that is Uparichara as a Vasu. 

The King of Ghedi. — He is said to be a king 
of Chedi (Ch, e, d, i), which means “ (i) the Mind 
associated with (d) Sacrifice (e) approaching (ch) the 
Mind.” In oth?' /ords, Chedi means “the Sacrifice 
of the Mind. ” 

We have explained that Sacrifice is creative ac- 
tion of a selfless and beneficent character, and the 
Mind is the basis of the Vaiseshika, the centre of 
/Saivism or Yoga-Vaiseshika-N^'aya, — in the light of 
which we hold that all life is created out of the 
union of the male and the female. Uparichara is 
“ King of Chedi” or this system of thought. 

A W or shipper of Indra . — He is said to be a 
worshipper of Indra who is the supreme deity of 
Buddhi (MM. I, 339, 34'b n.5) We have explained 
that the highest energy of /Saivism ( Yoga-Vaie>‘e- 
shika-Nyaya ) is Buddhi on which the Yoga system 
is based ; and so Upariehara worships Indra, the 
deit}’^ of Buddhi. 

Uparichara and Girika. — -/Saivism holds that 
the universe is created out of the union of the 
male and the female ; and so Uparichara has a wife 
named Girika. 
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Now a Woman personifies Prakriti, and we have 
seen that there are three forms of Prakriti, de- 
scribed in the Vedas as Sarasvatf, Ida and Main or 
Bharatf, personifying the physical energy of the 
Heart, the energy of the Mind, and tlie energy of 
Ether or the Senses respectively (MM. I, 345-348). 
Uparichara is the Purnsha of /Saivism (Ycga-Vaise- 
shika-Nyaya ), whicli is based fundamentally on 
the character of the Mind ( MM. II, 278 ), to which 
the Vaiseshika, the centre of this system, corre- 
sponds, And so Girikrt, his Prakriti, must refer to 
the Mind. 

Girika. — Girika (G, i, r, i, k, a ) means “( a, sign 
of feminine gender. Woman being a symbol of 
Prakriti ) Prakriti (k) as a body or embodiment of 
(i) the Mind associated with (r) the Senses of Action 
(i) advancing to (g) the Senses of Knowledge. ’ ’ In 
other words, she is the Prakriti of the Mind asso- 
ciated with the Senses of Knowledge and Action ; 
and we have explained how the Mind is associated 
with the Senses (MM. I, 08-70). 

Uparichara Desires to Create. — Uparichara 
is specially associated with the idea of the Mind, 
the centre of *8aivism ; and, as the Mind is charac- 
terized by Desire ( M.M. I, 68, n. 3 ; 281, n. 7 ), he 
too desires to create. 

Girika is Absent. — Though Uparichara is asso- 
ciated with the idea of the Mind, he holds to 
Buddhi as the highest creative energy of life : for 
he personifies >Saivism or Yoga-Vai^eshika-Nyoya, 
and Buddhi, the basis of Yoga, is the highest crea- 
tive energy of this system. Now in the light of 
Buddhi we hold that it is God or Purusha who 
creates, and Prakriti exists but as a spectator of 
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his work, or has at best but a small share in it. 
Thus, if Uparichara creates in the light of Buddhi, 
he cannot have any creative contact with Girika ; 
he should be able to create by himself. And so we 
are told that he desired to create, thinking of Girika, 
but she was not present ; and then his vital energy 
or semen virile came out, out of which were born 
two children, Matsya and Satyavati. 

The Apsara Adrika. — The next question 
is. How can the energy of Buddhi create without 
the union of the male and the female ? The reply is 
that Buddhi corresponds to the energy of the Sun 
( MM. T, 65, n. 7 ) ; and even as the latter is ab- 
sorbed by Prakriti or the world of manifest life, and 
creates, so does Buddhi. And so the creative 
energy of Uparichara is absorbed by Prakriti; that 
is the Apsara or the nymph Adrika. 

An Apsara . — An Apsara is a water-nymph, and 
literally means “ one who dwells in water.” We 
have explained that Water symbolizes Prakriti, and 
so does a Woman. Hence an Apsara personifies 
a form of Prakriti. 

Adrika . — The word Adrika is derived from Adri 
(MWD. p. 19), which means “a cloud,” as a recep- 
tacle of rain ; and rain or Water personifies Prakriti. 

Matsya and Satyavati. — /Saivism holds that 
all life is created out of the union of the male and 
the female. Uparichara personifies /Saivism, and 
so his issue or children should personify the 
Purusha and Prakriti of this system. And so we 
are told that two children arose out of his vital 
energy, a boy and a girl. The former should per- 
sonify the Purusha, and the latter the Prakriti of 
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uS'aivism ( Yoga-Vaweshika-Nyaya ), with its range 
of til ought extending from Buddhi to the Mind and 
the Senses of Knowledge. 

Satyavati . — The word Satyavati is derived 
from Satya, which means “truth, certainty;” and 
“ certainty ” is a characteristic of Buddhi ( MM. I, 
65-66, n. 1). Satya is also the name of the first 
Yuga or Age of Time, and refers to Buddhi (MM. I, 
124-125). Satya is also the first of the seven Lokas 
or worlds ; and the number seven refers to Buddhi 
(MM. I, 197). Thus we might say that Satya signi- 
fies Buddhi ; and Satyavati is the Prakriti of that 
system of thought which has Buddhi for its highest 
energy; and that is Shaivism or Yoga-Vaiseshika- 
Nyaya. 

The Idea of the Story of Upariciiara. — 
Thus we see that the Story of Uparichara tells us 

(1) that the universe is created out of the union of 

the male and the female ; (2) that Buddhi is the 
highest creative energy of life; (3) that in the 
light of Buddhi it is Purusha or the male who 
creates, and Prakriti or the female is but a specta- 
tor of his work, or has, at best, but a small share 
in it ; (4) that this energy of Purusha is absorbed, 
without physical contact, by Prakriti, and (5) that 
out of it arise twin forms of Purusha and Prakriti 
again. 

6. The Birth of Vyasa. 

The Three Energies of Saivism. — Upari- 
chara personifies /Shaivism or Yoga-Vai6‘eshika- 
Nyaya, based on the character of Buddhi, Mind 
and the Senses of Knowledge. It is necessary for us 
to understand the character of all the three energies 
separately. 
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Parasara and Sata'avati. — ^Saivisra holds that 
Purusha and Prakrit! arc united together for pur- 
poses of creation. It corresponds to Yoga- Vaise- 
shika-Nyaya, or Bnddhi, Mind and the Senses of 
Knowledge ; and the shire of Purusha and Prakrit! 
is different in tiie light of each of these energies. 

I.et us consider this in the light of Buddhi first 
of all. Here Puriislia and Prakriti should be united 
together, but the share of Purusha should be great- 
er than that of Prakriti. Now we have observed 
that Satyavati is the Prakriti of iSaivism or 
Yoga-Vaisesliika-Nyaya. Yoga is based on 
Buddhi, and she should be associated with 
Purusha in its light. That is Parasara, who too 
personifies Buddhi. 

Paramra . — The world Para.sara (Para, u, sa, ra) 
means “(ra) Mind and (sa) the. Senses of Knowledge 
{a) leading to (para) what is higher or better!” 
What is better and higher than the Mind and the 
Senses of Knowledge is Buddhi (BhG. Ill, 42 ) ; and 
so Para^ara may be said to be a Purusha of Buddhi. 

Satyavati Remains a Virgin . — As the Purusha 
of Yoga or Buddhi can have little physical contact 
with Prakriti, we are told that Satyavati remained 
a virgin even after her union with Parasara. The 
same thing happens to Kunti after her union with 
the Sun; and we have shown that the Sun is a 
symbol of the energy of Buddhi. 

The Birth op Vyasa.— The union of Satyavafi 
and Parusara personifies the association of Purusha 
and Prakriti according to the Yoga system of 
thought, that is, characterized by Buddhi. Hence 
the issue of their union also personifies Buddhi, 
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and that is Vyasa. Now we have explained that 
Buddhi is characterized by certainty of thought 
and calmness, and it is also, for practical purposes, 
identified with the Soul (MM. I, 65-67). Both 
these ideas, of Buddhi in its own character and 
with reference to the Soul, are expressed by Vyasa, 
and so he may be said to personify Yoga-Vedant 
or qualified Monism, based on the charaeter of 
Buddhi and the Soul, according to which we hold 
that the universe is created by Purusha or God, 
and Nature or Prakrit! exists but as a spectator of 
his work. 

The Character of Vyasa. — We have explained 
the character of Buddhi and the Soul (MM. I, 
64-68), and shown that the Soul is specially con- 
nected with knowledge, consciousness and memory 
(MM. I, 431). Vyasa possesses all these character- 
istics and makes his appearance whenever he is 
remembered. 

Vyasa and Krishna. — Vyasa personifies Yoga- 
Vedanta or Buddhi identified for all practical 
purposes with the Soul. The idea of Krishna as 
the supreme Creator of the universe is the same. 
Krishna is the Supreme Soul; but, as the Soul 
abides in the Heart and is unmanifest, he makes 
himself manifest as Buddhi in the universe. In 
other words, it means that in the world of manifest 
life we can go only as far as Yoga-Vedanta or 
qualified Monism, holding that God is the supreme 
Creator of the universe, but agreeing that Prakrit! 
exists either as a spectator of his work, or his 
handmaid. Vyasa is, therefore, called Krishna Dvai- 
payana, or “island-born Krishna,” that is, Krishna 
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born in this world surrounded bj belief in Nature or 
Prakriti; for Water symbolizes Prakriti, and this 
world may be personified as an island if the people 
believe in Nature or Prakriti as the chief creator of 

life. 

Vyasa as Author of Sacred Books. — Vyasa 
is spoken of as the author of a large number of 
Sacred Books of the Hindus, including the Maha- 
bharata; and this means that all of them are phi- 
losophical treatises culminating in Yoga-Vedanta. 

Meaning of Vyasa. — The literal meaning of 
the word Vyasa has already been explained 
(MM. IV, 7). 

7. The Court of Brahma : Mahabhisha and 

Ganga. 

Mahabhisha. — We have e.xplained that if we 
were to construct a Story as a picture of all princi- 
pal sytsems of Hindu Philosophy, we should have 
to begin with the known facts of life, and hold that 
the universe is created out of the union of the male 
and the female. This gives us /S'aivism. Then, 
looking at the world around us, we should probably 
assume that it is Nature or Prakriti that creates; 
and this gives us Jainism. After this we have to 
see if there is a higher power than Nature,— that is, 
God ; and if so, what is his relation to Nature, and 
whether he cm be regarded as the supreme Creator 
of the universe. This gives us Buddhism, Naivism 
and Vaishnavism. In other words, we have to 
begin with ^Saivisra, and then go down to Jainism ; 
and then again see how we can rise from Jainism to 
Buddhism, and thence to /Saivism and Vaishnavism. 
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We have personified yiS'aivisra in Uparichara, and 
now we have to get down to Jainism : and then we 
have to see how Man, born in Jainism, can rise to 
higher systems of thought. 

We have explained that Jainism and Buddhism 
are closely allied, and both of them are based on 
the idea of Prakriti as the chief creative energy of 
life. They correspond to Sonkhya-Nynya and 
Nyaya-Vaiseshika respectively, and their range of 
thought extends from the Mind to the Senses of 
Knowledge and Action ( MM. II, 307-338 ). tt is 
convenient to take them together, and we have 
shown that they have Brahmn- for their presiding 
deity (MM. II, 297-306). They are presonified in 
the Epic by Mahabhisha. 

Mahahlii^ha — Mahabhisha (Mahot, abhi, sha) 
means “(sha) the Mind, (abhi) approaching (Maha 
or Mahat, the chief creative energy according to 
the Sanhhya) the Sr/nkhya system.” 

We have explained that Mahat signifies Buddhi 
as the first mainfest form of Prakriti in the Sankhya, 
and so personifies this system. This is the idea of 
the word in Mah^bharata too (MM. IV, 5-6). 

Again, the Sankhya corresponds to the charac- 
ter of the Senses of Action, and the Mind is the 
basis of the Vai^eshika. Hence “Mahabhisha” or 
“the Mind approaching the Sankhya” gives us the 
range of thought from Mind to the Senses of Action, 
including the Senses of Knowledge. That is Vai- 
seshika-Nyaya-Sankhya or Buddhism and Jainism. 
Mahabhisha personifies, therefore, the Buddhist 
and Jaina systems of thought. 

The Sacrifices of Mahabhisha. — W e have 
shown that Sacrifice really means creative and self- 
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les* action meant for the benefit of all, and it is 
this that gives us the idea of God in the universe. 
We have also explained that Jainism is based on 
Sankhya-Nyaya, corresponding to which there are 
the Digambara and <Svetambara schools ; and 
of these the former denies all Action, even 
though conceived as a Sacrifice, but the latter 
admits its necessity. Buddhism corresponds to 
Nyaya-Vaweshika, and has its Hinayana and 
Mahayana schools; and both of them admit 
the necessity of Action conceived as a 
Sacrifice. Now Mahabhisha personifies both Bud- 
dhism and Jainism; and so he understands the idea 
of Sacrifice. Hence we are told that he had per- 
formed a number of Sacrifices. 

Asvamedha Sacrifice. — Mahabhisha is said 
to have performed many Asvamedha or Horse- 
Sacrifices ; and we have explained that the Horse 
in sacred literature symbolizes the Senses. As 
Sacrifice means creative and selfless Action, it means 
that Mahabhisha understands the true character of 
the action of the Senses, and the systems of thought, 
Sankhya and Nyaya or the two schools of Jainism, 
based on them. 

Rajasuya Sacrifice. — He is said to have 
performed Rajaswya Saerifices too; and this means 
that he understands the creative action (Sacrifice) 
of the Mind, and the VaUeshika system or the 
Mahayona school of Buddhism, based on it. 

Mahabhisha personifies Buddhism and Jainism, 
and so he is correctly described as having performed 
A^vajnedha and Rajasuya Sacrifices; that is, he 
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understands the creative and selfless action of the 
Mind and the Senses, to which these systems 
correspond. 


Rajasuya . — The word RajasMya means “of 
Rajasitya,” and Rajaswya (Rajas, u, ya) means 
“ (ya) that which (u) is woven with (Rajas) Rajas” 
Gima or quality of the Mind (MM. I, 80-82; 
193-196; MM. 11, 178, scq.); and so Rrtjasttya Sacrifice 
is the Sacrifice or creative and selfless action of 
the Mind. Then we have explained that the Mind 
is the basis of the Valscshika system, on which is 
founded the Malutyana school of Buddliisrn (MM. 
JI, 142-143 ; 318-319). 


The Court OF Brahma. — We have shown that 
Brahma is the deity of Buddhism aud Jainism or 
Sankhya-Nyaya-Vai.seshika (MM. 11, 252; 298, seq.); 
and as Mahabhisha too personifies the same systems 
of thought, the scene is appropriately laid in 
Brahma’s court, where the celestials, including 
Mahabhisha, come to worship the Grandsire. 

Ganga. — Ganga is the Prakriti of Nyaya, the 
centre of Sankhya-Nyaya-Vai.seshika, or the systems 
over which Brahma presides; and so she too comes 
to his court. 

Ganga . — Ganga (G, anga, a) means “ (a, sign 
of feminine gender, Woman being a s 3 ’^mbol of 
Prakriti) Prakriti (anga) as the body or embodi- 
ment of (g) the Senses of Knowledge.” 

We have shown that the Senses of Knowledge 
form the basis of the Nyaya system of thought 
(MM. II, \^\,seq.); and so Ganga is Prakriti, em- 
bodying this system of thought. 
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G-lnoa and Mahabiiisha. — Mahfibhisha is the 
Punisha of Sankhya-Nyaya-Vaweshika, while 
Ganga is the Prakriti of Nyaya, the centre of this 
system; and so the two are naturally drawn to each 
other. 

The Wind Loosens the Garments of Ganga. — 
Then we are told that Maliabhisha was attracted 
towards Ganga because the Wind loosened her 
garments. This means that Prakriti is conceived 
as active and so creative; for the Wind or Air is the 
element of Action, corresponding to which we have 
Hands as instruments of Action (MM. 1, 70). 
Mahabhisha personifies Buddhism and Jainism, and 
so, while he agrees that Prakriti is creative, he 
holds that the Purusha too has a certain share in 
the work. As the Purusha must be associated 
with Prakriti, he is drawn towards Ganga, the 
Prakriti of Nyaya. 

The Nyaya holds that it is Prakriti who creates, 
and Purusha is either a spectator of her work, or 
has at best a small share in it. Nyaya does not 
deny the existence of God or Purusha; and so 
Ganga too thinks of Mahabhisha. 

The Curse of Brahma. — Brahma, the deity 
of Buddhism and Jainism or Sankhya-Nyayca-Vaise- 
shika, agrees with all this ; and, as Mahabhisha 
desires to see how this creation takes place, pro- 
vides the means to this end. That is the “ Curse ” 
of Brahma, for Buddhism and Jainism hold that 
all birth and manifestation of life is full of sorrow, 
suffering and death, and so a curse. Hence a 
“curse” in these systems is usually followed by 
l?irth or manifestation of life, 
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Birth in other Religions . — The idea of birth 
in Vaishnavism is the very opposite of this ; for 
there God himself is conceived as taking birth for 
the benefit of mankind (BliG. IV, 5-9). ^Saivism 
occupies an intermediate place, sometimes holding 
that birth is a blessing and sometimes that it is 
a curse. 

Ganga and the Eight VASus. -We are told 
that there are eight divisions of Prakriti, — Buddhi, 
Egoism, Mind and the five Elements (BhG. VII, 4). 
As Ganga is the Prakriti of Nyaya, conceived as 
creative, she must give birth to eight children. 
They are the eight Vasus. 

Vasus . — The word Vasu (Va, su) means “(su) 
born of (Va) Prakriti.” The eight Vasus are thus 
the eight divisions of Prakriti. 

The Request of the Vasus. — As Nyaya is 
the centre of Sankhya-Nyaya-Vaiseshika or Bud- 
dhism and Jainism, according to which Prakriti is 
conceived as the chief creator of life, — and as the 
eight Vasus are the eight divisions of Prakriti, 
they wish to be born in the Nyaya system, and so 
desire to have Ganga for their mother. 

Then, as Nyaya is the centre of Sankhya-Nyaya- 
Vaiseshika or Buddhism and Jainism, they wish to 
be born in the “family” of this system, and that 
is personified by Pratipa. 

Again, as they are the “children” of Prakriti, 
they wish to be assigned to Prakriti, that is, cast 
into Water, for Water symbolizes Prakriti. 

Pratipa. — Prat/pa (Prati, i, pa) means “(Prati) 
concerning (i) the Mind associated with (pa) the 
Senses of Action and their objects.” 
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We have explained that the association of the 
Mind with the Senses of Action includes the Sen- 
ses of Knowledge too, and so extends to Vaiseshika- 
Nyaya-Sankhya on which Buddhism aud Jainism 
are based. Pratipa personfies, therefore, this sys- 
tem of thought; and it is in his family that Maha- 
bhisha, who too personifies the same system, is 
born, for father and son are often identified in 
sacred literature. 

The Condition of Gang a. — But Nyaya does 
not agree that the whole universe belongs to 
Prakriti alone. It has a place, however small, for 
Purusha or God, either as a spectator or with a 
small share in the work of creation. And so all 
that we see in the world cannot be assigned to 
Prakriti or east into Water. In each form of life 
there is something that remains, that belongs to 
Purusha or God; and so Ganga, the Prakriti of 
Nyaya, desires that at least one of the Vasus must 
live. 

The Vasus accept this point of view, and agree 
that one of them, who would contain a portion of 
the energy of all, would survive 

The Childless Vasu. — But creation, according 
to Nyaya, belongs really to Prakriti and not Puru- 
sha; and so this Purusha of Nyaj^a must remain 
childless, for he cannot create. That is Dyaus 
or Bhishma. 

Dyaus . — We have explained that Dyaus is the 
deity of the Nyaya system of thought, based on 
the character of the Senses of Knowledge (MM. I, 
358-361; MM. II, lol, seq.). 
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The Vasus and the Curse of Vasishtha. — 
It is said that the Vasus had to take birth because 
they had been cursed by Vasishtha for attempting 
to steal his Cow. Dyaus had taken the most 
prominent part in this attempt. 

Vasishtha — Vasishrtia (Vasu, ish<ha) means 
“the best Vasu;” and Vasu means “born of Pra- 
kriti.” We have shown that the system of thought 
based on the creative character of Prakriti is 
Sankhya-Nyaya-Vaiseshika; and so Vasishdia, as the 
best Vasu, must refer to the Vaiseshika, based on 
the character of the Mind, the highest energy in 
this system. 

The Cow of Vasishtha — He is said to possess 
a Cow which, as we have shown, refers to the 
Senses of Knowledge (MM. I, 316), on which the 
Nyaya system is based. Hence, as Vasishtha refers 
to the Vaiseshika or the Mind, while his Cow to 
Nyaya or the Senses of Knowledge, he may be said 
to personify Vaiseshika-Nyaya or the two schools 
of Buddhism, and two schools of iSaivism ( Yoga- 
Vaiseshika-Nyaya) identified with this system 
(MM. II, 292-293). 

Dyaus Attempts to Steal the Cow. — The 
Vasus, with Dyaus at their head, are said to have 
attempted to steal the Cow of Vasishtha ; and this 
signifies that they desired to associate themselves 
with the Nyaya system, which the Cow personifies ; 
and as Dyaus is the Vedic original of Nyaya, he is 
at the head of this attempt. 

The Curse of Vasishtha. — Then Vasishdia 
“curses” them, that is, calls upon them to act 
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Up to the teachings of Nyaya and make themselves 
manifest in that system. Nyaya holds that all 
birth is a “ curse, ” and so this manifestation 
is spoken of as a “ curse. ” 

Ganga as THE Mother op Vasus. — The Vasus 
have to be born in the Nyaya system ; and as 
Prakriti is regarded as the chief creator of life 
in this system, they must find out the Prakriti of 
Nyaya to become their “ mother. ” No other 
woman ( Prakriti ) can suit them ; and so they 
look out for Ganga, the Prakriti of Nyaya, and beg 
her to become their “ mother. ” 

Vasishtha . — Vasishiha (Vasu, ishiha) means 
“ (ishfha, sign of superlative degree) supreme (Vasu) 
Vasu. ” Vasu means “born of Prakriti.” The 
system of thought born of Prakriti is Vaiseshika- 
Nyaya-Sankhya on which Buddhism and Jainism 
are based. Vasishfha as “the best of Vasus” must 
personify the highest range of this system, that is, 
the Vaiseshika, based on the character of the Mind. 

The Son of Varuna . — Vasishtha is said to be the 
son of Varxma, and called ^pava. We have ex- 
plained that Varuwa personifies Water, whieh is 
symbolic of Prakriti ; and .4pava is derived from 
“Ap” which means “Water.” Vasishtha as “son of 
Varuwa ” and “.dpava” may be said to be a child 
of Water or Prakriti ; that is, he belongs to a 
system of thought based on Prakriti as the chief 
creator of life, — Sankhy a- Nyaya- Vaiseshika or Bud- 
dhism and Jainism. 

Nandini, the Cow . — The name of his Cow is 
Nandini, which is also the name of Ganga (MWD. 
p. 527), the Prakriti of Nyaya. Nandini personifies, 
therefore, the Nyaya system, and we have explained 
that the idea of the Cow is the same. 
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Nandini is the femiaiae of Naadin or Nandi, 
the Bull of Mahadeva, who, as we have shown, 
refers to the Nyaya system (MM. II, 290). 

Vasishiha in Sacred Books . — Vasishiha has a 
long history in sacred Hindu literature from the 
Ved^as down to the Epics and Purawas ; and it will 
be found on examination that he preserves his iden- 
tity throughout as personifying the Vaiseshika- 
Nyaya system of thought. 

8. Pratipa and Ganga. 

Prattpa. — The Story now descends from the 
Court of Brahma to our planet Earth, and we are 
told of a king by name Pratipa. As we have to 
begin from the known to the unknown, we have to 
commence with the system of thought based on the 
creative character of Prakriti, and that is Sankhya- 
Nyaya-Vaweshika, on which Buddhism and Jainism 
are based. That is personified by Pratipa, and 
the meaning of the word has already been explain- 
ed (MM. IV, 30). 

Ganga. — We have now to deal with the idea of 
Prakriti in this system, for it is Prakriti who is 
said to create in it. As Nyaya is the centre of this 
system, we must begin with the Prakriti of Nyaya. 
That is Ganga. 

Pratipa and Ganga. — Now what is the true 
relation of Prakriti to Purusha in this system ? 
Prakriti is said to be the chief creator, and Purusha 
is but a spectator of her work, or has, at best, but 
a small share in it. But is Prakriti really the 
chief creator of life ? The Sankhya, Nyaya and 
even the Vakeshika may assume that she 



36 


THE MYSTERY OF THE MAHABHARATA 


is ; but the real fact is that it is Purusha or God 
who creates, and Prakriti can only be regarded as 
his daughter. That is the idea of Vedanta, the 
ultimate truth according to the ancients. But, 
when we are examining the problem in the light of 
Nyaya and other systems, we can assume for the 
time being that Prakriti is the “ wife ” and not 
the “ daughter ” of Purusha or God. 

We have thus to indicate the absolute truth, 
and also to examine the problem of Praknti in the 
light of Nyaya. Prakriti must, therefore, be re- 
garded as the “ daughter ” of Purusha, and then 
again as his “ wife. ” But, as it would be awkward 
to represent her as the daughter and wife of the 
same person, it is convenient to make her the 
daughter or daughtcr-in-law of one, and the wife of 
another. 

Corresponding to this we are told that Ganga, 
the Praknti of Nyaya, came up to Pratipa, the 
Purusha of Vakeshika-Nyaya-Sankhya, and claim- 
ed him for her husband. But, as she had taken her 
seat on his right knee, which was meant for a 
daughter or daughter-in-law, he accepted her as 
the wife of his son. The point here is that if we 
understand rightly (right knee) the idea of Praknti, 
we see that she is a “daughter” of Purusha or 
God ; but from another point of view she may 
be regarded as his “wife” as well. 

Left and Right Sides . — It is said that the 
left side is meant for the wife. We have seen how 
in the Golden Egg or Brahmawda the right side be- 
longs to Purusha and the left to Praknti (MM. 1. 
56, n. 2; Fig. 20, p.l21 ; 171-172). Hence the place 
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for the wife is said to be the left of her husband ; 
and so if a woman is placed to the right of a man, 
she cannot be his true Prakriti or “ wife.” 

9, Santanu. 

Santanu. — Mahabhisha takes his birth in the 
house of Pratipa, and is born as his son /Santanu. 
Pratipa personifies Sankhya-Nyaya-Vai^feshika, and 
so does Mahabhisha; and we have seen that father 
and son are often identified in sacred literature. 
/Santanu, therefore, does the same. 

Santanu . — The word /Santanu is really 8am.- 
tanu ; and, as the letter m is changed to n when 
followed by t, according to rules of grammar, 
/Samtanu is changed to /Santanu. 

/Samtanu (/S, a, m, ta, nu) means “ (nu) verily, 
(ta) the Senses of Action and (m) the Mind (a) 
associated with (s) the Senses of Knowledge.” He 
personifies, therefore, the Mind and the Senses of 
Knowledge and Action, or Vaiseshika, Nyaya and 
Sankhya based on their character. We have seen 
that the idea of Mahabhisha is exactly the same. 

10. Santanu and Ganga. 

Santanu and Ganga. — /Santanu is the Puru- 
sha of Vai«esbika, Nyaya and Sankhya. Of 
these the Sankhya has really no place for Purusha 
or God in its scheme ; and so he is really the 
Purusha of the remaining two systems. In both of 
these Purusha is associated with Prakriti, though 
with different share of creation in each. Let us 
take Nyaya first of all, and its Prakriti is Ganga ; 
and so /Santanu and Ganga are drawn to each 
other. 
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The Condition op Ganoa. — But Nyaya holds 
that it is Prakriti who creates, and Purusha is but 
a spectator of her work , or has at best but a small 
share in it. Ganga or the Prakriti of Nyaya, 
therefore, can consent to have a Purusha or “hus- 
band” only if he does not interfere in her work 
and remains a spectator of all that she does. So 
long as he lives with her in this way, she can live 
with him; but as soon as he interferes with anything 
she does, and claims to be a creator himself, she 
must leave him; for otherwise she will cease to be 
the Prakriti of Nyaya. That is the condition of 
Ganga’s marriage with /Santanu. She might do 
anything, agreeable or disagreeable, but he must 
not interfere or speak harshly to her. As soon as 
he does so, she must leave him. As /Santanu per- 
sonifies the Purusha of Nyaya at this stage, he 
agrees; and so the two are married and live happily 
together for some time. 

11. Bhishma or Dyaus. 

Ganga Throws her Sons into Water. — Nyaya 
holds that life is created by Prakriti, but it has a 
small place for Purusha too. Hence, while most 
of life belongs to Prakriti, a little belongs to 
Purusha or God as well. 

Then we have shown that Prakriti has eight 
divisions, — Buddhi, Egoism, Mind and the five 
Elements. If now we say in general that a portion 
of these belongs to God, we might also say that 
seven-eighths belongs to Prakriti. 

Again, we have explained that Water symbolizes 
Prakriti; and so “casting into Water” means 
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“assigning to Praknti,” or indicating that a thing 
belongs to Praknti and not God. 

Hence Ganga throws seven out of her eight sons 
into Water as soon as they are born. The eighth 
remains, and he cannot be assigned to Praknti or 
cast into Water, because he symbolizes the idea of 
Purusha in Nyaya. That is Dyaus, Ganga-datta 
or Bhishma. 

Life and Death . — We have explained that all 
life belongs to Purusha and death to Praknti 
(MM. I, 115, n. 1; 260, n. 3). And Ganga “slays” 
or “assigns her sons to Praknti” when she casts 
them into Water. 

The Interference of Santantt. — When we 
have seen the eight divisions of Praknti and under- 
stood their character, we have no further use for 
the Praknti of Nyaya. ^Santanu is the Purusha of 
Vai-seshika as well as Nya3'^a; but all this while he 
has played the part of the Purusha of Nyaya alone. 
The time has come for him to personify the 
Vaiseshika too; and this system holds that Purusha 
and Praknti are joint and equal or almost equal 
creators of life. /Santanu, as the Purusha of Vaise- 
shika, must, therefore, interfere in the work of 
Praknti. But the Praknti of Nyaya cannot allow 
this to be done; and thus, when Nantanu rebukes 
Ganga for her actions, she decides to leave him. 
And so we are told that she left her husband and 
disappeared. 

12. Santanh and Satyavati. 

Santanh and Satyavati. — ^antanu has now 
to play the part of the Purusha of Vaiseshika; and, 
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as this system holds that Purusha and Prakriti are 
joint and equal or almost equal partners in the 
work of creation, he must have a new “wife” or 
Prakriti. That is Satyavati. 

Satyavati. — We have seen that Satyavati is 
the Prakriti of /Saivism or Yoga-Vaiseshika-Nyaya, 
while /Santanu is Purusha of Vai^eshika-Nyaya, 
and the two meet in the latter system. Satyavati 
ha.s already played the part of Praknti of Yoga in 
her xinion with Parasara, and now Vaiseshika- 
Nyaya remains. S'antanu is the Purusha and she 
the Praknti of this system, and so they are united 
together. 

The Vow op Bhishma.— We have explained 
that the Purusha in Nyaya is conceived but as a 
spectator of Prakriti, or having but a small share in 
the work of creation; and so Bhishma, the 
Purusha of Nyaya, cannot create. That is the 
significance of his vow of celibacy. 

13. Chitrangada and Vichitravirya. 

Chitrangada and Vichitravirya.— Nantanu 
and Satyavati are Purusha and Prakriti of Vaise- 
shika-Nyaya, and so they have two sons to per- 
sonify these systems. Chitrangada repres ents 
Nyaya, and Vichitravirya Vakeshika. 

Chitrangada . — Chitrangada (Chitra, an, ga, da) 
means “(da) giving (ga) the Senses of Knowledge, 
the basis of Nyaya, (an) moving to (chitra) a 
picture.” He may thus be said to be a picture or 
personification of the Nyaya system of thought, 
which is based on the character of the Senses of 
Knowledge. 
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Vichitravirya . — Vichitravirya ( V, i, chitra, 
vtrya ) means “( virya ) creative energy (chitra) 
conceived as a picture of (i) the Mind associated 
with ( V ) Prakriti. ” We have shown that 
the Mind is the basis of the Vaiseshika; and so 
Vichitravirya is a “picture” of this system. 

The Vaiseshika has three aspects, connected 
with the three principal systems of Hindu thought. 
When we regard Prakriti as the chief creative 
energy of life, we have Vaiseshika-Nyaya-Sankhya, 
on which Buddhism and Jainism are based. 

Now we have explained that Vichitravirya per- 
sonifies the Vaiseshika as associated with Prakriti ; 
and this means that he refers to the Vaiseshika in 
connection with Vaiseshika-Nyaj^a-Sankhya. In 
other words, he personifies the Mahayana school of 
Buddhism, based on the character of the Mind or 
the Vaiseshika. 

The Death of Santanu.— /Santanu is the 
Purusha of Vaiseshika and Nyaya. Both these 
systems have their special Purushas now, and so 
there is no further need of (Santanu. Hence he 
goes out of the picture, and passes away. 

The Death of Chitrangada. — Chitrangada 
is the Purusha of Nyaya ; but we have already got 
a Purusha of this system in Bhishma, and so Chit- 
rangada goes out of the picture and is said to have 
been slain. 

14. Amba, Ambika, Ambalika. 

The Marriage of Vichitravirya. — We have 
seen that Vichitravirya personifies the Vaiseshika 
as the upper limit of Vaiseshika-Nyaya-Sonkhya ; 
apd if; holds that Purusha u associated with 
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Prakriti in the creation of life, but his share is 
somewhat less than hers. Vichitravirya must, 
therefore, marry and have a wife or Prakriti. 

Amba, Ambika, Ambalika. — It is now time that 
we understood the whole character of Prakriti. 
We have seen that it has three aspects, described 
as Sarasvati, Ida and Mahi or Bharati in the 
Vedas ; and t' ese three goddesses personify the 
physical energy of the Heart ( semen virile ), the 
energy of the Mind, and the energy of Ether or the 
Senses respectively (MM. I, 345-348). These three 
are described as Amba, Ambika and Ambalika 
respectively in the Mahabharata, and these names 
occur in the Vedas too. Amba is Prakriti of the 
physical energy of the Heart, associated with Food, 
on which the pure Sankhya is based; and as this 
system has no place for Purusha or God in the 
universe, she can find no “husband” anywhere. 
Ambika is Prakriti of the Mind on which the 
Vai«eshika is based; while Ambalika refers to the 
Senses on which N 3 ^aya is based. These three are 
thus the Prakritis of the three divisions of Sankhya- 
Nyaya-Vaiseshika, which holds that Prakriti is 
the chief creative energy of life. 

Amba . — The word Amba means “ a mother, a 
good woman;” and we have explained that Woman 
personifies Prakriti. 

Amba ( A, anusvara, b, a) means “ (a, a sign of 
feminine gender. Woman being regarded as an in- 
strument of creation) creative (b) Water or Prakriti, 
(anusvara) conceived as a sj’mbol of (a) the energy 
of the Heart.” Amba personifies, therefore^ the 
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physical energy of the Heart, created out of Food. 
{semen virile), on which the pure Sankhya is based. 

Amhika . — Ambika ( Amb for amba, i, k, a,) 
means “(a) creative (k) body of (i) the Mind (amb 
for amba) conceived as a Woman or Prakriti.” 
Thus she is the Prakriti of the Mind or the 
Vaweshika. 

Ambalika . — Ambalika (Amba, li, k, a,) means 
“(a) creative (k) body of (li, abbreviated form of 
Linga, meaning AXmsa, or Ether, MWD. p. 901) 
Ether conceived as (amba) a Woman or Prakriti.” 
She is thus the Prakriti of Ether corresponding to 
which we have the Senses of Knowledge or the 
Nyaya system of thought. 

Bhishma Carries away the Three Maidens. — 
We have to associate Vichitravirya with suitable 
forms of Prakriti; and, as there are three of them, 
Bhishma carries away all of them to see who 
would be most appropriate. 

Amba’s Request. — We have seen that Amba 
personifies the Prakriti of the pure Sankhya, and 
so she cannot be associated with the Purusha of 
the Vai^eshika. Indeed, she cannot have a suitable 
husband at all, because the pure Sankhya has no 
place for Purusha, God, or “husband” in its 
scheme. And so she requests Bhishma not to ask 
her to marry Vichitravirya, and he agrees. 

Amba and Salva. — The Prakriti of the pure 
Sankhya can have no Purusha or “husband.” 
But can we not conceive of a Purusha in the pure 
Sankhya at all? The Sankhya conceives of him 
only as the individual Soul, associated for ever 
with Prakriti. And so Amba, the Prakriti of the 
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pure Sankhya, desires to be united with ^Salva 
who personifies this idea of Purusha in the 
Sankhya. 

Salva . — /Salva (uSal, for 5ala, va) means “(^ala) 
being in the house of (va) Prakriti.” It refers, 
therefore, to a Purusha who is included in Prakriti. 

Amba has thus chosen a Purusha who dwells in 
Prakriti. Such a one cannot be a real “husband,” 
and so /Salva too declines to “marry” her. 

ViCHITRAVIRYA MaRRIES AmBIKA AND AmBA- 
LIKA. — Vichitravirya is the Purusha of the Vaise- 
shika, based on the character of the Mind. But 
the Mind is always associated with the Senses of 
Knowledge, and so is spoken of as a sixth sense 
itself. Hence Vichitravtrya can marry two forms 
of Prakriti, — of the Mind and the Senses of Know- 
ledge, of Vaweshika and Nyaya, — and they are 
Ambika and Ambalika. And so he is married to 
both of them. 

ViCHiRAViRYA DIES WITHOUT IssuE. — We have 
explained that Vichitravirya personifies the Mind 
or the Vaiseshika as the highest limit of Vaiseshika- 
Nyaya-Sankhya, which holds that it is Prakriti and 
not Purusha that is the chief creator of life. Hence 
the Purusha in this system lives with Prakriti, but 
cannot really create ; and so we are told that 
Vichitravtrya lived with his wives, but died with- 
out issue. 

The Sickness of Vichitravirya . — We are told 
that Vichitravtrya was attacked with consumption 
and died. We are told elsewhere in the Mahabha- 
rata ( /Salya Parva, IX, xxxiv, 38 seq. ) how 
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the Moon was stricken with consumption and how 
he was cured. As the Moon is a symbol of the 
Mind, and Vichitravirya also personifies the Mind, 
and the cause of the disease in both cases is the 
same, viz., self-indulgence, — here we get the cause 
and cure of consumption according to the ancients 
(See Appendix I). 

15. The Niyoga of Vyasa. 

Vyasa to the Rescue. — We see that Vichitra- 
virya cannot create, and yet we have to understand 
how creation takes place. We see that Purusha 
or God is not conceived as really creative in 
Sankhya-Nyaya-VaLseshika or Buddhism and Jain- 
ism ; and now wo have only two Purushas left, — 
Bhishma and Vyasa. But Bln'shma is the Purusha 
of Nyaya, and so he too cannot create. Vyasa, 
is the Purusha of Yoga — holding that it is 
Purusha who creates and Prakriti is cither a 
spectator of his work or else has but a small share 
in it. Hence he alone can create ; and so Satya- 
vati remembers him and he makes his appearance. 

The Niyoga of Vyasa. — Vyasa is the Purusha 
of the Yoga system of thought, and his appropriate 
Prakriti should belong to the same system too. 
But here we have only Ambika and Ambalika, the 
Prakritis of the Vaiseshika and Nyaya. Hence the 
union of Vyasa, the Purusha of Yoga, with Prakritis 
of a lower order means a falling off from Yoga; and 
that is the Niyoga of Vyasa. 

Niyoga . — The word Niyoga is generally under- 
stood to mean “the appointment of a brother or a 
near kinsman to raise issue to a deceased husband 
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by marrying his widow” (MWD. p. 552). But 
Niyoga ( Ni, yoga ) really means “(Ni) negation 
of (Yoga) the Yoga system of thought;” and 
Vyasa, by uniting himself with Prakritis of a lower 
order, comes down from Yoga to a lower system. 
That is the real idea of Niyoga. 

Grief and Fear of the Princesses — We 
have pointed out that we rise from a lower to a 
higher system of thought by means of Sacrifice ; 
but when Sacrifice is denied, we sink from a higher 
to a lower system. Now Sacrifice is creative action, 
characterized by selflessness and self-control, giving 
happiness to all. The creative union of man and 
woman may, therefore, be regarded as an act of Sac- 
rifice ; but where there is no joy in such a union, 
where there is fear and pain instead. Sacrifice is 
denied, and there is a lapse from a higher to a lower 
system. Now we are told that both Ambika and 
Ambalika were frightened at the approach of 
Vyasa, and so there is a fall from Yoga in their 
union. 

The Birth of Dhritarashtra. — Vyasa is the 
Purusha of Yoga and Ambika is the Prakriti of the 
Vai^eshika. Their union is a lapse from Yoga, but 
in normal circumstances, the issue should personify 
the Vaiseshika, being one degree lower than Yoga. 
But here not only do we have an unequal union, 
but Sacrifice is denied, and Ambika closes her 
eyes at the ugliness of Vyasa. Hence the issue 
of this union drops down by two stages, one 
on the side of each parent. That is Vaiseshika- 
Nyaya or Buddhism, — Vaiaeshika, one degree lower 
than Yoga personified by Vyasa, and Nyaya one 
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degree lower than the Vaiseshika personified by 
Ambika. This is Dhritarashira, personifying Bud- 
dhism or Vai^eshika-Nyaya, 

Pandu. — The same thing happens to Ambalika, 
and so the issue of her union with Vyasa must go 
down by one degree on the side of each parent. 
That is Pawdu, personifying the Vaiseshika, one 
degree lower than Yoga on his father’s side, and 
the pure Sankhya, one degree lower than Nyaya 
on his mother’s side. Thus he personifies the whole 
range of thought from Vaisesliika to Sankhya 
or Vaiseshika-Nyaya-Sankhya, on which Buddhism 
and Jainism are based. But, as Buddhism is 
personified by Dhritarashfra too, Vandn is more 
specially connected with Jainism. 

ViDURA. — Vyasa associates with a ^S^dra woman 
too, and she is happy. There is thus a lapse only 
on the father’s side, while the mother is elevated 
by this act of Sacrifice. Hence the issue of this 
union goes down only by one degree on his father’s 
side. That is Vidura, personifying the Vaiseshika, 
one degree lower than Yoga represented by Vyasa. 

Dhritarashtra — Dhritarasldra ( Dhrita, r, 
ashfra) means “ (ashira) Ether and (r) the Mind 
associated with (dhrita) self-control or Sacrifice.” 

We have explained that Ether is associated with 
the Senses of Knowledge (MM. I, 32 ), the basis of 
Nya 3 ’a (MM. II, 148, seq.), while the Mind is the 
basis of the Vai^eshika (MM. II, 140, seq.). Then 
we have shown that both these systems accept 
the idea of Sacrifice, that is. Action regarded as 
selfless, creative, and beneficent. Dhritarashtra 
personifies all this, — the essential idea of Buddhism, 
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A Blind Prince . — Dhritamshira is born blind, 
and tlie word for “blind” in the text is “ Andha, ” 
which has a number of meanings. It means 
“water, darkness,” both of which are symbolic of 
Prakriti (MM. I, 37,), implying that the Prince is 
to be referred to the systems of thought based on 
Prakriti. This is a necessary caution, because 
Vai.§eshika-Nyaya is also a part of »Saivism (Yoga- 
Vaiseshika-Nyaya) ; whereas Dhritarashira per- 
sonifies Buddhism { Vai.seshika-Nyaya ) as part 
of Sflnkhya-Nyaya-Vaiseshika, which holds that 
Prakriti is the chief creator of life. In other words 
though Buddhism is connected with /S'aivism, and 
may sometimes be regarded as a part of it, the essen- 
tial idea of the two is different. Buddhism holds 
that Prakriti is the chief creator of life, while 
according to /Saivism Purusha and Prakriti are 
joint partners in the work of creation. In the light 
of Yoga, /Saivism (Yoga-Vaiseshika-Nyaya) agrees 
that the share of Purusha is greater than that of 
Prakriti; in the light of the Vaiseshika, it believes 
that the two are equal ; and it is only in the light 
of Nyaya that it gives a higher place to Prakriti. 
Thus the Nyaya of (Saivism corresponds to the 
Vaiseshika of Buddhism ; while its Vaiseshika and 
Yoga are higher than the range of the latter system. 

Pandu. — Vandvi (P, a, n, d, u) means “ (u) the 
Senses of Knowledge associated with {d) the 
physical or Prakritic (n) energy of the Heart, (a) 
leading to (p) the Senses of Action or their objects.” 

We have explained that the physical energy of 
the Heart or semen virile is the energy of Prakriti 
on which the Sankhya system is based. Again, the 
Senses of Knowledge form the basis of Nyaya; 
while those of Action of the pure Sankhya (MM. II, 
148, seq; 162, seq.). Hence Pandu personifies San- 
khya-Nyaya or the two schools of Jainism. 

Vidura . — Vidura (V, i, d, u, ra) means “(ra) the 
^epses of Action and (u) Knowledge associated wif;^ 
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(d) Sacrifice in relation to (i) the Mind, connected 
with (v) Prakriti.” 

He personifies, therefore, the Vaiseshika, based 
on the character of the Mind, associated with the 
Senses of Knowledge and Action or Sankhya* 
Nyaya, — the whole idea being connected with 
Prakriti as the chief creator of life. 

Vyasa and his Sons, and Systems of 
Philosophy.— We have observed that the Story of 
the Mahabharata is a picture of Philosophy; and the 
association of Vyasa with Ambika, Ambalika and 
the slave-maiden is nothing but an exposition of 
the character of Buddhi (Vyasa) when it conies 
into contact with the different objects of life. The 
slave-maiden refers to the Mind ; Ambika, because 
of fear at his approach, goes down to the Senses of 
Knowledge; and Ambalika, for the same reason, 
personifies the Senses of Action. The union of 
Vyasa with these three means that (1) when Buddhi 
(Vyasa) is associated with the Mind (slave-maiden), 
it is transformed into the Mind ( Vidura ) ; (2) 
when it ( Vyasa ) is associated with the Senses of 
Knowledge (Ambika), it is transformed into the 
Mind and the Senses of Knowledge (Dhritarash^ra); 
and (3) when it (Vyasa) is associated with the 
Senses of Action (Ambalika), it is transformd into 
the Mind, the Senses of Knowledge, and the Senses 
of Action ( Pawdu ). 

The. Teaching of Philosophy . — In this con- 
nection we are told in the (Santi Parva of the Maha- 
bharata, and by Vyasa himself (XII, ccxlvii-ccxlix). 
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that when Buddhi desires anything, it is trans- 
formed into the Mind (MM, I, 68, n. 3; 281, n. 7); 
and this corresponds to Vidura (Mind), born when 
Vyasa (Buddhi) is filled with Desire and comes to 
be associated with the Mind (slave-maiden). 

Then it is said that it is Buddhi that creates the 
Senses, and is transformed into the five Senses and 
the Mind, When it hears, it becomes the ear; when it 
touches, it is the skin ; when it sees, it is the eye ; 
when it tastes, it is the tongue; and when it smells, 
it is the nose. This modification of Buddhi into the 
iMind and the Senses corresponds to Dlintarushto, 
who personifies the Mind and the Senses of Know- 
ledges, — born when Buddhi (Vyusa) is associated 
with the Senses of Knowledge (Ambiku). 

Then again we are told that the objects by which 
we are surrounded are also created by Buddhi. As 
these objects make manifest life, they may be said 
to refer to tl e Elements, and the Senses of Know- 
ledge and Action. This corresponds to Vandxx, who 
personifies the Mind and the Senses of Knowledge 
and Action, — born when Buddhi (Vyasa) is asso- 
ciated with the Senses of Action or manifest life 
(Ambalika). 

This quotation from the Epic is a part of the dis- 
course of Vyasa ; and here he acts in conformity 
with his own character, and gives us a picture of 
Philosophy in Story-form. 


17. The Marriage op the Princes. 

The Marriage op the Princes. — We have 
seen how the three Princes personify Purusha in 
different system of Philosophy ; and it is neces- 
sary to associate with them suitable forms of 
Prakriti, 



Chap. II. 


THE BIRTH OF HEROES 


51 


18. Gandhari. 

Gandhari. — Dhritamsh/ra is united with Gan- 
dhan, and she is the Praknti of Sankhya-Nyaya or 
the Jaina system of thought. Dhritarashfra him- 
self personifies Nyaya-Vaiseshika or Buddhism, 
while his consort is the Prakriti of Sankhya-Nj'^aya 
or Jainism. There is nothing inappropriate in this, 
because Buddhism and Jainism are parts of the 
same system of thought, viz., Sankhya-Nyaya- 
Vaiseshika, holding that it is Prakriti that creates. 


Oandhnri , — Gandhari is the feminine of Gan- 
dh«ra, which means “ of Gandhara.” Gandhara 
(Ga, anusvara, dha, ra) means “(ra) the Senses of 
Action (dha) supporting and (anusvava) united 
with (ga) tlie Senses of Knowledge.” 

We have explained that the Senses of Action are 
the basis of the Sankhya, while those of Knowledge 
correspond to Nyaya. Gandhari personifies, there- 
fore, the Prakriti of Sankhj^a-Nyaya or Jainism, 
and we have explained that a AVoman is symbolic 
of Prakriti. 

Gandhara and Kandhara . — Gandhara is said 
to be the original form of Kandhara, and refers to 
the people and the country north-east of Peshawar 
(MWD. p. 353). It is now well known that these 
parts were at one time famous as great centres of 
Buddhist thought. We have shown that Gandhara 
literally refers to Sankhya-Nyaya or Jaina system 
of thought; and its iSvetambara school, based on 
the character of Nyaya, is identical with the Hina- 
yana school of Buddhism based on the same system 
of thought. And it is the Htnayana school that 
appears to have flourished in Kandhara. 
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The Daughter of Subala. — Gandhari is said 
to be the daughter of Subala (Su, ba, la) which 
means “(Su) born of (ba) Prakriti associated with 
(la) the ten Senses.” 

We have explained that the ten Senses of 
Knowledge and Action are the basis of Sankhya and 
Nyaya systems of thought ; and so the idea of the 
father of Gandhari is the same as her own. 

Sakuni. — S^akuni is said to be the brother of 
Gandhari, and he too refers to the same system of 
thought. We shall see how in the Gambling Match 
he takes his stand on the pure Sankhya part of his 
system, and so succeeds in defeating Yudhishihira. 

>8^akuni is the name of the Asvins ( MWD. 
p. 1046) who, as we have explained, personify the 
Senses of Knowledge and Action ( MM. I, 361, seq.) ; 
and the Senses of Knowledge and Action refer to 
Sankhya-Nyaya or the Jaina system of thought. 
Hence (Sakuni personifies this system. 


The Special Character of Gandhari. — W'e 
have seen that Dhritarashira is the Purusha of 
Vai^eshika-Nyaya, while Gandhari is the Prakriti 
of Sankhya-Nyaya. The two meet in Nyaya ; and 
so Gandhari plays the part of the Prakriti of 
Nyaya in particular. 


19. One hundred Sons op Dhritarashtra. 

Dhrttarashtra cannot Create. — Dhritarash- 
tra personifies Nyaya-Vaiseshika or Buddhism, 
holding that it is Prakriti, more than Purusha, who 
creates. He cannot, therefore, create himself. 
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The Creation of Gandhari. — Gandhari is the 
Prakriti of Nyaya, which holds that Prakriti 
is creative in her own right. But the truth 
is that Prakriti cannot create by herself. She is 
herself created by God, and it is only when he blesses 
her with his own power that she can create. And 
so instead of children Gandhart brings forth a hard 
mass of flesh like an iron ball. 

Vyasa to the Rescue. — We have seen how in 
the case of Ambika and Ambulika, it is Vyasa 
alone who can create; and for the same reason he is 
called in the case of Gandhari to help. Vyasa 
succeeds in creating out of this mass of flesh a 
hundred sons and one daughter; and the former 
personify innumerable forms o! Buddhist thought, 
and the latter is the Prakriti of the same system. 

Hundred Sons . — We have shown that the 
number hundred, or hundred thousand, signifles 
something indefinitely large. The hundred 
sons of Dhritarashfra personify, therefore, innumer- 
able forms of Buddhist thought like himself. Of 
these the eldest, Duryodhana, personifies the two 
schools of Buddhism like his father. 

One Daughter . — It is necessary to understand 
the idea of Prakriti too ; and that is expressed by 
the daughter, Dui^sala. 


A Resumes the Idea of Purusha. — We have 
personified Purusha and Prakriti in the different 
systems of thought, and the whole idea may be 
represented as follows: — 
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Senses Senses 

Creative Soul Buddhi Mind of of 

Energies: Knowledge Action 

Systems of 

Philosophy Ved/nta Yoga Vai oshika Ny^/ya S^znkhya 

Forms of 
P u r u s h a 

Uparichara* Yoga . . Vaheshika Nyaya* 

(Shaivism) 

Mah^bhisha * 

or wV(7ntanii Vaiveshika Ny^/ya. . S^znkhya* 

(Buddhism 
and Jainism) 

Vy./sa Yoga 

Bh'shma Ny<?ya 

Vichitra- Vai<?esliika* 

v/rya* 

Chitr^7ngada* Nyaya* 

Dh;'.tar^7sh/ra Vai.seshika Nyaya 

(Buddhism) 

Vandw Ny^7ya.. S^znkhya. 

(Jainism) 

Vidura Vaiveshika 


Explanation —All those Purushas who drop 
out are marked with an asterisk. We have first 
of all personified two principal systems, — Yoga- 
Vai«eshika-Nyaya and Vaiseshika-Nyaya-Sankhya, 
or <9aivism, and Buddhism and Jainism — in Upari- 
chara and (Sfantanu. 

It is necessary to break them into their compo- 
nent parts. The former consists of Yoga, Vaiseshi- 
ka, and Nyaya; while the latter may be divided into 
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Vaiseshika-Nyaya and Sankhya-iNyaya, correspuuu- 
ing to which we have Buddhism and Jainism. 
Thus we require five Purushas. The first three are 
Vyusa, Vidura, and Bhishma; while the last two 
are Dhritarash^ra and Vandxx. All the rest drop 
out of the picture. This, in brief, is their idea in 
the Epic. 

The Idea op Prakriti. — We have shown how 
the idea of Purusha has been personified in the 
different systems ; and now we might see how the 
same thing has been done with regard to Prakriti 

too. 


CroativG I'.nergies Soul J3uddhi Mind Sgosos of Senses of 

Knowledge Action 


Systems of Phi- 
losophy. Vedmta Yoga Vaioshika Nynya S<rnkhya 


Porms of Prak-iti 


Satyavat/ * 

Yoga . . VaiAesbika. . Nyr/ya* 

Gang^i* 

Nynya* 

Amb^* 

S ;nkhya* 

Amb^/lika* 

Ny</ya* 

Mr/dn* 

Nyrt-ya* 

Ambika 

Vai.seshika 

Gnlldli r/ 

Nyr/ya 

Kunti 

S./nkhya 


Explanation. — W e shall see in the course of 
these pages that Kunt* personifies the pure 
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Sankhya, and Madri the Nyaya system. All those 
who pass out of the picture are marked with an 
asterisk. We see that there are two main ideas of 
Prakriti, one in ^Saivism or Yoga-Vaiseshika- 
Nyaya, and the other in Buddhism and Jainism or 
Vaiseshika-Nyaya-Sankhya. We have thus to ex- 
plain the idea of Prakriti in four systems, — Yoga, 
Vaiseshika, Nyaya and Sankhya. Of these Yoga 
holds that Prakriti is either a spectator of the work 
of God, or has at best a small share in it. Thus the 
Yoga idea of Prakriti reduces it to something neg- 
ligible, and in Vedanta it has no place whatsoever 
outside Purusha or God, for it is regarded as having 
been created by him. We have, therefore, to ex- 
amine the idea of Prakriti mainly in three systems, 
viz., Vai^eshika, Nyaya and Sankhya, where 
Prakriti has the chief share in the work of creation; 
and having understood this, we know all about 
Prakriti. And so out of the whole list we see that 
only three forms of Prakriti survive, viz., Atnbika, 
Gandhari and Kunti, who personify these three 
systems. All the rest pass out of the picture. 



CHAPTER III 


KUNT/ AND KARNA 
OR 

EARTH AND THE VEGETABLE KINGDOM 

20. The Story of KuDt/. 21. The Birth of Kar//a. 

A SUMMAEY. 

We have explained how the different systems 
of Hindu Philosophy and Religion have been per- 
sonified in the different characters of the Maha- 
bharata; and now we have to personify the birth 
of Man on our planet Earth, symbolic not only of 
the human race, but of the whole Animal Kingdom. 
Then we shall see how Man, the supreme symbol 
of this Kingdom, rises from atheism and agnos- 
ticism to pure belief in God. 

We have, therefore, first of all, to personify 
our planet Earth; and in this connection we have 
explained that our planet is not to be identified 
with the element Earth, which is nothing but 
Germs, constituting only the surface layer of our 
planet. Our Earth is rather an image of Prakriti, 
the universal creative energy of Nature, consisting 
not only of the five Elements, but also Electric 
energy and Heat, — the energy of Mind and Buddhi 
or the Moon and the Sun, — and what we have 
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described as Super-electric energy, corresponding 
to semen virile or the physical energy of the 
human Heart, created out of Food (MM. 1, 49-50). 
And it is on this that the idea of the Sankhya 
system is based (MM. II, 162, seq.). Our planet 
Earth has, therefore, to be personified as a Woman, 
and she has to be the Prakriti of the pure Sankhya. 
That is Kunti. (The Story of Kunti). 

Then we are told in the Upanishads that Food 
is the oldest of all beings (SEE. XV, 55); that all 
creatures live and breathe by Food (SEE. I, 204); 
and that the body is brought forth by Food, and 
its roots are in Food (SEE. I, 99). Eefore we 
describe the birth of Man or the Animal Kingdom, 
it is necessary for us to describe the birth of Food 
or the Vegetable Kingdom, on which all animals 
live; for even the carnivorous live on the herbivo- 
rous who, in their turn, live on the Vegetable 
Kingdom. 

This Vegetable Kingdom is also born on our 
planet Earth; and in this connection wc arc told 
in the Upanishads that all Food and all consumers 
of Food (Animals) arise from the Earth (SEE. 
I, 204). 

Again we are told that Food has the shape of 
Man (SEE. XV, 55); and so we have to personify 
Food as a Man, born on our planet Earth. That is 
Kama. (The Eirth of Kama). 

20. The Story of Kunti. 

The Eirth of Kunti.— We have now to per- 
sonify our planet Earth as a Woman, as a perfect 
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image of Praknti after the conception of the pure 
Sankhya, regarded as creative in her own character. 

The Family of Kunti. — But the real truth is 
that it is God who creates Prakriti herself ; and 
then, endowed with his creative energy, she can 
produce different forms of life. In this connection 
we have to understand the ancient idea of God, 
as characterized by all the power and glory and 
mystery we associate with the forces of Nature, 
together with the conception of a moral order, 
operating selflessly and for the benefit of all, des- 
cribed in one word as Sacrifice. If we believe that 
Nature is characterized by this moral Law, we hold 
that it is God who creates. This is the verdict 
of Vedanta, the final conclusion of all ancient 
thought of the Hindus. 

Thus we have to show that Prakriti is created 
by God ; or, in other words, she is born in the 
“family” of God ; and then, because people have 
erroneous views and believe that she has nothing 
to do with God, she should be taken out of his 
“family” and assigned to some one else. 

Kunti personifies our planet Earth, and so the 
Prakriti of the pure Sankhya ; and, corresponding 
to our explanation, we are told that she was the 
sister of the father of Krishna, the supreme Creator 
of the Universe, so that she may be said to have 
been born in the family of God himself. Then, in 
order to illustrate the common idea of Prakriti 
as something apart from God, we are told that 
when she was a child she was given away to 
Kuntibhoja. 
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Kunti . — Kunti is also written as Kunti, which 
is the same as Kumti, for the letter m is changed to 
n when it is followed by t according to rules of 
Sanskrit grammar. Now Kumti ( Kum, ti ) means 
“(ti, an older form of iti, MWD. p. 446) that is to 
say (kum) the Earth.” 

Kunti is, therefore, the Woman or creative 
energy of our planet Earth ; and we have shown 
that Woman is an emblem of Prakriti. Kunti is 
thus the Prakriti of the pure Sankhya, based on 
the creative character of Food ; and we are told in 
the Upanishads that Pood and Earth are often 
identified (MM. II, 226). 

Vritha . — Kunti is also called Prithu, which is 
derived from the same root as Prithvi or our 
planet Earth. 

21. The Birth of Karna. 

Karna, Grain, or Seed. — We have observed 
that the Vegetable Kingdom is the eldest child of 
our planet Earth. But all vegetable matter arises 
out of Seed ; and so we might say that grain, corn, 
or seed, — the essence of the Vegetable Kingdom 
and the basis of all Food, — should be personified as 
a Man. That is Karna. 

Kama. — One of the dictionary meanings of the 
word Karna is “ grain furnished with chaff ” 
(MWD. p. 256), that is, seed or grain fit not only 
for food, but for cultivation too. i 


1. There appears to be an obvious affinity 
between the words corn, grain, kernel, and Karna. 
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According to the method of Letter-analysis 
Kama (Ka, r, wa) means “(wa) physical energy of 
the Heart, associated with (r) the Senses of Action, 
(ka) conceived as the first creative energy of life.” 

Now we have explained that Food is trans- 
formed into semen virile or the physical energy of 
the Heart ; and it is on its creative character that 
the pure Sankhya system is based. We have 
shown that this system is also based on the 
character of the Senses of Action, and holds that 
Prakriti is the supreme creator of life (MM. II, 165, 
seq.). This means that Karwa personifies the pure 
Sankhya system, in respect of the creative charac- 
ter of Food. 

The Brahmana’s Mantra, — We have shown 
that Prakriti is conceived as creative in its own 
character in the pure Sankhya; and so if K\inti 
personifies Prakriti in this system, she should be 
conceived as creative in her own right. Corres- 
ponding to this we are told that a Brahmawa had 
given her the power to call up at will any one she 
liked to have children by. 

But the real truth is that Prakriti cannot 
create in her own right. She can do so only 
through the power of God ; and so, while Kunti 
cannot have any association with her “hiisband,” 
she has the power to invoke any god she likes to 
beget children. 

Kuntt Invokes the Sun. — We have said that 
the Vegetable Kingdom is created before the 
Animal Kingdom on our planet Earth. Now we 
are told in the Upanishads that the great Creator 
brooded over the waters, from which, thus brooded 
3n, arose Food (SBE, I, 240; XV, 28). Now the 
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word for “brooding” in the text is Tapas, which 
also means “heat,” the special characteristic of the 
Sun. Corresponding to this we must have the Sun 
in order that Seed or Grain should be born. And 
so we are told that Kunti invoked the Sun 
when she was a maiden, and out of her union with 
him Avas born Karwa; but she continued to be a 
virgin even after this. 

The Sun . — It might be of interest to note that 
one of the words iised for the Sun in the context 
is Tapana, which is akin to Tapas or “brooding.” 
The Sun is said to be the “father” of Kama; and 
this means that all Grain or Seed is born of the 
energy of the Sun. In other words, when the Sun 
shines on our planet Earth (Kunti), Grain or 
Seed (Karwa) is born. But this Grain cannot 
become manifest unless there is Water; and so, as 
we shall see in the Story, Kunti throws her “son” 
into water as soon as he is born. 

The Armour and Ear-rings op Karna. — 
Kama means Grain fit for food as well as cultiva- 
tion. Now we are told that Kama was born 
encased in a natural armour, and his face was 
brightened by ear-rings. This gives us the form 
of grain or seed as it actually is. It has a rind or 
hard case to cover it; and, as the seed grows into 
a tree, the latter has a bark to protect it. That 
might be said to be their natural armour. Then 
we notice that the Seed appears like an ear-ring in 
one form or another. Or, we might say that ear- 
rings are usually made after the form of some or 
the other kind of seed. 

Armour . — The word for Armour in the text is 
Kavacha, which means “ bark or rind ” (MWD. 
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p. 264). That is the natural armour of all seeds 
and trees, or the Vegetable Kingdom; and so is it 
of Karwa. 

Ear-rings . — The word for Ear-ring in the text 
is Ku»«?ala (Kun for kuna, and dala for drda), 
meaning “(dala) a branch (kuwa) bearing fruit.” 

We are told that Kama had ear-rings; and this 
literally means that Grain or Seed (Kama) grows 
into a branch of a tree, and bears fruit. 

Kunti throws Karna into Water. — The 
Upanishads tell us that all Pood is produced from 
Water (SBE. I, 94); and we see from experience 
that it must have water in order to grow. We 
place it in the soil or the Earth (Kunti) and, unless 
it is soaked in water, it cannot grow. W'e have 
trees and forests not only on our planet Earth, 
but in the sea as well ; and in all cases they must 
have water to grow. Corresponding to this we are 
told that Kunti threw her son Kama iuto water as 
soon as he was born. 

Water or Prakriti . — We have explained that 
Water is symbolic of Prakriti; and when Ganga 
throws her seven sons into water, it implies that 
she assigns them to Prakriti or indicates that they 
belong to a Prakritic system of thought. The same 
line of thought applies to Kama too. We have 
shown that Food is transformed into semen virile or 
the physical energy of the Heart, corresponding 
to which we have the idea of the creative energy 
of Prakriti, on which the pure Sankhya system is 
based. The throwing of Kama into Water implies 
that he belongs to a system of thought based on 
Prakriti. In other words, he personifies the 
Sankhva system in respect of the creative character 
of Pood. 
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Kunti Regains her Virginity. — The pure 
Sankhya holds that Prakrit! creates without the 
aid of Purusha or God. Indeed, the Purusha in this 
system is not God, but the individual Soul; and 
so Kunti, the Prakrit! of this system, can have 
no physical contact with any Purusha or 
“husband.” Wo are told that she regained her vir- 
ginity after her association with the Sun; and this 
corresponds to the association of our planet Earth 
(Kunti) with the Sun. The Sun creates life on the 
Earth, and yet the latter is a “virgin ’ for ever. 
She yields Pood without end, and in the Upanishads 
the Earth and Food are often identified (SBE. I, 
96-97). 

Karna is Brought up by Adhiratha and 
Radha. —The next point in connection with Food 
is that it supports the body, and we are told in the 
Upanishads that the body depends on or is rooted 
in food (SBE. I, 99). Indeed, we might say that 
we take food because we are anxious for the pre- 
servation of the body. This “anxiety for the 
body” is Adhiratha, who is said to have taken 
Kama (Food) out of water, and brought him up 
as his son. 

Adhiratha . — The word Adhiratha (Adhi, ratha) 
means “(adhi) anxiety regarding (ratha) the body.” 
We have explained that “ratha” or “ car ” in the 
Upanishads refers to the body (SBE. I, 233; XV, 
12, 294). Kama or Food is preserved because of 
“anxiety for the body” (Adhiratha). 

The Suta Class . — Adhiratha is said to belong 
to the Sata class; and the word is usually under- 
stood to mean “a charioteer.’ Now we are told in 
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the Upanishads that the body is the chariot, 
and the Mind or Buddhi its charioteer (SBE. XV, 
12, 294). In this connection we might say that it 
is Mind or Reason (Buddhi), or our thought that 
makes us anxious for the preservation of the body 
(Adhiratha as a Swta). In other words, when we 
think or use our intellect, we see the necessity of 
preserving the body by means of Food. 

The word Sttta also means “born, engendered; ’ 
and Adhiratha as a Swta would mean that “those 
who have anxiety for the body (Adhiratha) are 
the creatures born (S^ta).” In other words, all 
creatures have anxiety for the preservation of 
the body. It is an instinct with them. 

Radha. — Again, we eat food in order to be 
able to live and act, and to succeed in the work 
of our life. This is Radha, — the “desire to thrive 
in our work,” who is the “wife” or intimate asso- 
ciate of Adhiratha,— or “anxiety for the preserva- 
tion of the body.” 

Radha . — Radha (Radh, a) means “(a, sign of 
feminine gender. Woman being regarded as Prakri- 
ti or an instrument of creation) creative energy 
(radh) to thrive or succeed in work.” In other 
words, if we wish to live, we must preserve the 
body (Adhiratha); then, in order to live, we must 
act, for without that even the barest existence will 
be impossible (BhG. Ill, 5); and then we wish to 
thrive or succeed in our work (Radha). For all 
this we must have Food (Kama); and so we are 
told in the Bhagavad Gita that all creatures arise 
from Food, and Food is closely allied to Sacrifice 
or creative and selfless Action (III, 14-15). 

Radha as a Gopi, beloved of Krishna . — Radha 
is also the name of the beloved Gopi or Cowherdess 
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of Krishna, the supreme Creator of the universe. 
But in this case Radha would signify Prakriti or 
universal Nature, and it is this that is beloved of 
God. In other words, God loves Prakriti or 
Nature; and it is out of this love that the uni- 
verse evolves. 

Radha . — One of the many meanings of the word 
Radha is “lightning” (MWD. p. 876) which, as we 
have explained, refers to Electric or Super-electric 
energy, corresponding to the energy of the Mind 
or the Heart (MM. I, 166, n. 2). We have also 
shown that this Super-electric energy refers to the 
Soul in its Purushic or positive aspect, and to the 
physical energ}'^ of the Heart or semen virile in its 
Prakritic or negative aspect (MM. II, 78-79). The 
latter again is the creative energy of Prakriti or 
Nature according to the Sankhya, Now Rodha, 
as “lightning” refers to the physical energy of the 
Heart, or the creative energy of Prakriti; that is, 
all manifest Nature or life. And it is this that is 
beloved of Krishna or God. 

Radha and Kama . — Radha as “lightning” refers 
also to the energy of the Mind, and Kama is Pood; 
and we are told in the Upanishads that the subtlest 
portion of Food becomes the Mind (MM. II, 228, 
n. 1 ). This gives us a further connection between 
Radha and Kama. 

Karna Worships the Sun. — We are told that 
Kama worshipped the Sun, and when his bad 
was heated with its rays, he could refuse nothing 
to the Brahmanas. 

In this connection we are told in the Upanishadi 
that “herbs are produced on the Earth, and Agn 
(Sun) makes them ripe and sweet” (SBE. I, 211) 
We actually see that all seed, fruit, or the Vege 
table Kingdom is made ripe and sweet by th< 
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Sun, and it is then that it supports life. Corres- 
ponding to this we are told that Kama (Seed) 
worshipped the Sun till his back was heated with 
its rays (it became ripe); and then he satisfied the 
wants of Brahmanas or all those who need it to 
do their work intelligently in life. In other words, 
grain or seed, when it becomes ripe and sweet, 
supports life and satisfies the wants of those who 
partake of it. 

. The Character of Karna. — The different 
points in connection with Kama may now be sum- 
marized as follows: — 

(1) . When the Earth (Kunti) is heated by the 
Sun, Seed or Grain is born. The Seed may, there- 
fore, be said to be a form of the Earth itself, and 
so in the Upanishads the two are often identified. 

(2) . But Seed cannot sprout unless it is placed 
in water or soil soaked in water (Kama is thrown 
into water by Kunti). Hence we are told that all 
Seed, the basis of all Food, comes out of Water. 

(3) . All seeds and trees, or the whole Vege- 
table Kingdom, is supplied by nature with a rind 
or bark, which serves as its armour or protection. 
All seed has power to grow into a tree, which has 
branches, and bears fruit, having the appearance 
of an ear-ring (Kam-a has a natural armour and 
ear-rings). 

(4) . We eat food because we are anxious to 
preserve our body (Adhiratha), and because it en- 
ables us to thrive and succeed in our work (Radha). 
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(5). All seed or grain becomes ripe and sweet 
through the heat of the Sun, and then it satisfies 
the wants of those who wish to live and work in 
life (Kama worships the Sun and can refuse 
nothing to the Brahmanas). 

Karna in the Epic. — We have shown how the 
story of the birth of Karna is nothing but a descrip- 
tion of Food as it is given in the Upanishads and 
other sacred books; and we shall see in the course 
of these pages how all that refers to him in the 
Epic may be rendered in terms of Food and the 
pure Sankhya system based on its creative energy. 
He becomes the lord of the kingdom of Anga, 
because it is Food that builds up the body, and 
the literal meaning of the word Anga is “the 
body.” As we shall see, the five Pandava brothers 
personify five parts of one Man; and so the 
hostility between them and Kama corresponds to 
that between Food and the Eater of Food, for Man 
is the highest manifestation of the Animal King- 
dom, — the Eater of Food. Of the five Pawdava 
brothers Arjuna personifies Prawa or vital Breath 
as the energy of Action and the vehicle of the Soul; 
and the hostility between Arjuna and Karwa is the 
greatest and it is Arjuna alone who can “slay” Kar- 
wa, because Food can be grasped by Breath orPrawa 
alone (MM. II, 227, n. 2). Then we are told that 
Trees (Vegetable Kingdom) have life and are not 
inanimate. They have space and heat within 
them; they have perception of touch, sight and 
smell; they draw water by their roots; they suffer 
disease and can be cured; and they are subject to 
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pleasure and pain. i In other words, the Vege- 
table Kingdom functions in almost the same manner 
as the Animal Kingdom; and so Kama is able to 
perform the same feats of strength in the Tourna- 
ment as Arjuna himself. Then we are told that 
eating Food is an act of Sacrifice offered to Pra/ta 
or the Soul (MM. II, 227, n. 4). Kama may, 
therefore, be said to be capable of making this 
Sacrifice, and so is competent to win Draupadi, 
who, as we shall see, is a symbol of Sacrifice. 
But he cannot win her because this Sacrifice cannot 
be performed without the Soul or the Eater of 
Food. Hence it is the Soul of Man (Arjuna) alone 
who can win Draupadi. Then Kama insults 
Draupadt in the Assembly Hall of the Kauravas, 
and the whole idea is to be understood in the light 
of the Sankhya system which he personifies. Then 
we are told that Kama, in order to please Dur- 
yodhana, conquered the whole world; and the 
Sacrifice that was offered in this connection was 
with the Golden Plough. This implies that the 
whole world is dependent on Food; for “by Food we 
conquer this world, by Food we conquer the other,” 
it is said (SBE. I, 204); and it is by means of 
cultivation or Sacrifice (creative action) made 
through the Plough that the Seed becomes creative, 
reproduces itself, and so makes a Sacrifice, Thus 
we shall see that the whole story of Kama in 
the Epic is nothing but a description of 
Food, Seed, or the Vegetable Kingdom, as it is 
given in the Upanishads and other Sacred Books 
of the Hindus. 


]. MBh. /Santi P. XII, clxxxiv; MM. Ill, 253. 



CHAPTER IV 


THE FIVE PAiVZ>AVA BROTHERS 
OR 

THE BIRTH OF MAN 


22. Vriiha and Vandxi, 23. Vandxx and Mntdr/. 24. Tho Five 
Sons of 'Pandxx. 25. The Death of Vandn and M^dr/. 26. The 
Death of Satyavat/ and Ambalika. 

A Summary. 

After describing the birth of the Vegetable 
Kingdom, it is necessary to describe the birth of 
the Animal Kingdom, and personify it as Man. 

But we have to see how Man can rise from 
Jainism or Sankhya-Nyaya to higher forms of 
thought ; and so he must be born as a son to 
Vandu who personifies this system. 

But before we consider the birth of Man, Vandn 
must have an appropriate Prakriti or “wife.” 

We see that he personifies Sankhya-Nyaya ; 
and so he must have two forms of Prakriti, or two 
“wives.” 

The Prakriti of the pure Sankhya is Kunti; 
and so he is married to her. (Pritha and Vandn). 

After this he must have the Prakriti of Nyaya, 
and that is Madri. {Vavidn and Madri). 
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We have explained that Man must take his 
birth in the house of Vandu who personifies 
Jainism or Sunkhya-Nyaya ( MM. II, 345, n. 1 ). 
But there are two main divisions in the body of 
Man, (1) the trunk from the crown of the head to 
the organ of excretion, and (2) the arms and legs. 
In animals the arms correspond to fore-legs, and 
legs to hind-legs ; and even if these be severed, the 
animal will continue to live. We might, therefore, 
represent the former as born of one mother, and 
the latter of another. These are the sons of Kunti 
and Madri. 

Then we mxy divide the trunk of Man into 
three parts. At the crown of the head is centred 
Buddhi ; at the brows is the Mind ; and then wo 
get the organs of the Senses, — the ears, eyes, etc., 
which function through the action of Breath or 
Pr(Wia, and it for this reason that they are all called 
Pranas in the Upanishads (MM. II, 224, n. 4). The 
three divisions of the upper part of the body are, 
therefore, Buddhi, Mind, and Prana ; and these 
are the three sons of Kunti, — Yudhishihira, Bhima, 
and Arjuna. 

Then we have to personify Arms and Legs, 
which appear to be like twins ; and these are the 
two sons of Madri, — Nakula and Sahadeva. 

Thus we see that the body of Man may be 
divided into two sections, — the head and the trunk, 
and arms and legs. The first of these may be sub- 
divided into three, and the second into two parts; 
and this gives us the three sons of Kunti and 
two of Madr*. (The Five Sons of Panrfu). 
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Man is now born in Sankhya-Nyaya or as a 
Jaina ; and so there is no further need to personify 
this system through Vandu. He, therefore, goes 
out of the picture and passed awiiy. 

In the same manner there is no further need 
of Madn, the Prakriti of Nyaya, for there is 
already Gandhari who personifies this system. 
And so Madri too passes away. Kunti personifies 
the Prakriti of the pure Sankhya, and so she re- 
mains. (The Death of Pawdu and Madri). 

We have shown that the system of thought, 
based on the creative character of Prakriti, is 
Sankhya-Nyaya-Vaiseshika, corresponding to which 
we have Buddhism and Jainism as systems of 
religion. In order to understand the creative 
character of Prakriti, we need to grasp its idea 
mainly in these three systems, — Sankhya, Nyaya 
and Vaiseshika. These are Kunti, Gandhar?, and 
Ambika. There is no further need for the Prakriti 
of other systems, and so the Prakriti of ^Saivism or 
Yoga-Vai.seshik<i-Nyaya, and of Nyaya, — that is 
Satyavati and Ambalika — pass away. (The Death 
of Satyavati and Ambalika). 

22. Pritha and Pandu. 

Pritha and Pandu. — We have shown why it is 
neces«ary that Man should be born as a Jaina, so 
that we might see how he can rise to higher systems 
of thought. Jainism corresponds to Sankhya- 
Nyaya, and is personified by Pandu ; and so Pandu 
must be associated with Prakriti or a “wife” in 
both these systems. We have observed that 
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Kunti is the Prakriti of the Sankhya, and so 
Pawdu is married to her first of all. 

23. Pandu and Maori. 

Pandu and Maori. — After the pure Sankhya, 
Vandxx must be associated with the Prakriti of 
Ny«ya to complete his idea as the Purusha of 
Sankhya-Nyaya. The Prakriti of Nyaya is Modri, 
and so after his marriage with Kunti, he is wedded 
to her too. 

Madri . — Madri is the feminine form of Madra 
which means “of Madra,” and Madra (Ma, dra) 
means “(dra for dra, MWD. p. 500) to run to (ma) 
the Senses of Knowledge, the basis of Nyaya.” 
Madra signifies, therefore, the Nyaya system of 
thought; and, as Woman personifies Prakriti, 
Madri, the feminine of Madra or Madra (MWD. p. 
808), is the Prakriti of this system. 

Szlya. — iS'alya is the brother of Madri, and he 
personifies Sankhya-Nyaya or Jainism like Pandu. 
The word ^S'alya {Sa,, 1, ya) means “(ya) he who 
personifies (1) the ten objects of the Senses in rela- 
tion to (sa) the Senses of Knowledge.” 

We have explained that the Senses of Know- 
ledge constitute the basis of Nyaya, while the five 
Senses of Action and their five objects, — making 
ten, would refer to the pure Sankhya. <Salya per- 
sonifies, therefore, Sankhya-Nyaya or the Jaina 
system of religion. , 

24. The Five Sons op Pandu. 

The Power op Kunti. — We have now to see 
how Man is born as a Jaina, that is, in the 
Sankhya-Nyaya system of thought. His father 
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must, therefore, be Ponrfu, the Pufusha of this 
system. But the Purusha in this system cannot 
create. The Sankhya has no place for him, and 
the Nyaya holds that he is but a spectator of the 
work of Praknti. The chief creator in this system 
is Prakriti; and we have two forms of it, — the 
Praknti of the Sankhya and of Nyaya, or Kunti 
and Madri respectively. Both of them can create; 
but the Praknti of the Sankhya, viz., Kunti, is 
more creative than the Praknti of Nyaya or 
Madri. Kunti is also our planet Earth, and so 
it would be convenient to regard her as the chief 
creator of Man; for then we shall see how the 
Vegetable Kingdom (Kama) and the Ai'imal King- 
dom (Pandavas or Man) both take their birth on 
Earth, and mark by what stages Man can rise from 
the system of his birth to higher forms of thought. 
The birth of Man should, therefore, take place 
through the power of Kunti. 

The Share of Kunti and Madri. — We have 
explained that all creatures born from the womb 
have an upper and a lower part, the former extend- 
ing from the crown of the head to the organ of 
excretion, and the latter consisting of legs. In 
Man the arms correspond to the fore-legs of ani- 
mals, and the legs to hind-legs (MM. II, 345, n. 1). 
These two parts are quite separate and apart, and 
a creature would still continue to live even though 
deprived of the lower part or legs (arms and legs 
in the case of Man). And so, in order to distin- 
guish between them, we might say that the upper 
part is created by one mother, and the lower by 
another. 
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In this connection we have explained that we 
have to show that Man is born on our planet Earth, 
and in the Sankhya-Nyaya or Jaina system of 
religion. The most important part of Man, 
therefore, is born of Kunti, who personifies Earth 
and Prakriti of the Sankhya; and so it would be 
convenient to represent his upper part, extending 
from the crown of the head to the organ of excre- 
tion, as born of her; while the arms and legs may 
be said to have been created by Madri. 

The three Sons of Kunti. — We have ex- 
plained that the ancients believed that the differ- 
ent energies of Man are centred in different parts. 
Among the senses, it is the ears alone that can 
hear, and the eyes alone that can see; and so each 
organ of sense has its own function to perform, 
and its definite place in the constitution of the 
body. In the same manner the place of the Mind 
is the brow, and of Buddhi the crown of the head, 
while the Soul dwells in the Heart within (MM. I, 
155-156; MM. II, 345-346). Now we have to 
represent the upper part of Man, extending from 
the crown of the head to the organ of excretion. 
The crown of the head is Buddhi, the brow is the 
Mind, and then we get the organs of the Senses 
of Knowledge and Action, from the ears down- 
wards. All these function through the energy of 
Breath or Prawa, and so they are all called Pranas 
in the Upanishads (MM. II, 224, n. 4). As Prana 
is also the vehicle of the Soul, it would be con- 
venient to divide the upper part of Man into three 
parts, — Buddhi, Mind, and Prana or Breath; and 
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the last would include the Senses and the idea of 
Prana as the vehicle of the Soul. The idea of 
Buddhi and Mind is clear enough (MM. I, 66-68); 
but, if we understand Prana or Breath in this 
comprehensive way, it can include all ideas of the 
Soul in the light of the different systems of Hindu 
Philosophy (MM. II, 222-225). Then, as Man has 
to ascend from the lowest to the highest scale of 
thought, we can examine the evolution of the idea 
of Soul according to each as something different, 
and yet having something that is common to alb 

Thus we have to represent the three parts of 
the upper division of Man, — Buddhi . Mind , and 
Prana or Breat h, having Kunti for their mother; 
and they are Yudhish ^hira, Bhima, and Arjuna 
respectivel y. 

The two Sons op Madri. — Then we notice 
that the lower part of Man consists of Arms and 
Legs. They are Nakula and Sahadeva, the twin 
sons of Madri; and we see that Arms and Legs 
are so alike in each part that they might easily 
be called twins. We shall presently see how all 
this can be explained in detail in the light of the 
Story of the Epic. 

Pandu as King. — We are told that Pan<fu was 
chosen to be king in preference to Dhritarashira, 
who was older than he. We have explained that 
Pandu personifies in general the whole range of 
Sankhya-Nyaya-Vaiseshika,— the system of thought 
based on the idea of Prakriti as the chief creator 
of life, on which Buddhism and Jainism are based; 
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but as Nyaya-Vaiseshika or Buddhism is personi- 
fied by Dhritarashfra, Fand\x personifies more 
particularly Sankhya-Nyaya or the Jaina system. 
This is convenient, because we have to show how 
Man can rise from Jainism to higher forms 
of thought (MM. IV, 47). 

As we have to proceed from the known to the 
unknown, or the lower to the higher forms of 
thought, it is necessary that we should fix our 
attention first of all on Jainism or Sankhya-Nyaya; 
and so must follow Pandu in preference to Dhrita- 
rash^ra as our “king.” 

Hastinapura. — We have explained that Pawdu 
is “lord” of a system of thought based on the 
creative character of Prakriti; and so he is said to 
rule at Hastinapura which signifies the same thing. 

Hastinapura . — The word Hastinapura (Hast 
for hasta, ina, a, pura) means “(pura) a city (a) 
associated with (ina) the master of (hasta) action 
or the number twentyfour.” 

The word Hasta means “Hand,” which, as we 
have explained, is the instrument of Action (MM. 
I, 70), and so it may be said to signify Action. In 
the same manner Prakriti is derived from “kri” 
and signifies Action iMM. II, 116, n. 1). Hasta also 
means “a measure of twentyfour Angulas orfingers;” 
and this number is symbolic of the twenty-four 
topics of the Sankhya system (MM. I, 100). Hence 
Hasta may be said to refer to the Sankhya system 
of thought; and Hastinapura, or “the city of the 
lord of Hasta or the Sankhya system,” may be 
said to refer to the next higher system, or Nyaya. 
Hastinapura is, therefore, the city of Nyaya, and 
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Vandxx, as a representative of Jainism or Sankhya- 
Nyaya, rules in this city. So does Dhritarashira, 
the chief representative of Buddhism or Nyaya- 
Vaiiseshika; and we see that Nyaya is common to 
both these systems of Philosophy and Religion. 

Nagapura. - Hastinapura is also called Nagapura 
or the “city of Naga or the Elephant.” But the 
word Naga (N, a, ga) really means “(ga) the Senses 
of Knowledge (a) associated with (na) the Senses 
of Knowledge.” As the Senses of Knowledge are 
the basis of Nyaya, “the city of the Naga” is 
really the “city of Nyaya.” Thus we see that the 
idea of Hastinapura and Nagapura is exactly the 
same. 

Pandu Retires into a Forest. — We are told 
that, after a time Vandn retired into a forest. 
Now a Jaina, whether of the Digambara or the 
**?vetambara school, holds that all life is born of 
Prakriti, and is an evil, and salvation lies in re- 
nouncing all kinds of activity. Hence 'Pandu, who 
personifies Jainism, renounces his kingdom, and 
retires into a forest. 

Dhritarashtra Rules in his Place.— When 
Pandu retires, Dhritarashtra rules in his place; and 
he personifies Buddhism. We have explained that 
the Hinayana school of Buddhism is almost the 
same as the ^Svetambara school of Jainism, and it 
holds that all life is created by Prakriti, and if 
God exists, he is either a spectator of Prakriti, or 
has, at best, but a small share in her work. But 
the Mahayana school of Buddhism gives a larger 
place to God as creator; and Dhritarashtra personi- 
fies both the schools of Buddhism. He believes. 
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therefore, in Action conceived as a Sacrifice, 
much more than Pamfu; and so he cannot 
renounce the world as easily as that prince. 
Dhritarashira, therefore, rules in Hastinopura, the 
city of Nyaya, after Pa/ufu retires into a forest. 

The Curse of the Deer. — Pa/idu, as we have 
explained, really personifies the whole range of 
Sankhya-Nyaya-Vaiseshika, or both Buddhism and 
Jainism; and it is only because Buddhism is 
personified by Dhritarashira, that he has chosen 
to represent Jainism alone (MM. IV, 47). But now 
he cannot change without changing his whole 
character and spoiling the unity of the idea of the 
Epic. He has to confine himself to Sankhya- 
Nyaya; and if he wishes to associate himself with 
the Vaiseshika, he will lose his character, and so 
be of little use to us. He must in that case pass 
away or “die.” That is the idea of the “Curse of 
the Deer.” 

It is said that Pa«du shot a deer in company 
with its mate, and the latter cursed him, saying 
“death will overtake you as soon as you feel the 
influence of desire.” We have explained that 
Desire is the chief characteristic of the Mind (MM. 
I, 68, n. 3; 281, n. 7); and it is on the Mind that 
the Vaiseshika system is based. If Vandu feels the 
influence of Desire, it means that he wishes to 
associate himself with the Vaiseshika system, 
holding that all life is created out of the union of 
Purusha and Prakriti or the male and the female 
(MM. II, 140-141); and, as soon as he does so, he 
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loses his character as a representative of Jainism, 
and so must pass out of the picture or “die.” 

Pandu Adopts the Vow of Celibacy. — Pa«du 
personifies the two schools of Jainism, in neither of 
which has God or Purusha any active share in the 
creative work of life. In the Digambara school, 
corresponding to the pure Sankhya, there is no 
place for God in the scheme of the universe, while 
the <§vetambara school regards him only as a 
spectator of the work of Nature or Prakriti. 
Vandn has to retain his character as personifying 
Sankhya-Nyoya; and, as he cannot have any crea- 
tive contact with Prakriti or woman, he takes the 
vow of celibacy. 

Pandu wishes to see Brahma — We have ex- 
plained that Brahma is the supreme deity of Jain- 
ism and Buddhism, or Sankhya-Nyaya and Nyaya- 
Vaiseshika (MM. II, 297. seq.y, and so we are told 
that Pandu wished to see Brahma, the diety of his 
own system of thought. 

The Sonless have no place in Brahma’s 
Heaven — Brahma is the deity not only of Sankhya 
and Nyaya, but of the Vaiseshika too; and accord- 
ing to the latter Purusha and Prakriti are joint 
creators of life, and the universe may be said to be 
their issue. To have a son, therefore, implies 
belief in the creative character of God and accept- 
ance of the Vaiseshika system of thought ; and it 
is for this reason that a true Hindu is enjoined to 
have a son. If he has one, he cannot be a Jaina 
or believe that God (Purusha) has nothing to do 
with the creation of life. Hence, as Brahma is the 
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deity of the Vai«eshika too, it is necessary to 
believe in this system or to have a son, in order 
to believe in that god. And so we are told that 
there is no place for the sonless in the heaven of 
Brahma. 

Pandu wishes to have Sons. — Vandn is 
really associated with the Vakeshika (MM. IV, 47); 
and so he wishes to have sons. 

He Begs Kunti to Create. — But, for the 
moment, Pandu has chosen to personify Sankhya- 
Nyaya or Jainism ; and, if there be any truth in 
this system, Prakriti, specially that of the Sankhya 
regarded as the sole creator of life, should be 
able to create. And so he asks Kunti, the Prakriti, 
of this system, to create. 

Kunti Invokes Dharma : the Birth of 
Yudhishthira. — But Prakriti, even in the San- 
khya, cannot really create. It is only Purusha or 
God who can do so; but Prakriti may be endowed 
with this power at the hands of God himself, and 
then, with his Maya or creative energy, she can 
create. Kunti has, therefore, been given the 
power to invoke any one she likes with intent to 
create; and so she calls Dharma, and, through him, 
gives birth to Yudhishihira, who personifies 
Buddhi, the highest energy of Prakriti in the 
Sankhya. 

Yudhishthira . — The word Yudhishihira is com- 
posed of Yudhi and shihira; and of these yudhi is 
the locative of yudh and shihira is used for sthira 
(MWD p. 855), and Yudhishfhira is usually under- 
stood to mean “(sthira) firm (yudhi) in war.” But 
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the word really means “(sthira) firm (yudhi) in 
yudh;” and yudh (y, u, dh) means “(dh) Mind 
associated with (u) the Senses of Knowledge and 
(y) Buddhi.” Yudhish^hira is, therefore, one who 
is “firm in Buddhi, associated with the Mind and 
the Senses of Knowledge;” and we have explained 
that Buddhi is usually associated with the Mind, 
and the latter with the Senses of Knowledge 
(MM. I, 65, 66, 68-70). 

Dharma . — Dharma is said to be the father of 
Yudhishdiira, and this word is frequently used in 
the different s 3 ^stems of Hindu Philosophy, signify- 
ing sometimes Buddhi and sometimes the Mind. 
Its older and Vedic form is Dharman (MWD. pp. 
510, 512); and Dharman (Dhar for dhara, and 
man) means “(dhara) sustaining (man, the root 
of manas, the Mind) the Mind.” Thus we might 
say that Dharman refers to Buddhi, for it is 
Buddhi that “supports the Mind.” 

Dharma is also said to be the god of Jxistice, 
and is personified in the Sacred Books as Indra, 
the god of Buddhi. Justice requires calm and 
deliberate judgment, and that is specially charac- 
teristic of Buddhi (MM. I, 65 66). 

Dharma also signifies the Mind, and refers to 
the Vaiseshika system of thought based on its 
character; and the very opening Sffltra of this 
system begins with a reference to Dharma. 

The idea of Dharma as signifying both Buddhi 
and Mind is in consonance with their character. 
The connection between Buddhi and Mind is 
close and intimate. Both refer to the power of 
thought. All knowledge arises out of the contact 
of the Senses with the objects of life, and then we 
ask the qa3.3tioaii, — whence, whither a,nd why ? 
The faculty that asks these questions is said to be 
the Mind. Then we try and solve these questions. 
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and the faculty that succeeds in answering them is 
said to be Buddhi. The difference between Buddhi 
and Mind has already been explained (MM. I, 68). 

The Field of Dharma . — As Dharma refers also 
to the Mind, the basis of the Vaiseshika, it may 
be of interest to note that the “Field of 
Dharma” would refer to this system of thought. 
We are told in the Bhagavad Gita that the armies 
of the Kauravas and Pawdavas met in Kuru- 
kshetra, the Field of Dharma. Now Kurukshetra' 
(Kuru, kshetra) means “(kshetra) the Field of 
(kuru) the imperative (necessity) of Action and 
the meeting of the hosts in Kurukshetra signifies 
that they had both accepted the proposition that 
necessary actions must be performed. Then it is 
said that they met in the Field of Dharma, that is, 
the Vais’eshika system of thought. In other words, 
they had both agreed that God and Nature com- 
bined create the universe. Proceeding from this, 
the Pawdavas had to show that God is the supreme 
Creator of the universe and Nature is but a 
spectator of his work. 

Bhima. — After the birth of Yudhishfhira, 
Kunti thought of Vayu, and out of her associa- 
tion with him was born Bhfma, who personifies 
the Mind. 

m 

Bhima . — The word Bh?ma has a number of 
meanings in the dictionary. It is the name of 
/Siva and Rudra, and is said to be one of the eight 
forms of Mahadeva (MWD. 758); and we have ex- 
plained that (Siva or Rudra personifies the Mind 
(MM. I, 388-392). 

Vrikodara . — Bhima is also called Vrikodara 
(Vrika, udara) which means “(Vrika) Moon (udara) 
belly, — that is Moon-bellied and we have point- 
ed out that the Moon is a symbol of the Mind (MM. 
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I, 66, n, 6). This name of Bhima signifies that 
that hero refers to the Mind. 

The Son of Vayu . — Bhima is said to be the son 
of Vayu, and we have explained that Vayu in the 
Vedas refers to vital Air or Prarea (MM. I. 412-419). 
In what sense can Vayu or Prawa be said to be 
the “father” of the Mind? In this connection it 
may be of interest to note that the Upanishads 
tell us that the Mind is fastened to Prana (MM. II. 
232, n. 2); and that would appear to be the idea 
of Vayu as the father of Bhima in the Epic. The 
meaning is that it is Prana or Breath that controls 
the Mind; and this is an essential point in Pra- 
nayama or the art of Breath-control. 

Duryodhana and Bhima . — It is said that at the 
time when Bhima was born to Kunti, Duryodhana 
was born to Gandhari; and this would appear to 
signify that both of them personify the same or 
almost the same idea. In this connection we have 
observed that Duryodhana ])ersonifie8 Buddhism or 
Vaiseshika-Nyaya, based on the character of the 
Mind and the Senses of Knowledge. Now we are 
told that, as soon as the Mind is born, Ether is 
created too (MM. I, 43, n. I; 68), and the Senses 
of Knowledge are associated with this element. In 
other words, the Mind is always associated with the 
Senses of Knowledge; and that is the idea of 
Duryodhana. , 

'Duryodhana . — The word Duryodhana (Durya, 
u, dha, na) means “(Durya) a residence of (u, a 
particle of emphasis) emphatically (dha) the Mind 
and (na) the Senses of Knowledge.” Duryodhana 
signifies, therefore, the “residence” or meeting place 
of the Mind and the Senses of Knowledge, or 
Vakeshika-Nyaya on which the two schools of Bud- 
dhism are based. 

Arjuna. — After the birth of Bhima, Kunti 
thought of Indra, and of him was born Arjuna, who 
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personifies Breath or Pra/ia as the energy of all 
Action in Man as well as the vehicle of the Soul. 

Indra in the Vedas. — We have explained that 
Endra in the Vedas personifies Buddhi (MM. I, 
339-357); and then we are told that Buddhi and 
the Soul are for practical purposes identified. 
(MM. I, 67, n. 3 ). Hence Indra is identified 
with Prajnatman or the self-conscious Soul in the 
Upanishads. ^ Again, the son is said to be the 
image of his father in the sacred books, and go 
father and son are often identified. Hence Arjuna, 
like Indra, may be said to personify the self-con- 
scious Soul. But, as Breiith or Prana is the vehicle 
of the Soul, and we understand the Soul first of 
all through Prana, Arjuna is to be understood first 
of all as Prana or Breath, and then as the Soul. 

Dhananjaya . — Dhananjaya is one of the many 
names of Arjuna, and the word means “a vital 
breath” (MWD. p. 508); and that is exactly the 
idea of Arjuna as we have explained. 

The idea of Arjuna in the Epic. — Arjuna 
signifies Breath or Prana, and each system of 
thought has its own conception of Prana. The 
Sankhya conceives of it as something physical, 
more or less in the light of the element Air and the 

1. Indra says “I am Prana.” (Ait-.4r. Up. II, 
ii, 3, 4; SBE I, 219). In the same Upanishad Indra 
is again associated with Prana {Ibid. p. 228). Then 
again Indra says, “I am Prana; meditate on me as 
the conscious Self (Prajnatman)” (Kaush. Up. Ill, 
ii; SBE. I, 294). Finally we are told that Prana 
alone is the conscious Self (Ibid. p. 295). This 
explains the connection between Indra, Prana, and 
the Soul in the Upanishads. 
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physical energy of Action; while Vedanta 
regards it as the vehicle of the Soul, and 
all other systems in the light of their own basic 
idea and energy (MM. U, 222-225). And so we 
might say that, beginning with the physical 
idea of Prana as Air, we rise to its conception as 
pervading the Senses of Knowledge and Action, as 
controlling the Mind, as the receptacle of Buddhi, 
and finally as the vehicle of the Soul. And so is 
Prana identified with the Soul in the end. This is 
the idea of Arjuna in the Epic, and this too is the 
histor^’^ of the evolution of Man, rising from the 
physical basis of life (Sankhya) to perfect conscious- 
ness of the Soul (V'^edanta); and it is this that is 
pictured in the Mahabharata, having Arjuna for 
its hero. 

Nakula and Sahadeva.— Then we are told 
that, at the instance of Madri, Kunt? thought of 
the two Aisvins for her, and of them were born 
the twins Nakula and Sahadeva. They personify 
the Arms and Legs of Man. 

The TWO Asvins. — We have explained that the 
two Asvins in the Vedas personify two aspects of 
Ether, characterized by elliptical and wave motion 
respectively. These we have for convenience’ sake 
called Purushic and Prakritic Ether in the First 
Volume, corresponding to which we have the 
Senses of Knowledge and Action, and the Sankhya 
and Nyaya systems of thought (MM. I, 361-371; 
II, 148-180). Ether, as we have explained, is 
characterized by Motion; and the instrument of 
motion in animals is their Legs. The chief species 
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of the viviparous or those born of the womb have 
two fore-legs and two hind legs: and these in Man 
correspond to arms and legs respectively. These 
are personified by Nakula and Sahadeva; and, as 
arms and legs correspond to each other in every 
part and so may be said to be twins, Nakula and 
Sahadeva are also described as twins. 

Three Sons of Kunti and Two of Madri. — 
We have observed that the body consists of two 
parts, the upper and lower, — the former extending 
from the crown of the head to the organ of 
excretion, and the latter consisting of arms and 
legs in Man. To distinguish between these two 
parts, we have two mothers of Man, Kunti and 
Modri. Then the first part of Man is divided into 
three parts, — Buddhi, centred in the crown of the 
head, Mind centred in the brows, and Prana or 
Breath pervading all the Senses from the ears to 
the organ of excretion and also as the vehicle of 
the Soul. This completes the upper part, and its 
three divisions are personified by Yudhishihira, 
Bhima and Arjuna, the three sons of Kunti. 
After that we get the lower part, consisting of 
arms and legs, and these are personified by the two 
sons of Madri, Nakula and Sahadeva. 

The Five Pandava Brothers or the Birth 
OF Man. — Thuslvve see that the five Pantiava 
brothers are but We parts of one Man, and they 
are born as a child is born, head foremost. 
When a child is born, the first thing to appear is 
the crown of the head, the place of Buddhi (MM. 
I, 155; II, 345-346), and that is Y^udhish^hira. 



88 


THE MYSTERY OP THE MAHABHARATA 


Then the brow appears, and that is the centre of 
the Mind, or Bhima. After that we get the organs 
of the Senses from the ears downwards, through 
which Breath or Prana passes, and that is Arjuna. 
Then we get arms and legs, and they are Nakula 
and Sahadeva^ 

The Pandava Brothers in the Epic. — Thus 
we see that Man, consisting of five parts, is born 
on this Earth (Kunti), and lie is said to be the 
child of (Pan(fu) Sankhya-Nyaya or the Jaina 
system of religion. The Story of the Mahabharata 
is nothing but an account of the progress of Man 
from the system of his birth (Jainism) to higher 
forms of thought, culminating in V edanta; and we 
shall see in the course of these pages how this is so. 

25 . The Death of Panhu and Madri. 

The Death of Pandu.- We have explained 
that Pandu personifies Sankhya-Nyaya-Vakeshika 
or both Buddhism and Jainism; but, as Buddhism 
is personified by Dhritarasldra too, Pandu is con- 
fined to Jainism alone. 

Now we have the five sons of Pandu or Man 
born in the Jaina system, and so there is no 
further need for Pandu to remain. Hence he must 
go out of the picture or “die.” 

Then we have seen that Pandu really personi- 
fies Sankhya-Nyaya-VaLseshika; but so far he has 
played the role only of Sankhya-Nyaya. It is 
now time that he personified the Vai-seshika too. 
This is all the more necessary because he has got 
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“sons” and this system holds that the universe is 
the child of the union of Purusha and Prakriti; 
and so whenever a person has a son, he may be 
said to have accepted the Vaiseshika system of 
thought. 

Now we have explained that the Vaweshika is 
based on the creative nature of the Mind, which 
is characterized by Desire; and so when Pawdu 
refers to this system, he comes to be filled with 
Desire, and seeks association with Madri, the 
Prakriti of Nyaya. He cannot have any associa- 
tion with Kuntj, the Prakriti of the Sankhya, 
because the latter has no place for Purusha or 
“husband” in its scheme; but Nyaya has a place 
for him, however small, and so Vandn desires the 
company of Madri. 

But, though VandvL really personifies Sankhya- 
Nyaya-Vai,seshika, he has all the time confined 
himself to Sankhya-Nyaya; and so he cannot take 
to the Vai<seshika without losing his character. If 
he does so, he ceases to be what he has been all 
along; and so we are told that, when he was filled 
with desire for Madri, the curse of the deer came 
to pass and he died. 

The Death of Madri. — Modri is the Prakriti 
of Nyoya, and that is personified by Gandhari too. 
So long as Pa^idu was alive, he had to be associa- 
ted with both Sankhya and Nyaya systems of 
thought, and so had two forms of Prakriti. 
But after his “death” there is no further need for 
Madri to represent Nyaya, which has its Prakriti 
in Gandhari, and so Madri is said to follow her 
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lord in death. Kunti cannot do so, because we 
must have the Prakriti of the pure Sankhya, and 
there is no one else to take her place. 

The Pandavas in Hastinapura. — Man (Paw- 
dava brothers) is born in Sankhya-Nyaya or 
Jainism, and so he is brought to Hastinapura, 
the city of Nyaya or the >Svetambara school of 
Jainism. It is there that our Story will begin, 
because the ancients believed that it was impossible 
for a man to accept the pure Sankhya or the 
Digam bara school of Jainism, that is, remain an 
atheist. Agnosticism was something more logical 
as well as more difficult to combat, and so even 
Jainism, in its iSvetambara school, bases itself on 
this system. Man comes, therefore, to Hastina- 
pura or the Nyaya system of thought, and is 
welcomed as befits his birth and rank. 

26. The Death of Satyavati and Ambaijka. 

The Death of Satyavati. ^ — Satyavat* is the 
Prakriti of /Saivism or Yoga-Vaiseshika- Nyaya. Of 
these the first or Yoga has little use for Prakriti, 
for it holds that the universe is created by God, 
and Prakriti is almost a spectator of his work. Two 
forms of Prakriti, therefore, remain — of Vaiseshika 
and Nyaya. Of these Ambika personifies the first, 
and Gandhari the second; and Satyavati, having no 
further use for us, passes away. 

The Death of Ambalika. — Ambalika personifies 
the Prakriti of Nyaya; and, as we have Gandhari 
now, there is no further use for Ambalika, and so 
she too retires from the scene and passes away. 
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Three Surviving Women. — We have now 
only three women who survive, — Ambika, 
Gandhari and Kunti — and they personify 
Prakriti in her three principal forms, — Vaiseshika, 
Nyaya and Sankhya respectively; and we have 
shown that the system of thought based on the 
creative character of Prakriti is Sankhya-Nyaya- 
Vai.seshika to which Buddhist and Jaina systems of 
religion correspond. These are the three forms of 
Prakriti in her creative character, more active than 
Purusha or God; and, as we have to deal with 
Jainism and Buddhism at first, these are enough 
for our purpose at present, and so they alone 
survive. 



CHAPTER V 


Ki?IPA AND DRONA 
OR 

THE TEACHERS OF JAINISM AND BUDDHISM 


27. The Story of KMpa. 28. The Story of Drowa. 29, A.svatthrtman. 

A Summary. 

,We have personified Purusha and Prakriti in 
the different systems of Philosophy. VVe began 
with ^aivism, and then went down to Buddhism 
and Jainism, and then we saw how they are 
connected together. We liave Vyasa, Vidura, 
Bhishma and Kama as the Purushas of Yoga, 
Vaiseshika, Nyaya and Sankhya respectively, 
while Buddhism or Nyaya-Vaiseshika is personified 
by Dhritaroshfra and his sons, and Man (the five 
Panrfava brothers) is born in Jainism or Sankhya- 
Nyaya. In the same manner we have personified 
Parkriti in the different systems of thought; and 
Ambiku, Gandhari and Kunti represent it in the 
three systems based on its creative charater , — viz , 
Vaiseshika, Nyaya and Sankhya. 

It is necessary to know something more about 
these systems of Philosophy, and so we might 
personify their teachers or Acharyas. Of these 
Vyasa personifies Yoga, and the Vaiseshika, 
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Nyaya and Sankhya remain. Beginning at the 
bottom of the scale, we have the Sankhya, holding 
that there is no place for God in the scheme of 
the universe, and that all creation arises out of 
the action of Nature or Praknti. But the logical 
conclusion of this is that we must renounce all 
kinds of actions, born as they are of Prakriti, in 
order to make ourselves free from their bondage. 
But that is impossible if we wish to live, and so 
the ancients never regarded the pure Sankhya as 
a satisfactory scheme in itself, and linked it up 
with Nyaya, holding that necessary actions should 
be performed as a Sacrifice; and this gives us 
Sankhya-N,yaya on which are based the two 
schools of Jainism. The .4 chary a or teacher of 
this system is Kripa. (The Story of Kripa.) 

After Jainism we have Buddhism, based on 
Nyaya-Vaiseshika, and its teacher or .dcharya is 
Drowa, }>crsonifying the association of the Mind 
with the Senses of Knowledge on which this 
system is based. (The Story of Drorea). 

After personifying these two systems, it is 
necessary to show the connection between them. 
Wc sec that Buddhism ( Vaiaeshika-Nyaya ) is 
based on the character of the Mind and the Senses 
of Knowledge, while Jainism (Sankhya-Nyaya) 
is based on the character of the Senses of Know- 
ledge and Action. Now the Mind is really 
associated not only with the Senses of Knowledge, 
but those of Action too; and so, if we extend the 
idea of the Mind to the Senses of Action, we get 
the link between the two systems. This is 
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A.vvatthcman, personifying the association of the 
Mind with the Senses of Knowledge. (A6'vatth«man), 

27. The Story of Kripa. 

Kripa. — As we have observed, Kripa is the 
teacher or philosopher of Jainism or Sankhya- 
Nyaya. 

Kripa . — The word Kripa (Kri, pa) means “(pa) 
the five Senses of Action in relation to (kri) 
Action. ” As the Senses of Action form the basis 
of the Sankhya, Kripa personifies this system. 

Kripi. — It is said that Kripi was the sister of 
Kripa; and so she too would refer to the Senses of 
Action, and personify the Prakriti of the Sankhya. 

Kripa and Kripi as ('hildren of Saradvat. — 
Kripa and Kripi are said to be the twin children 
of Saradvat, the son of Gautama. Saradvat, as the 
son of Gautama, .signifies that he refers to the 
Nyaya system of thought; and Kripa and Kripi, 
as his twin children, being descended from him, 
personify one system lower than their father, viz., 
Sankhya. 

Gautama . — The word (iautama means “ of 
Gotama; ” and Gotama (Go, tama) means “ (tama, 
sign of superlative degree) the best Go; ” and 
“Go” (Ga, u) means “ (u) the Senses of Knowledge 
assoeiated with (ga) the Sen.ses of Knowledge.” 
We have explained that the Senses of Knowledge 
are the basis of the Nyaya system of thought; and 
so “Go” refers to this system. Hence “Gotama” 
or “Gautama” per.sonifies Nyaya, and we have 
exidained that the idea of Lord Buddha as 
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Gautama is exactly the same (MM. II, 312). Thus 
we see that “^Saradvat” is a child of “Gautama” 
or Nyaya system of thought. 

Saradvat — Tha word S^aradvat (^S'a, ra, d, vat) 
means “(vat, showing possession) possessing (d) 
the Sacrifice of (ra) the Senses of Action and (sa) 
the Senses of Knowledge.” ^aradvat refers, 
therefore, to Sankhya-Nyaya or Jainisim, based 
on the character of the Senses of Knowledge and 
Action; and of these Nyaya, as we have explained, 
holds that necessary actions should be performed 
as a Sacrifice. Kripa, the son of Saradvat, is, 
therefore, a child of this system of thought. 


The Twins. — K ripa a n d Kripi are said to be 
twins. We have seen how the Senses of Know- 
ledge and Action are created simultaneously ( MM. 
I, 73, n. 1), and so they may be said to be twins. 
Indeed, it will be found on examination, that the 
twins in sacred literature generally refer to the 
Senses of Knowledge and Action. Such are the 
two Ai’vins, and such too are Nakula and 
Sahadeva. Again, we have shown that the 
systems of Philosophy based on the character of 
the Senses of Knowledge and Action are Nyaya 
and Sankhya respectively. Hence, as Kripa and 
Kripi are such twins, they should refer to the 
Purusha and Prakrit! of these systems of thought. 
Hence Kripa is the Purusha of Nyaya; but we 
have shown that he is also the Purusha of the 
Sankhya; and so he may be said to personify the 
Purusha of Sankhya-Nyaya or the Jaina system 
of thought. Kripi, as we have seen, personifies 
the Prakriti of the Sankhva. 
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Saradvat and Janapadi. — /Saradvat is said to 
have been drawn towards Janapadi, and at her 
sight his vital energy came forth, out of which 
were born the twins Knpa and Kripi. ^Saradvat 
is the Purusha of 8ankhya-Nyaya or Jainism, 
and Janapadi is Prakriti of the same system of 
thought; and so out of their association, however 
nominal; are born the twins who personify the 
Purusha and Prakriti of these system. 

Janapadi . — Janapadi is the feminine of Jana- 
pada (da, na, pa, da), meaning “(da) the Sacrifice 
of (pa) the vSenses of Action and (na) the Senses 
of Knowledge associated with (ja) all things 
created or born.” 

Janapadi is thus the Prakriti of Sankhya- 
Nj^aya, based on the character of the Senses of 
Knowledge and Action; and we have shown how 
Nyaya understands the idea of Action as a 
Sacrifice. 

Sfaradvat and Janapadi, being the Purusha and 
Prakriti of Sankhya-Nyaya, are drawn towards 
each other. But the Sankhya does not admit the 
necessity of Purusha (o' God), while Nyaya 
regards him only as a spectator of the work of 
Prakriti. Hence S'aradvat cannot have crt'ative 
contact with Janapadi. He can only be a spec- 
tator of her work. And so we are told that he 
saw her, that is, he was a ‘‘spectator” of her. 
But, as we have show^, the real truth is that 
Prakriti cannot create by herself; it is Purusha 
alone who can do so. And so we are told that 
at the sight of Janapadi the vital energy of 
Naradvat came forth, out of which wore born 
KHpa and Kripi, 
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►Santanu Brings up the Twins. — We have 
explained that <5antanu personifies the Purusha 
of Sankhya-Nyaya-Vaiseshika or Buddhism and 
Jainism, and so he brings up Kripa and Kripi^, 
referring to Nj'aya and Sankhya systems, — as 
closely allied to what he signifies himself. 

Kirpa as a Teacher of the Princes. — The 
sons of Dhritarashira represent Buddhism or 
Vaiseshika-Nyuya, while the five Pawdava bro- 
thers (or Man) are born in Jainism or Sankhya- 
Nyaya. They have all to understand the Truth; 
and as they have to begin at the bottom of the 
scale, they must grasp the essence of Jainism or 
Sankhya-Nyoya first of all. Kripa, the Philoso- 
|)her of this system, is, therefore, appointed as a 
teacher of the Prim es, and they study this sy stem 
•vith him. 


28 . The Story of Drona. 

Drona. — Drona is the Philosopher of Buddhism 
or Vai,seshika-Nyaya; and, as after Jainism we 
must study Buddhism, he is appointed teacher of 
the Princes after Kripa has done his work. 

The Son of Bharauvaja.— Drona is said to be 
the son of Bharadvaja, who refers to the idea of the 
Mind in relation to Prakriti, that is, the Mahnyana 
school of Buddhism, based on the character of the 
Mind or the Vai«eshika, holding that, though 
Purusha and Prakriti are united together for pur- 
poses of creation, the share of Prakriti is greater 
than that of Purusha. Drona, as the son of 
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Bharadvaja, would personify this idea. Tn other 
words, he represents the Mahayana school of 
Buddhism. 

Bharadvaja . — The word Bharadvaja (Bha, ra, d, 
ya, aja) means ‘‘(aja) unborn (va) Prakriti asso- 
ciated with (d) Sacrifice, and (ra) the Mind related 
to (bha) Prakriti.” 

Bharadvaja signifies, therefore, the idea of the 
Mind associated with Prakriti, that is, the Vai,?e- 
shika system on which the Mahayana school of 
Buddhism is based. We hav(; seen how this system 
admits the necessity of Action performed as a 
Sacrifice (MM.II,318, seq.) 

Drona, as the son of Bharadvaja, represents the 
same idea; that is, he personifies the Mahayana 
school of Buddhism. 

Bharadvaja and Ghritachi. — We are told 
that Bharadvaja saw an Apsa,ra or nymph 
Ghritachf, when his vital energy came forth, 
out of which was born Drowa. Ghritachi per- 
sonifies the Prakriti of the Vai.seshika, or tlie 
Mahayana school of Buddhism, and Bharadvaja 
is its Purusha. The two are naturally drawn 
towards each other, and out of their union, 
however nominal, is born Droaa, who personifies 
the same system of thought. 

Ohritachi. —Ghritachi (Ghrita, a, ch, i) means 
“(i, sign of feminine gender, Woman being regarded 
as a symbol of Prakriti or an instrument of creation) 
creative energy of (ch) the Mind (a) associated with 
(ghrita) Water or Prakriti.” 

Ghritachi is, therefore, the creative energy of 
the Mind associated with Prakriti. In other words. 
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she is the Prakrit! of the Vaiseshika system of 
thought on which the Mahayana school of 
Buddhism is based. 

The Creative Energy of Bharadvaja. — We 
have explained that the Mahayatia school of Bud- 
dhism holds that Puruslia and Prakriti together 
create the universe, but the share of Purusha or 
God is less than that of Prakriti. Hence Bharad- 
vaja cannot be regarded as creative in respect of 
Ghritach?’; he is more or less a spectator of her 
work, and so we are told that he saw her and was 
drawn towards her. 

But Prakriti really cannot create, and it is 
Purusha alone who can do so. And so we are told 
that at the sight of Ghritachi the vital energy of 
Bharadvaja came out, out of which was born Droaa. 

Drona. — We have observed that Drowa, like 
his parents, personifies the energy of the Mind. 
But the Mind is often associated with the Senses of 
Knowledge, and is sometimes regarded as a sixth 
sense itself (MM. II, 233); and Drona refers to this 
character of the Mind. As we shall presently see, 
his son Asvatthaman personifies the association of 
the Mind with the Senses of Action; and, as the 
Mind is associated with these as well, this will com- 
plete its idea as a whole. 

Dro?ia.— The word Drona (D, ra, u, na) means 
“(na) Heart energy associated with (u) the Senses 
of Knowledge, (ra) Mind and (d) Sacrifice.” 

In this connection we have explained that 
Heart-energy refers to the creative character of 
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Prakriti as in the case of Sarasvati. Drowa person- 
ifies, therefore, the Mind, associated with Prakriti, 
that is, the Vaiseshika in relation to the Mahayana 
school of Buddhism. This Mind is connected with 
the Senses of Knowledge, and understands the idea 
of Sacrifice or selfless, beneficent and creative 
Action; and we have seen that the Mahayana school 
admits the necessity of Action as a Sacrifice. 

29. Asvatthaman. 

Drona and Keiti : the Birth of Asvattha- 
MAN. — Drona is married to Kripi, who refers to the 
Senses of Action, and out of their union is born 
Asvatthaman, who personifies the Mind on his 
father’s and the Senses of Action on his mother's 
side. He refers, therefore, to the association of the 
Mind with tne Senses of Action. Drona personifies 
the Mind as associated with the Senses of 
Knowledge only, and this leaves its idea incom- 
plete ; for the Mind is associated not only with the 
Senses of Knowledge, but with those of Action too. 
What, however, is left incomplete in Drona, is 
completed in A^vatthaman, — who personifies the 
Mind associated with the Senses of Action. As the 
Senses of Action come after those of Knowledge, 
they may be said to include the latter ; and so 
Asvatthaman gives us a more complete idea of the 
Mind as associated with both the Senses of 
Knowledge and Action. 

Asvatthaman . — The word Asvatthaman is really 
A«va-stha-man (MWD. p. 115), and means “(man, 
from which Manas or Mind is derived) Mind (stha) 
fixed to (asva) Horse or the Senses of Action.” 
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Asvatthaman personifies, therefore, the Mind in 
relation to the Senses of Action. We have ex- 
plained that Asva means Horse which signifies the 
Senses, specially those of Action, in sacred literature 
(MM. I, 325, n. 3.) 

A Resume. — Thus we see that Kripa personifies 
Sankhya-Nyaya or the Jaina system of thought, 
based on the character of the Senses of Knowledge 
and Action, and the Princes study this system 
under him. 

After him comes Drona,who refers to Vaweshika- 
Nyaya or the two schools of Buddhism, but more 
specially to its Mahayana part ; and he becomes 
the teacher of the Princes, and they study this 
system under him. 

Kripa personifies the Senses of Knowledge and 
Action and Drowa the Mind as associated with the 
Senses of Knowledge. 

The idea of both is completed in Asvatthaman, 
who personifies the association of the Mind not only 
with the Senses of Knowledge, but with those of 
Action too. 



CHAPTER VI 


DRUPADA AND DROVA 
OR 

THE IDEA OF SACRIFICE IN JAINISM AND 
BUDDHISM 

30. Drupada. 31. Drupada and Drona. 

A Summary. 

After understanding the idea of the teachers 
of Jainism and Buddhism, it is necessary to under- 
stand the connection between them. We have 
explained that all systems of Hindu Philosophy, 
except the pure Sankhya, admit the necessity of 
performing actions as a Sacrifice, and so Sacrifice 
may be said to be a connecting link between them 
(MM. II, 180 , seq.). We have also shown how we 
rise from a lower to a higher system by means of 
Sacrifice, and when Sacrifice is absent, we fall from 
a higher to a lower system (MM. II, Chapter V). 
Further we have pointed out that the ancients did 
not regard the pure Sankhya as a satisfactory 
system of thought, and so linked it up with Nyaya, 
thus making Sankhya-Nyaya, or atheism cum 
agno.sticism, on which the two schools of Jainism 
are based; and we have seen that Nyaya admits 
the necessity of Action as a Sacrifice. 
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It is thus necessary to understand the character 
of Sacrifice in Buddhism and Jainism, and we have 
shown that it means creative, selfless and well- 
ordered action, meant for the benefit of all; and it 
is this that gives us the first idea of God in the 
universe. 

In this connection we have pointed out that 
each system of Hindu Philosophy has its own idea 
about God and Sacrifice (MM. II, Chapter IV); 
and, as it is necessary for us to start at the bottom 
of the scale, we have to understand its idea as 
given in the Jaina system of thought, and see how 
we can rise to the next higher system, viz., Buddh- 
ism by its means. That is Drupada. (Drupada). 

After this we have to understand the idea of 
Sacrifice in Buddhism, and compare it with its 
counterpart in Jainism. (Drupada and Drona). 

30 . Drupada. 

Drupada. — Drupada personifies the idea of 
Sacrifice of the Senses of Knowledge and Action 
and their objects, and so he may be said to refer 
to it in the Saakhya-Nyaya or Jaina system of 
thought. But, as Sacrifice enables us to rise from 
a lower to a higher system, the Sacrifice of the 
Senses of Knowledge and Action leads to the idea 
of the Mind, or the Vaiseshika system. 

Drupada . — The word Drupada (D, r, u, pa, da) 
means “(da) the Sacrifice of (pa) the objects of the 
Senses, and (u) the Senses of Knowledge and (r) 
Action associated with (d) Sacrifice.” He signifies. 
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therefore, the idea of the Sacrifice of the Senses of 
Knowledge and Action and their objects; and we 
have explained that Sankhya and Nyaya are based 
on the character of the Senses. Hence Drupada 
refers to the idea of Sacrifice in these systems of 
thought, and shows how we may rise to the next 
higher system too, for it is by means of Sacrifice 
that we can do so. 

The Son of Prishata. — Drupada is said to be 
the son of Prishata, who refers to the Mind as 
associated with the Senses of Action, that is, 
Valseshika-Nyaya-Sankhya, on which Buddhism 
and Jainism are based. In other words, Drupada, 
signifying the idea of Sacrifice in Jainism, is said 
to be a child of Jaina and Buddhist systenis of 
thought. 

Prishata. The word Prishata (Pri, sha, ta) 
means “(ta) the Senses of Action associated with 
(sha) the Mind and (pri, ‘to be active’) its acti- 
vity.” In other words, he personifies the activity 
of the Mind in relation to the Senses of Action or 
Vaiseshika-Nyaya-Sankhya (Buddhism and Jain- 
ism), based on the character of the Mind and the 
Senses of Knowledge and Action. 

The King of Panchaea. — Drupada is said to 
be the ruler of Panchala, which signifies “the five 
great things,” referring obviously to the five Senses 
of Knowledge and Action. It is over these that 
Drupada or “the Sacrifice or creative action of 
the Senses of Knowledge and Action” is said to 
rule. In other words, Drupada signifies that the 
Senses of Knowledge and Action are characterized 
by Sacrifice; that is, they can function creatively 
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and selflessly, in a well regulated manner, and for 
the benefit of all. 

Panchala . — The word Panchala means “of Pan- 
chala,” and Panchala (Pancha, ala) means “(ala) 
great things (pancha) five.” It refers, therefore, 
to “five great things,” and they are obviously the 
five Senses of Knowledge and Action, which are 
said to be “great things” in the Bhagavad Gita 
and other Sacred Books (BhG. Ill, 42). 

31. Drupada and Drona. 

Drttpada and Drona. — We have explained 
that Drupada personifies the idea of Sacrifice 
of the Senses and their objects, that is, in the 
Jaina system of thought; while Drowa refers to 
the idea of Sacrifice of the Mind in relation to 
the Senses of Knowledge, that is, in the two 
schools of Buddhism. Drona may, therefore, be 
said to be superior to Drupada. But there is 
a defect in Drona; he limits the Mind to the 
Senses of Knowledge alone, for that is the range 
of Buddhism or Vaiseshika-Nyaya, whereas the 
Mind is associated not only with the Senses of 
Knowledge, but those of Action too. There is, 
on the other hand, no such defect in the idea of 
Drupada, and so the king of Panchala refuses to 
recognise Drona, when the latter goes up to him. 

The Resolve of Drona. — We have explained 
that Buddhism and Jainism are part of the same 
system of thought, — Vaiseshika-Nyaya-Sankhya — 
based on the creative character of Prakriti, and 
Buddhism is higher than Jainism. Drona is 
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-US conscious of his superiority as well as his 
defect, and knows how to make it up. He realizes 
that it is Man alone who can perform a real Sacri- 
fice, and so he comes to the city of Hastinapura, 
where Man (Pawdavas) has arrived too, hoping that 
by explaining the idea of Sacrifice through Man, he 
would be able to convince and overcome his 
rival. 



CHAPTER VII 


THE PROFICIENCY OF THE PRINCES 

OR 

THE PROGRESS OF MAN 
FROM JAINISM TO BUDDHISM 


32. Dro«a as a teachor of the Princes. 33. The Proficiency of the 
Princes. 34. The Tournament. 35. Arjuna and Kama. 36. I’be 
Defeat of Drupada. 37. Yudhishdiira as Heir-Apparent. 

A Summary. 

We have observed that the Mahabharata is a 
narrative of the progress of Man from Jainism, at 
the bottom of the scale, to Buddhism, -^aivism and 
finally to Vaishnavism. Man (Pawdava brothers) 
is born in the Sankhya-Nyaya or Jaina system of 
thought, and has been well-grounded in this system 
by Kripa, And now it is time that he understood 
the essentials of Buddhism (Vaiseshika-Nyaya) too. 
Buddhism and Jainism are but two divisions of the 
same system of thought, — Vaiseshika-Nyaya-San- 
khya ; and in order to construct a Story with a 
proper conflict, it is necessary that while Man, born 
in Jainism, goes up from a lower to a higher system 
of thought, his opponents (Kauravas) should remain 
where they are, that is, as confirmed Buddhists. 
We have seen Man born as a Jaina, and confirmed 
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in its teachings by Kripa ; and now he must under- 
stand the truth of Buddhism. As all those who 
are around him have accepted this faith, it is easy 
enough for Man to grasp it too; and the teacher of 
this system is Drona. (Drowa as a teacher of the 
Princes). 

Man as well as his opponents are now instructed 
in Buddhism. (The Proficiency of the Princes.) 

After this is done, it is necessary to test their 
knowledge. (The Tournament). 

Buddhism is based on Vaisesbika-Nyaya, but it 
is a part of Vaiseshika-Nyaya-Sankhya ; and so it 
is necessary to examine its connection with the 
Sankhya, based on the creative character of the 
physical energy of the Heart, or semen virile pro- 
duced out of Food. (Arjuna and Karwa). 

After Man has understood the idea of Buddhism, 
he should be able to show that this system is 
superior to Jainism, and that he has grasped the 
idea of Sacrifice in the latter system. (The Defeat 
of Drupada). 

As a convert is the best advocate of the faith he 
has espoused, Man, converted from Jainism to 
Buddhism, is duly recognised as the best follower 
of this faith. (Yudhishihira as Heir- apparent.) 

32 . Drona as a Teacher of the Princes. 

Drona as a Teacher of the Princes. — 
Man (Pawdava brothers) and all those around him 
(Kauravas) have been duly instructed in Jainism by 
Kripa, and now it is time that they understood the 
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essential principles of Buddhism too. Drowa is 
the philosopher of this system, and so he is ap- 
pointed as a teacher of the Princes after Kripa. 

Kabna Defies Arjuna and other Pandava 
Brothers. — We are told that Kama too came to 
study under Droria, and he defied Arjuna and other 
'Pandarva, brothers. Now Karwa personifies Food, 
and the five Pawiava brothers are five parts of one 
Man, and so personify the Eater of Food. The 
hostility between them corresponds to that between 
Food and its Eater (SBE. I, 240, n. 4). Again we 
are told in the Upanishads that Food is swallowed 
by Prana or Breath alone (MM. 11, 227, n. 2). As 
Arjuna personifies Prana, and Kama is Food, the 
two are conceived as great rivals, and of all the 
five Panc^ava brothers Arjuna alone can succeed in 
defeating Kama. But Prana too is helpless with- 
out Food, for all creatures live by Food (BhG. Ill, 
14), and so Kama defies Arjuna. 

33. The Proficiency of the Princes. 

The Skill of Arjuna. — Man and his oppo- 
nents are all instructed in Buddhism by Drona, and 
they have all become proficient. But all know- 
ledge is really acquired by the Soul, which has 
Prana or Breath for its vehicle : and so Arjuna, 
the embodiment of Pnna, becomes foremost of all 
in skill, — in the whole range of thought and action. 
He has already grasped the character of Jainism, 
and now he has understood that of Buddhism ; and 
so he knows the whole range of this thought 
extending from the Mind to the Senses of 
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Knowledge and Action, on which the two systems 
are based. Corresponding to this we are told 
that Dro%a taught Arjuna “the art of fighting 
on horseback, on elephant, on car, and on the 
ground; he taught him to fight with the club, 
sword, lance, spear and dart and all these 
expressions refer to the Mind and the Senses, and 
the different kinds of actions performed by them, 
and it is really this that Arjuna is taught to under - 
stand. 

The Horse . — Arjuna has learnt the art of fight- 
ing on horse-back; and this means that he has 
understood the character of the Senses of Know- 
ledge and Action, and the different functions they 
perform. 

The Horse in sacred literature refers to the 
Senses, more specially those of Action (MM. I, 
324-326), and so it refers to Sankhya-Nyaya or 
the Jaina system of thought. Arjuna, having un- 
derstood their character, can argue or “fight” in 
their light. 

The Elephant . — The word for Elephant in the 
text is Gaja (Ga, ja), meaning “(ja) manifest (ga) 
Senses of Knowledge, the basis of Nyaya.” 

Elephant-fight signifies, therefore, argument in 
the light of Nyaya, and it is this that Arjuna 
knows. 

Car . — The word for Car in the text is Ratha, 
and it is conceived as a symbol of the body in the 
Upanishads (MM. Ill, 332, n. 3); and so Car-fight 
would signify argument relating to the character 
and functions of the body. 

Ground . — The word for Ground in the text iu 
Bhwmi (Bh, u, m, i) which means “(i) the Mind and 
(m) the Senses of Knowledge (u) woven with (bh) 
Prakriti.” It refers, therefore, to Vaiseshika-Nyaya 
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or the two schools of Buddhism, based on the 
character of the Mind and the Senses of Knowledge, 
holding that Prakriti is the chief creative energy of 
life. Fighting on the “ground” means, therefore, 
an argument relating to this system of thought. 

The Skill of Arjuna. — Thus we see that 
Arjuna has understood the character of Sankhya- 
Nyaya or Jainism (Horse-fight), Nyaya as a con- 
necting link between Jainism and Buddhism 
(Elephant-fight), Nyaya-Vaiseshika or Buddhism 
(Bhwmi or Ground), and the different functions of 
the human body (Car-fight). In the same manner 
it will be found that “club, sword, mace,” etc. refer 
to different kinds of action associated with the 
Mind and the Senses, on which Buddhism and 
Jainism are based. 

Bhtma and Duryodhana become Experts 
IN Club-Fighting. — Bh?ima personifies the Mind 
of Man, while Duryodhana refers to the Mind as 
associated with the Senses of Knowledge, that is. 
Buddhism. But the Mind of Man is really associa- 
ted with both the Senses of Knowledge and Action; 
and that is the difference between Bhima and 
Duryodhana. 

The common ground between them is that the 
Mind is associated with the Senses of Knowledge. 
In other words they understand the Sacrifice or 
creative action of the Senses of Knowledge, which 
leads to the Mind; and corresponding to this we 
are told that both Bhima and Duryodhana became 
experts in Club-fighting, for that is the idea of 
“Club- fighting.” 
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Club-Fighting . — The word for “Club” in the 
text is Gada (Ga, d, a), meaning “(a) leading to (d) 
the Sacrifice of (ga) the Senses of Knowledge.” 

The Hostility op Duryodhana towards 
Bhima. — We have explained the point of difference 
between Bhima and Duryodhana; and, as Bhima 
personifies a more complete idea of the character 
of tne Mind, as associated with both the Senses of 
Knowledge and Action, while Duryodhana refers 
to it as associated with the Senses of Knowledge 
only, there is hostility between them; and, as we 
shall see, Bhima succeeds in overthrowing Duryo- 
dhana in the end. 

Drona gives Brahmasira Weapon to Ar, tu- 
na. — We have shown that Man has understood 
the character of Buddhism and Jainism, whose deity 
is Brahma (MM. IT, Chapter XI). All knowledge 
is acquired by the Soul, whose vehicle is Praaa or 
Breath, and that is personified by Arjuna. Hence 
we might say that Arjuna has understood all about 
Brahma; and corresponding to this we are told 
that Drowa, the preceptor of Buddhism, gave him 
the Brahma-sira weapon. 

Brahmasira — The word “ siras ” in Sanskrit 
means “the head, the foremost part;” and Brahma- 
sira or Brahmasiras means, therefore, “the head 
or knowledge of Brahma.” 

34. The Tournament. 

The Arms and Equipment op the Princes — . 
The “Princes” having understood the character 
of Buddhism and Jainism, we have now a demon- 
stration of their knowledge under the guidance of 
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their preceptor Drowa; and all this is told in terms 
of their equipment and arms and feats of strength. 
For instance, we are told that they were equipped 
with “finger- protectors, bows, and quivers;” and 
this means that they understood the character of 
the Senses of Action, the relation of the Mind to 
the Senses of Knowledge, and the connection 
between the Senses of Action axid the energy of 
the Heart, — for all Action arises ultimately out 
of the energy of the Heart. 


Finger-Protectors . — The word for “Finger- 
protector” in the text is Anguli-tra or Anguli- 
tran'A. Anguli means “finger,” and refers to the 
Hand as the instrument of Action; and “tra” (t, ra) 
means “(ra) the Senses of Action associated with 
(t) the Senses of Action ” “Anguli-tra” means, 
therefore, that “the Hand, as the instrument of 
Action, refers to the Senses of Action.” 

Bow . — The word for Bow in the text is Dhanus 
(Dha, n, u, s), meaning that “(s) the Mind is 
associated with (u) the Senses of Knowledge, and 
(n) the Senses of Knowledge with (dha) the Mind.” 

Quiver . — The word for Quiver in the text is Tuna, 
(t, u, na) meaning that “(wa) the energy of the 
Heart is {u) woven with (t) the Senses of Action.” 
In other words. Action arises out of the energy of 
the Heart. 

The Equality of Bhima and Duryodhana. — 
We have explained that both Bhima and Duryo- 
dhana personify the idea of the Mind, and so both 
of them might be regarded as practically equal to 
each other. 
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Asvatthaman stops the Fight between 
THEM. — The Club fight between Bhima and Dur- 
yodhana is an argument regarding the Sacrifice 
or creative and selfless action of the Senses of 
Knowledge, by means of which we rise to the idea 
of the Mind. Both of them agree that the 
Mind is associated with the Senses of Knowledge; 
but, while Duryodhana stops here, Bhima holds 
thtit the Mind is associated with the Senses of 
Action too; and that is the difference between 
them. 

Now Asvatthaman, the son of Drona, holds that 
the Mind is associated with the Senses of Action; 
and so he expresses the exact point of difference 
between Bhima and Duryodhana. Hence it is he 
who is asked by Drona to put a stop to further 
argument or “fight” beween them. 

Arjfna shows his Skill.— Arjuna is Prana or 
Breath, the vehicle of the Soul, by means of which 
we both act and acquire knowledge. Man has 
understood the character of Buddhism and Jainism, 
and so Arjuna, the means of acquiring all this 
knowledge, comes into the arena to show his skill. 

Now we have explained that Buddhism and 
Jainism are based on the creative character of the 
Senses Knowledge and Action or the twofold 
character of Ether to which these Senses correspond 
(MM. I, 69-70; Fig. 20, p. 121). Again, Ether is 
the first of the Elements, out of which the remain- 
ing four arise. Arjuna may, therefore, be said to 
know all about the five Elements, which form the 
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character of which Buddhism and Jainism are 
based. The five Elements are Ether, Air, Fire, 
Water and Earth; and so we are told that he 
created them by means of different weapons. By 
the Agneya weapon he created the element Fire; 
by the Varuna weapon the element Water; by the 
Vayava weapon the element Air; and by the 
Bhauma weapon the Earth; and all these words 
literally signify the Elements as explained. 

Agneya Weapon. — The word .Agneya means 
“belonging to Agni,” or Fire. 

Varuna Weapon. — The word Varuna means “ of 
Varuna,” the deity of Water or the Ocean. 

Vayava Weapon. — Vayava mean “of Vayu” or 
or Air. 

Bhauma Weapon. — Bhauma means “of Earth.” 

Other Weapons. — After explaining the charac- 
ter of the Elements, Arjuna examines the nature of 
Purusha or God in both Sankhya-Nyaya (two 
schools of Jainism) and the pure Sankhya (Digam- 
bara school); and then expounds the nature of the 
Soul seated in the Heart as he understands it at 
this stage. This is what is meant by his “creating 
the clouds by means of his Parjanya weapon, 
mountains by the Parvatya weapon, and making all 
to disappear by his Antardhana weapon.” 

Parjanya.-. — The word Parjanya means “ re- 
lating to Parjanya, ” and Parjanya (Para charged 
to par, ja, n, ya) means “ (ya) he who personifies 
(n) the Senses of Knowledge and (j) Action as 
( para ) Purusha. ” In other words, Parjanya 
gives us the idea of Purusha in Sankhya and 
Nyaya, based on the character of the Senses of 
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Knowledge and Action. Wo have seen that the 
Sankhya has no place for Pnrusha or God in its 
scheme and conceives of it only as the individual 
Soul, while the Nyaya holds that he is a mere 
spectator or has at best but a small share in the 
work of creation. Both these systems hold that 
it is Prakriti that creates; and Prakriti is symbol- 
ized as Water. Parjanya also means “ cloud or 
rain,” and the point is obvious. 

Cloud . — The word for Cloud in the text is 
Ghana (Gha, na) meaning “ (na) the Senses of 
Knowledge associated with (gha) the Senses of 
Action; ’’-and this again gives us the same idea as 
Parjanya. The point is that Arjuna exyjlains by 
means of (Parjanya) the character of Pnrusha or 
God in Jainism or Sankhya-Nyaya (Ghana) the 
scope of this system. 

Varvatya Weapon . — The word Parvatya is de- 
rived from Parvata, “ a mountain; ” and Parvata 
(Para changed to par, va, ta) means “ (ta) the 
Senses of Action in relation to (va) Prakriti and 
(para) Purusha. ” As the pure Sankhya system 
is based on the character of the Senses of Action, 
Arjuna examines the character of Purusha and 
Prakriti in this system. 

Giri or Mountain . — Arjuna shows that the 
Purusha or God has no place in the pure Sankhya, 
and all life is conceded as having been created 
by Prakriti. Prakriti, when it creates, is said to 
be transformed into eight divisions, — Buddhi, 
Egoism, Mind, and the five Elements ( BhG. 
VII, 4 ). This is the idea of the eight Vasus, as 
we have explained (MM. IV, 31), and this is 
Giri or Mountain created by Arjuna by means of 
his Parvatya weapon. 

Giri . — One of the meanings of the word Giri 
is “ the number eight ” (MWD. p. 365), and the 
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number refers to the eight divisions of Prakriti 
as we have explained. 

Anfardhana Weapon . — Finally Arjuna makes 
all to disappear by means of his Antardhana wea- 
pon. This means that he merges all this know- 
ledge into that of the Soul or Prawa its vehicle, 
seated in tlie Heart. In other words, he describes 
his own character so far as he has understood it. 

Antardhana . — Antardhana (antara changed to 
antar, dhana) means “ (dhana) seat or receptacle 
of (antara) the Soul. ” The Heart is said to be 
the seat of the Soul, and Prana or breath is its 
vehicle or receptacle. Thus Arjuna describes his 
own character in the end. 

35. Arjuna and Karna. 

Karna Displays all the Feats of Arjuna. — 
We are told that Karna was able to display all 
the feats that Arjuna did in the Tournament In 
this connection we have explained that Karna is 
Seed or the Vegetable Kingdom, and it is said in 
the Mahabharata (MM. Ill, 253) that Trees have 
within them all the five Elements together with 
their properties, and possess corresponding sense- 
organs likes animals. They live, grow, catch 
disease, are cured, and die like animals; and like 
them are subject to pleasure and pain. In short 
we might say that the Vegetable Kingdom has 
life like the Animal Kingdom, and the recent 
experiments of Sir J. C. Bose point in the same 
direction. Now Arjuna is Prawa or Breath, the 
essential energy in Man or the Animal Kingdom; 
and so both he and Kama act almost alike, that 
is, perform the same feats in the Tournament, 
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Prana and Food as Two God.— The con- 
nection between Prana and Food ( Vegetable 
Kingdom ) is explained in the Upanishads at 
considerable length ( MM. II, 225, seq. ). Man 
lives by Food, and Food has life; and so the two 
are spoken of as two gods and regarded as almost 
alike in power. But all Food is swallowed by 
Prana or Breath, and Food is described as an 
offering made to Prana, the vehicle of the Soul; 
and so the latter may be regarded as superior to 
Food in the end. Hence Arjuna (Prana) is able 
to conquer Kama in the battle of Kurukshetra, 
and the idea will be explained in detail in the 
course of these pages. 

The King of Anga.— It is said that, in order to 
recognize publicly the equality of Kama with 
Arjuna, Duryodhana installed him as king of 
Anga. We have shown that Prana (Arjuna) and 
Food ( Kama ) are spoken of as two equal or 
almost equal gods in the Upanishads, and this is 
what Duryodhana declares. Then we see that 
this equality is due to the fact that, though Prana 
swallows Food, it is Food that nourishes the body, 
and without it Prana itself cannot dwell in the 
body; that is, a creature must perish without food. 
Hence, we might say that Food rules over the 
body. Corresponding to this Duryodhana instals 
Kama (Food) as king of Anga, or “ lord of the 
body,” for that is the literal meaning of the 
word Anga in Sanskrit. 

The Verdict op the People.— Me have seen 
how Food and Breath are equal; and so in the 
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combat between Arjuna and Karwa the two heroes 
display almost equal skill; and as it is perhaps 
difficult to decide which is greater of the two, 
some hold that it is Kama (Food) and others 
that it is Arjuna (Prana) who is supreme. 

36 . Thr Defeat of Drupada. 

The Order of Drona. — After the Tournament 
is over, Drona calls upon his pupils to seize 
Drupada. We have seen that Man ( Panrfava 
brothers ) has now passed out of Jainism into 
Buddhism, which is based on the character of 
the Mind and the Senses of Knowledge, and 
understands the idea of the Sacrifice of the Senses. 
All others too are at the same stage. Drupada, 
on the other hand, personifies the Sacrifice of the 
Senses as it is understood in the Jaina system of 
thought, and so it is possible for Man to grasp or 
“seize” its idea. Hence the order of Drona. 

Arjuna Captures Drupada. — But Man alone 
is capable of acting in a true spirit of Sacrifice, 
for Sacrifice requires an understanding of the 
Law of Life, and Man alone is capable of grasping 
what that implies. Again, of all energies in Man, 
it is Prana or Breath that makes for Action; and 
Sacrifice is essentially Action, conceived as selfless 
and self-controlled, and meant for the benefit of 
all. It requires Knowledge too, — Knowledge of 
what is selfless and good; and Knowledge is also 
characteristic of the Soul, whose vehicle is Prana. 
Hence of all Kauravas and Pandavas, Arjuna 
alone can “seize” Drupada, and he brings him as a 
captive to Drona. 
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The Kaurava Heroes ore defeated by Drupada . — 
It is said that the Kaurava heroes fought with 
Drupada first af all, but were defeated; and that 
is because they are incapable of performing a real 
act of Sacrifice. It is Man alone who can do so, 
and it is for this reason that Arjuna alone succeeds 
where others fail. 

Yndhishthira Refrains from Fighting. — It is 
said that Arjuna asked Yudhishihira to refrain from 
fighting. As Yudhishfhira personifies Buddhi, it 
means that Buddhi is not expected to act or fight 
We have explained that Man has so far under- 
stood only the character of Jainism and Buddhism, 
and both these systems believe that Prakriti is 
the chief creative energy of life, and Mahat or 
Buddhi is its first manifest foini. This Buddhi is 
characterized by certainty of judgment, calmness 
and peace (MM. I, 65-66), and it is for this reason 
that Knowledge, the special characteristic of 
Buddhi, and not Action, is regarded as the goal 
of life in these systems. Man, being at this stage, 
cannot admit that Buddhi is capable of Action, 
and so Yudhish/hira (Buddhi) is asked to refrain 
from “ fighting. ” Later on Man understands 
the idea of Yoga and Vedanta, and comes to hold 
that Buddhi may, for practical purposes, be 
identified with the Soul (MM. I, 67), and act like 
the Soul itself. And so in the Battle of Kuru- 
kshetra Yudhishthira takes a prominent part in 
the “ fight. ” At the present stage, however, all 
energies of Man, except Buddhi, are believed to 
act; and so Arjuna ( Prana ) takes with himself 
Bhima ( Mind ), Nakula ( Arms ) and Sahadeva 
( Legs ), but asks Yudhishihira ( Buddhi ) not 
to take part in the fight. 

Drona and Drupada : the Kingdom of 
Drupada. — We have shown that Drupada personi- 
fies the Sacrifice of the Senses, while Drona 
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of the Mind and the Senses of Knowledge; 
Drupada refers to the idea of Sacrifice in Jainism, 
while Drowa in Buddhism. We have seen that 
Buddhism and Jainism are the two halves of Vaise- 
shika-Nyaya-Sankhya, and so it is easy to recon- 
cile Drupada and Drowa. But the Kingdom of 
thought or Sacrifice must be divided between them; 
and, as Buddhism is higher than Jainism, the 
former must have the better part. And so we are 
told that Drowa divided Drupada’s kingdom into 
two halves, kept one for himself, and gave the 
other to the king. 

Drupada seeks means of Revenge. — But 
once we realize that Sacrifice is of different kinds, 
of the Senses, Mind, Buddhi, and the Soul, — we 
cannot stop till we reach the highest. Drupada 
has been made to understand the difference between 
the Jaina and Buddhist idea of Sacrifice; and now 
he thinks that there is a higher idea of Sacrifice 
than that as well. He hopes to understand it, and 
by its means to conquer Drona; and so we are told 
that he wandered over the earth seeking means to 
this end. 

The Power and Means of Drupada . — We are 
told that Drupada realized that he could not defeat 
Drorea by means of Kshatriya power; while he 
(Drupada) was inferior to him in Brahma-might. 
We have explained that the four Castes refer to the 
four creative energies in Man, — Brahmawa to 
Buddhi, Kshatriya to the Mind, VaLsya to the 
Senses of Knowledge, and <SfMdra to the Senses of 
Action (MM. I, 282, seq.). We have also shown that 
Brahma is the deity of Buddhist and Jaina systems 
of thought (MM. ll. Chapter XT). From this it 
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follows that Drupada realized that, as Drowa 
understood the character of the Mind (Kshatriya 
power) better than he, he (Drupada) could not 
defeat him by its means. Again, as Drowa under- 
stands Buddhism, he is superior to Drupada who 
understands only Jainism; and so Drupada is in- 
ferior to him in Brahma-might. 

Drupada must, therefore, seek the assistance of 
a higher system of thought than Vakeshika and 
Nyaya on which Buddhism is based, and that is 
Yoga. As Yoga is based on the character of 
Buddhi, symbolized by the Sun (MM. I, 65) and 
having Tapas or Heat for its attribute, Drupada 
can succeed in his task by getting the assistance of 
a Brahmawa (Buddhi), and practising Tapas (or 
austerities). This is exactly what is stated in the 
text. 


37. Yudhishthira as Heir- apparent: 

Bhima and Balarama. 

Yudhishthira as Heir- apparent. — Man has 
now been established in Buddhism, and all round 
him (Kauravas) are born in the same faith. As a 
new convert is the best advocate of the faith he has 
espoused, Yudhishthira is appointed Heir-apparent 
to the Kingdom of thought. Further, Yudhishthira 
personifies Buddhi in Man; and this shows that 
Man has accepted Buddhism in perference to 
Jainism after due deliberation and in the light of 
his Buddhi or Reason. 

Bhima and Balarama. — Bala-ruma is the 
brother of Krishna, and he personifies Prana or 
Breath as the strength and energy of Action and 
associated with the Mind, for we are told in the 
Upanishads that the Mind is fastened to Breath 
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(MM. II, 232, n. 2). Krishna is the Supreme Soul, 
and Bala-rama or Prana is said to be his “brother” 
for the two are closely associated together. 

We are told that Bhima took lessons from Bala- 
rama ; this means that the Mind of Man (Bhfma) 
now understands its connection with Breath or 
Prana, conceived as the energy of Action (Bala- 
rama) and associated with the Soul (brother of 
Krishna). This is a further step in the evolu- 
tion of Man. 


Bala-rama. — Bala-rama (Bala, r, a, ma) means 
“(ma) the Mind (a) associated with (r) the Senses 
of Action and (bala for bal, ‘to breathe’) Breath.” 

Samkarf>h,ana and Halayudha . — Balarama is 
also called Samkarsliana and Halayudha. Samkar- 
shana is composed of Sam, karshana; and 
karshana is a variant of Krishna, both being 
associated with “krish” (MWD. pp. 306, 1126). 
Sam-karshana means “(sam) united with (Kar- 
shana) Krishna,” that is, the Soul or supreme 
Soul ; and we sec that Prana is united with and is 
the vehicle of the Soul. 

Halayudha (Hala, ayu, dha) means “(dha) the 
Mind associated with (ayu) Prana or vital Breath 
and (hala) Water or Prakriti.” We see that the 
idea is the same as of Balarama. 

One of the meanings of ‘‘Hala” is Water, 
symbolic of Prakriti ; Ayu means “life” and is the 
name of the presiding deity of Life (MWD. p. 148); 
and the name occurs several times in the Vedas and 
is sometimes identified with Vayu (MM. 1, 413, 
n. 1); and we have shown that Vayu signifies Prana 
or Breath (MM. I, 412-419). Hence the idea of Ayu 
as “life” or “life-breath.” 
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The Mothers of Balarama. — Vasudeva, the 
father of Krishna, is said to have had two wives, 
Devaki and Rohini ; and Balarama, born of 
Devaki, is said to have been transferred to the 
womb of Rohini. This story belongs to another 
Parana, but inasmuch as it has a bearing on the 
life of Krishna, the real hero of the Mahabharata, 
it might be of interest to explain the idea briefly 
here. 

Vasudeva. — We have explained that Vasu (Va, 
su) means “born of Prakriti;” and so Vasudeva 
means “(deva) the lord of (Vasn) all that is born of 
Prakriti.” We have shown that the systems of 
thought, based on Prakriti as the chief creative 
energy of life, arc Buddhism and Jainism; and so 
Vasudeva may be said to be the “lord of these 
systems of thought.” 

The Eight Children of V asudeva: Krishna. — The 
wife of Vasudeva, Devaki, is said to have given 
birth to eight children. She may be said to per- 
sonify Prakriti ; and as Prakriti is regarded as 
having eight divisions, — Buddhi, Egoism, Mind, 
and the five Elements (BhG. VII, 4), she gives birth 
to eight children. Krishna is the last or eighth, and 
so he personifies the eighth energy in this list, that 
is, Buddhi. But, as he is really the Purusha or God 
of Vedanta, this Buddhi is to be understood as 
identical for practical purposes with the Soul. 
Krishna is, thus, the supreme Soul of the universe, 
made manifest in the light of Buddhi or Reason, 
and born in the midst of Buddhism and Jainism, 
to convince these systems of the truth of Vedanta. 

The Two Wives of Vasudeva. — Vasudeva is the 
Purusha of Buddhism and Jainism, and his two 
wives personify the idea of Prakriti in these 
systems. 

Devaki. — Devaki is the Prakriti of Sankhya- 
Nyaya or Jainism, or more correctly Nyaya, 
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because the Prakriti of Sankhya has no place for 
Purusha or “husband.” She is like Ganga, and 
like the latter gives birth to eight children ; but 
the idea in the two cases is somewhat varied to suit 
the varying context. 

Devaki is identified with Aditi (MWD. p. 459) 
and the latter personifies the creative power of 
Nature (MWD. p. 18), and also means “a cow.” As 
“the creative power of Nature,” she may be said 
to be the Prakriti of the Sankhya; while as a 
“cow,” she is the Prakriti of Nyaya, based on the 
Senses of Knowledge, which the “Cow” signifies. 
Devaki is, therefore, the Prakriti of Sankhya-Nyaya 
or Jaina system of thought, and it is in this 
system that the idea of Krishna or perfect God 
takes birth. As we have explained, the birth of 
Jesus Christ has a similar significance (MM. II, 
Chapter XV). 

Rohini . — The word Rohinf signifies “a cow,” and 
“lightning” (MWD. p. 890). The “Cow” refers to 
the Senses of Knowledge or the Nyaya system; 
while “lightning” is Electric energy and refers to 
the Mind (MM. I, 48), on which the Vaicseshika is 
based (MM. II, 140, seq.) She personifies, therefore, 
the Prakriti of Vaiseshika-Nyaya or Buddhism 

The Mothers of Balarama . — Balarama is said to 
have been transferred from the womb of Devaki to 
that of Rohiwi ; and th's means that Balarama 
belongs to the Buddhist more than the Jaina 
system of thought. He refers to the Mind, on 
which the VaDeshika and the Mahayana school of 
Buddhism is based. 

The Seventh Child . — Balarama is said to be the 
seventh child of Devak?', and so should refers to 
Egoism, the seventh of the eight divisions of Pra- 
kriti. As we shall see in the case of Abhimanyu, 
Egoism is but an aspect of the Soul when it asso- 
ciates with the objects of life around (MM. I, xxxv, 
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n. 1, 2). In other words, when the Soul thinks of 
the objects, it is transformed into Egoism. As 
Vvana, is the vehicle of the Soul, Egoism may be 
described as Prana associated with the Mind, cha- 
racterized by desire and thinking of the objects of 
life ; and that is Balarama. 

Bhima takes Lessons from Balarama . — Bhnna 
is said to have taken lessons from Balarama ; and 
this means that the Mind of Man (BhAna) under- 
stands its connection with Egoism and Prana in the 
Mahayana school of Buddhism, thus marking a 
further stage in his progress and evolution. 

A Resume. — Man and all others have under- 
stood the Jaina system of thought (under Kripa), 
and now they have to grasp the idea of Buddhism 
(Drona as a teacher of the Princes). Then they 
have to show that they have become experts in 
these systems (the proficiency of the Princes) and 
can discuss them in an open debate (the Tourna- 
ment). The most, interesting point in connection 
with Buddhism relates to the character of the Mind 
(combat between Bhima and Duryodhana); while 
in connection with Jainism, specially with reference 
to the iSankhya, we have to understand the creative 
energy of Food or Seed (Kama). We have also to 
realize that it is the Soul which acquires all know- 
ledge and acts through its vehicle Prawa (Arjuna). 
Then we have to understand the connection be- 
tween Food and the Eater of Food (Arjuna and 
Kama). 

When Man has understood all this, he may be 
said to have grasped the idea of Buddhism and 
Jainism, and understood the points of difference 
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between them. Then he can realize that we rise 
from Jainism to Buddhism through the idea of Sac- 
rifice; that is to say, he has grasped the idea of 
Sacrifice in Jainism (the capture of Drupada), and 
examined it in relation to Buddhism (Dro9^a divides 
the kingdom of Drupada). Thus we see that he is 
established in Buddhism, and holds that his faith 
is grounded on Buddhi or Reason, and that this 
is the best system of thought (Yudhishdiira as heir- 
apparent). The Mind is the highest energy of 
Buddhism, and so Man tries to study its character 
more completely, specially in its connection with 
Prana or Breath, for we are told that the Mind is 
fastened to Breath (Bhima takes lessons from Bala- 
rama). This takes him further afield in the direc- 
tion of ^Saivism and Vaishnavism, for the Prana is a 
vehicle of the Soul, the basis of Vedanta, and so 
Man can grasp the character of the Soul and its 
relation to the Mind in this way. 



CHAPTER VIII 


THE HOUSE OE LAC 
OR 

THE PROGRESS OE MAN 
FROM BUDDHISM TO -SAIVISM 

38. Tho Hostility the Kauravas. 39. Vidura to the Rescue. 
40. The House of Lac. 41. In tho House of Lac. 42. The Burning 
of the House. 43. Across the Clang.7. 4i. Kunt/ is Thirsty. 45. 
Hif/iinba. 46. Bh/nia and Hi^/imb^r : GTiatotkacha. 47. Tho 
Slaying of Vaka. 

A SUMMAKV'. 

Wk have seen how Man has understood Bud- 
dhism, and after that grasped the connection of the 
Mind with Vramx or Breath, and this marks a 
further stage in his evolution. This rouses the 
hostility of his opponents, the Kauravas, who are 
wedded to Buddhism, and fear that Man will, in 
this way, rise to higher systems of thought. (The 
Hostility of the Kauravas. 

They wish, therefore, to confine Man to the 
system of his birth, viz,. Jainism. (The House of 
Lac). 

But Man has understood the true character of 
the Mind, and so cannot bo confined to the Senses 
of Knowledge and Action, the basis of Jainism. He 
is, therefore, rescued from this lapse to Jainism 


128 



Chap. VIII. 


THE HOUSE OF LAC 


129 


through the character of the Mind. (Vidura to the 
Rescue). 

But Man is originally born in Jainism, and he is 
prepared to show how he can enter into that system 
of thought and come out of it again. (In the House 
of Lac). 

Jainism is based on the idea that Prakriti is the 
chief creative energy of life. Hence it may be said 
to be a Prakritic system of thought, in which we 
assign everything to Prakriti. (The Burning of the 
House.) 

Jainism corresponds to Sankhya-Nyaya; and so 
when Man rises superior to this system by means of 
his knowledge of the Mind and the idea of Sacrifice, 
he may be said to have crossed over the Nyaya 
system of thought. (Across the Ganga.) 

Man is still at the Buddhist stage of thought ; 
and, though he believes in Sacrifice and holds that 
Purusha or God has a certain share in the creation 
of life, he gives a yet higher place to Nature or 
Prakriti. (Kunti is Thirsty). 

Hence it is necessary for him to understand yet 
more clearly the character of Prakriti in the light 
of the Mind, whose idea he has now more clearly; 
grasped . ( Hic^imba ) . 

He sees that all life is created out of the union 
of the male and the female or Puru sha and Prakriti 
but there are some who would give the first place 
o Prakriti, while others to Purusha (Hidimba and- 
Hirfimba). He shows that the former view is erres 
tneous (slaying of Hidimba), for all creation tako 
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place through the larger share of Purusha than that 
of Prakrit! . (Bhima and Hidimba: Ghatotkacha). 
He then understands that the Senses of Knowledge 
and Action arises out of the Mind, and they are 
associated with each other. (Ghah)tkacha). 

This puts an end to the belief that Prakriti is 
the chief creative energy of life. (The Slaying of 
Vaka). 


38. The Hostility of the Kaukavas. 

The Hostility of the Kafkavas. — At the 
conclusion of the last Chapter we saw that Man 
(Pa?i6?ava brothers) was only established in the 
Buddhist system of thought, or Nyoya-Vaisesl ika, 
as taught by Drona, and every body else held the 
same belief. Buddhism holds that the Mind is the 
highest creative energy of life; but Man has tried 
to understand the connection between Mind and 
Prana, the vehicle of the Soul (Balarama as the 
teacher of Bhima), and this gives him a fuller idea 
of the Mind, and shows him that there is some- 
thing higher than the Mind. This marks a further 
stage in his evolution, for Prana is the vehicle of 
the Soul, and by understanding the connection 
between Mind and Prana, he will be able to grasp 
its connection with the Soul, the basis of Vedanta. 
The opponents of Man scent danger in this. They 
are wedded to Buddhism, pure and simple, and 
cannot accept anything else. So long as Man had 
accepted their faith, he was one of them, and 
they could make him (Yudhishihira) even heir- 
a ;)parent to the Kingdom of thought. But when 
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Man seeks to go beyond their pale, he rouses their 
jealousy; and so we are told that the mind of king 
Dhntarash^ra, — the blind leader of Buddhism, — 
was suddenly poisoned against the Pandavas. 

An Attempt to Burn the Pandavas. — Then 
we are told that the Kauravas tried to burn the 
Pandavas and their mother Kunti, but in vain. 
This means that they tried to limit them to Buddh- 
ism and Jainism, the systems of thought based on 
Prakriti as the chief creator of life, but did not 
succeed. This is the idea of “burning,” meaning 
“assigning to Prakriti or a Prakritic system of 
thought;” and so we are told that the Kauravas 
tried to “burn” the Pandavas and their mother, 
but did not succeed. 

In this connection we have explained that the 
Kauravas arc Buddhists, and hold that Prakriti 
is the chief creator of life. Sakuni personifies 
Jainism, Kama the pure Sankhya based on the 
creative character of Food, and Du/r^asana, a son 
Dhritarasldra, that system of thought which holds 
that all life is an evil. All these combine in their 
desire to keep Man from going out of their fold, for 
otherwise ho would be a source of danger to their 
own e.xistence. And so they make a plan to 
“burn ’ tlie Pandavas. 

IDuhsasana. — l)u/4*Yisana (DuA. or dur, .^asana) 
means “(«asana) the doctrine or religion of (dur) 
Evil.” Hence he personifies the idea that life is an 
evil, and it is only by renouncing all Action that 
we can succeed in escaping from its doom. This 
is the Jaina and Buddhist theory of life, and it is 
this that DuA.vasana personifies. 
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B%rning . — The word for “burning” in the text 
is Daha (da, ha) which means “(da) giving to (ha) 
Prakriti,” that is, assigning to Prakrit! or a Pra- 
kritic system of thought. In other words, if the 
Kauravas can succeed in “burning” the Pawrfavas, 
they will have succeeded in confining them to 
Buddhism and Jainism, which are Prakritic systems 
of thought, holding that Prakriti is the chief 
creator of life. 

Burning and Death . — In this connection we 
have explained how “death” also is “assigning to 
Prakriti,” for all life is of Purusha or God and 
death of Nature or Prakriti (MM. I, 260). 

« 

39. ViDURA TO THE RESCUE. 

The Failure of the Kauravas. — But Man 
cannot be assigned to Prakriti or a Prakritic 
system of thought. Buddhi.sm and Jainism alone 
are Prakritic systems, and, as they correspond 
to Nyaya-Vai^eshika and Sankhya-Nyaya, the 
highest range of their thought is limited to an 
aspect of the character of the Mind, the basis of 
the Vaiseshika. But Man has grasped a truer idea 
of the Mind and its relation to Prawa, the vehicle 
of the Soul; and so he cannot be confined to the 
limits of Buddhist thought, assigned to a Prakri- 
tic system, or “burnt.” 

VinuRA TO THE RESCUE. — Man, as we have 
seen, can escape because he has understood the 
true character of the Mind. Now Vidura personi- 
fies the Mind in all principal systems of thought; 
so we might say that he comes to the rescue of 
the Pandavas (Man). Again, Man can escape 
when he understands the Vaiseshika (based on 
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the Mind) in all its three aspects, corresponding 
to the three principal systems (MM. II, 111); and 
in any case he must get out of the range of Nyaya, 
the centre of Buddhist and Jaina thought (Vai.se- 
shika-Nyaya-Sotnkhya). In other words, as Ganga 
is the Prakriti of Nyaya, he will be out of danger 
only when he crosses the Ganga. Corresponding 
to this we are told that Vidura informed the 
Paw(iavas of their danger, and sent them across 
the Ganga. 


40. The House op Lac. 

The House of Lac. — Before we can agree 
that Man has really been confirmed in the know- 
ledge of the Mind or the Vaiseshika, and passed 
out of the Senses or Sankhya-Nyaya, on which 
Jainism is based, he should be able to show how 
this can be done. In other words, he should be 
able to demonstrate how a person can enter the 
latter systems and then make good his escape out 
of them. This is the House of Lac made for the 
Pandavas at the instance of Duryodhana, out of 
which they made good their escape. 

The City of Varana. — We are told that the 
Paridava brothers, accompanied by their mother, 
went to a city called Varana vata, where the 
people were celebrating the festival of Siva,. 
This means that they understood the character of 
self-restraint or Sacrifice in the religion of ^Sfiva. 
In other words, they had passed out of Buddhism, 
and entered the portals of (Saivism. This is ex- 
pressed by the name Varanavata, which signifies 
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self-restraint or Sacrifice, and /Siva is the presiding 
deity of his own religion. 

y aranavata . — The word Varawavata is derived 
from Vararaa, which means “restraining, resisting” 
(MWD. p. 944), and restraint is one of the essen- 
tials of Sacrifice. 

PuRocHANA Builds a House of Lac. — Then 
it is said that Purochana, at the instance of 
Duryodhana, built for them a House of Lac, 
and enticed them to enter it, intending to burn 
them up there. Purochana personifies Buddhism 
like Duryodhana himself; and this means that the 
Buddhists (Duryodhana) desire to confine Man 
(Pandavas) to Sankhya-Nyaya or Jainism, — and 
that is the House of Lac — and compel him to 
admit that Prakriti is the chief creative energy 
of life. This is the meaning of “burning” them. 
The Kauravas are Buddhists, and they see that 
Man is going in advance of them by following 
/Saivism; and so they believe that the safest 
course for them is to confine him to Jainism. 

Purochana . — The word Purochana (Puro, cha, 
na) means “ (puro) in the presence of (cha) the 
Mind and (na) the Senses of Knowledge. ” He 
personifies, therefore, Vaiseshika-Nyaya, or Bud- 
dhism, based on the character of the Mind and 
the Senses of Knowledge. Thus he is a fit 
person to bring down Man from /Saivism to 
Buddhism, and then confine him to Jainism if 
he can. 

The House of Lac . — The House of Lac is a 
structure of Jaina system of thought; and if 
Man can be enticed to enter it, he can easily be 
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“ burnt ” or assigned to a Prakritic system of 
thought. 

The word for Lac in the text is Jatu (Ja, t, u) 
which means “ (u) the Senses of Knowledge and 
(t) Action (ja) made manifest. ” We have shown 
that the two schools of Jainism are based on 
the character of the Senses of Knowledge and 
Action; and so the House of Lac is a “ structure ” 
of this system of thought. 

The Composition of the House of Lac. —It would 
be of interest to examine the structure of this 
House in some detail and see if it fits in with 
the essential idea of the Jaina system of thought. 
It is said that the House of Lac was to be 
covered with lac, wood, hemp, oil and Ohee or 
clarified butter; and all these words, when 
analysed, express ideas associated with this sys- 
tem of thought. 

Lac . — The word for Lac in the text is Loksha, 
(La, aksha, a) which means “ (a) leading to (ak- 
sha) the Senses (la) ten. ” Laksha (Lac) signifies, 
therefore, the ten Senses of Knowledge and Action, 
on which the Jaina system is based; and that 
is also the idea of Jatu-griha or the House of Lac. 

Hemp . — The w'ord for Hemp is /Sana (.sa, na), 
meaning “ (na) the physical energy of the Heart, 
characteristic of Prakrit! of the Sankhya, asso- 
ciated with (<9a) the Senses of Knowledge, the 
basis of Nyaya. ” Hence “ /Sana ” or Hemp also 
refers to Sofnkhya-Nyaya or the Jaina system 
of thought. 

Oil . — The word for Oil is Taila, which is 
derived from Tila (ti, la), meaning “ (la) the ten 
Senses (ti, an older form of iti, MW.D. p. 446) 
that is to say. ” “Taila” or Oil signifies, there- 
fore, the ten Senses of Knowledge and Action, 
on which the two schools of Jainism are based. 
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Wood . — The word for Wood is Darn (Da, r, u) 
which means “ (da) giving (r) the Senses of Action 
and (u) of Knowledge, ” the basis of the two 
schools of Jainism. 

Ghee . — The word for Ghee or clarified butter 
in the text is Ghrita, which means Water (MWD. 
p, 378) symbolic of Prakriti. 

Thus we see that Man (Pawdavas) is to be 
“ covered ” or surrounded by all these ideas 
relating to the Jaina system of thought. He is 
to enter this system (House of Lac), which is 
based on the ten Senses (Laksha); he is to be 
made to understand the idea of Prakriti in 
general ( Ghrita ) and in relation to Sankhya- 
Nyaj’^a (/Sawa); he has to grasp the character of 
the ten Senses (Taila), and their connection with 
one another (Daru); and when he has accepted 
the truth of all this, he will be compelled to 
accept the Jaina system of religion or “burnt.” 

ViDUBA Instructs Yudhishtiuea in Mlech- 
CHHA Language. — We are told that Vidura 
knew the designs of the Kauravas, and told 
Yudhish<hira in Mlechchha language the means 
of escape from the House of Lac. This means 
that the Buddhi or Reason of Man (Yudhishdiira) 
understood the character of the Mind or the 
Vaiseshika (Vidura), and realized that one can 
escape out of Jainism by means of Buddhism 
(Mlechchha language). The Kauravas are Bud- 
dhists themselves, and so they too cannot but 
agree to this position; and we have shown 
how Buddhism and Jainism are two parts of 
the same system of thought, and how we can 
rise from the one to the other. 
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Mlechchha Language . — The word Mlechchha 
(M-1, e, ch-chha) is made up of the conjunct 
consonant m-1, e, and the conjuct consonant 
ch-chha. It means “ (ch-chha) the union of (ch) 
the Mind and (chha) the Senses of Knowledge or 
Buddhism (e) entering into (m-1) the union of 
(m) the Senses of Knowledge and (1) the ten 
Senses, that is Jainism. ” In other words, it 
signifies the relation of Buddhism to Jainism, 
by means of which we can escape from the latter 
system of thought. 

41. In the House of Lac. 

The Pandavas Enter the House of Lac. — 
But Man is quite prepared to show how he can 
enter into the spirit of Jainism (House of Lac) and 
then make good his escape. And so we are told 
that the Pandavas came willingly to dwell in 
the House of Lac. They knew that it was made 
of “ inflammable material, ”• and understood the 
designs of Purochana. But they were not afraid, 
for they knew how they could escape. 

The Subterranean Passage. — We have ex- 
plained that Man can escape from this House of 
Lac or Jainism only if he has understood the 
character of Buddhism, that is, the character of 
the Mind and its relation to the Senses, and the 
idea of the Sacrifice. We are told that the 
Pandavas made a subterranean passage in the 
House of Lac and by means of it made good their 
escape; and the “ subterranean passage ” explains 
the relation of the ten Senses to the Mind on 
the one hand and Prakriti on the other, that is, 
the relation of Jainism to Buddhism; for Jainism 
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is based on the ten Senses, Buddhism on the Mind 
and the Senses of Knowledge, and both of them 
refer to Prakriti as the chief creative energy 
of life. 

Subterranean Passage . — The word for subterra- 
nean passage in the text is Bila (B,i,la) which means 
“(la) the ten Senses in relation to (i) the Mind and 
(b) Prakriti.” We have explained that Jainism is 
based on the character of the ton Senses ; Buddhism 
on that of the Mind and the Senses of Knowledge, 
and its Mahayana school refers to the Mind ; and 
Prakriti is regarded as the chief creative energy in 
both, though with varying power in relation to 
Purusha or God in each. It is by means of this 
knowledge of the connection between Jainism and 
Buddhism that we can escape from the former 
system of thought. 

42. The Burning of the House. 

The Burning op the House of Lac. — We 
have seen that the House of Lac is a structure of 
Jaina thought, based on the idea of Prakriti as the 
chief creative energy of life. It has, therefore, 
to be assigned to Prakriti or “burnt.” But it is 
not necessary for any one else to “burn” it; for 
Man understands its character well enough, and so 
is competent to “burn” it himself; and that is 
what the Pawdavas are said to have done. 

The Almsgiving of Kunti. — We have ex- 
plained that it is by means of Sacrifice that we rise 
from a lower to a higher system of thought ; and so 
before the Paredavas (Man) can escape from the 
House of Jaina thought (Lac), we should have a 
clear reference to Sacrifice. Corresponding to this 
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we are told that before the Pawdavas escaped from 
the House of Lac, Kunti had fed a large number 
of Brahmawas and given them alms. Now Dana or 
almsgiving is an act of goodness or Sacrifice, and 
Brahmanas are those who are endowed with 
. Buddhi, and so worthy of alms. Feeding the Brah- 
mar2.as is, therefore, an act of Sacrifice, and it 
enables the Pawdavas to escape from this House 
of Jainism (Lac). 

PuROCHANA IS BuRNT. — We have explained 
that Purochana refers to Buddhist system of 
thought. But he has built this House of Lac or 
Jainism, and induced Man to enter it. In other 
words, he may be said to have accepted it for him- 
self, at least for the time being; and so we are told 
that he was himself “burnt” in the house. 

A Nishada Woman and her Sons Perish 
TOO. — Then we are told that a Nishada woman and 
her five sons perished in the flames. This means 
that those people who do not accept the Vaiseshika 
or higher systems of thought are agnostics and athe- 
ists (Jainas), and so they hold to Prakriti and are 
“burnt.” This is the idea of Nishada. 

Nishada . — The word Nishada (Ni, sh,ada) means 
“(ada) accepting (ni) the negation of (sh) the 
Mind.” Thus, he who denies the Vaiseshika or the 
philosophy of the Mind is a Nishada. He limits 
himself to the Senses, and so is a Jaina. Hence he 
believes in Prakriti, and so is “burnt” or “assigned 
to Prakriti.” 

Nishadas as Outcastes . — The Nishadas are said 
to be outcastes; and, as they are atheists and 
agnostics, this would explain one of the main causes 
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of excommunication in olden times. Those who 
denied the existence of God, or were agnostics, 
were driven out of the fold of Hinduism, degraded 
and made “untouchables” or outcastes. Their 
touch, nay, their very shadow, was said to defile. 

The Nishadas are said to be the issue of mixed 
marriages too, specially of a Brahmawa father 
and a >Sz4dra mother; and as mixed marriages have 
always provoked opposition in all societies, this 
would further explain the origin of the Nishadas. 

43. Across the Ganga. 

Across the Ganga. — Man has passed out of 
Jainism or Sankhya-Nyaya by understanding the 
character of the Mind and the idea of Sacrifice. 
Hence he may be said to have crossed over Nyaya, 
or Ganga its Prakriti. Corresponding to this we 
are told that after the Pawdavas had escaped from 
the House of Lac (Jainism), they crossed over the 
Ganga, the Prakriti of the Nyaya system of 
thought. 


44. Kunti is Thirsty. 

Kunti is Thirsty. — Kunti is the Prakriti of 
the Sankhya, and Prakriti is symbolized as Water 
in sacred literature. Hence she wants water or is 
thirsty. 

Bhima goes out in Search op Water. — Man 
has grasped the character of the Mind on which the 
Vaiseshika is based. It is, therefore, necessary for 
him to understand the character of Prakriti in the 
light of the Mind. And so Bhima, who personifies 
the Mind of Man, goes out in search of water 
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45. Hidimba. 

Hidimba and Hidimba. — Man has to under- 
stand Praknti or the world of manifest life in the 
light of the character of the Mind, according to 
which we hold that Purusha and Prakriti together 
create the world. Now in this association of 
Purusha and Prakriti we might hold (1) that the 
share of Purusha is smaller than that of Praknti, 
and this corresponds to the point of view of the 
Mahayana school of Buddhism ; or (2) that the two 
are equal, and this corresponds to the Dualistic 
school of iSfaivism ; or (3) that the share of Purusha 
is greater than that of Prakriti, — and this is the 
view of the Vaishnavite Dualistic school. As Man 
has not yet attained to Vaishnavism, the last does 
not at present arise. He has understood the first 
and considered it erroneous, and he has grasped and 
accepted the second. These two points of view re- 
garding the character of the Mind are personified 
by Hidimba and Hidimba, the giant and his sister. 
Bhima will, therefore, be able to “slay” the 
brother, but not the sister. 

Hidimba.— Hidimha, (H, i, dimba) means “(dimba) 
the child or personification of (i) the Mind associated 
with (h) Prakriti. He refers, therefore, to the Vai- 
^eshika, based on the character of the Mind, in 
Buddhism (Vaiseshika-Nyaya), giving a higher 
place to Prakriti than Purusha in the creation of 
life. 


A Rahshasa . — Hidimba is said to be a Raksha- 
sa, (Ra, aksha, sa) which means “(sa) he who 
personifies (aksha) the Senses of (ra) Action.” 
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Thus a Rakshasa is one who believes in the Digam- 
bara school of Jainism, that is, is an atheist. 

HiJimba, as a Rakshasa, means that his idea 
of the Mind is to be referred to Sankhya-Nyaya- 
Vaiseshika, on which Buddhism and Jainism are 
based, holding that Prakriti is the chief creator 
of life. 

Ravana as a Rakshasa . — The idea of a Rakshasa 
throughout sacred literature is the same. It signi- 
fies one whe believes in Prakriti rather than 
Purusha or God as the creator of the universe. 
The idea of Ravawa, the lord of Lanka, is the same. 
He has ten heads, which refer to the ten Senses of 
Knowledge and Action; and so he may be said to 
personify Sankhya-Nyaya or Jainism and Buddhism 
based on their character. The War between Rama 
and Ravawa is thus a conflict between the Dualistic 
school of Vaishnavism (Rama) and Jainism and 
Buddhism, and the former succeeds. This will bo 
explained at some length in the Vana Parva, 
where we get a reference to the Story of Rama. 

Htdimba. — HiJimba the sister of HiJimba, is 
one who is accustomed to believe in the Vai^eshika 
or the Mahayana school, holding that it is Pra- 
kriti more than Purusha that creates; and so she is 
a RakshasL But when she sees the real character 
of the Mind (Bhima), on which the Vaiseshika is 
based, she changes her opinion, and accepts the 
more correct idea of the creative energy of the 
Mind. Hence we are told that her heart was filled 
with desire when she saw Bhima (Mind of 
Man), and desired to have him for her husband. 

Bhima Slays Hidimba. — But HiJimba, the 
brother of Hidimba, does not agree that Purusha 
or God is the chief creator of life. He holds rather 
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that it is Prakriti who creates. He belongs, 
therefore, to a Prakritic system of thought, and so 
Bhima “slays” or “assigns him to Prakriti,” that 
is, shows his true character as he is. 

Slaying . — The word for “slaying” in the text 
is Vadha (Va, dha), which means “(dha) placing or 
assigning to (va) Prakriti.” 

46. Bhima and Hidimba: Ghatotkacha. 

Bhima and Hidimba. — Now we have to under- 
stand the real creative character of the Mind. We 
see that Purusha and Prakriti are united together 
for purposes of creation, but the share of Purusha 
is greater than that of Prakriti; and it is then that 
creation takes place.* This is the marriage of 
Bhima and Hidimba, and of their union is born 
Ghaiotkacha. 

A Slender Lady of Mind-like speed . — We have 
explained that Hidimba personifies the Mind; that 
is, she is Prakriti of the Vaiseshika, based on 
the character of the Mind. Hence she is described 
as a “slender lady of Mind-like speed;” and she 
takes Bhima to the Manasa lake, or the Lake of 
Manas or the Mind; and “lake” or Water symbol- 
izes Prakriti. 

Ghatotkacha. — We have seen that Man has 
understood the character of the Mind and its 

* We have explained that the energy of the Mind is 
electric, which has a positive and a negative aspect. But 
the current of energy will flow only when there is what 
is called a difference of potential. In other words, one 
aspect, and the ancients held that it was the positive or 
Purushic, should be higher than the other. This may be 
said to correspond to the higher energy of Purusha in 
relation to Prakriti, which alone makes it possible for the 
current of life to flow. 
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connection with the Senses of Knowledge and 
Action. We see that the true relation between 
them is that the Mind is connected with the 
Senses, and the Senses of Knowledge with those 
of Action; and when we associate the Mind with 
the objects of life, we see that it is so. This is 
Ghafotkacha, signifying that where the Mind is 
regarded as the chief creative energy of life, the 
Senses of Knowledge are associated with those 
of Action, and vice versa. In other words, when 
the Mind of Man (Bhima) is associated with Pra- 
krit! or the objects of life, expressive of the 
character of the Mind (Hic^imba), we see its 
connection with the Senses and of the Senses with 
one another (Ghaiotkaeha). 

Ghatotkacha. — Gha<otkacha (Gha,<a,u,t,ka,cha) 
means “(cha) the Mind as (ka) the first creative 
energy of life, associated with (t) the Senses of 
Action and (u) of Knowledge, and (fa) the Senses 
of Knowledge associated with (gha) those of 
Action.” 

Ghatotkacha as an Opponent of Karna. — 
We are told that Ghafotkacha was specially 
created as an opponent of Kama, so that he 
might be slain by that hero and Arjuna be saved. 
Now we see that Kama personifies Food, and the 
fight between Kama and Arjuna corresponds to 
that between Food and Prana, the Eater of Food. 
We have thus to consider the effect of Food on 
Prana and other energies of the body, and vice 
refsa: and we see that while Prana is higher than 
Food, the latter is superior to all other energies 
of the body. Thus, when we are told that Karna 
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slew Ghafotkacha, it means that Food is superior 
to the Mind and the Senses. As we shall see, 
Karwa is able to defeat in battle all the Pa?idava 
brothers with the exception of Arjuna, and the 
explanation is the same. 

47. The Slaying op Vaka. 

Bhima Slays Vaka. — The marriage of Bhima 
and Hidimba shows that if we examine the world 
in the light of the creative character of the Mind, 
we see that, though Purusha and Prakrit! are 
united together for purposes of creation, the 
share of God is greater than that of Prakriti. 
This being so, Man cannot give the chief place 
to Prakrit! as a creator of the universe. Corres- 
ponding to this we are told that Bhfma (Mind) 
slew the Rakshasa Vaka, who personifies the idea 
that Prakrit! is the chief creator of life. 

Vaka . — Vaka (Va, ka) means “ (ka) the first 
creative energy of life is (va) Prakriti.” The 
idea of Rakshasa has already been explained. 

A Resume. — We have seen how Man (Powjfa- 
vas) rouses the hostility of his opponents, wedded 
to Buddhism (Kauravas) for trying to go beyond 
their pale and understanding the relation of the 
Mind to Prana or vital Breath, the vehicle of the 
Soul. They apprehend danger to their own 
existence, fearing that he would be able to pass 
on to higher systems of thought, and so wish to 
confine him to Jainism (House of Lac). But 
Man understands the nature of Sacrifice (Vara- 
navata), and knows that Buddhism is included 
in and leads to »9aivism (Worship of Sira,'). He 
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also knows the character of the Mind and its 
connection with the Senses of Knowledge and 
Action (Mlechchha language), and can easily 
cross over the Nyaya system of thought (across 
the Ganga) into the Vaiseshika. He is, however, 
prepared to show how he can enter into the 
spirit of Jainism (House of Lac), and then pass 
out of it into higher forms of thought through 
the idea of Sacrifice (almsgiving of Kunti) and 
by expounding the connection of the Mind with 
the Senses of Knowledge and Action (subter- 
ranean passage), and this marks his final passage 
over Nyaya (across the Ganga). 

Man has entered the Vaiseshika, based on the 
eharacter of the Mind, and so must understand the 
world in the light of the Mind. He sees that all 
life is created out of the union of the male and 
the female or Purusha and Prakriti, — the essen- 
tial idea of this system, — but there are some who 
would give the first place to Prakriti, while 
others to Purusha (Hidimba and Hidimba). He 
shows that the former view is erroneous (slaying 
of Hidimba), and that all creation takes place 
when Purusha has a larger share than Prakrit! 
(the marriage of Bhima and Hidimba and the 
birth of Ghaiotkacha). He understands that, if 
the Mind be regarded as the chief creative energy 
of life, we must know its connection with the 
Senses; and then we see how the Senses of 
Knowledge and Action are connected with and 
arise out of the Mind (Ghaiotkacha). After this 
he can never agree that Prakrit! is the chief 
creative energy of life (slaying of Vaka). 
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THE WEDDING OF DRAUPAD/ 

OR 

MAN UNDERSTANDS 
THE NATURE OF SACRIFICE 

48. The Sacrifice of Drupada. 49. The Birth of Dh^'ishifa- 
dyumna. 50. The Birth of Draupadi or Krishna: 5ikha«</in. 51. 
Dhaumya. 52. The Potter’s House. 53. The Test. 54. Krishna 
recognizes the P^/«i/avas. 55. Shooting the Mark: Kama’s Attempt. 

56. The Success of Arjuna. 57. The Wife of Five. 

A SUMMAEY. 

M[an has passed out of Nyaya into the 
Vaiseshika, based on the charaeter of the Mind, 
and has grasped its conneetion with the Senses 
of Knowledge and Action. It is necessary for 
him to understand more completely the character 
of the Sacrifice, or the creative, selfless and bene- 
ficent action, of the Mind and the Senses and 
their objects. 

We must always begin at the bottom of the 
scale, and so we have to examine the idea of 
Sacrifice in Jainism or Sankhya-Nyaya, which 
is personified by Drupada. Then we have to 
understand the idea of Sacrifice in Buddhism, 
personified by Drona. This enables us to see 
how we can rise from one idea of Sacrifice to 
another; and we find that it is possible to rise 
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from the Buddhist idea of Sacrifice to a yet higher 
one. (The Sacrifice of Drupada). 

We see that there are two kinds of Sacrifice. 
Some actions are commonly called Sacrifice, but 
are not really so, and they can become true acts 
of Sacrifice only when the idea of God is present 
in them, for the idea of God is akin to that of 
Sacrifice. (The Birth of Dhrish^adyumna). 

But certain other actions are always charac- 
terized by true Sacrifice and have the idea of 
God inherent in them. ( The Birth of Draupadi ). 
This enables us to see that the idea of Prakriti 
or Nature is transformed into that of God when 
we associate with it the idea of Sacrifice. (The 
Birth of /-Sikhawdin). 

When Man understands the character of the 
Mind and its connection with the Senses of 
Knowledge and Action, and also grasps the 
idea of Sacrifice, he rises from Buddhism and 
Jainism or Sankhya-Nyaya-Vai«eshika to the re- 
ligion of Mahadeva or Yoga-Vaiseshika-Nyaya. 
(Dhaumya). 

The religion of Mahadeva holds that God and 
Nature are joint creators of life. Man under- 
stands this, and realizes that, though the two 
are associated together, it is God who is master 
and lord of Prakriti. (The Potter’s House). 

Man has now to show that he has properly 
understood the idea of Sacrifice of the Mind and 
the Senses and their objects (the Test), and that 
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the idea of God is inherent in Sacrifice. (Krishna 
recognizes the Pandavas). 

Sacrifice is creative, selfless, and beneficent 
action; and it may be argued that not only the 
Animal Kingdom, but the Vegetable Kingdom 
too is capable of this Sacrifice; for the latter 
has life and consciousness of its own, and so can 
act in a spirit of Sacrifice. Then again we are 
told in the Upanishads that Food, based on the 
Vegetable Kingdom, is a Sacrifice offered to Prana, 
the vehicle of the Soul. We see, on the other 
hand, that this Sacrifice of the Vegetable Kingdom 
or Food depends on the functions of Prana or 
the Animal Kingdom. In other words, if there 
were no Animal or Eater of Food, Food could 
not by itself be eater or make a Sacrifice. (The 
attempt of Kama), 

Thus it is Man, the highest expression of the 
Animal Kingdom, who alone can understand or 
make a Sacrifice. Sacrifice is creative action, 
and all action depends on the energy of Prana 
or Breath, the vehicle of the Soul. Again, all 
knowledge belongs to the Soul, which is charac- 
terized by consciousness and memory. Hence, 
as Breath is the vehicle of the Soul, it is Prana 
alone that can understand or make a true Sacrifice. 
(The Success of Arjuna). 

Though Prana is at the root of all action, 
Man has a number of other energies too, — Buddhi, 
Mind, and the Senses, or Legs and Arms; and 
each of them is capable of action conceived as 
a Sacrifice. (The Wife of Five). 
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48. The Sacrifice of Drupada. 

The Sacrifice of Darupada.— Man has 
passed out of Jainism or Sankhya-Nyaya 
(the House of Lac) in two ways, ( 1 ) by 
grasping the character of the Mind and its con- 
nection with the Senses of Knowledge and Action, 
and ( 2 ) by understanding the idea of Sacrifice. 
But Sacrifice is not limited to the Senses alone, 
and it is necessary to understand its scope and 
character more completely. 

We have to start at the bottom of the scale, 
and so must examine the character of Sacrifice 
in Jainism, that is, the Sacrifice of the Senses 
and their objects, personified by Drupada. Then 
we have to understand the idea of Sacrifice in 
Buddhism, that is, the Sacrifice of the Mind and 
the Senses of Knowledge, personified by Drowa. 
Further, we Itave seen in the victory of Drowa 
over Drupada how we can distinguish between 
the character of Sacrifice in Buddhism and 
Jainism; and this enables us to see how it is 
possible to rise from one to the other. We have 
to understand the character of Sacrifice in the 
different systems of thought, and have to begin 
at the bottom of the scale; and if we know how 
to rise from Jainism to Buddhism, we know the 
means to rise to higher systems too. Drupada, 
the symbol of Sacrifice in Jainism, must, therefore, 
understand the true nature of Sacrifice if he 
wishes to defeat Drowa, the symbol of Sacrifice 
in Buddhism. Now the system of thought higher 
than Buddhism is /Saivism, which holds that all 
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creation takes place out of the union of the male 
and the female; and this system, having the 
Vaiseshika at its centre, is personified when there 
is an issue out of this union (MM. II, 288; III, 
331). To understand the idea of Sacrifice in 
the Vai^eshika as the centre of /Saivism, we must 
have the birth of children; and so we are told 
that Drupada performed a great Sacrifice in order 
to have children. 

49. The Birth of Dhrishtadyumna. 

The Birth op Dhrishtadyumna. — In order to 
understand the idea of Sacrifice in the Vaicseshika, 
we must understand the true character of the func- 
tions of the Mind on which this system is based ; 
and we see that the Mind is associated with the 
Senses of Knowledge and so is said to be a sixth 
sense itself. This is Dhrishiadyumna, born out of 
the Sacrifice of Drupada. 

dhrishtadyumna . — Dhrishtadyumna (Dhri, sh, 
ta, dyu, mna changed to mna) means “(mna, 
originally identical with man, from which Manas 
or Mind is derived — MWD.pp.783,837) the Mind 
associated with (Dyu) the Senses of Knowledge, and 
(ta) the Senses of Knowledge associated with (sh) 
the Mind, characterized by (dhri, to practise self- 
control, MWD.p. 519) Sacrifice.” 

We have seen that Dyaus or Dyu is the Vedic 
deity of the Nyaya system of thought, based on the 
Senses of Knowledge (MM.II, 149) and self-control 
in an essential of Sacrifice. Dhrishtadyumna perso- 
nifies, therefore, the Sacrifice or creative, self-con- 
trolled and beneficent action of the Mind in asso- 
ciation with the Senses of Knowledge, and of the 
Senses of Knowledge with the Mind. 
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Dhrishtadyumna and Drona. — We are told 
that Dhrishiadyumna was created in order to slay 
Drowa ; but even though Drona was aware of this, 
he taught him everything he knew. The point is 
clear, Drona personifies Sacrifice in Buddhism, and 
Dhrishiadyumna in /Saivism ; and though both 
understand the character Of the Mind in relation to 
the Senses of Knowledge, /Saivism is higher than 
Buddhism and includes the latter system. Further, 
Buddhism is based on the conception of Prakriti as 
the chief creative energy of life, and so Drona has to 
to be “slain” or “assigned to Prakriti.” Hence 
Dhrishiadyumna, who personifies the idea of Sacri- 
fice in a higher system of thought, is competent to 
“slay” Drona. But we can rise to a higher system 
only through a lower one and, as Buddhism leads to 
/Saivism, Drona teaches Dhrishtodyumna all he 
knows, although the latter is to “slay” him one 
day. 


50. The Birth of Draupadi. 

The Birth of Draupadi. — All Sacrifice is 
creative action characterized by impartiality, self- 
control, and the spirit of goodness ; and it is this 
that gives us the idea of God. This point must be 
made clear, namely, that the idea of God is inherent 
in Sacrifice; for each system has its own idea of 
Sacrifice, and Jainism has little place for God in its 
scheme. We must distinguish between actions 
commonly called Sacrifice, but without refer- 
ence to God, and those that always refer 
to God. The former too can become real acts 
of Sacrifice when they are pervaded by the 
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idea of God ; but the latter are always so. The 
first is personified by Dhrishfadyumna, and the 
latter by Draupadi, the second child born out of 
the Sacrifice of Drupada. She personifies the Sac- 
rifice of the Mind and Senses of Knowledge and 
Action and their objects, always pervaded by the 
idea of God, and she so is called Krishna, a counter- 
part of Krishna, or “leading to Krishna,” the sole 
supreme Creator of the universe. 


Draupadi . — The word Draupadi is the feminine 
of Draupada, which means “belonging to or des- 
cended from Drupada.” It may also be regarded 
as a Vriddhi or elongated form of Drupadi (D, r, u, 
pa, d, i, i), meaning “(i, a sign of feminine gender. 
Woman being regarded as an instrument of 
creation) the creative energy of (i) the Mind 
characterized by (d) Sacrifice and associated with 
(pa) the objects of the Senses, and (u) the Senses 
of Knowledge and (r) of Action characterized by 
(d) Sacrifice.” She personifies, therefore, the Sacri- 
fice of the Mind and the Senses of Knowledge aivd 
Action and their objects. This Sacrifice is con- 
ceived as creative (Woman), and refers to the idea 
of God ; and so she is also called Krishna (Krishna, 
a), meaning “(a) leading to (Krishna) Krishna, the 
supreme Creator of the universe.” 

SiKHANDiN.— We have examined the character 
of Sacrifice, and shown how it can be regarded as 
truly so only if it is prevaded by the idea of God. 
Now let us see its connection with Nature or 
Prakriti. We have explained that all actions are 
said to arise from Prakriti (Pra, kri, ti), and that 
is the very meaning of the word (MM. II, 116, n. 1); 
and now when we associate the idea of Sacrifice with 
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actions, we refer them not to Prakriti but to God. 
Sacrifice is creative action, performed without self- 
interest and with self-control, and meant for the 
benefit of all ; and this means that when we believe 
that the actions of Prakriti are well-ordered and 
good, that is, characterized by Sacrifice, we trans- 
form Prakriti into God. In other words, God may 
be defined as Nature or Prakriti plus Sacrifice ; and, 
as God is personified as a Man, and Prakriti as a 
Woman, we might say that a Woman can be trans- 
formed into a Man by means of Sacrifice. This 
is (Sikhawdin, who is born as a Woman (Prakriti), 
but is transformed into a Man (Puruslia or God) by 
means of penance and austerities or Sacrifice. 

Sikhandin and Amba . — It seems difficult to get 
the meaning of /Sikhandin by means of letter- 
analysis, but the idea, as derived from his descrip- 
tion is clear enough. We are told that Amb'z took 
birth as Sikhandin, and we have explained that she 
Personifies the Prakriti of the pure S'lnkhya, which 
has no place for Purusha or God in its scheme, and 
so she can find no “husband” in the world (MM. 
IV, 43-44) Sikhandin may, thcrefere, be said to per- 
sonify this idea of Prakriti (Woman), or the world 
of manifest life, which is believed to have nothing 
to do with Purusha or God. It is this that is trans- 
formed into Purusha or God (Man) by means of 
Sacrifice. In other words, when we hold that 
Nature is impartial to all, is pervaded by a moral 
order, and all its actions are meant for the benefit 
of Life itself, — and that is Sacrifice —we have trans- 
formed it into God. 

Bhishma and Sikhandin . — Then we are told that 
Bhishma, the chief of the Kuru heroes, could be 
overcome only through the assistance of Sikhandin. 
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When, in the battle of Kurukshetra, he saw <Sikh- 
Siudin, he threw down his arms and could not fight; 
and then Arjuna, coming from behind, was able to 
overthrow him. 

Bhishma is the Purusha of Nyaya, holding that 
it is Prakriti who creates, and Purusha is but a 
spectator of her work or has, at best, but a small 
share in it. This is the very antithesis of Yoga, 
which, as we shall see, in the point of view of the 
Paadavas; and Bhishma can be defeated in his 
argument only if he is convinced that Prakriti itself 
can be proved to be an expression of God, that 
what appears to be of Prakriti is really of God when 
we associate with it the idea of Sacrifice. Ttiat 
is ^S'ikliaar^in, the third child born out of the Sacri- 
fice of Drupada; and he is instrumental to Bhish- 
ma’s death. 

Change of Sex . — *Sikhandin is an instance of 
change of sex in the Epic. There have been a 
number of such cases in recent years, and this 
shows how true the ancients were to i leas as well 
as the facts of life. 

51. Dhaumya. 

Dhatjmya. — Let us now return to Man or the 
Paadavas. He has to grasp the true scope and cha- 
racter of Sacrifice of the Mind and the Senses and 
their objects. We have seen how we can rise from a 
lower to a higher system of thought by means of 
Sacrifice. The Sacrifice of the Senses of Action, the 
basis of the Sankhya, leads to Nyaya; of the Senses 
of Knowledge, the basis of Nyaya, to the Vaiseshika; 
and so the Sacrifice of the Mind, the basis of the Vai- 
«eshika, must lead to Yoga, based on the character 
of Buddhi. In other words, if we understand the 
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idea of Buddhi, we understand the Sacrifice 
of the Mind and the Senses and their objects. 
That is Dhaumya, who personifies Buddhi associa- 
ted with the Mind and the Senses of Knowledge, 
whom the Pawdavas now make their priest and 
guide. 

Dhaumya . — Dhaumya means “of Dimmya” 
(Dh, u, m, ya), which means “(ya) Buddhi asso- 
ciated with (m) the Senses of Knowledge {u) woven 
with (dh) the Mind.” Hence “Dhaumya or Buddhi 
and its association with the Mind and the Senses 
of Knowledge” helps Man (Pawdavas) to wed 
“Draupadi” or “the Sacrifice of the Mind and the 
Senses and their objects.” 

We see that “Dhaumya” includes Buddhi, Mind 
and the Senses of Knowledge, corresponding to 
which we have Yoga-Vaiseshika-Nyaya or the reli- 
gion of Mahadeva. The Pawdavas are said to have 
chosen “Dhaumya” for their guide ; and this means 
that they seek to be guided by yiS'aivism, and have 
completely passed out of Buddhism and Jainism 
( Vaiseshika-Nyaya-Sankhya ), which hold that 
Prakriti is the chief creator of life in the universe. 

52. The Potter’s House. 

The Pandavas as Brahmanas. — Man has 
understood the Sacrifice of the Mind, and so he may 
be said to have grasped the idea of Buddhism 
Now we have seen that the four castes corresponds 
to the four great creative energies of life. The 
Brahma wa refers to Buddhi, the Kshatriya to the 
Mind, the Vaisya to the Senses of Knowledge and 
the Sudra, to the Senses of Action (MM. 1, 282-286). 
As Man has grasped the idea of Buddhi at this 
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stage, the Paw(?ava brothers are said to have dis- 
guised themselves as Brahmams, to indicate the 
stage of thought at which they have arrived. 

They live on Alms.— Alms or charity is one 
of the requisites of Sacrifice, for it is an expression 
of goodness of heart, and a recognition of justice 
and the moral order of life that the strong should 
help the weak and the rich be kind to the poor, so 
that all may live and grow and act in mutual 
co-operation for the benefit of all. As Man has 
understood the idea of Sacrifice, we are told that 
the Pawdava brothers lived on alms. 

In the Potter's House.— Man has grasped 
the idea of Buddhi, the highest energy of <Saivism, 
which holds that God and Nature together create ‘ 
the universe, but the share of God is gi eater than 
that of Prakriti. Corresponding to this we are told 
that the Pandavas came to live in a Potter’s house, 
for God is often compared to a Potter, shaping 
things out of matter or clay to his will (BhG. 
XVII, 61); and that is also the literal meaning of 
the word. 

Potter . — The word for Potter in the text is 
.Kumbha-kara, which means “(kara) husband, mas- 
ter or lord of (kumbha, water-jar. Water being sym- 
bolic of Prakriti) Prakriti.” “Kumbha-kara” or 
Potter is, therefore, the “husband, master, or 
over-lord of Prakriti.” Man has accepted Naivism 
which holds this view, and so the Pandavas come 
to live in a Potter’s house. 

53. The Test. 

Drupada desires to have Arjuna for his 
Son-in-law. — Man has to show that he has under- 
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stood the idea of the Sacrifice of the Mind and the 
Senses and their objects, and so is fit to “wed” 
Draupadt, who personifies the same idea. Now the 
question is, Who is capable of understanding and 
performing this Sacrifice ? We have seen that 
Sacrifice is both Knowledge and Action. We have 
to know what is discipline, goodness, selflessness 
and morality, and act according to them and that is 
Sacrifice. Of all creatures in the world Man alone 
is capable of this Sacrifice ; and of all energies in 
Man, — Soul, Buddhi, Mind and the Senses,— it is 
Pro/aa alone, the vehicle of the Soul and the 
energy of Action, whore Knowledge and Action 
meet, — that can understand and agt up to this 
Sacrifice. That is Arjuna, and so Drupada desires 
that he should become the “husband” of his 
daughter Draupadi. 

The Machine. — The question now is, How can 
Man prove that he has understood the idea of the 
Sacrifice of the iMind and so is fit to win Draupadi ? 
In connection with the idea of Dhaurnya we have 
shown that if Man can prove that he has grasped 
the idea of Buddhi, he may be said to have under 
stood the Sacrifice of tl)e Mind. Corresponding to 
this we have here a Yantra or Machine, which was 
erected by Drupada to test those who came to 
claim the hand of Draupadt, 

Y antra or Machine . — The word for Machine in 
the text is Yantra (Y.antra, a variant of antara, 
MWD. p. 44.) which means “(antara) the contents 
of (y) Buddhi.” In other words, we must know 
the “contents of Buddhi” (Yantra or Machine) in 
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order to explain the character of the Sacrifice of 
the Mind and the Senses and their objects 
(Draupadi). 

The Mark. — Man must grasp the idea of 
Buddhi to show that he has understood the nature 
of tlie Sacrifice of the Mind (Yantra or Machine) 
and now he must explain that the Mind is asso- 
ciated with the ten Senses. This is the Mark placed 
over the Yantra or Machine. 

Laksha or Mark . — The word for a Mark in the 
text is Laksha (la, ksha), which means “(ksha, 
lightning or the energy of the Mind, MM. 1,66) the 
Mind associated with (la) the ten Senses.” 

Thus we see that after explaining “the contents 
of Buddhi” (Yantra) we must show that the Mind 
is associated with the ten Senses (Laksha). 

The Arrow.s. — Then, in order to prove that we 
have understood the character of Buddhi, we must 
hold that it is Buddhi that is the chief creative 
energy of life ; for that is the character of Buddhi 
as the basis of the Yoga system of thought, the 
highest range of Shaivism or Yoga-Vaiseshika-Nyaya. 
This is signified by the Arrows, by means of which 
the “Mark” is to be shot. 

Arrow . — The word for Arrow in the text is 
Sayaka (Sa, ya, ka), which means “(ka) the first 
creative energy of life is (ya) Buddhi associated 
with (sa) Knowledge.” We have seen that Buddhi 
is generally believed to be characterized by Know- 
ledge, and it is only in Yoga- Vedanta or qualified 
Monism, where Buddhi is for practical purposes 
identified with the Soul, that it is associated with 
Action too. Man has come into /Saivism at present, 
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but has not yet understood the character of Yoga- 
Vedanta; and so he holds that Buddhi is charac- 
terized by Knowledge. 

The Test, — Thus, in order to show that we 
have grasped the character of the Sacrifice of the 
Mind and the Senses and their objects (Draupadi), 
we must explain the nature or “contents” of 
Buddhi (Yantra or Machine); then we must show 
that the Mind is associated with the ten Senses 
(Laksha or Mark) ; and then hold that Buddhi is 
the chief creative energy of life (Sayaka or Arrows). 
This is the test through which a person must pass 
before claiming the hand of Draupadi (Sacrifice of 
the Mind and the Senses and their objects). 

54 . Krishna Recognizes the Pandavas. 

Krishna Recognizes the Pandavas. — Man 
has understood the idea of the Sacrifice of the 
Mind, and that takes him up to Buddhi, the 
highest energy of Aaivism or Yoga-Vaiseshika- 
Nyaya; and he believes that God and Nature are 
joint creators of the universe, but the share of 
God is greater than that of Prakriti. This is also 
the point of view of Vaishnavism or Vedanta-Yoga- 
VaL<feshika in connection with its Vai^eshika 
aspect; for this system has three points 
of view, and in the first, corresponding to 
Vedanta or pure Monism, it holds that God is the 
sole creator, and Prakriti too is created by him; in 
the second, corresponding to Yoga or qualified 
Monism, it holds that Prakriti exists only as a 
spectator of God; while in the third, corresponding 
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to the Vaiseshika or Dualism, it holds that Pra- 
krit! has a share in the creation of life, but it is less 
than that of God. These are the three aspects of 
Vaishnavism, — Advaita or pure Monism, Visishto- 
dvaita or qualified Monism, and Dvaita or Dualism 
(MM. II, 260-261); and we see that the Dvaita or 
Vai^eshika aspect of Vaishnavism is analogous to 
the Yoga aspect of iS'aivism. In other words, if a 
person understands the highest point of /Saivism 
(Yoga), he knows the lowest point of Vaishnavism 
(Vaiseshika); and this enables him to pass from the 
one to the other system. We have seen that Man 
has understood the idea of Buddhi, the basis 
of Yoga, in /Saivism; and so he may be said to have 
grasped the idea of the Mind, the basis of the 
Vaiseshika, in Vaishnavism. In other words, he 
has now understood the idea of the Mind or the 
Vaiseshiki in all the three principal systems of 
Philosophy and Religion. 

We have observed that Krishna is the sole 
supreme Creator of the universe according to 
Vaishnavism. Hence, if Man has understood the 
idea of Buddhi as the highest point of /Saivism, he 
has grasped the idea of the Mind as the lowest 
point of Vaishnavism; and so Krishna or God, 
whose idea is born in each act of Sacrifice, and who 
comes for this reason to witness the wedding of 
Draupadi, recognizes the Pandavas (Man), and 
they too make his acquaintance for the first time 
at this stage. 

Krishna . — We have explained that Krishna is 
the sole supreme Creator of the universe in the 
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light of Vaishnavism, and his very name, when 
properly analysed, expresses this idea (MM. I, 
404-406). 

Krishna in the Upanishads. — The idea of Krishna 
dates back to the Upanishads if not to an 
earlier period ; and we are told in the Chhandogya 
Upanishad (III, xvii, 6) that Ghora ^ngirasa com- 
municated the view of Sacrifice in Krishna, the 
son of Devaki, and he (Krishna) never thristed 
again for other knowledge. We see from this that 
the idea of Krishna is associated with Sacrifice. In 
other words, when an act of Sacrifice is performed, 
there we get the idea of Krishna or God. 

Krishna in the Bhagavata Purana. — The Story 
of Krishna is told in the Bhagavata Purana; but, 
as Krishna is the real hero of the Mahabharata too, it 
is necessary to understand what he signifies. The 
question in the Mahabharata is. How can Man rise 
from Sankhya to Vedanta or the lowest to the 
highest system of thought? while in the Bhagavata 
Purana we are told how the idea of God is born in 
the world of manifest life which does not believe 
in him. In other words, suppose we hold that it is 
Prakriti or Nature that creates, how can we come 
to believe that it is God who creates? 

The Eight Children of Vasudeva and Devaki . — 
The question before us is, How is the idea of God 
born in the world of manifest life. Nature of Pra- 
kriti? Now we are told that there are eight divisions 
of Prakriti, — Buddhi, Egoism, Mind, and the five 
Elements (BhG. VII, 4); and so if we believe that 
it is Prakriti who creates, we must have eight 
children born of Prakriti. That, as we have ex- 
plained, is the idea of the eight Vasus and the eight 
children of Ganga; and, with some variation, 
we get the same idea here again. And so Devaki 
has eight children too. 
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Vasudeva and Devahi . — Vasudeva and Devafci 
may be said to personify Purusha and Pra- 
kriti, and Vasudeva literally signifies “ the lord of 
Vasus;” and we have explained that Vasu (Va, su) 
means “born of Prakriti.” He is thus “the lord 
of all that is born of Prakriti;’’ or a Purusha or 
God in relation to Prakriti. Devaki (Da, i, va, 
k, i) means “(i, sign of ftminine gender) Prakriti 
holding that (k) the first ereative energy is (va) 
Prakriti, (i) associated with (da) Sacrifice.” Here 
we get the idea of Sacrifice by means of which 
Prakriti too is said to create; and so the idea of 
God (Krishna) is born out of Sacrifice, and that is 
what we are told in the Upanishads. 

Balarama and Krishna . — We are told that Vasu- 
deva and Devaki had eight children, and these are 
the eight divisions of Prakriti. Starting at the 
bottom, we see that the seventh is Egoism, and the 
eighth Buddhi; and we are told that Balarama 
was the seventh, and Krishna the eighth, child. 
The former should refer, therefore, to Egoism, and 
the latter to Buddhi. Now we see that Egoism 
is differently defined in different systems of 
thought. The Sankhya holds that it is a transform- 
ation of Buddhi, and after it we get the Mind. 
Other systems hold that whenever the Soul 
associates with the objects of life, it is 
transformed into Egoism. Now the Soul, associ- 
ates with the objects through its vehicle Prana or 
vital Breath; and when this association is charac- 
terized by Desire, the attribute of the Mind, we 
get Egoism. Hence Balarama personifies Breath 
or Prana associated with the Mind, and this is the 
meaning of the word as we have explained 
(MM. IV, 122-123). 

Krishna personifies Buddhi; but we have seen 
that Vaishnavism holds that Buddhi may for prac- 
tical purposes, be identified with the Soul (MM. I, 
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67, n. 3); and so Krishna is the deity of the Soul, 
having Buddhi for its first manifestation. In 
other words, he is the Pnrusha of the Soul in pure 
Vedanta, Advaita, or Monism; but, inasmuch as 
we can go only as far as Buddhi in the world of 
manifest life, he may be regarded as the Purusha 
of Buddhi or qualified Monism too. That is to 
say, we might either hold that God is the sole 
supreme Creator of the universe, or that Nature 
exists only as a spectator of his work, and these 
two points of view will be practically the same. 
This, as we shall see, is the point of view of the 
Mahabharata as indicated in the Battle of Kuru- 
kshetra. 

A detailed examination of the Story of Krishna, 
as given in the Bhagavata Purana, is outside the 
scope of this work, and we shall confine ourselves, 
as far as possible, to the Mahabharata. 

55. Shooting the Mark. 

The Failure of many Princes. — We have 
seen the conditions that must be satisfied before 
Draupadi can be won; and, as the true idea of 
Sacrifice has not yet been generally understood, 
many Princes fail in their attempt to “ shoot the 
mark. ” 

Karna’s Attempt.— Kama is Food, the essence 
of semen virile, the creative energy of Prakriti 
in the Sankhya. This system holds that Mahat 
or Buddhi is the highest creative energy of life, 
and so Kama believes that he knows the true 
nature of the Sacrifice of the Mind and the 
Senses and their objects, all of which arise out 
of Buddhi according to the Sankhya ( MM. II, 
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169, 171 ). Again, we have seen how, when the 
Seed is sown and it multiplies, and again when it 
is eaten and supports life, its action is creative 
and beneficent, and so it may be said to under- 
stand and act in a spirit of Sacrifice. Hence we 
are told that Karwa raised the bow, strung it, 
and placed an arrow on the string, and was on 
the point of shooting the mark. 

Draupadi’s Protest. — But he was prevented 
by the protest of Draupadi. She maintains that 
it is Man alone who can grasp the true nature 
of Sacrifice, and not Grain or the Vegetable King- 
dom; for Food exists for the Eater of Food, and 
it is only through the latter that it can make a 
true Sacrifice. And so she wants to wed a man who 
understands and can act in a spirit of Sacrifice, 
and not Grain or Corn. Hence she cries out that 
she will not have a Sttta for her husband, at 
which Kama retires in shame. 

A Suta . — The word Swta has a number of 
meanings in Sanskrit, but it is usually interpreted 
to mean “ a charioteer, ” for Adhiratha, the 
reputed “ father ” of Kama, is described as a 
Swta. But we have shown that Adhiratha (Adhi, 
ratha) really means “anxiety regarding the body,” 
and Swta is “ one who is born ” (MM. IV, 64-65). 
The word Swta also signifies procreation in general, 
and Swti, its feminine form, means “ yeilding 
fruit, production of crops ” (MWD. p. 1240). 
Here Swta would obviously have this meaning, 
and refer to “ the production of crops; ” for 
Kama is Seed or Grain, which yields fruit and 
produces crops. 
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56. The Success of Abjuna. 

The Success of Abjuna.- Sacrifice requires 
both Knowledge and Action, and these meet in 
Prana or vital Breath, the energy of Action and 
tl;e vehicle of the Soul, the essence of all Know- 
ledge. Further, it is Man alone who can under- 
stand and perform a true Sacrifice, and the essence 
of his life is Prana. Hence it is Prana or Arjuna 
alone who can succeed in winning Draupadi, the 
emblem of Sacrifice. Further, we have seen that 
Man has passed out of Buddhism and Jainism into 
(Saivism, which has Buddhi for its highest 
creative energy of life; and so he may be said to 
have understood the character of the Sacrifice 
of the Mind and the Senses and their objects, and 
that is Draupadi. 

Abjuna Bows to Mahadeva and Remembebs 
Vishnu. — Man has understood the religion of 
Mahadeva, which is a stepping stone to that of 
Vishnu, and we have seen how when we reach 
the highest point of ^aivism, viz., Buddhi, we 
enter the lowest point of Vaishnavism. Both 
these systems comprehend the character of the 
Sacrifice of the Mind and the Senses; and so we 
are told that before shooting the mark Arjuna 
bowed to Mahadeva and remembered Krishna, 
the perfect incarnation of Vishnu. 

Abjuna Wins Dbaupadi. — Man can easily 
satisfy all the conditions laid down for the winning 
of Draupadi, and so Arjuna succeeds in “ shooting 
the mark. ” Drupada and Draupadi are both 
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delighted at the deed; and, as Man has entered 
the lowest stage of Vaishnavism, Krishna, its 
supreme deity, greets Arjuna and offers him all 
assistance in time of need. 

57. The Wife of Five. 

The Wife of Five. — Prana or vital Breath, 
the energy of Action and the vehicle of the Soul, 
is the central energy in Man, and it is this that 
performs all Sacrifice; and so it is Arjuna who 
wins Draupadt. But Man consists of other ener- 
gies too. He has Buddhi, personified by 
Yudhishihira; Mind by Bhtma; and Arms and Legs 
by Nakula and Sahadeva respectively. Each of 
these, in addition to Prana, is capable of acting 
in a spirit of Sacrifice, though at the root of all 
is Breath or Prana. It is necessary for us to 
understand the full scope and character of Sacri- 
fice, and so we must examine its idea in the light 
of all these energies of Man. Hence, though it is 
Arjuna who wins Draupadi, she must become the 
“ wife ” of all the five Pandava brothers. Again, 
as all this Action or Sacrifice is creative in 
character and fruitful in result, she has, as we 
shall see, an issue by each of them. 

Drupada’s Doubts. — Drupada personifies the 
Sacrifice of the Senses and their objects, that is, 
in the Sankhya; and though he has now grasped 
a higher idea of Sacrifice, he is yet unable to 
understand how each energy of Man can act 
separately and together at the same time. He 
knows that it is Prawa (Arjuna) that acts, and 
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it is the central energy of life in Man, and all 
other Senses, including Buddhi and Mind, act 
under the direction of Prona ; but he cannot 
understand how these can act separately too. 
But he is made to realize that all the Senses, of 
Knowledge as well as Action, are separate as 
we see them, and so we can conceive of their 
actions as separate too; at the same time they 
are held together by the Mind. In the same 
manner the Mind may be regarded as a separate 
entity, characterized by Desire, Doubt, etc., 
and yet the Mind and the Senses are held 
together by Buddhi; and the latter again by the 
Soul. Thus we can conceive of the functions of 
the different energies of Man as separate as well 
as combined; and when Drupada understands 
this he waives his objection to the marriage of 
Draupadi with the five Pandava brothers. In 
this connection we are told that Vyasa came to 
dispel his doubts; and Vyasa personifies Buddhi 
in its own character and as identified for practi- 
cal purposes with the Soul. He is thus a fit 
person to explain how the different energies of 
Man can be regarded as separate, and how they 
are again linked together by means of Buddhi 
and the Soul. 

The Virginity of Draupadi. — There can be 
no end to Sacrifice or creative and beneficient 
action. Sacrifice can never be exhausted; it is 
like a virgin field, yielding fruit for ever; and so 
we are told that Draupadi was married to all 
the five Parwiava brothers, but that high-souled 
lady still regained her virginity day after day. 
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A Resume. — We have to understand the 
nature of Sacrifice, not only of the Senses and 
their objects, but of the Mind as well, and this 
will enable us to rise from Jainism and Buddh- 
ism to /Shaivism (The Sacrifice of Drupada). 

We see that there are two kinds of Sacrifice. 
Some acts are commonly called Sacrifice, but they 
are really not so, and they can be regarded as 
Sacrifice only if the idea of God is present in them 
(Dhrishiadyumna). Others again are essentially 
creative and good and have the idea of God 
inherent in them (Draupadt). Then we see that 
when we associate the idea of Sacrifice with Nature 
or Prakriti, we transform it into God (/Sikhawdin). 

When we grasp the idea of the Sacrifice of the 
Mind and the Senses we rise from Jainism and 
Buddhism to .Shaivism, with its range of thought 
extending from the Senses of Knowledge and 
Mind to Buddhi (Dhaumya). Conversely, if we 
understand the character of Buddhi, we may be 
said to have grasped the character of the Sacrifice 
of the Mind and the Senses. 

Shaivism holds that Buddhi is the highest 
creative energy of life (disguise as Brahmawas); 
and Man at this stage understands the character 
of Sacrifice (living on alms). He realizes that God 
is associated with Prakriti in the creation of life, 
but it is he (God) who is master and lord (in the 
Potter’s house). 

Man has now to show that he has understood 
thp, iflfia, of the Sa.crifice of the Mind and the Senses 
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(the Test); and this can be done if he can show 
that he has understood the character of Buddbi 
(Yantra or Machine), and knows that Buddhi is 
the highest creative energy of life (Sayaka or 
Arrows). He should further be able to explain 
that the Mind is associated with the ten Senses 
(Laksha or Mark), and can be grasped by means of 
Buddhi (shooting the Mark with Arrows). When 
he can do this, he will be able to show that he has 
understood the idea of the Sacrifice of the Mind 
and the Senses and their objects (winning 
Draupadi). 

Man has really understood all this. Moreover 
he knows that the idea of God is inherent in Sacri- 
fice (Krishna). He is established in >Saivism, 
which is a stepping stone to Vaishnavism, and so 
he has some idea of God in the latter system too 
(Krishna recognizes the Pant/avas, and they make 
his acquaintance). 

Here we might ask, if we understand the idea 
of Sacrifice of the Mind and the Senses by means of 
Buddhi, the highest energy of >8aivism, can we do 
so by means of Mahat or Buddhi, the highest 
energy of the Sankhya too.? The answer is that 
the two ideas of Buddhi are different. The San- 
khya holds that all action, of whatever kind, 
including acts of Sacrifice, must be renounced in 
order to achieve salvation; and so Buddhi, the 
highest energy in this system, is characterized by 
Knowledge alone and not Action. Yoga, on the 
other hand, holds that we must perform actions 
as a Sacrifice, and it is based on Buddhi, the 
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highest point of ^Saivism. Buddhi in /Shaivism is, 
therefore, characterized by Knowledge indeed, but 
by Action too. Hence we might say that the 
Sankhya, based on the creative character of Food 
or semen virile, does not understand the true 
character of Sacrifice (Kama’s attempt). 

Sacrifice requires both Knowledge and Action; 
they meet in Prana or vital Breath, the energy of 
Action, and the vehicle of the Soul, the receptacle 
of all Knowledge. Hence it is Prana that performs 
all acts of Sacrifice (Arjuna’s success). But, 
though Prana is at the root of all actions, the 
different energies of which Man is composed, viz., 
Buddhi, Mind, Arms and Legs are each capable of 
separate acts of Sacrifice (the Wife of five). The 
Senses act separately and yet are unified by the 
Mind; even so the Mind and the Senses are linked 
together by Buddhi, and the latter by the Soul; 
and so we might say that they all function together 
as well as separately (Drupada’s doubts are 
allayed). Then there is no end to acts of Sacrifice, 
and he who performs them is never exhausted and 
is fresh for ever (the virginity of Braupadi). 



CHAPTER X 


THE DIVISION OF THE KINGDOM 


OR 

THE CONNECTION BETWEEN MIVISM 
AND BUDDHISM 


68. The Van "^avas at Home. 59. The Division of the Kingdom. 


A Summary. 

We have explained that Man has passed out 
of Buddhism into /Saivism. But Buddhism corres- 
ponds to Vaiseshika-Nyoya, while xS^aivism to Yoga 
Vaiseshika-Nyuya; and so Buddhism is included in 
/S'aivism, and there is no real hostility between 
them, Man (Pemdavas) is thus reconciled to his 
opponents. (The Pawdavas at Home). 

Nevertheless, there are points of disagreement 
between AS'aivism and Buddhism, and it is necessary 
to distinguish between them. (The Division of 
the Kingdom). 

58 . The Pandavas at Home. 

The Pandavas at Home.— The Pandavas (Man) 
have aeeepted xS'aivism for their faith, while the 
Kauravas still adhere to Buddhism. But *9aivism 
corresponds to Yoga-Vaiseshika-Nyaya, while 
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Buddhism to Vaiscshika-Nyoya; and so the latter 
is included in the former. Hence there is no real 
hostility between them; and king Dhritarashira, 
who personifies Buddhism, follows the advice of the 
advocates of Nyaya and Vaweshika, — Bhishma and 
Drowa, — on which this system is based, and sends 
for the Pawdavas. Vidura, who represents the 
character of the Mind, common to both the systems, 
is commissioned to bring them all to Hastinapura, 
the city of Nyaya, And so once again they all 
meet together as friends. 

Common Ground between Saivism and Bud- 
dhism . — The central idea of (Saivism is that 
Purusha and Prakriti are joint creators of life. 
Ith as three aspects, corresponding to the three 
systems of Philosophy on which it is based. In 
the light of Yoga the share of Purusha is con- 
ceived as greater than that of Prakriti, in the 
light of the VaicSeshika the two are equal, while 
in the light of Nyaya the share of Purusha is 
less than that of Prakriti. Buddhism, on the 
other hand, is based on the central idea that it 
is Prakriti who is the chief creator of life; and 
in the light of its Nyaya idea it conceives of 
Purusha but as a spectator of Parkriti, while in 
connection with the Vai«eshika it gives a larger 
place to Purusha as a creator, but still less than 
that of Prakriti. These are its two schools, 
Hinayana and Mahayana. Thus we see that 
the Vaiseshika of Buddhism is akin to the Nyaya 
of (Shaivism, while the Vaiseshika and Yoga of 
the latter are higher than the range of the former 
system. In the same manner the Nyaya of 
Buddhism has little to do with the (S'aiva system 
of thought. Hence we might say that the two 
systems meet really in the Vaiseshika, for the 
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Buddhist aspect of this system corresponds to 
the Nyaya aspect of /Saivism. And so it is 
Vidura, who personifies the Vaiseshika in all its 
aspects and is thus common to both, who is 
seiit to bring the Pandavas home. 


59. The Division of the Kingdom. 

The Division of the Kingdom. — But though 
Buddhism is included in xSaivism, there are 
obvious points of difference between them. The 
Vaiseshika of Buddhism corresponds to the Nyaya 
of (Saivism, and that is their common ground. 
But the Nyaya of Buddhism is not the same as 
the Nyaya of /Saivism; nor is their Vaiseshika 
the same; and the Yoga of ^Saivism is entirely 
outside the range of Buddhist thought. The 
two cannot be identified or contained in one 
and the same place; and so king Dbritarashfra 
deems it wise to divide the Kingdom of Thought 
between them and their followers, viz., the 
Kauravas and Pandavas. The range of the 
former extends from Vaiseshika to Nyaya, and 
so they are centred in their stronghold, Hastina- 
pura, the city of Nyaya; while the range of the 
latter extends from Nyaya to Vaiseshika and 
Yoga, and so they go out to seek their own 
stronghold, the city of Yoga, or Buddhi on which 
it is based. That is Indraprastha, the city of 
Indra, the deity of Buddhi or the Yoga system 
of thought; and so the Pawdavas go out and 
construct a new city of this name and dwell 
there. 
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Indraprastha . — Indraprastha is the city of 
India, who is the deity of Buddhi (M.\l. I, 340, 
n. 5), specially where Buddhi is for practical 
purposes identified with the Soul (MM. I, 67, n. 
3; 341, n. 8-9). Indraprastha means “(prastha) 
abiding in (India) India;” hence it may be said 
to be the city of India. 

Khandava-prastha . — This city is also called 
Khawdava-prastha; and it means “ a city where 
the idea of Prakriti as the chief creator of life 
is broken. ” This, as we have seen, is the im- 
plication of /Saivism, where Prakriti is not as in 
Buddhism and Jainism, regarded as the chief 
creative energy of life. 

Khawdava means “ of Khandava, ” and 
Kharidava (Khawda, va) means “ (va) Prakriti 
(khan^a) broken up.” Thus Indraprastha is really 
Khandava-prastha, for there the idea of Prakriti 
as the chief creator of life is refuted or broken 
up. 


Krishna Accompanies the Pandavas.— Man 
has understood the range of /Saivism, extending 
to Buddhi or Yoga which holds that God and 
Nature are joint creators of life, but the share 
of God is greater than that of Nature or Prakriti. 
This corresponds to the Vaweshika or Dualist 
aspect of Vaishnavism (Vedanta- Yoga-Vai«eshika); 
and so, as Man has attained to the highest (Yoga) 
point of /Saivism, he may be said to have 
entered the lowest (Vaiseshika) point of Vaishnav- 
ism. Krishna is the supreme Purusha of Vaish- 
navism, and, as Man has been initiated in his 
faith, he accompanies the Pandavas to their new 



176 


THE MYSTERY OF THE MAHABHARATA 


abode. He helps them to settle down, and then 
after some time returns to Dvaraka. 

Dvaraka. — The word Dvaraka ( Dvara, ka, a ) 
means “ ( a, sign of feminine gender, Woman 
being regarded as an instrument of creation ) 
creative ( ka ) body associated with ( dvara ) 
gates. ” These “ gates ” are the openings of 
the sense-organs in the human body, and so we 
are told in the Bhagavad Gita of “the city with 
nine gates ” (V, 13 ), — the nine openings or 
gates being two ears, two eyes, two nostrils, one 
mouth, one organ of creation, and one of ex- 
cretion. These nine consist of both the Senses 
of Knowledge and Action, and the Tongue is 
both tliese organs combined into one. As a Sense 
of Knowledge it refers to Taste, while as a Sense 
of Action it refers to Fire or Speech (MM. I, 70). 

Krishna in Dvaraka. — Dvaraka personifies the 
creative functions of the Senses of Knowledge 
and Action in the human body; and when these 
act in a spirit of Sacrifice, God is always there. 
Hence there are two places for God, — (1) the Soul 
which is the image of God himself, and (2) Sacrifice, 
the simplest expression of which is the Sacrifice 
of the organs of the Senses. Hence Krishna 
dwells either with the Pawdavas (Man), specially 
when Arjuna (Prar^a or Soul) is present, or in 
the city of Dvaraka. When he is absent from 
both, it means that God is denied. That is what 
happens at the Gambling Match; and, explaining 
the cause of the failure of the Pa«davas, Krishna 
says to Yudhishdiira that the king lost because 
he (Krishna) was not with them and away from 
Dvaraka too (MBh. Vana P. Ill, xiii, 1). 

A Resume. — Man is established in *9aivi8m, 
while his opponents adhere to Buddhism. As 
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there is a great deal in common between them, 
specially between <Saivism and the Mahayana 
school of Buddhism, the two are reconciled (the 
recall of the Pawdavas). Still there are a number 
of differences between them. The Hmayana 
school of Buddhism has little to do with /S'aivism; 
while the Dualist and qualified Monist schools 
of /Saivism are outside the range of Buddhism. 
It is, therefore, necessary to distinguish between 
them (the division of the Kingdom). The strong- 
hold of Buddhism is its Hmayana school, based 
on Nyaya (Kauravas in Hastinapura), while the 
highest point of ^aivism reaches to qualified 
Monism, based on Buddhi, identified for practical 
purposes with the Soul (Indra-prastha). Estab- 
lished in this, Man refutes the idea of Prakriti 
as the chief creator of life (Kha?<dava-prastha). 
In the light of Buddhi he holds that God is the 
chief Greater of the universe, and this is a 
stepping stone to his rise from iSaivism to 
Vaishnavism (Krish/^a accompanies and lives 
with the Paadavas). The idea of God, however, 
either abides in the Sold or in the creative, 
selfless, and beneficent functions of our organs 
of the Senses (Krisliaa leaves for Dvaraka). 



CHAPTER XI 


THE EXILE OF ARJUNA 
OR 

THE FUNCTIONS OF PRJAA OR BREATH 

60. Life at Indrapraatha. 61. Arjuna’s Exile. 62. The Wives 
of Arjuna : Arjuna and Ul//p/. 63. Arjuna and Chitrungad^/. 64. 

Arjuna and Siibhadr//. 65. The Birth of Abhiinanyu. 06. The 
Sons of Draupad’. 


A SUMMAEY. 

Man is established in ^Saivism, whose range of 
thought extends from Buddhi to the Mind and the 
Senses of Knowledge. Ho has also, to a certain 
extent, grasped the idea of God in Vedanta (Krish- 
na), and his relation to the Soul and the Senses. 
He thinks that the best way of studying the 
subject is to consider all these energies separately 
and examine the functions of each. (Life at Indra- 
prastha). 

But he soon finds that all these energies of Man 
are dependent on Vrana, or Breath. He had under- 
stood that the Mind is fastened to Prana (MM. 
IV, 122-123); and now ho finds that Buddhi too 
functions in connection with Prana. This renders 
it necessary for him to understand the functions of 
Prana more clearly. (The Exile of Arjuna). 
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He finds that a person functions in the world of 
manifest life or Prakriti by means of his Breath or 
Pra/ia. Prakriti has three creative forms, and 
Prana is associated with each of the three. (The 
Three Wives of Arjuna). 

The first form of Prakriti relates to the Ele- 
ments and the Senses and their objects, and Prana 
is associated with it. (Arjuna and Ulnpi). 

The second form of Prakriti relates to the Mind, 
and with it too Prana is associated. (Arjuna and 
Chitrangada). 

The third form of Prakriti relates to the un- 
manifest energy of the Heart, which is made 
manifest as Mahat or Buddhi, and with this Prana 
is associated too. (Arjuna and Subhadra). 

He finds that the Soul associates with the world 
of manifest life through its vehicle Prana, and then 
the Soul is transformed into Egoism or Abhimana. 
(The Birth of Abhimanyu). 

Then he secs that, acting with Prana, each 
energy of Man — Buddhi, Mind, and Arms and 
Legs — is capable of functioning separately in a 
spirit of Sacrifice, and with satisfactory results. 
(The Sons of Draupadi). 

60 . Life at Indrafrastha. 

The Character of the Mind. — Man has been 
established in <Saivism, which is based funda- 
mentally on the character of the Mind, holding 
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that Purusha and Prakriti together create the 
universe. He has also grasped the idea of the 
Sacrifice of the Mind and the Senses (Wedding of 
(Draupadi) ; but he finds that he needs to examine 
the problem of the Mind more clearly. How does 
the Mind function, and in connection with what 
energies ? Docs it act simultaneously with all, or 
separately with each ? 

In this connection we are told that “the Mind 
lives upon all the Senses and their objects. In the 
perception of taste the Mind becomes the tongue, 
in speech it becomes words. Covered with the 
different Senses, the Mind becomes all the objects 
which exist in its apprehension.” (MPh. ySunti 
P. XII, ccx, 31-32). Again it is said that “when the 
Mind is united with the faculties of knowledge, then 
the Understanding (Buddhi) sets in {Ibid, ccv, 9 ). 
Further, “the Mind should be associated with 
Prawa” {Ibid, clxxxix, 19), and the “ fruits of 
action depend upon the Mind” {Ibid, cci, 20). The 
character of the Mind has been examined at some 
length in the Upanishads (MM. II, 232, i^eq.) and the 
same idea is repeated in later sacred books ; and 
we see that the Mind functions in connection with 
all the energies of Man, from Pra/ia to the Senses ; 
and it is for this reason that Draupad^, the symbol 
of the Sacrifice of the Mind and the Senses, becomes 
the “wife” of all the five Pawd.ava brothers. 

The next question for consideration is. Does the 
Mind function in connection with only one energy 
at a time, or with several simultaneously ? The 
answer is that it acts only in connection with one 
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Sense or energy at a time, and not simultaneously 
with two or more. The only energy common to all 
its functions is Prana or Breath. A person 
can breathe and perform other functions 
of the Senses or Buddhi at the same time ; 
but he cannot see and hear, or taste and smell 
simultaneously. In this connection we are told in 
the Upanishads that “As the people say, ‘My Mind 
was elsewhere, I did not hear,’ it is clear that a 
man secs with his Mind and hears with his Mind.” 
Man has now to show that he understands all this 
about the Mind. 

The Advice op N aka da. — Wo arc told that 
Narada advised the Pawdavas to establish a rule 
that each of them should live separately with 
Draupadi ; and this means that he asked them to 
understand that the creative functions of the Mind 
(Draupadi) can bo referred only to one energy of 
Man {Pandnvas) at a time. 

Nnrada . — Narada {N,a, ra,da) means “(da) the 
Sacrifice of (ra) the Senses of Action (a) leading to 
or associated with (n) the Senses of Knowledge.” 
We have shown that it is by means of Sacrifice that 
we rise from a lower to a higher energy or system 
of thought ; and so the Sacrifice of the Senses leads 
to an apprehension of the Mind. Thus Narada is 
one who understands the character of the Mind 
by means of the Sacrifice of the Senses ; and so he 
is competent to advise Man in regard to the func- 
tions of the Mind (living with Draupadi). 

01. Arjuna’s Exile. 

The Action of Arjuna. — Though the Mind 
functions separately in connection with the different 
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energies of Man, an exception must be made in 
regard to Breath or Prawa, for we can breathe and 
think or act at the same time. And so we are told 
that at the time when Yudhishfhira (Buddhi) was 
engaged with Draupadi (Sacrifice of the Mind and 
the Senses), Arjuna (Prawa) too came in. 

The Exile of Arjuna. — This implies that the 
energy of Pruwa is different in character to that of 
other energies of Man, and so it becomes necessary 
to understand it more clearly. In other words, the 
Soul of Man must understand the character of its 
vehicle Pra%a, and corresponding to this we are 
told that Arjuna (Prana and Soul) went into exile 
for twelve years to lead the life of a Brahmachari, 
because he had “transgressed” the rule between 
the brothers. Brahmacharya means “acting like 
Brahma” or acting creatively; and this implies 
that Arjuna (or Prana) desired to understand his 
own creative functions after this experience in con- 
nection with Draupadi 

Brahmacharya . — Brahmacharya (Brahma, ch- 
arya) means “(charya) action in accordance with 
the law of (Brahma)” Brahma. Now Brahma or 
Brahma is the deity of Buddhism and Jainism 
(MM. II, Chapter XI); and Arjuna (or Prana) desires 
to understand his own character in the light of this 
system of thought more carefully. That is the idea 
of the Brahmacharya of Arjuna. 

Brahmacharya and Celibacy.— We are told that 
Brahmacharya usually signifies celibacy or conti- 
nence in matters of sex. This obviously implies 
self-control, which is the essence of Sacrifice, and 
the /Sivetambara school of Jainism and the two 
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schools of Buddhism believe in Sacrifice. But these 
systems also hold that, as Prakriti is the chief crea- 
tor of life, the goal of each individual is separation 
from Prakriti. Hence birth is conceived as a 
“curse,” and celibacy or continence an ideal worthy 
of our aim. In the present case, however, there is 
no reference to this, for Arjuna instead cf observing 
celibacy goes out to marry three wives. We have 
to understand Brahmacharya here in its literal 
sense as, “acting according to the law of Brahma.” 

62 . The Wives of Arjuna: Arjuna and Ulupi. 

The Three Wives of Arjuna. — Prana (Arjuna) 
has now to understand its own character. It is the 
energy of action as well as the vehicle of the Soul, 
and it can act only when it comes into contact with 
the objects of life. These objects of life refer to 
manifest Nature or Prakriti, which, according to 
Buddhism and Jainism, is conceived as the chief 
creative energy of life. As Prana (Arjuna) has to 
understand its character in the light of these 
systems over which Brahma presides, it must know 
with what forms of Prakriti it has to associate. 

We have explained that Buddhism and Jainism 
correspond to Sankhya-Nyaya-Vaiseshika, and 
Prakriti in these systems is conceived as having 
three aspects bearing on these three systems. These 
in the Vedas are described as Saras vati, Ida, and 
Mahi or Bharat^, and their idea is repeated in the 
Mahabharata in Amba, Ambika, and Ambalika. 
Prana has now to be associated with the same 
three aspects of Prakriti, and they are here des- 
cribed as Ulnpi, Chitrangada, and Subhadra, 
the three “wives’ of Arjuna whom he married 
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while he went out to practise Brahmaeharya. 
Subhadra is Prakriti according to the S«n- 
khya, Ul^pi according to Nyaya, and Chitran- 
gada according to the Vaii-eshika. As Nyaya is 
the centre of this system (Sankh^’a-Nyaya-Vaise- 
shika), and we have to examine all things in the 
light of our Senses of Knowledge or Pratyaksha 
Pramawa, the evidence of the Senses, it would be 
convenient to consider the Prakriti of Nyaya first. 

Akjuna and Ulupi. — I n our quest of know- 
ledge we have to proceed from the known to the 
unknown, from the lower to the higher stage. At 
the bottom of the scale of energies in Man we have 
tlie Senses of Knowledge and Action, and we see 
that Prawx or Breath acts in connection with them. 
In other words, when Praaa is associated with the 
Ear or the sense of hearing, the latter comes to be 
associated with its object, — that is, it hears. Simi- 
larly, when Pra?ia associates with the Arms, the 
hands act ; when with Legs, they move, and so on. 
Arjuna or Praraa must, therefore, be associated first 
of all with a “wife” or Prakriti symbolic of the 
Senses and their objects; and corresponding to this 
we are told that Arjuna, going out to practise 
Brahmaeharya, married Ulapi, a form of Prakriti 
signifying that “the Senses of Knowledge and 
Action are woven with their objects.” 

Ulupi . — The word Ulwpi (U, u, p, i) means 
“(i, sign of feminine gender, Woman being regarded 
as a symbol of Prakriti) Prakriti signifying that (p) 
the objects of the Senses (u) are woven with (1) the 
ten Senses and (u) the Senses of Knowledge.” 
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Arjuna on the Banks of the Ganga. — We 
are told that Arjuna came to the banks of the 
Ganga, and was engaged in performing Sacrifices, 
and then Ulttpi, the daughter of a Naga king, 
desired him to marry her. All this explains the 
character of the functions of Prana in the light of 
the Nyaya system of thought, based on the charac- 
ter of the Senses of Knowledge. In other words, we 
are req^uired to use our Senses of Knowledge, 
and see for ourselves how Prana or Breath func- 
tions in connection with the Senses. 

Ganga is, as we have explained, the Prakriti of 
Nyaya; and, as we have to understand the problem 
in the light of our Senses, Arjuna comes to the 
banks of the Ganga. As we have to see how 
Prana functions, Arjuna (Prana) is engaged in 
performing Sacrifices or creative and selfless 
actions. Then, as we have to see how it associates 
with Prakriti or the objects of life in connection 
with the Senses and their objects, Ulnpz (who is this 
Prakriti) claims him for her own. She is the 
daughter of a Naga king, who personifies the Nyaya 
system of thought. 

Naga . — The word Naga (N, a, ga) means “(ga) 
the Senses of Knowledge (a) associated with (n) 
the Senses of Knowledge.” As Nyaya is based on 
the character of the Senses of Knowledge, “Naga” 
refers to this system of thought; and tlxat is the 
idea of the word in Nagapura too. 

The Boon op Ulupi. — Ul?/pi gave a boon to 
Arjuna, making him invincible in Water; and this 
means that when Prana (Arjuna) understands the 
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true nature of its contact with the Senses and 
their objects (Uhtpi), it cannot be lost in Prakriti 
(becomes invincible in Water, symbolic of Prakriti). 

03. Aiuuna and Ciittrangada. 

Arjuna and Chitrangada. — We have ex- 
amined the assoeiation of Prana with the Senses 
and their objects, and now we have to know its 
connection with the Mind, the energy above the 
Senses. This is Chitrangada, the Prakriti or cre- 
ative energy of the Mind. 


Chitrangada . — Chitrangada (Chit, ra,anga, da, a) 
means “(a, sign of feminine gender) Prakriti (da) 
giving (anga) the body of (ra) the Senses of Action 
associated with (chit) the Mind.” She personifies, 
therefore, the Chit or Mind, associated with the 
Senses. 

Tht Father of Chitrangada . — The father of Chit- 
rangada is Chitravahana (Chit, ra, vahana) mean- 
ing “(vahana) ho whose vehicle is (ra) the Sen.ses 
of Action associated with (chit) the Mind ” In 
other words, when the Mind is as.sociated with the 
Senses of Action, we get the soxirce (father) 
of the creative energy of the Mind (Chitrangada). 
That is to say, the Mind becomes truly ereative 
when it is associated not only with the Senses of 
Knowledge, but with those of Action too. 

The King of Manipura . — Chitra vahana is the 
king of Manipura (Ma»i, p, u, ra) meaning “(ra) 
the Senses of Action and (u) of Knowledge asso- 
ciated with (p) their objects, (mawi) conceived as a 
gem, or personified.” This means that Chit or the 
Mind “rules” over the Senses of Knowledge and 
Action and their objects. 
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The Birth of Babhruvahana — The marriage 
of Arjuna and Chitrangada is the association of 
Prana or Breath with Chit or the energy of the 
Mind. What happens when this takes place? We 
are told that when Prana associates with the Mind, 
Imagination is born. We have seen that the an- 
cients believed that the place of the Mind is 
the Brow (MM. 1, 155; II, 345-346); and now we 
arc told that when Prana or Breath acts on the 
brow , the seat of the Mind, Imagination is born; 
that is, we see images rising before the centre of 
the brows, and that is exactly the place where they 
rise. That is Babhruvahana, the son of Arjuna 
and Chitrangada. 

Babhruvahana . — Babhruvahana ( Ba, bhru for 
bhra, vahana) means “ (vahana) carrying (bhra) 
on the brow (ba) Prakriti or the objects of life. ” 
The brow is the place of the Mind, and when “ the 
objects are carried on the brow ” we see their 
image there. In other words. Imagination is born 
when this takes place. 

The Cause of Dreams . — This will explain the 
cause of Dreams, for in dreams we see images of 
different kinds. It is said in the Upanishads that 
a person goes to sleep when his Soul retires into 
itself (SBE. I, 99). Prana or Breath is the vehicle 
of the Soul, and a person engages in action 
through his Prana, and then he is awake. When 
he wishes to sleep, he can do so when his Prana 
is disengaged from the objects, and retires within 
itself. Now Prana may be engaged with Buddhi, 
Mind, or the Senses and their objects; and when 
X person wishes to sleep. Prana must first of all 
lisengage itself from the Senses and their objects, 
then from the Mind, then from Buddhi, and then 
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it can retire into itself or the Soul. When it has 
been disentangled from the Senses and their 
objects, it is still associated with the Mind, — and 
it is at this stage that a person sees dreams; and 
so we commonly believe that dreams arise because 
of a wandering Mind (Cf. MBh. S’anti p. XII, 
ccxvi, 6-12, ccxxv, 24). When Prana passes 
out of the Mind into Buddhi, dreams cease; and 
when it is centred in itself or the Soul, we have 
perfect sloop. Corresponding to this the ancients 
conceived of four stages of sleep; and these stages 
would refer to the association of Pra«a with 
the Senses and their objects, the Mind, Buddhi, 
and the Soul. (Cf. Keith’s Iwlian Logic and 
Atomism, p. 67). 


The Condition of Chitrangada’s Marrigae 
WITH Arjuna. — Now we might ask. Is imagina- 
tion more closely allied to the Mind or Prana? 
The reply is that it is more a part of the Mind 
than Prana. In other words, when we breathe, we 
do not necessarily call up any images; but when we 
exercise the Mind we do so more easily. Hence 
we are told that the condition of Arjuna’s marriage 
with Chitrangada was that the child born viz., 
Babhruvahana or Imagination, must remain with 
Chitravahana and Chitrangada and not Arjuna. 

64. Arjuna and Subhadra. 

Arjuna and Subhadra. — There are three forms 
of Prakriti, and we have seen the action of Prana 
(Arjuna) with two of them; the third, the Prakriti 
of the creative energy of the Heart, the symbol 
of universal Nature, on which the Sankhya system 
is based, remains. As in the case ef Kunti, 
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Prakriti is really born of God; in other words, it 
is not a mere blind force governed by chance, but 
is characterized by a law, having the good of all 
for its end. This is Sacrifice, which when associa- 
ted with Prakriti, gives us the idea of God. This 
is Subhadra, the third wife of Arjuna, the sister 
of Krishna, — Prakriti or universal Nature, charac- 
terized by Sacrifice and what is good. 

Subhadra . — Subhadra (Su, bha, d, r, a) means 
“(a, sign of feminine gender) creative energy of 
(r) the Senses of Action characterized by (d) Sacri- 
fice, and (bha, ‘Venus, Water’) Prakriti character- 
ized by (su) what is good.” We have explained that 
the Sankhya system is based on the character of 
the Senses of Action (MM. II, 109); and even this 
Prakriti creates through Sacrifice and for the good 
of all. It is in this way that it is associated with 
Krishna or God. 

The Objection cf Balakama. — But here a 
question might be asked, — Can Prana, the vehicle 
of the Soul (Arjuna) associate with the Prakriti 
of the Sankhya or the physical energy of the Heart 
(Subhadra) unless a person accepts that system? 
Arjuna has not done so; on the contrary he pro- 
fesses /Saivism ( Yoga-VaLseshika-Nyaya), which 
excludes the pure Sankhya. How can he be allied 
to Subhadra, the Prakriti of the Sankhya? This 
is the objection of Balarama, who personifies 
Prana associated with the Mind, and of those who 
agree with his way of thought. 

Kbishna Explains, — The Prakriti of the pure 
Sankhya is really conceived as a blind force, guided 
by chance, and with such a Prakriti Arjuna may 
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not be allied. But when we associate the idea of 
liaw and Goodness (Sacrifice) with this Prakriti, 
we in fact transform it into the Prakriti of Ved- 
anta, — ^characterized indeed by the same physical 
energy of the Heart, but dedicated through Sacri- 
fice to God. This is what Krishr/a holds, and all 
are satisfied, and Arjuna is married to Subhadra 
in proper form. 

The Annoyance of Draupaui. — Draupadi per- 
sonifies the Sacrifice of the Mind and the Senses 
and their objects, while Subhadra is the Prakriti 
of the Sankhya, expressive of the physical energy 
of the Heart. Draupadi believes for the moment 
that Subbadra’s alliance with Arjuna is improper; 
but when she realizes that she too is characterized 
by the idea of Sacrifice, she welcomes her, and 
they all live together in j)eace. 

Subhadra as a Goit. — It is said that Subhadra 
appeared before Draupadi in the garb of a Cow- 
herd-maiden or Gopi, and the latter was pleased. 
We have explained that a Gopi personifies Prakriti 
or Nature, beloved of God (MM. IV, 65-GG); and so, 
when Draupadi realizes that Subhadra expresses 
this idea of Prakriti through Goodness and Sacri- 
fice, she is pleased and satisfied. 

65. The Birth of Abhimanyu. 

The Birth of Abhimanyu. — Now we might 
ask. What happens when Prana, the vehicle of the 
Soul (Arjuna), associates with Prakriti or the 
manifest universe? Idle reply to this depends on 
the stage of evolution whichtke Soul has attained. 
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If it has attained to pure Vedanta, and holds that 
all life is from God and all actions but unending 
Sacrifice, then his contact with Nature only draws 
him nearer to God. But if it is at a lower stage 
than pure Vcdunta, and conceives of Prakrit! as 
apart from God, his contact with Nature is a sort 
of bondage, and the Soul is then transformed into 
Egoism or Abhimrtna. Man has accepted iSfaivism 
( Yoga-Vai,9eshika-Nyaya) at this stage; and, though 
this has shown him the path to Vaishn.avism 
(Vedanta-Yoga-Vai.scshika), he has not yet under- 
stood the full implications of pure Vedanta. Hence 
the association of the Soul (Arjuna) with Prakriti 
(Subhadra) results in the birth of Egoism or 
Abhimana; and that i.s Abhimanyn, the son of 
Arjuna and Subhadra. 

Abhimanyn . — Abhimanyn is obviously a variant 
of Abhimana (Egoism), and both words are derived 
from Abhiman (MWD.p. 07). 

Abhimana or Egoism ,. — It is said that 
Abhimana or Egoism is the elemental (Adlii- 
bhata) aspect of the Soul (MBh. Santi P. XII, 
cccxiv, 12); that is to say, when the Soul 
associates itself with the elements or physical life, 
it is transformed into Abhimana or Egoism. 
According to the Sankhya, Egoism is born of 
Mahat or Buddhi {Ibid., ccciii,18; cccvii,28), the 
first manifest form of Prakrit! (MM. II, 109). 
Abhimana usually means “pride, egotism, self- 
conceit,” and connotes attachment of the Soul 
to manifest life and so it must be “slain” or 
assigned to Prakriti, of which it is born, before the 
Soul can attain to its native purity. Hence 
Abhimanyn must be “slain” in order that Arjuna 
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(Soul) should succeed. We shall see this in connec- 
tion with the Battle of Kurukshetra. 

Abhimana and Ahankara. — Abhimana and 
Ahankara are often identified, but sometimes they 
are distinguished. Abhimana always signifies self- 
consciousness of a lower order, whereas Ahankara 
or Ahamkara means “I-ness”, and is sometimes 
used to signify one’s “individuality and self- 
consciousness” without derogation. 

66. The Sons of DRAUPAni. 

The Sons of Draupadi. — When the different 
energies of Man function creatively and in a spirit 
of Sacrifice, each of them yields a result of its own. 
For instance, when the Arras function in 
obedience to the Mind, they carry things from 
place to place; when the Legs do so, they move the 
body; when the Mind does so, it thinks, and 
so on. Corresponding to this we arc told that 
Draupadi had an issue by each of the five Paw.c?ava 
brothers. 

Vrativindhya, the Son of Yudhishthira. — 
Prativindhya is the son of Yudhishthira and 
Draupad); and Prativindhya (Prati, vindh, ya) 
means “(prati) relating to (vindh or vidh) the 
honour of (ya) Buddhi” In other words, when 
Buddhi (Yudhishthira) desires anything and asso- 
ciates with the Mind in a spirit of Sacrifice 
(Draupadi), we get a proper idea of Buddhi and 
honour Buddhi (Prativindhya). 

Sutasoma, the Son of Bhima. — Sutasoma is the 
son of Bhima and Draupadi; and Sutasoma (Suta, 
soma) means “(soma) Soma or the Mind (suta) born 
or made manifest. ” Soma is identified with the 
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Moon or the Mind (MM. 1, 371, seq.), and this 
means that when the Mind (Bhima) associates 
with the Mind and acts in a spirit of Sacrifice 
(Draupadi), the result is that a correct idea of 
the functions of the Mind is born (Sutasoma). 

Satakarma . — /Satakarma is the son of Arjuna 
and Draupadi, and A'atakarma (»S’ata, karma) means 
“ (6ata) a hundred or an indefinite number of 
(karma) actions. ” The number hundred or a 
hundred thousand (lac) stands for an indefinitely 
large number (MM. I, 125, n. 2). This means 
that when Prana, the energy of Action (Arjuna) 
associates with the Mind and the Senses and 
their objects in a spirit of Sacrifice (Draupadt), 
all kinds of actions are born or performed 
(A’atakarma). 

Satanika. — S'atanjka is the son of Nakula and 
Draupadi, and (Satanika (S’ata, ani, ka) means “ka 
the body that (ani) brings (sata) a hundred things.” 
Nakula personifies Arms, and they alone can 
carry things. This means that when the Mind, 
acting in a spirit of Sacrifice (Draupadi) directs 
the Arms (Nakula), they carry all things from place 
to place (S^atanika). 

Srutasena . — jS'rutasena is the son of Sahadeva 
and Draupadi; and ^Srutasena {Sr for 6Ti, uta, seha) 
means “ (sena) the body (uta) woven with {sri, 
‘to go’) motion. ” In other words, when the 
Mind, acting in a spirit of Sacrifice (Draupadi), 
directs the Legs (Sahadeva), the result is that 
the body can move (>9rutasena). 

A Resume. — It is necessary for Man to examine 
the character and functions of the Mind; and he 
finds that when the different energies of his act 
in connection with the Mind, Prana or Breath 
is also present there (Arjuna comes into the 
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apartment of Yudhishrfiira and Draupadi). This 
renders it neeessary for him to understand the 
character of the functions of Prana or Breath 
more carefully (Arjuna goes into exile). He finds 
that Prana functions in connection with all forms 
of manifest life or Prakriti, which has three 
aspects (Arjuna marries three wives), referring 
to the character of the Senses, the Mind, and 
the physical energy of the Heart ( Ulnpi, 
Chitrangada and Subhadra). 

When Prana acts in connection with the 
Mind, Imagination is born (birth of Babhruva- 
hana); but this Imagination is more closely allied 
to the Mind than Prana (Babhruvahana stays 
with his mother). Parkriti, characterized by the 
physical energy of the Heart, refers to the 
Sankhya system; but if we associate with it the 
idea of Goodness and Sacrifice, we transform it 
into something higher (Subhadra is the sister of 
Krishna). But so long as Man has not attained 
to Vedanta, he associates with Prakriti as some- 
thing different from Purusha or God, and so his 
Soul is transformed into Egoism or Abhimana 
(Abhimanyu, the son of Arjuna and Subhadra). 

Man has understood the character of the 
different functions of Prana; and now he finds 
that when the different energies of his act in 
connection with the Mind, they yield different 
results. For instance, when Buddhi is associated 
with the Mind, and the latter acts in a spirit of 
Sacrifice, we get the idea of Buddhi (Prativin- 
dhya); when the Mind associates with the Mind 
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in the same maner, we get the idea of the Mind 
(Sutasoma); similarly, when Prana, the energy of 
Aetion, associates with the Mind, different kinds 
of action are born (tS'atakarma); and when the 
Mind directs the Arms, they carry things from 
place to place (^atanika); and when it directs 
the Legs, the body moves (*Sfrutasena). 



CHAPTER XII 


THE BURNING OF THE KH.4N/MVA FOREST 

OR 

MAN IS ESTABLISHED IM ^SAIVISM 


67. Tho Burning of tlio Kh //;.v/ava Poorest. 

A Summary. 


Man has boon establishod in <Saivism, with its 
range of thought extending from Yoga to 
Vaisoshika and Nyuya. This system excludes the 
pure Sankhya; and so, in order to be confirmed 
in Saivism, it is necessary to examine the charac- 
ter of Prakriti, on which the Sankhya is based, in 
relation to this system. (The Burning of the 
Khawdava Forest). 

7b, The Burning op the Khandava Forest. 

The Burning of the Khandava Forest. — 
Man has been established in *Saivism, and under- 
stands the idea of the Sacrifice of the Mind and 
the Senses, and the functions of vital Breath or 
Prana. He has also seen how *9aivism is a 
stepping stone to Vaishnavism; but for the 
moment he believes that the universe is created 
out of the union of Purusha and Prakriti, 
and the share of God is greater than that 
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of Prakriti. Hence he should be able to show 
that the idea of Prakriti as the chief creative 
energy of life is an erroneous one. This is the 
“burning of the Khawdava Forest.” 

Khn/nd'wa . — The word Khawdava means “of 
Khandava” (Khawda, va), signifying “(va) Pra- 
kriti as a (khar/da) continent or multitude of 
things.” The “Khandava Forest” refers, there- 
fore, to Prakriti and its multitudinous forms of 
life. 

Burning . — The word for “burning” in the text 
is Daha fda,ha) which moans “(da) giving to (ha) 
Prakriti,” that is, showing that a thing belongs 
to Prakriti and not Purusha. 

The Burning of the Khandava Forest means, 
therefore, that we “assign to Prakriti all the 
multitudes of Prakriti;” in other words, we have 
to give its proper place to Prakriti. and show that 
it is not the chief creator of life. 

The Request of Agni. — It is said that Agni 
came in the guise of a Brahmana and requested 
Arjuna to burn the Khandava Forest. Agni is 
the deity of Buddhi (MM. I, 313 seq.) and a 
Brahmana also refers to Buddhi (MM. 1,282-285); 
and so Agni appears as a Brahmana. Then 
Buddhi is also the basis of Yoga, the highest 
point of *8aivism. Arjuna is the soul of Man, 
and as he is now established in (S'aivism, Agni 
comes in the guise of a Brahmana to ask him to 
burn the Khandava Forest, or show what 
Prakriti really is. 

Ar.tuna’s Request. — The idea of Purusha or 
God corresponds to that of the individual Soul, 
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and of Praknti to that of the physical energy of 
the Heart, Thus, in order to understand aright 
the relation of Prakriti to Purusha, a person 
must know the connection between the physical 
energy of the Heart and the Soul. Now we 
see that Prana is the vehicle of the Soul, and 
it is also connected with the functions of the 
Heart. Arjuna, who personifies Prana or vital 
Breath, desires to understand the functions of 
Prana in connection with both the Soul and the 
physical energy of the Heart, to be able to ‘‘burn 
the Khandava Forest,” or explain the true 
character of Praknti in relation to Purusha. 

Gandtva and two Quivers. — He has need to 
know the form and functions of the Heart, and the 
action of the in-coming and out-going Breath. As 
the form of the Heart may be compared to a Bow 
properly strung and out-stretched, with the arrow 
placed on the bow, Arjuna asks Agni to give him 
the bow named Qandiva,, which expres.ses this idea. 
And then he desires to understand the action of the 
in-coming and out-going Breath in a sound Heart, 
and knows that so long as the Soul is seated in the 
Heart, that is, so long as a person leads a healthy 
life, this action is inexhaustible; a?id corresponding 
to this he asks Agni to give him two inexhaustible 
quivers of arrows, to enable him to “burn the 
Khandava Forest.” 

Oandiva . — The name of the bow demanded by 
Arjuna is Gandiva. (G, a, n, d, i, iva) which means 
“(iva) like (i) the Mind or Electric energy associated 
with {n-d) the physical energy of the Heart, {i) 
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leading or related to its (g) motion.” This 
means that when the Heart is in motion, its action 
is like that of electric energy. 

We have shown that the energy of the Mind is 
electric, while that of the Heart super-electric, and 
so both of them are said to be akin (M M. I, 63-64, 
n. 1). 

The conjunct consonant ti-d, as in Vandn, refers 
to the physical energy of the Heart. 

The Arrow . — The word for “arrow” in the text 
is ;9ara, which is also written as Sara (MWD. p. 
1056), a name of Vayu (MWD p. 1182). As Vayu 
in the Vedas is the deity of Pran-a or Breath 
(MM. I, 412, sej.), the two “quivers of arrows” 
refer obviously to the two kinds of Breath, the 
in-corning and out-going; and these in a sound 
Heart are inexhaustible. 

The Car and Houses of Arjuna. — Arjuna 
also wants from Agni horses of pure white and a 
car of the splendour of the Sun. The Horse in 
sacred literature is a symbol of the Senses, and the 
Car or “Ratlia” personifies the body, while the 
Sun is the deity of Buddhi. Arjuna believes that 
the Senses should be pure and spotless (white), 
and the body (ear) pervaded by Buddhi (splen- 
dour of the Sun), before a person can dive into 
his Soul and grasp its connection with the 
physical energy of the Heart, giving him the 
corresponding relation between Purusha and 
Prakriti. And so he desires to have Horses of 
pure white and a Car of the splendour of the Sun 
before he can “burn the Kha/it^ava Forest.” 

The Character of Arjuna’s Request to 
Agni.— From the character of Arjuna’s request 
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we see that a person can understand the true 
nature of Prakriti and its relation to Purusha if 
he knows the form and functions of his Heart, 
and the action of his in-coming and out-going 
Breath ; but he can know this only if his Senses 
are jiure and the whole body properly balanced 
and prevaded by Buddhi. 

Buddhi and Tapas. —The Sun is characterized 
by Heat, and that is Tapas in Sanskrit, meaning 
also austerity, etc. Thus, Buddhi, symbolized 
by the Sun, came to be associated with Tapas; 
and the idea here would be that a person can 
grasp the whole relation between Purusha and 
Prakriti if he understands the connection of his 
Soul with his Heart, and this he can do if his 
Senses are pure and he exercises his Buddhi or 
practises Tapas. 

Agni’s RE(iUEST TO Varuna. — Agui in his 
turn recpiests Varuaa to satisfy tlie demands of 
Arjuna. Vanma is the deity of Water, symbolic 
of Prakriti; and he is also the Vedic original of 
the pure Sankhya system, based on the idea that 
Prakriti is the sole creator of life (MM. II, 31, 
n, 1 ; 163). Vanma, the deity of Prakriti, may, 
therefore, be said to know all about Prakriti; and 
as we have to understand the true nature of 
Prakriti, Agni asks Varurea to comply with the 
request of Arjuna. 

Varuna’s Gift: the Bow' Gandiva. — Vanma 
gives the bow Gandiva, to Arjuna, which ex])lains 
the nature of the physical energy of the Heart 
in motion as characterized by electric energy. 
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A Creation op Brahma. — This bow is said 
to have been made by Brahma, the deity of all 
systems of thought based on Prakrit! as the chief 
creator of life; and so we might say that this 
character of the Heart is to be referred to 
Prakrit!. As the bow properly strung and stretched 
and fitted with an arrow gives us the form of the 
Heart, we are to understand that this aspect of 
the Heart is Prakritic or physical in character. It 
is the Soul that is Purushic, giving rise to a posi- 
tive current of supcr-electric energy, while the 
physical energy of the Heart is Prakritic, giving 
rise to negative super-electric energy. 

Two Inexhaustirle Quivers op Arrows. — 
Varima also gives to Arjuna two inexhaustible 
quivers of arrows, wliich refer to the in-coming 
and out-going breath as we have explained. 

The Monkey-bannered Chariot and Steeds 
OF PURE White. — Varuwa also gives the Monkey- 
bannered chariot, obtained from Soma, to which 
are yoked steeds of pure white. This means that 
Arjuna understands that the body of Man 
(Chariot) is composed of the Senses (Horses), 
Mind (Soma) and Buddhi (splendour of the Sun) ; 
and if he wishes to know himself, his Senses 
should be pure and under proper control. 

Monkey -bannered Car . — The idea of Ganrffva 
and “quivers of arrows” has already been ex- 
plained ; and w'C have shown that the Car refers 
to our body in sacred literature. 

The word for Monkey in the text is Kapi 
(Ka, p, i,) which means “(i) the Mind and (p) the 
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objects of the Senses associated with ( ka ) 
Buddhi.” The “Monkey-bannered chariot” is, 
therefore, “ the body which is associated with 
Buddhi, Mind, and the (objects of the) Senses.” 
It is in this Car or body that Prana, the vehicle 
of the Soul (Arjuna) is seated ; and it is this 
that has Krishna for its charioteer or guide. In 
other words, when Man understcands himself, — 
his body and Soul — and knows the Truth,' he 
comes to be guided by God (Krishna). 

Varuna Gives a Drsous and Club to 
Krishna. — In order to understand the true na- 
ture of Prakriti, wo have to understand its 
relation to God. Now wo have seen that the 
idea of God arises out of Sacrifice or creative, 
selfless and beneficent Action. But all Action is 
said to refer to Prakriti, and that is the very 
meaning of the word (Pra, kri, ti). From this we 
see that the idea of God arises out of Prakriti 
itself. In other words, when we associate the 
idea of Sacrifice with actions born of Prakriti, 
wo get the idea of God. 

We are told that Varuna gave a Discus or 
Chakra to Krishna as a further gift; and this 
means that the idea of God (Krishna) is asso- 
ciated with good Actions (Discus or Chakra) in 
connection with Prakriti (Varuna). 

Discus or Chakra . — The word for Discus is 
Chakra which is derived from “Kri,” meaning 
“to act” (MWD. pp. 301, 380). Chakra may, 
therefore, be said to personify Action. The 
Discus of Krishna is also called Sudar.sana 
Chakra, which means “(Sudar.<fana) good or 
beautiful (chakra) actions ;” and we have seen 
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how the idea of God is bom of Sacrifice or good 
actions. 

Vakuna Gives a Club to Krishna. — We have 
to understand the idea of God in connection with 
Prakriti and it is Sacrifice that gives us the first 
idea of God. Then we notice that it is only when 
we get to the Vai^’cshika that we have the first 
unambiguous idea of God. The Sankhya has no 
place for God, and Nyaya regards him but as a 
spectator of Prakriti or gives him at best but a 
small place in the work of life ; but the Vaiseshika 
holds that Purusha and Prakrit! are joint and 
equal or almost equal creators of the universe. 
Hence, if we understand the idea of Sacrifice and 
get to the Vaii'eshika, we may regard ourselves as 
having a stable foundation for the idea of God. 
This is expressed by the Club or Gada given by 
Varuwa to Krish^ia. 

Club or Gada . — The word for Club in the text 
is Gada (Ga, d, a) which means “(a) leading to 
or associated with (d) the Sacrifice of (ga) the 
Senses of Knowledge.” As we ri&e from a lower 
to a higher system by means of Sacrifice, the 
“Sacrifice of the Senses of Knowledge” leads to 
the next higher energy, viz., the Mind, on which 
the Vakeshika is based ; and that is the centre of 
the (S^aiva system of religion (Yoga-Vaiseshika- 
Nyaya). 

Experts in Club- Fighting— As we have seen, 
Balarama, Bhima, and Duryodhana all refer to 
the Mind; and, as it is the “Sacrifice of the Senses 
of Knowledge” that leads to the Mind, all of 
them are spoken of as experts in fighting with the 
Mace or Gada. 
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The Burning of the Forest. — Man is now 
properly equipped to understand the true charac- 
ter of Prakriti in relation to Purusha, and so he 
is ready to “burn” the Khawdava Forest. 

Indra sends his Rain. — In this connection 
Man has to understand that Prakriti acts indeed, 
but through the action of God. Indeed, we 
have seen that the idea of God is Prakriti plus 
Sacrifice ; and if we associate Sacrifice with Pra- 
kriti it ceases to be Prakriti and is transformed 
into God. Thus, if we believe that it is God who 
makes Prakriti, we cannot distinguish Prakriti 
from God, for then Prakriti is associated with 
Sacrifice and the two arc identified. Correspond- 
ing to this we are told that Indra sent down his 
rain (Water or Prakriti), and Arjuna was unable 
to “burn” the Khandava Foi’est. Indra is the 
deity of Buddhi, identified for practical purposes 
with the Soul. He personifies, therefore, qualified 
Monism or Visishiadvaita, according to which 
Prakriti is but a spectator of the work of God. 
He sends down his rain (own idea of Prakriti, for 
rain or Water symbolizes Prakriti), and Arjuna is 
unable to “burn” the Khaadava Forest, — for then 
he connot assign any functions to Prakriti as 
such and distinguish it from Purusha or God. 

Arjuna stops Indra’s Rain. — But this idea of 
Prakriti belongs to qualified Monism or Vkishto- 
dvaita, and is quite different to that of Prakriti in 
the Sankhya. In order to distinguish between 
them, we must not allow the Indra-idea of Pra- 
kriti (Indra’s rain) to bo mixed up with ( to fall 



Chap. XII. THE BURNING OF THE KHANDAVA FOREST 205 


on ) the Sankhya idea of Prakriti (Kh^ntZava 
Forest), and so Arjuna must stop Indra’s rain 
(Indra-idea of Prakrit!) before he can “burn” the 
Khandava Forest. And when he succeeds in do- 
ing so, the Forest is “burnt.” 

The Survivors of the Forest. — After we 
have assigned Prakriti of the Sankhya to its pro- 
per place, we should know if there is anything of 
value in this system that deserves to survive. In 
this connection we have pointed out that the 
whole idea of Buddhism and Jainism is based on 
the idea of Prakriti as the chief creator of life ; 
and these systems have a permanent j^lace in the 
ancient schemes of thought. Whatever happens, 
tiicy must not be allowed to die, for they consti- 
tute the foundation of all higher systems. These 
systems correspond to Sankhya-Nyaya-Vai.ycshika, 
or the Senses of Action, Senses of Knowledge, and 
the Mind; and these three must survive. Corres- 
ponding to these we have Asvasena, Maya, and 
tlie four (S'arngakas, said to have been saved out 
of the burning Forest. 

Asvasena. — Ai’vasciia ( A6va, sena ) means 
“(sena) the body of (asva. Horse, a symbol of the. 
Senses of Action) the Senses of Action.” Asva- 
sena personifies, therefore, the Senses of Action 
or the pure Sankhya system. 

Maya . — Maya (ma, ya) means “(ya) ho who is 
(ma) the Senses of Knowledge.” He refers, there- 
fore., to the Nyaya system based on the Senses of 
Knowledge. 

Sarngaka. — S^arngaka (Sfrtrnga,ka) means “(ka) 
the body of /Sarnga;” and S'arnga is derived 
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from /Sringa (MWD. p. 1066), meaning “the rising 
of Desire” (MWD. p. 1087); and we have seen that 
Desire refers to the Mind (MM. I, 281, n. 7). Sarn- 
gaka means, therefore, “the body of Desire or 
the Mind,” on which the Vai<seshika system is 
based. 

A Resume. — Man has been established in 
A^aivisra, or Yoga-Vaiseshika-Nyaya, which ex- 
cludes the pure Sankhya ; and, in order to under- 
stand the character of this system, he should be 
able to distinguish it from the Sankhya or the idea 
of Prakriti as the supreme creator of life 
( Arjuna has to burn the Khaadava Forest). 
The character of Prakriti corresponds to 
the physical energy of the Heart; and Man can 
grasp the nature of Prakriti if he understands 
the form and functions of his own Heart 
(Arjuna asks for the bow Gandiva,). In addi- 
tion to this he must know the functions of his 
Breath or Frcma, which, by means of its in-coming 
and out-going flow, keeps the Heart alive (Arjuna 
requires two inexhaustible quivers of arrows). 
Then, as Prana is also the vehicle of the 
Soul, he will be able to know the true relation 
subsisting between Prakriti and the Soul. 
Before, however, he is able to achieve his end, 
he must know the connection between the body 
and the Soul, — the body which consists of Buddhi, 
Mind, and the Senses and their objects ( Arjuna 
gets the Monkey-bannered Car); and he must 
purify his Senses to understand the idea of Sacri- 
fice by means of which alone he can rise to the 
conception of Purusha or God (Arjuna has white 
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Horses). Then he must grasp the idea of Purusha 
or God, who acts in this world of life, and whose 
idea arises out of Sacrifice (Varuwa gives the 
Discus and Mace to Krishna). After this he should 
be able to distinguish between the Vedr/nta and 
Saidchya ideas of Prakriti. According to the 
former it is God who makes Prakriti (Indra sends 
his rain) ; and he must not allow this idea to be 
mixed up with that of the Sankhya, which has no 
place for God in its scheme (Arjuna stops Indra’s 
rain). It is only when he succeeds in all this that 
he can distinguish the true character of Prakriti 
of the Sankhya and understand its relation to the 
*Saiva sj^stem of religion ( Arjuna burns the 
Khan(iava Forest). But there are eortain ideas in 
the system of thought based on the conception of 
Prakriti as the chief creator of life which must not 
be allowed to perish. The Sankhya, Nyaya, Vai.se- 
shika, on which Buddhism and Jainism arc based, 
hold that Prakriti is the chief creator of life, 
and they correspond to the character of the Senses 
of Action, of Knowledge, and the Mind. We must 
not allow these to die, for it is by their means 
that we can rise to higher systems of thought 
(A.svasena, Maya, and /Sarngakas survive). 
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CHAPTER XIIT 


THE ASSEMBLY HALL OF YUDHTSHTHIRA 


OR 


A PICTURE OF .SATVTSM 

68. Tho Assembly Hall of Yiiclhish'hira. 60. The Visit of N rrarln. 
70- Tho Arrival of K/ish//a. 71. Tho Death of Jarjsaridlia. 72. 
The Kajas//ya Sacrifice. 73. Tho Arghya. 7 1. .‘'i* nprrla. 7.'). The 

Threat of Sahadova. . 76. The J)eath of .Si.vnpda. 7 7. Tho f^^nd of 

tho Sacrifice. 

A Summary. 

Man has been established in /Saivism (Yocfa- 
Vaiseshika-Nyaya) believing, in tho light of Buddhi, 
the highest energy of this system, that God is the 
chief creator of life and Prakriti has but a small 
share in the work. He wishes now so to eonstrnet 
his scheme that every one might be able to under- 
stand it. (The Sabhu or Assembly Hall of 
Yudhishditra). 

He realizes that we rise to *9aivism through 
Buddhism, and the latter system is based on Nyuya 
and Vai.scshika. He must, therefore, construct his 
scheme on Nyaya and Vai.seshika and then pass on 
to Yoga; and this will give him the whole range 
of /Saivism. (Maya constructs the Assembly Hall 
and brings his materials from Mainuka mountain). 


208 
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/Saivism is based on the idea of God as a creator 
of tlie universe, and the idea of God is born out of 
Sacrifice, and the lowest kind of Sacrifice is that 
of the Senses. (Narada’s Visit). 

But above the Senses is the Mind, and the 
Sacrifice of the Mind enables a person to rise to 
Buddhi. Man is established in Shaivism, whose 
range of thought extends from the Senses of 
Knowledge to the Mind and Buddhi. Man believes, 
therefore, that he has grasped the idea of the 
Sacrifice of the Mind. (Narada advises 
Yudhishdiira to })crform the Rajaswya Sacrifice). 

Buddhi, the basis of Yoga, is the highest point 
of /Saivism, and in the light of it Man holds that 
God is the chief creator of life, and Prakriti has 
but a small share in the work. Further, when he 
reaches this stage of thought in (Saivism, he enters 
into Vaislinavism too. (The Arrival of Krish/ia). 

Although we rise to S’aivism from Buddhism, 
and tlic latter system is included in the former, 
there are fundamental points of difference between 
them. Buddhism holds that the chief creator of 
life is Prakriti, while the fundamental idea of 
*9aivism is that God and Nature are joint creators 
of life, and, in its Yoga aspect, /Saivism holds that 
God is the chief creator of the universe. Thus, if 
Man is established in (Saivism, he should be able to 
distinguish this system from Buddhism, and show 
that the latter is based on the idea of Prakriti as 
the chief creator of life. (The Death of 
Jarasandha). 
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After this Man can explain the full scope and 
character of (Shaivism. In other words, he is 
comijetcnt to perform the Sacrifice of the Mind by 
means of which we rise to Buddhi, the highest 
point of this system (Yudhishdiira performs the 
Rajasi^ya Sacrifice). 

iSaivism leads to Vaishnavism, and in its 
Buddhi aspect, — the highest range of this system — 
it holds that God is the chief creator of the 
universe. The highest mark of honour in this 
system must, therefore, be paid to God, — the God 
of Vaishnavism to which this system leads. (The 
Arghya). 

(Saivism has little in common with Jainism, 
whose Digarnbara school is based on the pure 
Sankhya, which is atheistic in character and 
entirely outside the range of /Shaivism. Its 
^'vetambara school, based on Nyaya, is agnostic in 
character, and has little to do with the Nyaya 
aspect of *S'aivism ( Yoga-Vaiseshika-Nyaya), for 
the Nyaya of Jainism holds that God, if he exists, 
is a mere spectator of Prakriti’s work, whereas in 
the Nyaya of /^aivism he has a small place in 
it, though less than that of Prakriti. Thus 
we might say that Jainism is hostile to the very 
idea of God as a creator of the universe. (i9i6upala) 

But if we grasj) the basic idea of »S^aivism, there 
is no chance of its confusion with Jainism. (The 
threat of Sahadeva). 

However, it is easy to show that in every act 
of Goodness or Sacrifice there is the idea of God as 
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a creator of life; and this is enough to put an end 
to the Jaina idea regarding the denial of God. (The 
Death of *Sfisupala). 

When Man has understood all this, he may be 
said to be duly e.«tablished in »Sfa,ivism. (The End 
of the Sacrifice). 

08 . The Assembly Hall of YnomsHTHiRA. 

The Assembly Hall of Yudhtshthiea. — Man 
has been established in Shaivism and desires to see 
a picture of this system in visual form. This is the 
Assembly Hall of Yudhishdiira built by Maya at 
the bidding of Krishaa. 

Yushishthira as Kino. — Man has attained to 
(Saivism, and Buddhi is the highest point of this 
system. This is personified by Yudhish/hira, and 
so he is the king of the Pawdavas. 

Maya Constructs the Hall.— The range of 
<Saivism extends from Nyaya to the Vakeshika and 
Yoga. We have always to begin at the bottom of 
the scale, and that is Nyoya. Further, Nyaya 
corresponds to the character of the Senses of 
Knowledge; and it is necessary to explain Shaivism 
in the light of evidence which would appeal to the 
Senses of Knowledge. That is Pratyaksha 
Praraaaa, the simplest and the most satisfactory 
form of evidence. As Maya personifies Nyaya, he 
is required to construct this House of iSaivism or 
the Assembly Hall for Yudhishihira. 

Sabha or Assembly Hall . — We have explained 
that the House of Lac is a structure of Jaina 
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system of thought. In the same manner tlic 
Assembly Hall of Yudhish/hira is a structure of 
/Saiva system. As we shall see, Dhntarash«ra too 
builds his own Assembly Hall, and that is a 
structure of Buddhism and Jainism. In this way 
we get “buildings” of all systems of thought. In 
other words, as we plan, found, and erect buildings, 
so we can in regard to systems of thought, — draw 
their outlines, fix their foundations, and construct 
them complete in each part. 

Sabha . — The word for Assembly Hall in the 
text is Sabha (Sa,bh,a) which means “(a) leading 
to or associated with (bh) Prakriti and (sa) God.” 
In other words, we have to see the true relation of 
Purusha and Prakriti in the light of different 
systems of thought, and that is a Sabha. 

The Material.s of Maya. - -A’aivism is 
essentially based on the character of the Mind, 
according to which we hold that all life is created 
out of the union of the male and the female. The 
Vakeshika is the centre of its range of thought — 
Yoga-Vaiseshika-Nyaya— and this system is based 
on the character of the Mind. Thus, in order to 
construct the jS'aiva system of thougl't, we must 
begin with Nyaya, then understand the character 
of the Vaiseshika, based on the Mind, and finally 
get on to Yoga based on Buddhi. Now Maya 
refers to Nyaya, and he goes to Mainaka mountain, 
— the abode of the Mind — to bring necessary 
materials for the construction of the Hall. 

Mainaka . — The word Mainaka is derived from 
Mena (MWD. p.834), and Mena (M, e, n, a) means 
“(a, sign of feminine gender, Woman being regarded 
as an instrument of creation) creative energy of 
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(n) the Senses of Knowledge (e) associated with 
(m) the Mind.” 

Thus it is in the light of the character of the 
Mind associated with the Senses of Knowledge, or 
Vai.9c.shika-Nyaya that we can build the structure 
(Assembly Hall) of the /Saiva system. Vaisesliika- 
Nyaya is also the basis of Buddhism; and this 
implies that we can pass on from Buddliism to 
/Saivism. This has already been explained. 

Yudhishthira Enters the Hall. — As Man 
has been established in iS^aivism, Yudhishthira 
enters the fabric of this system (Assembly Hall) 
along with his brothers. 

69. The Visit of Narada. 

The Visit of Narada. — *S^aivism is based 
fundamentally on the character of the Mind, and 
we have seen that we rise to the Mind by means of 
the Sacritice of the Senses of Knowledge and 
Action. Narada personifies this Sacrifice of the 
Senses, and so he comes to the Assembly Hall of 
Yudhishthira or the structure of ^Slaivism 

Narada’s Description of other Halls. — But 
the Mind is a meeting place of all principal systems 
of thought and their corresponding s^'^sbems of 
religion; and so Narada describes to Yudhishthira 
all correlated systems of thought bearing on the 
character of the Mind, or the idea of the union of 
Purusha and Prakriti in the creation of life. These 
are the Assembly Halls of Indra, Brahma, Yam a, 
Varuwa, and Kuvera, described by Narada. 

Narada . — Narada (N,a,ra,da) means “(da) the 
Sacrifice of (ra) the Senses of Action (a) associated 
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with (n) the Senses of Knowledge.” As the 
Sacrifice of the Senses leads to the Mind, Narada 
refers to the idea of the Mind. 

The Hall of Indra. — Indra is the deity of 
Buddhi, and so his Assembly Hall would be a 
picture of the Yoga system of thought based on 
the character of Buddhi. 

The Hall of Brahma. — Brahma is the deity of 
Buddhism and Jainism, and it is these systems 
that his Hall would represent. 

The Hall of Yama. — Yama. (Ya,iria) means 
“(ya) he who personifies (ma) the Senses of Know- 
ledge, the basis of Nyaya.” His Hall is thus a 
structure of Nyaya. 

The Hall of Kuvera. — Kuvera, like Rudra and 
Soma, is said to he the rider of the northern region 
(MWD.p. 291); and so, like them (MM. I, 372, 
389), would refer to the energy of the Mind, the 
basis of the Vais'eshika. His Hall is, therefore, a 
picture of this system. 

Kuvera is said to be a king of Yakshas, who 
refer to the Senses of Knowledge (MM. 1, 337, n 5); 
and so we might say that the Mind (Kuvera) rules 
over the Senses of Knowledge (Yakshas). 

The Hall of Varuna. — Vanina is tlie Vedio 
original of the Sankhya system of thought, and so 
his Hall would personify that system. 

As each of these systems refers to the relation 
of Purusha and Prakriti, Narada is a fit person to 
describe all these Assembly Halls of the gods. 

The Ra.tasuya Sacrifice. — We have explained 
that we attain to Buddhi, the highest energy of 
/S^aivi.sm, through the Sacrifice of the Mind ; and 
that is the Rajasnya Sacrifice, the Sacrifice of 
Rajas, the Guna or (piality of the Mind. As Map 
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has been established in /Shaivism, Narada advises 
that YudhislUhira should perforin this Sacrifice. 

Rajasuya . — The word Rajaswya means “of 
Rajasiiya and Rajaswya (Rajas, u, ya) means 
“(ya) that which (u) is woven with (Rajas) Rajas.” 
We have shown thatSattva is the Guwa or attribute 
of Buddhi, Rajas of the Mind, and Tamas of the 
Senses (MM. I. 02). The Rajasaya Sacrifice means, 
therefore, “the Sacrifice of the Mind,” and it is 
this that leads to the idea of Buddhi. 

70. Trio Arrival of Krishna. 

The Anxiety of Yudhishthira. — Yudhi- 
shfhira personifies Buddhi, and, as Man has under- 
stood its character as the highest energy of 
Saivism. he is anxious to perform the Rajasaya 
Sacrifice, wliich leads to Buddhi. 

The Arrivai. of Krishna.— But God is con- 
ceived as the chief creator of life in the light of 
Buddhi as the highest point of S'aivism, and this is 
a stepping stone to Vaishnavism too. Hence, if 
we understand the character of Buddhi aright, we 
must accept the direction and guidance of God. 
And so Yudhishdiira thinks of Krishria and the 
latter comes at once to him. 

Krishna’.s Opinion. — As Man has bcieu estab- 
lished in Shaivism, Krishiia is of the opinion that 
Yudhishdiira has grasped the idea of Buddhi, 
and so is fit to perform the Rajasaya Sacrifice. 

Jarasandha must be Slain. — But xSaivism 
(Yoga-Vai-s’cshika-Nyaya) needs to be distinguished 
from Buddhism and Jainism, which arc based on 
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the ide<a of Prakriti as the chief creator of life ; and 
Man may be said to have understood ^Saivism only 
if he can grasp the essential difference between 
this system and Buddhism and Jainism. Hence 
Krishna advises that Jarasandha (who personifies 
Buddhism and Jainism) should be “slain” before 
the Sacrifice is perfomed. 

71 . The Death oii’ Jarasandha. 

The Death op Jarasandha.— Jarasandha per- 
sonifies Buddhism and Jainism, based on the idea 
that Prakriti is the chief creator of life. We have 
seen that Death means “assigning to Prakriti,” or 
showing that a person or a thing refers to or is 
based on the idea of Prakriti and not Purusha. 

The death of Jarasandha implies, therefore, 
that Man has understood the true ciharaeter of 
Buddhism and Jainism (Jarasandha) as based on 
Prakriti ; and it is only then that he can be estab- 
lished in /Shaivism. 

Jarasandha . — Jarasandha ( Ja, ra, sam, dha ) 
means “ (dha) the Mind (sain) united with (ra 
or ra) the Senses of Action (ja) made manifest or 
born. ” Thus we get the relation of the Mind 
with the Senses of Action, which include the 
Senses of Knowledge; and this gives us the whole 
range of Buddhism and Jainism, which Jarasandha 
personifies. 

The Father-in-law of Kama . — Jarasandha is 
said to be the father-in-law of Kansa, the mater- 
nal uncle of Krislma. Kansa or Karnsa (Kam, 
sa) really means “(Kam for ka as in the Vedas) 
what is (sa) God? ” Karnsa is, therefore, an 
agnostic, who does not know what God is, and 
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SO he may be said to be a Jaina of the <Svetom- 
bara school or a Buddhist of tjie 
school. We have seen that the birth of jtrisliJJft 
in the house of Vasudeva implies that the peoplp 
had accepted Buddhism and Jainism. As these 
systems are based on Prakriti, Krishna or God had 
to show their true character and so to ‘*day” 
Kamsa. 

Sisupala as Commander-in-chief of Jarasandha. 
/Sfi.vupala is said to be the Commander-in-chief of 
Jarosandha ; and /Sisupala personifies the two 
schools of Jainism. His command signifies that the 
Jaina idea of Prakriti (/Sisupala) co^^Ina})4^ 9f 
dominates the whole range of thought of Buddhism 
and Jainism (Jarasandha), for these systems are 
based on the idea that Prakriti is the chief creator 
of life. 

Sisupala. — /Sisupala (/Sisu, p, a, la) means ‘\(la') 
the ten Senses (a) associated with (p) their objects 
and (sisu) personified as a Child.” ^fisupala is thus 
a Child or personification of Sankhya-Nyaya or 
Jainism based on the character of the ten Senses 
of Knowledge and Action. 

Krishna Slays Sisupala . — We shall see in Hus 
course of these pages that Kri.shwa slays /Sisupala 
in the Rajaswya Sacrifice. Xhis means that God 
(Krishna) assigns Jainism (/Sisupala) to its proper 
place in Prakriti (slays); and it is only when (this 
is done that we can grasp the full character qf 
/Shaivism, having Buddhi for its highest range, to 
which we can attain only through the Sacrifice of 
the Mind (Rajasaya Sacrifice). 

Jarasanda Worships Mahadeva. — Jarasan.dha 
personifies Buddhism, which is included in yS^aivism, 
though the two can be distinguished too. Hence 
we are told that Jarasandha worshipped /Siva or 
Mahadeva. 
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The Fight between Jarasandha and Bhima. 
As Jarasandha personifies Buddhism and Jainism, 
the highest range of whose thought extends to the 
Vaiseshika, based on the Mind, he can “fight” or 
argue at his best in the light of the Mind ; and so 
he chooses to fight with Bh?'ma, who personifies 
the Mind of Man. 

Bhima is Supported by Krishna and Arjuna 
AND Overthrows Jarasandha. — But Man has 
passed beyond Buddhism and Jainism, and is 
established in ;Saivism. He understands the con- 
nection between Mind and Buddhi, the highest 
energy of this system; he has grasped the charac- 
ter of Prana as the vehicle of the Soul (Arjuna); 
and he has had a glimpse of the Vaishnava idea of 
God as the sole supreme creator of the universe 
(Krishna). And so Bhima is said to have been 
accompanied by Arjuna (Prana or Soul) and 
Krishna (God) in his expedition to the kingdom of 
Jarasandha, and succeeds in overcoming him after 
a long and difficult combat (argument). 

Sahadeva succeeds Jarasandha. — We are 
told that after Jarasandha his son Sahadeva was 
placed on the throne of his father. This was done 
by Jarasandha himself before he engaged in the 
combat with Bhima, and the arrangement was 
confirmed by Krishna after his death. This, as 
we might expect, is intended to express the con- 
nection between Buddhism and /Shaivism. We have 
shown that the Buddhist idea of the Vaiseshika, 
based on the Mind, corresponds to the Nyaya of 
/Saivism, based on the Senses of Knowledge; and so 
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if a Buddhist desires a point of contact with 
iS'aivism, he must accept the Nyaya point of view 
of the latter. That is Sahadcva, who personifies 
Nyaya, and succeeds his father ; and he is accept- 
able to both parties as a proper connecting link 
between the two systems. 

Sahadeva. — Sahadeva, as one of the five Pawdava 
brothers, personifies the Legs of Man. But the 
literal meaning of the word Sahadeva (Saha, 
deva) is “(Saha) with (deva) deva;” and the word 
Deva is derived from “div” (M Wl). p. 492) which 
is cognate with Dyu (MWI). 487), who is the 
Vedic original of the Nyaya system of thought 
(MM. II, pp. 70,194). Sahadeva may therefore be 
said to personify the Nyaya system of thought. 

72. The Rajasuya Sacrifice. 

The Rajasuya Sacrifice — The Rajasuya 
Sacrifice is the Sacrifice of the Mind, by means of 
which we rise to an apprehension of Buddhi, the 
highest energy of ♦S'aivism, enabling us to pass 
from this system into Vaishnavism. Yudhishihira, 
who is Buddhi in Man, is, therefore, anxious to 
perform this Sacrifice, and Krishna the God of 
Vaishnavism, comes to take part in it. 

The Part of Sahadeva. — Sahadeva personifies 
the Legs of Man; but he also refers to the Nyaya 
system of thought, which is the lowest point of 
/Saivism (Yoga-Vaiseshika-Nyaya), by means of 
which we can grasp the character of this system. 
Hence Sahadeva, the last of the Pandava brothers, 
is appointed to make arrangements for the Sacrifice, 
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TRE ItAtJRAVAS TAKE PART IN THE SACRIFICE.— 

Thfe feaiiraYas are Buddhists, and Buddhism is 
itldlilded in »9aivism; and so they have a plaee in 
the Assembly Hall of Yudhishdiira and can take 
fihtt in the Sacrifice. 

Krishna Washes the Feet of Brahmanas. — 
The idea of God is born in each act of Sacrifice and 
Service is one of the most important of such acts, 
tfideed, Bhakti or devotion to God is such an 
act of service or Sacrifice. Krishna, chooses, there- 
fore, to play the roll of a Servant, — of those 
Worthy of service — in this Sacrifice. The 
Brahttlaftas are those who are characterized by 
Buddhi, the highest point of *9aivism, giving us 
qualified Monism of God; and so Krishna, the 
supreme creator of the universe, is said to serve 
the Brahmanas in this Sacrifice. 

73. The Arghya. 

The Arohya. — Man is established in <S'aivism 
andj ih the light of Buddhi, the highest range of 
this system, proclaims that God is the chief 
fereAtor of the universe; and so God must be 
honoured above every one else in this Sacrifice. 
Again, when we reach the Buddhi point of 
)!^iyiShi, we pass into the region of Vaishnavism; 
ahd ao the (^od to be worshipped is Krishna, the 
ebippletfe itiearhatioh of Vishnu. Hence he who 
hhdetstatide the basic idea of (Saivism, can decide 
that the Arghya or the highest mark of respect 
ehttlltd be offered to Krishna in this Sacrifice. That 
is BhfshhAa, who personifies Nyaya in all its 
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aspects, ^ — not ohly as the centre of Buddhism and 
Jainism (Sankhya-Nyaya-Vaiseshika), but as the 
lower limit of *9aivism (Yoga-Vaiseshika-Nyaya) 
too. He understands the implications of all these 
systems, and hi.s decision is likely to be accepted 
by all. 


74. SlSUPALA. 

SisupALA Reviles Krishna. — But, while 
Buddhism has a certain place for God, Jainism has 
little to do with him. Its Digambara school, cor- 
responding to the pure Sankhya, has no place 
for him in its scheme, while its *9vetambara school 
holds that he is but a spectator of the work of 
Braknti. A Jaina, therefore, cannot agree that 
the Arghya should be offered to Krishna or God. 
That is tSisupala, who personifies Jainism, and so 
he reviles Krishna in the presence of all. 

Bhishma Rebukes Sisupala. — But Bhishma 
rebukes him, reminding him that, by the very 
nature of the idea expressed by Kri.shna, he must 
be regarded as the sole supreme creator of the 
universe, including the unmanifest, primeval 
Prakriti; and that all forms of life, together with 
the four orders of created beings, are established 
in him. Hence Krishna should be given the fore- 
most place in the Rajasnya Sacrifice, intended to 
honour God as the chief creator of the universe. 

Four Orders of Creatures . — The four ordets of 
creatures are said to be the viviparous, the 
oviparous, trees or the Vegetable Kingdom, 
and germs born of the element Ejarth 
134 ,n.l). 
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75 . The Threat of Sahadeva. 

The Threat of Sahadeva. — W e have shown 
that he who knows the implications of the Nyaya 
system (Bhishma) understands the circumstances 
in which God may be regarded with supreme 
honour in a Sacrifice. Sahadeva also personifies 
Nyaya, and he offers to discuss this system with 
any one who disagrees with the proposal that 
God (Krishna) should be honoured above every one 
else in this Sacrifice. As Sahadeva also personifies 
the Legs or the feet of Man, he is said to have 
shown his “foot” to all, and no one in that 
assembly uttered a. word; for they understood that 
he was prepared to discuss the question in the 
light of Nyaya. This is the idea of the supposed 
threat of Sahadeva. 

76 . The Death of Sisufala. 

The Death of Sisupala. — But Jainism has 
no real place for God in its scheme, and so /S'i-supala 
continues to revile Krishna, and challenges him to 
discuss (fight) the question of the ver}' existence of 
God. Krishna points out that whenever a good 
action is performed, there we have the idea of God. 
That is Sacrifice, in which God himself is present 
and acts. This finishes AS'i.supala, for he personifies 
the two schools of Jainism, and the ^Svetambara 
school admits the necessity of performing action as 
a Sacrifice. And so we are told that Krishna threw 
his Discus,— Sudar.sana Chakra, an emblem of good 
actions or Sacrifice, — and “slew” iS^fsupala. 

Sisupala and Krishna. — But God ( Krishna ) 
H,s the sole supreme creator of the universe, is also 
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the creator of Prakriti on which Jainism is based. 
Prakriti is, therefore, said to enter into him when 
the time of dissolution arrives. Even so iS'isupala, 
“the Child of Jainism or a Prakritic system of 
thought,” must enter into Krishna at death. And 
so we are told that when /Sisupala fell, a great 
effulgence arose out of him, and, after adoring 
Krishna, entered the body of the lord of the three 
worlds. 


77. The End of the Sacrifice. 

The End of the Sacrifice. — After the “over- 
throw” of Buddhism (Jarasandha) and Jainism 
(/STsupala) it is easy to pass into iSaivism ; and so 
the remaining ceremonies of the Rctjasnya Sacrifice 
are easily completed and it comes to an end. 

Krishna retires to Dvaraka. — When the 
Sacrifice is ended wo understand that the founda- 
tion of the idea of God lies in the Sacrifice of the 
Senses; and so Krishna (God) retires to Dvaraka 
(Sacrifice of the Senses) with the permission of 
Yudhish/hira. 

A Resume. — Man has been established in 
/Saivism believing, in the light of Buddhi, the 
highest point of this system, that God is the chief 
creator of life and Prakriti has but a small share in 
the work. He now wishes to see a complete struc- 
ture of this system (the Assembly Hall of Yudhi- 
shfhira). He realizes that Nyaya is the foundation 
of this system and Vaiseshika its centre (Maya 
constructs the Hall and brings necessary materials 
for it from the Mainaka mountain); and its idea 
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of God as chief creator is based on Sacrifice. But 
the basis of all Sacrifice is the Sacrifice of the 
Senses (Narada’s visit); and it gives us different 
ideas of God according to different measures of 
Sacrifice (the Assembly Halls of different gods). 
As Man is established in /Saivism, with Buddhi for 
its highest point of thought, he should be able to 
explain the nature of the Sacrifice of the Mind 
(Rajasaya Sacrifice), by means of which we rise 
to Buddhi. When, however, we rise to the highest 
point of S'aivism, we enter the range of Vaishnav- 
jsm (the visit of Krishna). On the other hand a 
person cannot be said to have been established in 
S'aivism unless he is able to distinguish this system 
from Buddhism and Jainism ( the death of Jara- 
sandha ). When, however, he is able to show the 
fundamental difference between them, viz., that the 
latter systems are based on the idea of Prakrit! as 
the chief creator of life, he may be said to have 
grasped the idea of Sacrifice in iSaivism (Yudhi- 
shfhira performs the Rajasaya Sacrifice). 

Though Buddhism and *S'aivism have to be 
distinguished, there is something in common be- 
tween them (the Kauravas take part in the Sac- 
rifice), and the Nyaya of <Saivism and the Vaise- 
shika of Buddhism are almost the same. In 
other words, the Buddhists regard the Mind, the 
basis of the Vai.seshika, as one of the Senses of 
Knowledge (the basis of Nyaya) — as a sixth Sense. 
In this connection it is necessary to remember that 
Buddhi is the highest point of iS'aivism, and God is 
regarded as the chief creator of life in this system 
(Krishna washes the feet of Bruhmanas). Then, as 
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God is the chief creator in this system, the highest 
mark of respect in ^^aivism should be offered to 
God (offer of Arghya to Krishwa). But Jainism 
cannot easily agree to this. It is either atheistic 
or agnostic of God, and so challenges the very 
basis of his existence ( <S’is-upala reviles and 
challenges Krishm). But it is not difficult to 
show the error of Jainism, and to point out that in 
every good action performed there is the essence of 
the existence of God (Krishna slays #Sisupala). 
Indeed, God creates the whole universe, including 
those who revile him and believe in Prakriti rather 
than him, and such people too come unto God their 
creator (the essence of ^SBupala enters into 
Krislma). After Man has grasped the true charac- 
ter of Buddhism and Jainism, and distinguished 
them from ^S'aivism, he may be said to have been 
established in the latter system (the end of the 
Sacrifice). 



CHAPTER XIV 


THE ASSEMBLY HALL OF THE KAURAVAS 

OR 

A PICTURE OF BUDDHISM AND JAINISM 

78. The Chagrin of Duryodhana. 79. Tno Proposal of .S’akiini. 
80. The Assembly Hall of the Kaiiravas. 81. The Commission of 

Vidura. 

A Summary. 

Man has been established in Naivism or Yoga- 
Vaiaeshika- Nyaya, and this arouses the jealousy 
of Buddhists and Jainas, or those who believe in 
Nyaya-Vaiaeshika and Sankhya-Nyaya. (The 
Chagrin of Duryodhana). 

But Buddhism is really a part of Shaivism, and 
so it cannot show open hostility to the latter. The 
position of Jainism, on the other hand, is 
different. Its pure Sankhya aspect or the 
Digambara school is entirely outside the range of 
S'aivism, and it holds that there is no place for 
God in the scheme of things. Assuming that the 
idea of God is at first excluded from all manifest 
life, can Man prove that not only God exists but 
is the chief creator of life? Man claims to have 
risen from Jainism to ^Saivism, or from pure Sankhya 
to Yoga, and to have understood the philosophy , of 
life in the light of Buddhi or Reason, the basis of 
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the Yoga system of thought. Let his Buddhi 
(Yudhish^hira) now explain how this can bo done. 
(The Proposal of <Sakuni) 

The Buddhists and Jainas combined then draw 
a picture of their system of thought (the Assembly 
Hall of the Kauravas), and call upon Man to 
examine it and to hold a debate, — demanding 
such proof as the Senses can accept as valid. (The 
Cl ambling Match). 

This is a debate between the Yoga system, 
based on Buddhi, on the one hand, and Sankhya- 
Nyaya or Jainism, based on the Senses of Know- 
ledge and Action, on the other. The connecting 
link between them is the Mind. (The Mission of 
Vidura), 

Man is at first reluctant to enter into a discus- 
sion on the terms proposed. But he does not know 
how to refuse, and preparations for a great debate 
are made. (Yudhishihira agrees). 

78 . The Chagrin of Ditryodhana. 

The Chagrin of Duryodhana. — Man 
(Pandavas) has been established in /Saivism (Yoga- 
Vaiseshika-Nyaya), while his opponents (Kauravas) 
adhere to Buddhism (Vaiseshika-Nyaya). 
Buddhism is included in /Saivism, but it is also a 
separate system of thought, and cannot easily 
acquiesce in the triumph of the latter celebrated 
in the Rajasiiya Sacrifice. Hence Duryodhana, who 
personifies Buddhism, is filled with sorrow and 
shame at the sight of the Assembly Hall of 
Yildhishihira (a structure of /Sfaivism). 
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79. The Proposal of Sakuni. 

The Proposal of Sakuni. — iSakuni personifies 
Jainism or Sankhya-Nyaya, and so is even more 
hostile to ^Saivism than Duryodhana. Buddhism is 
closely allied to /Saivism, but the Digambara aspect 
of Jainism, based on the pure Sankhya, is entirely 
outside the range of >Saivism (Yoga-Vai-scshika- 
Nyaya). Hence /iSakuni believes that if he takes 
his stand on the pure Sankhya, he can easily dis- 
lodge Man established in iS'aivism. In other words, 
if he assumes that there is no place for God in the 
scheme of life, and calls upon Man to prove his 
position that God is the chief creator of the 
universe, — he believes that Man will not be able 
to succeed. 

The Gambling Match. — Man is born in 
Jainism and claims to have been established in 
/Shaivism, and chosen this faith in the light of 
Buddhi or Reason, the basis of Yoga and the 
highest point of this system. He should, therefore, 
be able to show, in light of his Buddhi or Reason 
how, — assuming with the Digambara school of 
Jainism that there is no place for God in the 
universe, it can be shown that God is the chief 
creator of life. We have seen that Man can rise 
from a lower to a higher system of thought by 
means of the idea of Sacrifice; but /Vakuni 
challenges him to do so by means of Buddhi or 
Reason, the highest energy of Saivism. This 
challenge of /Sakuni to a debate is the Gambling 
Match. It is a “gamble” of thought, because 
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Yudhish^hira is not quite sure of his ground, and 
is forced into this discussion unfairly. 

Yudhishththa Cannot Refuse. — Man claims 
to have risen from Jainism to /Shaivism by means 
of his Buddhi or Reason; and so, if challenged, ho 
cannot refuse to show how this can be done. Cor- 
responding to this we are told that Yudhish^hira 
felt bound, if challenged, to “play.” 

The Dice. — The whole discussion must be held 
in the light of evidence which the Senses can 
regard as satisfactory. That is Pratyaksha 
Praraawa, the most acceptable form of evidence in 
all systems of Phi'osophy. That is the “dice” with 
which the “game” was to be played. 

Gambling . — The word for Gambling in the text 
is Dyt/ta (D,y,tt,ta) meaning “(d) giving (y) 
Buddhi {u) woven with (u) the Senses of Know- 
ledge and (ta) the Senses of Action.” The Gambling 
Match is thus a discussion between Buddhi on the 
one hand ( YudhislUhiia), and the Senses of Know- 
ledge and Action, the basis of Jainism (*S^akuni), 
on the other. 

The Dice . — The word for Dice in the text is 
Aksha, which means “an organ of sense, sensual 
perception” (MWD. p.3.) Thus it is by means of 
Aksha or Dice, or evidence of the Senses 
(Pratyaksha Pram.TTia) that the Game or discussion 
between Buddhi ( Yudhish/hira.) and the Sen.scs of 
Knowledge and Action (*S’akuni) is to be held. 

80. The Assembly Hall of the Kauravas. 

The Assembly Hall of the Kauravas. — 
^Sakuni (Jainism) eeeks permission of 
Dhritarfflsh^ra (Buddhism) to hold this debate, for 



230 


THE MYSTERY OF THE MAHABHARATA. 


he intends to press his pure Sankhya point of 
view, and that is outside the scope of both 
Buddhism and ^S'aivism. He fears lest the king 
should refuse permission to such a debate, which 
has the negation of all Action for its end, whereas 
Buddhism accepts the necessity of Action 
performed as a Sacrifice. But Man claims to have 
risen from Jainism to Shaivism, and so should be 
able to show how this can be done; nor can there 
be any objection on principle to a discussion on 
the subject. King Dhntara.sh<ra too is naturally 
interested in the question and so easily accords his 
permission. In order to facilitate discussion, he 
bids the whole structure of Jaina and Buddhist 
thought be reared, and invites Man (Paw(fava 
brothers) to examine it and hold a friendly discus- 
sion on the respective merits of Jainism and 
/Saivism, — the system of his birth and the one 
he has adopted now. Corresponding to this we are 
told that Dhritarashtra commanded that a great 
Assembly Hall be built and, when it was built, 
ordered Vidura to bring Yudhish/hira and his 
brothers to see it and “to play a friendly game of 
dice.” 

The Sabha of Dhritarashtra . — We have shown 
that a Sabha or Assembly-Hall refers to the rela- 
tion of Purusha and Prakriti in a system of 
Philosophy. The Sabha of the Kauravas is intended 
to show it in the Buddhist and Jaina systems of 
thought 

A Game of Dice . — The idea of “a game of dice” 
has already been explained. It signifies a discussion 
between Yoga on the one hand, and Sankhya- 
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Nyaya or Jainism on the other, and the evidence 
must be such as would appeal to the Senses. 

18. The Commission of Vjdura. 

The Commission of Vioura. — The debate 
(Dytita or game) is between Buddhi, the basis of 
Yoga, on the one hand, and the Senses of Know- 
ledge and Action, the basis of Sankhya-Nyaya or 
Jaina system of thought, on the other. The con- 
necting link between them is the Mind, and that is 
personified by Vidura; and so he is commissioned 
to bring Man (Pawiavas) to the Assembly Hall of 
the Kauravas. 

Yudhishthira has to Play with Cheats. — 
Vidura gives the king’s message to Yudhishihira and 
informs him that he has to enter into a friendly 
discussion on the subject and to prove the position 
of /Saivism, viz., that God is the chief creator of life. 
But he must not assume that God exists; he should 
rather agree at the start that there is no place for 
him in the universe, — - and that is the position of 
the Sankhya or the Digambara school of Jainism,- — 
and then proceed to prove that not only he exists, 
but is the chief creal or of life. This is the 
significance of the “cheats” with whom 
Yudhislidura has to play. They are obviously called 
“cheats,” because they compel Yudhishdiira to 
enter into a discussion no wrong lines, which is 
likely to lead to his defeat. Their line of thought 
appears to be simple; but no one can suc- 
ceed in proving the existence of God in the 
light of Buddhi or Reason by assuming first of 
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all that he dogs not exist. This can be done only 
through the idea of Sacrifice and not of Reason; 
and so this is a “deception or trick” deliberate!}/ 
practised on Yudhisldhira; at the same time he 
does not how to refuse to “play.” 

A GheM . — The word for a “Cheat” in the text 
is Kitava (K, ita, va) which means “(va) Prakriti 
(ita, ‘gone’) without (k) God.” A Kitava is, 
therefore, one who would “exclude God from 
Prakriti or manifest life,” that is, one who 
believes in tlic pure Sankhya or the Digambai'a 
school of Jainism. 

The Dilemma of Yudhisiithira. — Yudliishdiira 
is naturally reluctant to enter into a debate on 
such terms ; but Man claims to have risen from 
Sankhya to Yoga, or Jainism fo Aaivism, in the 
light of his Buddhi or Reason. He finds it difficult, 
therefore, to decline a debate even on the terms 
proposed. And so Yudhishdnra says, — “I am un- 
willing to gamble; but, if challenged by /S'akuni, 
I will never refuse. That is my settled vow.” 

A Resume. — Man has been established in (S’aiv- 
ism, and this rouses the jealousy of Buddhists and 
Jainas, who see in this a danger to their own exist- 
ence (the chagrin of Duryodhana). But, while 
Buddhism is a part of *S’aivism, Jainism, specially 
its Digambara school, is outside the pale of *S'aivism. 
Man claims to have risen from Jainism to 6*aivism. 
Let him accept the point of view of the Digambara 
school, agree that there is no place for God in the 
universe, and then prove that God is the chief 
creator of life, as /S’aivism believes (the proposal of 
/Sakuni). As the point is of considerable interest to 
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both Buddhists and Jainas, they construct their 
own systems of thought (the Assembly Hall of 
Kauravas), and ask Man to hold a friendly discus- 
sion (the game of Dice). The debate is between 
<5aivism and Jainism, or Buddhi, the highest point 
of /Saivism, and the Senses of Knowledge and 
Action, the basis of Jainism. The connecting link 
between them is the Mind (the mission of Vidura). 
Man is at first reluctant to enter into a debate on 
the terms proposed, and he holds that the premises 
are unfair to him (Cheats); but he does not know 
how to refuse, and so preparations for a great 
debate are made (Yudhish^hira agrees). 



CHAPTER XV 


THE GAME OF DICE 


OR 

JAINISM VERSUS NAIVISM 


VanifAvaa at Hastin^/pura. 83. Tho Rules ot the Game. 8 I 
5^alu.ia and Yudliish/hira as Players. 85. The Game of Diue. 80. 

The Deceit of Aakiini. 

A Summary. 

Man is called upon to show how he can establish 
his claim that he has risen from Jainism to dSaivism 
by means of his Buddhi or Reason. (The Puwdavas 
at Hastinapura). 

He is reminded that the Digam bara school of 
Jainism, through which he has passed, has no place 
for God in its scheme. Let Man start from this 
position, agree that the idea of God is to be ex- 
cluded from life, and then prove, in the light of his 
Buddhi or Reason, that God is the chief creator of 
the universe. (The Rules of the Game). 

Man is very reluctant to hold a debate under 
these conditions ; but, as he claims to have risen 
from Jainism to /Saivism in the light of his Buddhi 
or Reason, he is unable to refuse. (Yudhishdiira’s 
reluctance and final agreement). 
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As Buddhism is included in /Saivism, there can 
be little discussion between the two (Duryodhana 
does not play with Yudhishihira). But it is other- 
wise with Jainism. There is both connection and 
conflict between the two systems. /Shaivism corres- 
ponds to Yoga-Vaiseshika-Nyaya, while Jainism to 
Sankhya-Nyaya. Nyaya is common to both, while 
the Sankhya is outside the range of ^Saivism ; and 
so a debate between the two systems is possible. 
(*9akuni plays with Yudhishihira). 

As all systems of Philosophy can be rendered 
in terms of Knowledge (Renunciation of Action) or 
Action as the final goal of life, this debate too is to 
be carried on in their light. (The Game of Dice). 

The subject covers a very wide range and relates 
to the functions of the Heart and its connection 
with Buddhi, Mind, and the Senses; the action of 
the Senses in relation to one another; and the 
eharacter of the body and the different energies of 
which it is composed. (Different stakes.) 

Under the conditions of the debate Yudhi- 
shdiira is unable to prove that God is the chief 
creator of the universe, and so -Sakuni presses his 
point that, in that case, the goal of life must be 
the renunciation or negation of all Action. (The 
deceit of /Sakuni). 

82 . The Panda vas in Hastinapuka. 

The Pandavas in Hastinapura: Draupadi 
STAYS Behind. — The Gambling Match is a 
great debate between Jainism (<8akuni) and 
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/Saivism (Yudhishihira); and, according to the 
terms of the debate, the idea of God is to be 
excluded first of all. and then Man has to prove 
that it is He who is the chief creator of the 
universe. In this connection we have explained 
that the idea of God arises out of Sacrifice. Hence, 
as Draupadi is an embodiment of this Sacrifice, 
and as the idea of God is to be excluded from the 
debate, she can have no place in the discussion. 
And so we are told that, while the Kauravas and 
Pandavas entered the Assembly Hall, Draupadi, 
though she had come to Hastinapura, remained 
behind. 

83 . The Rules of the Game. 

The Rules of the Game. — >Sakuni calls upon 
Yudhish/hira formally to agree to the terms of the 
debate, so that no dispute might arise about them. 
And so he says, ‘‘0 king, the assembly is full, and 
we are waiting for you. Let the dice be cast and 
the rules of the game be fixed.” 

Deceitful Gambling: the Vow of 

Yudhishthtka.— Yudhishfhira holds that it is 
wrong to discuss the subject under the terms 
proposed. He regards it unfair and “deceitful;” and 
so he says “deceitful gambling (argument) is a 
sin,” and begs (Sakuni not to press him and 
defeat him by a wrong line of thought or “deceitful 
means.” He believes that the purpose of life is 
essentially Sacrifice. — selfless and beneficent action 
embodying the idea of God— and so he asks -Sakuni 
not to “seek to win wealth intended to benefit the 
Brahmawas.” At the same time he finds it difficult 
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to refuse a debate even on the terms proposed, 
and so he sa^ys, — “when challenged, I do not with- 
draw. This is my established vow.” 

Deceit: Deceitful Gambling . — The word used for 
“def'eit or a deceitful gambler” is Kitava, which 
signifies that the idea of God is to be excluded 
from manifest life. Yudhishdiira begs iSlakuni not 
to press for a debate as a Kitava and it is this that 
is understood to mean a “cheat” or “deceit.” 

Yudhishthira's Wealth . — Yudhishihira begs 
<9akuni not to snatch from him wealth intended for 
the benefit of the Brahmanas. All Actien that is 
meant to benefit others is a Sacrifice, specially 
where the recipient of benefit is worthy of it. 
The Brahma/tas are those who are characterized 
by Buddhi or intelligence, and so may be said to 
be worthy of all help. Hence Yudhishihira holds 
that all the “wealth of his argument” is based on 
Sacrifice or beneficent action, and S’akuni should 
not deprive him of his fundamental idea by taking 
up the position of a Kitava, — holding that there 
is no place for God in the scheme of the universe. 

48 . Sakuni and Yudhishthira as Players. 

Sakuni and Yudhishthira as Players. — But 
/Sakuni presses his point and forces Yudhishdiira 
into a debate, and the latter finds it impossible to 
refuse. Duryodhana cannot enter into a discussion 
with Yudhishthira, because he personifies 
Buddhism, which is included in /LVaivism, the creed 
of his opponent. /Sakuni, on the other hand, holds 
to Jainism, and the pure Sankhya part of this 
system is entirely outside the range of Saivism. At 
the same time they have the Nyaya point of view 
common to both. Thus they have their points of 
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comparison and contrast, and a debate between 
them is possibJe. 

The whole idea may be represented as follows: — 

Creative Energies Soul Buddhi Mind Senses of Senses of 

Knowledge Action 

Sysfetns of 

I^hilosophy Ved^/nta Yoga Vai.voshika Ny^^ya S^^nkhya 

Yudhish/hira 

(Saivism) Yoga . . Vaiseshika ..Nyr?ya 

/S^akuni 

(Jainism) Ny^/ya. . Sankhya 

The Elders watch the Game. — As a debate 
between the rival systems of thought is of vital 
interest to all, all the elders and chiefs, — 
Dhritarashira, Bhy'shma, Drowa, Kripa and others 
gather round and watch its course. 

85. The Game of Dice. 

Knowledge OR Action as the Goal of Life. 
We have explained that all systems of Philoso- 
phy may be examined in the light of Action or its 
negation as the goal of life', and the negation of 
Action is identical to Knowledge as the ancients 
understood it. The more w e believe in Action, the 
nearer we are to perfect belief in God or Vedanta, 
and the more we believe that the end of life is 
Knowledge or the renunciation of Action, the 
nearer we are to the denial of God or the Sankhya 
(MM. 11,1 19-122). Thus, if Yudhishdiira wins in this 
debate or “Gambling Match,” the end of life should 
be held to be Action; but if ^Sakuni succeeds, the 
negation of Action should be held to be the goal. 

The Stakes. — The debate begins and, subject 
to the conditions laid down, the character of the 
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different energies of life is examined, the 
object being to show whether the goal of life is 
Action or the reverse. If it is Action, 
Yudhish^hira succeeds; but if it is Inaction, it 
is iSakuni who wins. Each one discusses the subject 
in the light of the functions of the Heart, the seat 
of the Soul according to Vedanta and Yoga its first 
manifestation, and the physical energy of life 
according to the Sankhya. These are the Stakes 
laid down by each in the game (debate). 

A Stake. — The word for a Stake in the text is 
Pawa (Pa,?ia) which means ‘‘‘(na) the energy of the 
Heart associated with (pa) the objects of the 
Senses.” 

Different kinds of Stakes. — It would be of interest 
to examine the idea of the different kinds of Stakes 
offered in the game. They arc as follows: — 

Mani or Pearls . — (1). The connection between 
the Heart on the one hand and the Mind and the 
Senses of Knowledge on the other. This is the 
Stake of Mani, jewels or pearls. 

The word Mani (Ma, n, i) means “(i) the Mind 
associated with (n) the Heart and (ma) the Senses 
of Knowledge.” 

Gold . — (2). The subject of Buddhi. This is Gold, 
which is always symbolic of Buddhi (MM. I, 66). 

Naga or Elephant. — (3). The relation of the 
Senses of Knowledge to one another. This is 
Naga or Elephant (MM. IV, 78). 

Horses. — (4). The subject of the Senses of 
Action. This is the idea of Horses, which are a 
symbol of the Senses of Action (MM. I, 324, seq.). 

Slaves . — (5). The idea of Sacrifice. This is Dasa 
and Dasi or man-servant and maid-servant. 
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The word Dasa (D, a, sa) means “(sa) he who 
[a) leads to (d) Sacrifiee.” Dasi is the feminine of 
Dasa, and would refer to the idea of Sacrifice in 
connection with Prakriti, personified by a Woman. 

Ratha or Car. — (6). Tlie character of the physical 
body. This is Ratha or Car which, as we have ex- 
plained, is a symbol of the body. 

The Stake of the Pandava Brothers . — (7). 
Finally, the character of the different energies in 
Man, — the functions of the arms, the instrument 
of Action (Nakula), motion of legs (Sahadeva), the 
character of Prana or vital Breath (Arjuna), of 
Mind (Bhima), and Buddhi (Yudhish/hira). 

86. The Deceit of Sakuni. 

The Deceit of Sakuni. — Starting with the 
assumption that there is no place for God in the 
universe, Yudhishdiira and ♦S'akuni examine differ- 
ent ideas and objects, and Yudhish^hira is unable 
to show that God exists and is the chief creator of 
life. Hence ^Sakuni presses at each point the 
conclusion that, in that case, the end of life is the 
negation of Action. This is the Deceit of 
/Sakuni in the game (debate). 

Deceit . — The word for Deceit in the text is Ni- 
kriti (Ni.kri, ti) which means “ (ti or iti) that is to 
say (kri) Action (ni) negation of.” Niknti signifies, 
therefore, the “negation of Action, ” 

Sakuni proves that the end of life is Nikriti or 
negation of Action. This is said to be a deceit, 
because the whole basis of the debate is wrong, and 
Yudhishdiira is led into a false conclusion by un- 
fair means or deceit. 



CHAPTER XVI 


THE ANGUISH OP DRAUPAD/ 

OR 

SACRIFICE AND THE IDEA OF GOD 

87. Tho Stake of Draupa<7i. 88. Draupad'* and the Aiserably 
Hall. 89. The Question of Draupadt. 90. Yudhish^hira’s Message 
to Draiipad/. OK Tho Outrage of DuZ/.wsana. 92. The Anguish of 
Draiipa<^/i. 93. Bh/shma’s Reply. 94. The Unrobing of Pandfavas 
and Draupndi. 95. Krishwa to tho Resono. 96. Tho Vow of Bh^’ma. 
97. The Question of Dranpad/ repeated. 98. Bhishma’s Answer. 99. 
Duryodhana’fi Thigh. 100. Dhritan/sh/ra’s Intervention. 101. The 
Second Game. 102. Preparations for Exile. 103. Farewell. 

A Summary. 

The debate now turns on the nature of 
Sacrifice, and the question is whether acts of 
Sacrifice, of the Mind and the Senses, should be 
performed, or they too should be renounced. {The 
Stake of Draupadi). 

Following the course of the previous discussion, 
Man is forced to admit that even such acts of 
Sacrifice must be renounced. (DrauparK is Lost). 

It is generally agreed that a discussion on the 
nature of Sacrifice is perfectly legitimate, and the 
conclusion now arrived at logical too. (Draupadi 
and the Assembly Hall). 

But here an objection might be raised. If the 
idea of God is excluded from tlie debate, and if 


241 



242 


THE MYSTERY OF THE MAHABHABATA 


Sacrifice embodies the idea of God, can a discussion 
on the nature of Sacrifice properly be held in such 
a debate? (The Question of Draupadi). 

It appears to be a difficult question to answer 
(Yudhishihira is unable to reply). Sacrifice means 
Action indeed (Draupad?' is in her season); it also 
embodies the idea of God (Draxipadf is dressed in a 
single piece of cloth); at the same time what 
objection can there be to discussing its character 
even with those who have no place for God in their 
scheme of life? (Yudhish/hira’s Message to 
Draupadi). 

There are some who believe that all life is an 
evil; and, according to them, all actions, including 
those of Sacrifice, must be renounced. They hold 
that Sacrifice means action of a certain kind; and, 
as all actions are to be ascribed to Prakriti, so must 
Sacrifice. Hence it has nothing to do with God. 
(The Outrage of Du^sasana). 

But Sacrifice does embody the idea of God, and 
its nature must not be so grossly misunderstood. 
(The Anguish of Draupadi). 

At the same time, it is difficult to say, in the 
light of the debate that has taken place, whether 
acts of Sacrifice should be renounced or not. 
(Bhishma’s Reply). 

Hence there are some who persist in holding 
that the only truth is of the Sankhya or the 
Digambara school of Jainism, which has no place 
for God in the universe; and they believe that even 
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the most necessary actions, such as wearing 
clothes, etc., must be renounced. (The Unrobing 
of Panda vas and Draupadi). 

But no one can deny that Sacrifice does 
embody the idea of God; and even the fact that 
in our hour of sorrow and grief we remember God 
is a proof that he exists. (Krishna to the Rescue). 

It is further argued that the Jaina system of 
thought is based on the character of the Senses of 
Knowledge and Action; but above these there is 
the Mind; and so we must examine the whole 
problem in the light of the Mind, and not only the 
Senses; and then we shall see that the conclusion 
now arrived at is incorrect. (The Vow of Bhima 
to slay DuAsasana and break Duryodhana’s thigh). 

Thus there are some who hold that Sacrifice is 
connected with the idea of God (Draupadi’s 
question); while others are doubtful whether acts 
of Sacrifice should be renounced or not (Blu'shma’s 
reply). The whole debate has thus become quite 
inconclusive. 

But, suppose we hold that all actions, including 
those of Sacrifice, must be renounced. It follows 
that the Digambara school of Jainism is the only 
true religion. Are the Buddhists prepared to accept 
this position and renounce their faith? If not, they 
cannot accept the conclusion that even acts of 
Sacrifice must be renounced. (Dhritarashfra’s 
Intervention). 

Then, if acts of Sacrifice must be performed, it 
must also be allowed that they embody the idea of 
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God; and so, if our actions are largely conceived as 
acts of Sacrifice, God becomes the chief creator of 
the universe. (The Pawdavas become free and their 
Kingdom is restored to them). 

But, though this is a legitimate conclusion, has 
Man established it by direct evidence, acceptable 
to the Senses (Pratyaksha Pramaaa)? He has come 
to this conclusion by indirect means, and so the 
subject needs to be examined again. (The Second 
Game). 

Man, arguing under the same conditions as before, 
is unable to offer any further proof (Yudhishihira 
loses the Second Game). But he promises to study 
the subject afresh and, when he has collected moie 
facts in support of his position, would discuss the 
question once more. (The Exile and Farewell). 

87. The Stake of Draupadi. 

The Stake op Draupadi. — Man, starting with 
the assumption that there is no place for God in 
the scheme of life, has been unable to prove by 
direct evidence, acceptable to the Senses, that he 
exists and is the chief creator of the universe. Jain- 
ism has, for the moment, triumphed in the debate 
and shown that, as Man has failed in his attempt, 
the conclusion is that all actions must be renounced. 
But one question still remains. If all actions must 
be renounced, must we also abandon acts of Sacri- 
fice, — creative and necessary actions, performed 
selflessly and with self-control, and for the benefit 
of all ? That is the Stake of Draupadi, the em- 
bodiment of the Sacrifice of the Mind and the 
Senses and their objects. 
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The Shame and Fear of it. — Tt is necessary 
to discuss this question. Yet if we come to the 
conclusion that even acts of Sacrifice must be re- 
nounced, it would be disastrous ; for all systems of 
thought, from Nyaya to Vedanta, which accept 
their necessity, must in that case be deemed to be 
false, and the Digambara school of Jainism will 
alone be held to be true. Hence, when <Sakuui 
proposed the stake of Draupadt and Yudhishdiira 
agreed, all those who heard were filled with fear 
and shame. 

YuDHrSHTHfRA Loses Hraupadi. — The debate 
continues. Consistently with his previous point of 
view, (Sakuui proves once more that, as there is 
no place for God in the universe, there is no plaee 
for Sacrifice as well ; and so Yudhish/hira loses 
Draujjadi, the emblem of Sacrifice of the Mind and 
the Senses and their objects 

88. Draupadi and the Assembly Hall 

The Indignation of Viduka. — Duryodliana 
holds that it has now been proved that even acts 
of Sacrifice must be renounced, and so Draupadi 
the symbol of Sacrifice, must fit in with the scheme 
of thought propounded by Sfakuni ; that is, she 
must come into the Assembly-Hall or the structure 
of this system of thought. He, therefore, calls 
upon Vidura to bring Draupadi before them. 
But Vidura p rsonifies the Mind or the Vai.veshika 
system of thought, which is higher than the range 
of Jainism or Sankhya-Nyaya. He knows that the 
whole basis of discussion is wrong, and that acts of 
gacrifice cannot be renounced. He holds that 
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Sacrifice is linked up with the idea of God and, 
as that was excluded from the debate, he feels that 
Draupadi (Sacrifice) cannot properly be brought 
into this scheme of thought (Assembly Hall), and 
so refuses indignantly to do the bidding of Duryo- 
dhana, 

Duryodhana orders Pratikamin.— Duryo- 
dhana holds that it would generally be agreed that 
all acts performed with desire must be renounced ; 
and, as even acts of Sacrifice are performed with 
some kind of desire, — it may be the desire for 
freedom from the bondage of life, — they too must 
be renounced. And so he turns to one who refers 
to this idea of desire to carry out his behest. That 
is Pratikamin. 

Pratikamin . — The word Pratikamin means “of 
Pratikamin” (Prati, kamin) or “(Prati) relating to 
(kamin) one who is full of desire.” Pratikamin is, 
therefore, one who understands all about desire, 
and believes that all actions, performed with 
desire, must be renounced. He thinks for the 
moment that even acts of Sacrifice are performed 
with some kind of desire, and so must be renounced. 
He agrees, therefore, that Draupadi (Sacrifice) 
must fit in with the scheme of thought pro- 
pounded by /S'akuni (Assembly Hall), and so goes 
to bring her at the command of Duryodhana. 

89 . The Question of Draupadi. 

The Question of Draupadi. — Draupadi asks a 
simple question. She is, by her very definition, 
an embodiment of Sacrifiee, conceived as a purely 
selfless and benevolent action filled with the idea 
of God. In the discussion between (Sakuni and 
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Yudhish^hira the idea of God was excluded deli- 
berately from the premises of the debate. How 
then could they discuss the nature of this Sacrifice, 
and “stake” her who symbolizes it ? She inquires 
if Yudhishfiiira had agreed to this discussion in 
the proper possession of his powers of Reason 
(Buddhi) or after he had lest them all. And so 
we arc told that Draupadi asked Prutikamin to go 
back and ask from Yudhishihira (Buddhi) whom he 
had lost first, — himself (his power of Buddhi or 
Reason) or her (Sacrifice). And then it is said 
that the king “like one deprived of reason” did 
not make any reply. 

Yudhtshthtka’s Dilemma. — Yudhishihira is 
unable to reply, and for obvious reasons. He is on 
the horns of a dilemma. On the one hand he 
agrees that Sacrifice embodies the idea of God, 
and on the other he is unable to see how he could 
refuse to discuss the nature of Sacrifice even with 
an atheist. 

90. Yudhishthiba’s Message to Draupadt. 

Yudhishthtra’s Message TO Draupadi. — Yudh- 
ishihira feels that the problem has to be squarely 
faced; and so he sends word to Draupad^ to come 
into the Assembly Hall and discuss the question in 
the presence of all. 

Draupadi is in her Season and Attired in 
ONE Piece of Cloth. — Draupadi is said to have 
been in her season and attired in one piece of cloth. 
This means that Sacrifice is characterized by the 
idea cf God and signifies creative action. Yudhi- 
shfhira is said to have known her condition; and this 
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means that he agreed to this idea of Sacrifice; and 
still he held that it is a fit subject for discussion 
even with atheists. And so he sent her a message 
to come into the Assembly Hall. 

In One. Piece o/ (7Zo<A.— The word for “attired 
in one piece of cloth” is Ekavastra, which is a 
feminine form of Ekavastra (A, i, ka, vas, tra), 
meaning “(tra) the three worlds (vas) dwell in (ka) 
Prakriti (i ' arising out of (a) God.” The idea is 
that, though the three worlds or manifest life may 
be said to dwell in Prakriti, Prakriti itself arises 
out of God. This is the point of view of Ved- 
anta, and it is to this that Sacrifice (Draupadi) 
leads. And so Draupadi is said to be Ekavastra 
or “attired in one piece of cloth.” 

In Her Season . — Draupadi is said to have been 
in her menstrual season, and the word for it in the 
text is Rajasvala which means “possessed of 
Rajas.” Now Rajas signifies “activity” (MWD. 
p. 803); and Draupadi as Rajasvala means that 
“Sacrifice is characterized by Action;” and we 
have explained that Sacrifice means creative, self- 
less and self-controlled action, meant for the 
benefit of all. 

91. The Outrage of Duhsasana. 

The Refusai, of Prattkamin. — Pratikamin re- 
fers to Desire; but, after seeing Draupadi, he realizes 
that Sacrifice is action without desire, and so 
is unwilling to do the bidding of Durjmdhana. 

The Outrage of Duhsasana. — DuAi-asana per- 
sonifies the pure Sankhya idea that all life is an 
evil, and so all actions, including those of Sacrifice, 
must be renounced. He believes, therefore, that 
not only is Sacrifice a fit subject for discussion by 
the Jainas, but that it has nothing to do with God. 
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Like all other actions, it is born of Prakriti, and 
must be renounced. And so be bolds that Drau- 
padi (Sacrifice) must fit into the scheme of their 
thought, and come into the Assembly Hall; and 
corresponding to this we are told that he brought 
her forcibly into the Assembly Hall. 

92. The ANOUisri of Dr,\upadi. 

The Anguish of Draupam. — Draupadi pro- 
tests against the action of Dufcasana. She main- 
tains that Sacrifice is Action characterized by the 
idea of God, and she cannot be compelled to aban- 
don her character. She calls upon all present 
carefully to examine the idea of Sacrifice and say 
whether a discussion on the subject could be rele- 
vant to the debate when the very idea of God was 
excluded from it. This is the moaning of her 
words when she says, “Do not uncover me. I am 
in my season. Let all the elders, reflecting on my 
words, answer the question I have asked.” 

In Season.— We have explained that the idea 
of “being in season” or Rajasvala is “that Sacrifice 
is characterized by Action.” 

Duhsasana tries to uncover Draupadi. — 
Dufoasana tries to uncover Draupadi, and the 
point of this is that he maintains that all Sacrifice 
(Draupadi) signifies Action, which is to be attribu- 
ted to Prakriti and not God (uncovering). 

Uncovering . — The word for “uncovering” in the 
text is Vivastra (V, i, vas, tra), meaning that “(tra) 
the three worlds (vas) dwell in and (i) arise from 
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(v) Prakriti.” This is the very opposite of Eka- 
vastra, which means that “the three worlds dwell 
in Prakriti which itself arises from God.” 

The Kauravas want Draupadi to admit that 
Prakriti and not God is the creator of life, and that 
the “three worlds dwell in and arise from Pra- 
krit!;” and so they attempt to make her Vivastra or 
“unrobe” her. But to this she cannot agree. 
She cannot be “unrobed” or made Vivastra, for 
she is Ekavastra and Rajasvalo, holding that 
Sacrifice is Action pervaded by the idea of God, 
who is eoneeived as the creator of Prakriti itself. 

Clothes and Ood-idea : Krishna and Copies . — 
From this we see that nakedness or Vivastra is a 
characteristic of Prakriti, and this would explain 
the episode of Krish?ia in the Blngavata Parana, 
where he is said to have stolen the clothes of 
Gopfs who were bathing naked in water. 

A Gopi (Ga, u, p, i, i) means “(f, sign of femi- 
nine gender) Prakriti of (i) the Mind associated 
with (p) the objects of the Senses and (u) the Sen- 
ses of Knowledge associated with (ga) the Senses 
of Knowledge;” and so she personifies the Prakriti 
of Buddhism and Jainism, where Prakriti is con- 
eeived as the ehief creative energy of life. The 
Gopfs love Krishna and he too loves them; and 
this means that all forms of Prakriti (Gopfs) love 
God (Krishna), and he loves them too. 

Then these Gopis are bathing naked in water; 
and Water, as we have explained, sj^mbolizes 
Prakriti, and nakedness also refers to Prakriti as 
the ehief creator of life. It means that the Gopfs 
believe in Prakriti as the ehief creator of life, and 
so they are bathing “naked” in water. 

It is said in the Bhagavata Parana that water 
eovered them up to their breasts; and this means 
that they ascribed all their life-ereating energy 
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(organ of creation) and life-supporting energy 
(breasts) to Prakriti (water). 

This is inconsistent with their love of God; for 
if they love him, they must ascribe all life-creatii g 
and lifc-sup])orting energy to him and not to Pra- 
kriti; and so Krishna complains that they are bath- 
ing naked in water because they do not love him 
(BhP. X, xxii, 15-22). If they really love Krish- 
na (God), if they believe in him, they must not 
become “naked” or Vivastra, referring all creation 
to Prakriti. 

But should they lapse into this error, what 
must they do? They must make amends by 
correcting their error, and hold that all life is 
created and supported by God and not Prakriti. 
Hence they must come out of water (belief in 
Prakriti), and refer both their life-creating and 
life-supporting energy to Krishna or God (expose 
themselves before him). Then they must wear their 
“clothes,” that is, liold that all life is to be ascribed 
to God. 

That is the explanation of this extraordinary 
story of Krishna and the Gop?is narrated in the 
Bhagavata Purana. 

Nakedness and Digambara Jaina School . — We 
i ave explained that “nakedness” refers to Prakriti 
as the creator of life. Now the Digambara school of 
Jainism holds that it is Prakriti which creates, and 
so “nakedness” may be said to be the ideal goal of 
this school; and we find that it is actually so. 
Hence, if a person does not deny the existence of 
God, or believes in him, he must wear clothes, he 
cannot remain naked. This is the point of 
difference between the Digambara and /Svetambara 
schools cf Jainism. Indeed, in all systems of 
religion, which enjoin belief in God, clothes must 
be worn, and nakedness is a sin (Cf. MM. II, 
331-333). 
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The Woman in Islam . — In this connection it 
might be of interest to note that this symbolism is 
common to almost all the great religions of the 
East. The word for Woman in Arabic is Aurat, 
which means “naked” and Woman is a symbol of 
Prakriti. It means that they too believed that 
“nakedness” was a sign of belief in Prakriti, and 
“wearing clothes” a sign of belief in God as the 
creator of life. Again, we have seen that the idea 
of God is Nature associated with Sacrifice. In other 
words, we can transform Nature into God by 
means of Sacrifice; and here we see that we can 
achieve the same end by “wearing clothes.” Hence, 
if we believe in God as the sole creator of the 
universe, Woman (Prakriti) must be properly 
“clothed,” and the more completely she is 
“clothed,” the more perfect is our belief in God. 
This would probably explain why wearing the veil 
was enjoined on women in all the great religions of 
the East, not excluding Christianity; but when 
the spirit of the idea was forgotten, and people 
followed only the letter of the law. Purdah came 
to prevail in India and the Moslem world. 

Islam and Hindu Philosophy — We have 
examined the bearing of Hindu thought on the 
Holy Bible (MM. II, Chapter XV), and here it might 
be of interest to point out that the principal teach- 
ings of Islam follow the main teachings of Vedanta 
of the Hindus. Islam followed Christianity, and 
accepted most of its principles; but, as the doctrine 
of the Christian Trinity was little understood by the 
average man, it substituted for it belief in one God 
as the sole supreme creator of the universe. The 
point of view of Vedanta is exactly the same, and 
it is now generally agreed that S?/fism is nothing 
but an exposition of the philosophy of Vedantafrom 
the Islamic point of view. Islam lays stress on two 
main things, — prayer to God, and charity among 
fellow creatures. Prayer gives us belief in God, 
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and charity is nothing but Dana, an essential 
requisite of Sacrifice. Thus it is by means of belief 
in one God and Sacrifice that we can attain to the 
Truth, which will secure us against error: and 
that is Islam as a religion of Safety and Peace 
even as its name signifies. 


The Joy of Kauna and Otheks. — Draupadi 
repeats her question. Man is unable to answer; 
but those who believe in the Sankhya, whether by 
conviction or as a result of the present debate, 
have come to hold that Sacrifice is to be referred 
to Prakriti and not God, and so they rejoice at 
the disgrace of Draupad^ (Sacrifice). Correspond- 
ing to this we are told that the Pa«-dava brothers 
(Man) looked on, silent and helpless, while 
Du/isasana, Karaa, /S'akuni, and Duryodhana 
rejoiced at the insults heaped on Draupadk 


93. Bh!Shma’s RE^IA^ 


Bhishma’s lN.\BnTTY TO Answek. — Even 
Blushma, who personifies Nyaya, is unable to 
reply. He holds that God is either a spectator of 
the work of Prakriti, or else has a small share in 
it; and so he believes that, while necessary actions 
have to performed for the time being as a 
Sacrifice, they must all be ultimately renounced. 
Thus he is unable to say whether act of Sacrifice 
must always be renounced or not; nor can he 
decide whether a discussion on the subject of 
Sacrifice was relevant or not. Hence he says that 
he is unable to decide the point put forward by 
Draupadi. 
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94 . The Uncovering of Pandavas and Draupadi. 

The Pandavas Unrobe Themselves at the 
Command op Karna. — We arc told that Karwa 
asked Du^sasana to “unrobe” the Pandavas, and 
they took off their upper garments themselves, 
and sat silent in the Hall. 

We have seen that “unrobing” means referring 
all actions and so all life to Prakriti and not to 
God. Man has lost the debate (game), and agreed 
that the goal of life is the renunciation of Action 
(Nikriti or ‘deceit’); and so he may be said to have 
accepted for the time being the pure Sankhya or 
the Digambara Jaina point of view. The Parufava 
brothers (Man) can therefore, easily be 
“unrobed.” Nay, they can “unrobe” themselves; 
and that is what they actually do. 

The Unrobing op Draupadi. — The next 
question is, Can Sacrifice also be assigned to 
Prakriti? Karwa, personifying Food, the basis of 
the creative energy of Prakriti in the pure 
Sankhya, holds that all actions, including those 
called Sacrifice, arise out of Prakriti, and have 
nothing to do with God or anything else. So does 
DuAsasana, holding that all life is an evil, and so 
all actions, of whatever kind, must be renounced. 
Hence, Kama asks him to “unrobe” Draupadi, 
that is, show that all acts of Sacrifice must be 
referred to Prakriti and not God. Du^.9asana 
attempts to do so; and corresponding to this we 
are told that he began to pull the cloth of 
Draupadi in the presence of all. 
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95. Krishna to the Rescue. 

Krishna to the Rescue. — As the idea of 
“wearing clothes” is associated with God, he who 
believes in him cannot be “unrobed.” Again, the 
idea of God is born of Sacrifice, and, as Draupadi 
is an embodiment of Sacrifice, she remembers 
Krishraa, the supreme creator of the universe, and 
cannot be “unrobed.” 

Sorrow and the Idea of God. — We are told 
that Draupadi remembered Krishna in her anguish 
and he came to her assistance, and she could not be 
“unrobed.” This means that we instinctively remem- 
ber God in our hour of sorrow and need, and that 
is a proof in itself that he exists. The Kauravas ad- 
mit the point of this argument, but hold that it is 
not conclusive, and so they heap further insults on 
Draupadi even after she is “rescued” by Krishna. 

96. The Vow of Bhima. 

The Vow of Bhima. — Draupadi maintains that 
the Sacrifice of the Mind and the Senses and their 
objects, which she personifies, is characterized by 
the idea of God, whatever Dui^.9fflsana and others 
might say. In other words, this Sacrifice gives us 
the idea of God ; and Bhima, who personifies the 
Mind of Man, promises that in the next debate he 
would refute or “break” the idea that the Mind 
refers to Prakriti and not Purusha or God. This 
is the meaning of his vow that he would break open 
Du^sasana’s heart on the battlefield and drink his 
blood. 
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Heart . — The word for Heart in the text is 
Vakshas, which is derived from Vaksh (MWD. p. 
911); and Vaksh (Va, ksh for ksha) means “(ksha) 
the Mind associated with (va) Prakriti.” It is this 
idea, viz., that the Mind is associated with only 
Prakriti, that Bhrma desires to “break.” In other 
words, he wishes to show that the charaeter of the 
Mind has a bearing on the idea of God. Its energy 
is electric, with a positive and a negative aspect, 
corresponding to which we have the union of Purusha 
and Prakriti in the creation of life (MM. IV, 143,n.). 
The energy of the Heart is also similar to that of 
the Mind (MM. I, 43), and this is what Bhfma 
desires to prove in the next debate. 

Blood . — The word for Blood in the text is 
Rudhira (R, u, dh, ira), meaning “(ira for ir) to go 
to (dh) the Mind associated with (u) the Senses of 
Knowledge and (r) the Senses of Action.” Blood 
refers, therefore, to the character of the Mind and 
the Senses ; in other words, it is electro-magnetic, 
for the Mind is characterized by electric energy, 
and the Senses correspond to Ether, which is 
characterized by magnetic energy. 

Dui^^asana, believing in the Jaina system, holds 
to the Senses of Knowledge and Action, the basis 
of this system ; bxit Blw'ma holds that the Senses 
are always associated with the Mind, and this is 
what Blood signifies. Even Du^sasana cannot 
deny the relation of the Senses to the Mind 
(Blood) ; it is within him, in his own “Heart,” and 
it is this (idea) that Bhima wishes to take out, 
“drink” or assimilate with his own. 

97. The Question of Draupadi. 

The Question of Draupadi. — Draupadi main- 
tains that Sacrifice is characterized by the idea of 
God, and so she puts her old question again as to 
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whether a discussion on the character of Sacrifice 
was relevant in a debate where the very idea of 
God was excluded. She reminds all present that 
they have now examined the idea of Sacrifice 
clearly (seen her in public), and so should be able 
to decide once for all. 

98. Bhishma’s Answer. 

Bhishma’s Answer. — Bhishma personifies 
Nyaya, but, for reasons explained, he is still unable 
to say whether acts of Sacrifice should or should 
not be renounced. And so we are told that he was 
unable to answer with certainty the question of 
Draupadi. Yudhisldhira too having lost the debate 
could not utter a word. 

99. Duryodhana’s Thigh. 

Karna Insults Draupadi. — As Draupadi’s 
position has not yet been accepted, Kama, who 
personifies Food as the creative energy of Prakriti 
in the Sankhya, maintains that what has defi- 
nitely been shown in the debate is that even acts 
of Sacrifice must be renounced, and so he calls up- 
on Draupadi to face facts as they are. As a result 
of the debate, Man must renounce even acts of 
Sacrifice; and so the Pawdava brothers (Man) can- 
not be associated with her (Sacrifice) any more. 
Hence Kama bids Draupadi choose some other 
husband, for the Pandavas had ceased to be any- 
thing to her. 

Duryodhana’s Thigh. — Then Duryodhana 
holds that, as a result of the debate, Jaijtiism has 
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been proved to be the only true religion, and it is 
based on the character of the Senses of Knowledge 
and Action. He points this out to Draupadi, and 
that is the idea of his “uncovering his right thigh” 
and showing it to her. 

The Vow OF Bhima. — Thereupon Bhima, who 
personifies the Mind, exclaims that above the 
Senses is the Mind and he promises to show in 
the next debate that the view of Durycdhana is 
an erroneous one, and that he would “break” it. 
This is the vow of Bhima that he would break the 
thigh of Duryodhana in a great battle (or debate). 

Thigh . — The word for Thigh in the text is U ru 
(U, r, u) meaning “(u) the Senses of Knowledge 
and (r) Action {u) woven together.” The Senses of 
Knowledge and Action correspond to the two 
schools of Jainism. Duryodhana, who personifies 
Buddhism, shows that, as a result of the debate, 
Jainism, with its renunciation of Action, holds 
the field, and points out the fact to Draupadi. 
That is the idea of his showing his “thigh” to her. 

The Vow af Bhima . — Bhuna promises to 
“break” this Urn (thigh) or the Jaina point of 
view in the next debate or battle, for such is the 
idea of a “battle” in sacred literature (MM. Ill, 
3.35-336). 


100. Diiritarashtra’s Intervention. 

Dhritarashtra’s Intervention. — Draupadi’s 
position has not been accepted, and the result is 
that they must agree that even acts of Sacrifice 
should be renounced. What is the effect of this? 
It follows that we must accept the pure Sankhya 
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or the Digambara school of Jainism as the only 
truth. It means that the position of Buddhism itself 
becomes impossible; and so king Dhritarash<ra 
must give up his own religion too and accept the 
Digambara school instead. Buddhism accepts the 
necessity of performing actions as a Sacrifice; but 
now the king must give up all his idea of Sacrifice 
too. If, however, he is unable to give up his cha- 
racter and faith, if he wishes to save his idea of 
Sacrifice, he must intervene and stop this “debate.” 
And corresponding to this we are told that the 
jackals screamed, the asses brayed, and birds 
shrieked in the Sacrificial chamber of the king and 
he had to intervene. He does so because the tables 
are now turned upon him, and he is compelled by 
his advisers to save himself and his own idea of 
Sacrifice (Sacrificial chamber). 

A Jackal . — The word for a Jackal in the text is 
Gornayu (Go, mayu), meaning “(mayu) bleating 
like (go) a cow.’’ Again, Go( Ga, u) personifies the 
Nyaya system of thought. Thus we might say 
that he who believes in Nyaya (Go), and shouts 
out (mayu) its teachings as the only truth, is a 
Gornayu or a Jackal. 

An Ass. — The word for an Ass in the text is 
Rasabha, which means “of Rasabha,” and Rasabha 
(Rasa, bha) means “(Rasa) the essence of (bha) 
Prakriti.” Thus, he who believes in the “essence 
of Prakriti” or holds that Prakriti is the essence 
of everything, — that is the pure Sankhya system 
— is“ an ass.” 

A Bird , — ^The word for a Bird in the text is 
Pakshin (P, aksh, in), meaning “(in for ina) lord of 
(aksh for aksha) the Senses associated with (p) their 
objects.” As Jainism is based on the character 
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of the Senses and their objects, a “bird” is one who 
believes in this system. 

Thus we see that those who hold to the pure 
Nyaya (Gomayu), or the pure Sankhya (Rasabha), 
or to both (Pakshin), shout and rejoice that there 
is an end to Sacrifice and that Jainism is accepted 
as the only truth. 

Draupadi saves the Pandavas. — Dhritarash/ra 
is compelled to admit the supreme necessity of 
Sacrifice for the preservation of himself and his race; 
and so he acknowledges Draupadi to be the fore- 
most of his daughters-in-law, and bids her ask for 
any boon she desires. Draupadi maintains that 
acts of Sacrifice must not be renounced, and that 
Man should be allowed to perform them as before. 
And so she asks for the freedom of her husbands 
(Man) to associate with her (Sacrifice). The king 
readily agrees, and Man (Pawciava brothers) is free 
to engage in acts of Sacrifice (Draupadi) as before; 
and, as a consequence of this, he can believe in 
God as the chief creator of the universe. Corres- 
ponding to this we are told that the Pawdava 
brothers were set free, and restored to Draupadi 
(Sacrifice) and their kingdom and wealth (of 
thought). 

A Friendly Discussion. — Thus we see that all 
this is really a friendly discussion regarding differ- 
ent systems of Philosophy, and so the king says in 
conclusion that “it was to meet with our friends 
and to examine the strength and weakness of my 
sons that I allowed this match with dice (debate) 
to proceed,” 
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101 . The Second Game. 

The Second Game. — But is the result of this 
debate really conclusive? Man has been permitted 
to hold that acts of Sacrifice should be performed 
and he may hold to his belief in God. But has 
he come to this conclusion by means of any 
evidence that the Senses can regard as satisfactory 
(Pratyaksha Pramana)? It is obvious that he has 
retained his position indirectly and not by means 
of any direct evidence, and so it is necessary for 
him to discuss the matter again. This is the 
Second Game, and Duryodhana succeeds in 
obtaining his father’s permission to call the 
Paw^davas back, and once again Yudhish<hira can- 
not refuse to “play.” 

The Wager. — The condition of the game 
(wager) this time is definite and clear. If Man is 
unable to establish his faith in ^Saivism by direct 
evidence, he must for the time being give it up; 
and corresponding to this we are told that the 
Pawdava brothers had, in case of failure, to leave 
their kingdom and go into exile. Thereafter he 
must seek for proof of his point of view in regard 
to Buddhi as the highest energy of ^Saivism in the 
world of manifest life; and that is the idea of their 
tv/elve years of exile in the forest, and this 
number refers to Buddhi as we have explained. 
After that he must show that it is God the unmani- 
fest who lives in the world of the manifest; and 
that is the idea of the thirteenth year of exile 
during which the Pawdavas had to remain unrecog- 
nized (unmanifest) though dwelling among people 
in the world. 
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If on the other hand it is the Kauravas‘who 
lose, they must give up their own position for the 
time being. They believe that Praknti is the chief 
creator of life, and Buddhi or Mahat is its first 
manifest form; and so they must seek for proof of 
their own idea of Buddhi in the world of the 
manifest in the first twelve years of exile; and then 
they must show that it is Prakriti the unmanifest 
that dwells in the world of the manifest, and that 
corresponds to their thirteenth year of exile. 

Twelve and Thirteen Years . — We have explained 
that the number twelve refers to Buddhi, and 
thirteen to God as well as Nature or Praknti (MM. 
I, 199-200). 

The Forest . — The word for Forest in the text is 
Vana (Va,na) which means ‘'(na) the Senses of 
Knowledge associated with (va) Praknti ” In other 
words, it means that we have to study Praknti in 
the light of our Senses of Knowledge or Pratyaksha 
Pramawa. 

Yudhishthira Loses the Game. — Yudhi- 
shihira is unable to refuse to discuss the question 
once more, even though he knows full well the 
“deception practised by iSakuni.” The rules of the 
game are the same as before; Man has no fresh 
proof to submit, and so Yudhishfhira ‘‘plays and 
loses” the game. He must, therefore, go out in the 
world and seek for proof in support of his point of 
view. 


102. Preparations for Exile. 


Preparations for Exile: the Resolve of 
THE Pandavas. — Man, having lost the debate, 
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makes ready to go out into the world of life to seek 
for proof of his belief in God. He is allowed to hold 
that acts of Sacrifice may be performed, and so 
Draupadi (Sacrifice) accompanies her “husbands” 
in their exile. The Jainas and Buddhists are glad 
that Man has been dislodged from his position, 
and so we are told that DuAsasana was beside him- 
self with joy, and Duryodhana was equally 
transported. But Man hopes to study the whole 
subject anew and demolish his opponents; and so 
it is said that Bhima took a vow that he would 
“slay” Duryodhana and Du^Msana, Arjuna that 
be would “slay” Kama, and Sahadeva that he 
svould “slay” iS^akuni. 

103 . Farewell. 

Kunti stays with Vidura. — Man must go out 
bo seek for further knowledge in the world, and so 
the Pandava brothers bid farewell to all. Kunti is 
bhe Prakriti of the Sankhya, whose highest range 
3f thought extends to the Vaiseshika (Sankhya- 
N’yaya-Vaiseshika), on which Buddhism and 
Fainism are based. But Man has gone beyond the 
range of this system, and so Kunti need not 
accompany her sons in their quest. Indeed, Man has 
inderstood all that the Praknti of the Sankhya 
ind its allied systems can teach, and he has now 
;o base himself on the idea of Sacrifice; and so 
;he Pawdava brothers need only Draupadi 
Sacrifice), and it is not necessary for Kunti to 
iccompany her sons. She stays behind with Vidura, 
vho personifies the Mind, for that is the highest 
•ange of her ’own system of thought (iSankbya- 
Sfy aya- V aiseshika) . 
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Nabada ANii Dhaumya as Guides op the 
Pandavas. — Man has once again to proceed from 
the known to the unknown or from the lower to 
the higher stage. In other words, he must begin 
with the idea of Sacrifice in connection with the 
Senses of Knowledge and Action, the basis of the 
two schools of Jainism, and this will lead him to 
Buddhism. This is personified by Narada who, at 
the advice of Vidura, is chosen as one of the 
instructors of the Pan<favas. Then, after Man has 
understood this, he must enter into Shaivism, and 
that is personified by Dhaumya, the second 
instructor of the Pawdavas. In this way Man will 
attain to Buddhi, the highest point of i9aivism, 
after which he will be able to grasp the idea of the 
Soul in Vaishnavism or Vedanta. 



III. VAN A PARVA 


CHAPTER XVTI 

ON THE BANKS OF THE CANCA 
OR 

THE PROGRESS OF MAN 
FROM NYAYA TO THE VABS’FSHIKA 

104. The Banks of the Ganp 5 ^^ 105. I'he Diseonrso of Saunaka. 
106. The Worship of the Sun. 107. Draupad/ and the Boon of the 
Sun. 108. The Foro.st of Jv-'/inyaka. 


A Summary. 

Man has to begin again his quest of Truth. He 
is allowed to believe that acts of Sacrifice may be 
performed, and so is at the Nyaya stage of thought. 
Commencing from this, he has to seek for proof 
of his idea of God as the chief creator of the uni- 
verse. (The Banks of the Ganga and Pramana 
Tree). 

He aspires to attain to Buddhi, the basis of 
Yoga and identified for practical purposes with the 
Soul, the basis of Vedanta (the Pawrfavas are 
accompanied by Brahmawas), but is unable to 
uphold the idea of Sacrifice in its light (but can- 
not feed them). 
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He tries to understand the idea of Action in 
the light of both the Sankhya and Yoga systems, 
and is told that the Vedas enjoin Action performed 
without attachment or desire or egotism (the dis- 
course of i9aunaka); but he thinks that this is not 
proof enough. 

He then studies the character and functions of 
the Sun and realizes that, though far away and 
without any special contact, it yet creates all forms 
of life on our planet Earth. It shines alike on all, 
it has no selfish object to serve, it acts according to 
the law of its being without attachment or desire, 
and all that it does is meant for the benefit of lafe. 
In other words, it is characterized by Sacrifice. 
As the Sun symbolizes Buddhi, the basis of Yoga, 
Man concludes that the character of Action in the 
light of Buddhi is th-^ same; and this gives him a 
definite proof of the necessity of performing actions 
in a spirit of Sacrifice like the Sun. (The Worship 
of the Sun). 

He understands that it is the Sacrifice of the 
Sun that supports all creatures (the Sun gives Pood 
to Yudhish/hira), and so long as it exists. Life 
will continue without end. (Draupadi and the 
Boon of the Sun). 

Man began with Nyaya, and has now grasped 
the idea of Sacrifice. This takes him to a higher 
system of thought, viz., the Vaiseshika. (The 
Forest of Kamyaka). 

104. The Banks or the Gang a. 

The Quest of the Pandavas.— Man must 
begin at the bottom of the scale once more and 
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cover the whole range of thought from Jainism and 
Buddhism to ^Saivism. The two schools of Jainism 
correspond to Sankhya and Njaya, and of these 
the Sankhya has no place for Sacrifice, while the 
Nyaya holds that necessary actions may be per- 
formed as a Sacrifice, Man has been allowed to 
hold that necessary actions may be performed in 
this way, and so he may be said to be at the Nyaya 
stage; and, as he is allowed to believe in Sacrifice, 
Draupadi (Sacrifice) accompanies her “husbands” 
in their quest (exile). 

On the Banks op the Gang a: the Tree 
Pramana. — Man has to commence from the Nyaya 
stage of thought, and its Prakriti, regarded as the 
chief creator of life, is Ganga ; and from here he 
has to seek fcr proof of his idea of God. Corres- 
ponding to this we are told that the Pandava 
brothers (Man), accompanied by Draupadi (Sac- 
rifice), came to the banks of the Ganga (Nyaj'a), 
where there was a great banian tree called Pramana 
(Proof). 

Pramana . — The word Pramana signifies “the 
means of acquiring certain knowledge.” Each 
system of Hindu Philosophy has its own Pramanas 
or standards of evidence for acquiring this know- 
ledge. The Sankhya admits three, — Pratyaksha or 
perception by the Senses, Anumana or inference, 
and Nabda or verbal authority. Nyaya has four, — 
Pratyaksha, Anumana, Upamana, analogy or 
comparison, and Nabda. Vedanta has six, — the 
four of Nyaya and, in addition, Anupalabdhi, 
non-perception or negative proof, and Arthapatti 
or inference from circumstances (MWD.p. 685). It 
will be noted that Pratyaksha, Anumana, and 
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/Sabda are common to all, and they refer to the 
evidence of the Senses, inference, and verbal 
authority of the Vedas respectively. Of these 
the evidence of the Senses is the most 
satisfactory, and it is in its light that Man must 
get certain knowledge of God. And so the PaadaA^a 
brothers come to the banian tree called Pram/T??.a. 

105 . The Discourse of Saunaka. 

The Brahmanas Accompany the Pandavas. — 
Man has been dislodged from his position of 
Buddhi or Yoga, the highest point of tS'aivism, but 
he still aspires to regain what he has lost. Corres- 
ponding to this we are told tiiat the Brahmanas, 
who refer to Buddhi, followed the Pan'/ava brothers 
in their exile to the forest. But Man has been 
obliged to give up his position of Buddhi or Yoga, 
nor is he yet able to establish it in the light of Sac- 
rifice; and so we are told that Yudhishdiira (Buddhi) 
was unable to feed the Brahmanas. But the truth 
of Buddhi or Yoga is self-evident, and so the Brah- 
mawas offered to find food for themselves. 

Food and Sacrifice.— We have explained that 
almsgiving or offering of Food is a part of Sacrifice. 

The Discourse of Saunaka. — Man (Yudhi- 
shfhira) has been forced to admit that, in the light 
of the previous debate (Gambling Match), all 
actions must be renounced, and so he must not act 
at all. He has to be disabused of this idea, and 
that can be done only when he understands the 
whole question in the light of both the Sankhya and 
Yoga systems of thought. The conclusion of the 
previous debate had been forced on him in the 
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light of the Sankhya, and now he must review it in 
the light of Yoga. This Is personified by tlie Brah- 
mana ^aunaka, “well-ver.sed in the philosophy of 
the Soul and the Sankhya and Yoga systems of 
thought.” In the lia-hb of this Yudhishfhira 
understands that the real injunction of the Vedas 
is that “we must act, but renounce all attachment 
and egoism, abandon all motives, and subdue the 
Senses.” 

Saunaka . — Tlie word /Saunaka is derived from 
/Sunaka (MWl). p. 1093), and .S'unaka (Nn, na. ka) 
means “(.vu) going from (na) the Senses of 
Knowledge, the basis of Ny«ya, to (ka) God.” 
/Saunaka is, tlserefore, one who understands all 
systems of tln ught from Nvnya upwards, culminat- 
ing in the knowledge of Cod. He is said to be a 
Brnhmana, that is, endowed with Buddhi, the basis 
of the Yoga system of thought. He is tlius in a 
position to take Man from Nyaya to Yoga, and so 
we are told that he was a Brohmaaa, “well-versed 
in the knowledge of the .''oul and the Sankhya and 
Yoga systems of thought.” 

106. The WoESHfp of the Sun. 

Yudhtshthika’s Gkief.— But Man is not quite 
satisfied that the discours(! of uSaunaka is con- 
clusive on the subject, and he wants some clearer 
proof before he can agree ihat acts of Sacrifice 
must be peif .'rmed in the light of Buddhi. He has 
been taught that Buddhi is characterized by 
Knowledge more than Action, and he is not yet 
convinced that he can accept the other point of 
view, viz., that act of Sacrifice must be performed 
in the light of the character of Buddhi too. 
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Corresponding to this we are told that YudhishAira 
was still filled with grief because he could not feed 
and support the Brahmawas, — that is, perform acts 
of Sacrifice (feeding and supporting) in connection 
with Buddhi (Brahmawas). 

The Worship of the Sun.— Man is still at the 
Nyaya stage of thought, unable to shake off the 
belief that Prakriti is the chief creator of life, and 
so renunci<ation of actions is the final end. But he 
is reminded that the first manifest form of this 
Prakriti is Mahat or Buddhi, symbolized by the 
Sun. Let him examine the ch iracter of the Sun and 
see for himself how, though so far away, the Sun 
yet creates different forms of life on our planet 
Earth. It is the same in its action to all, its course 
is well-ordered, and it acts for the benefit of Life 
itself. This is Sacrifice, and so we might say that 
the Sun creates through Sacrifice. The idea of all 
Action in the light of Buddhi, symbolized by the 
Sun, must be exactly the same. In other words, if 
we agree that the action of the Sun is characterized 
by Sacrifice, we must hold that we have to act in a 
spirit of Sacrifice in the light of Buddhi symbolized 
by the Sun. Corresponding to this we are told that 
Dhaumya asked Yudhish/hira to worship the Sun 
in his hundred and eight names, which describe the 
various phenomena and functions of the Sun. 

The Names of the Sun.— We have explained 
that Dhaumya comprehends the whole range of 
iS’aivism, with Buddhi for its highest point of 
thought, and Buddhi is symbolized by the Sun. 

The hundred and eight names of the Sun make 
a very interesting study, but it would take too 
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long to examine their idea in any detail. It is 
enough to state that they describe the character 
of the Sun and its different functions in connection 
with the heavenly bodies and specially our planet 
Earth. 

The Sun is Gratified with Yudhishthiba. 
Man is now satisfied that the Sun is characterized 
by Sacrifice. In other words, the Sun gives light 
and life alike to all, without selfishness or desire, 
and that is its Sacrifice. Corresponding to this we 
are told that Yudhish/hira worshipped the Sun, 
and the latter was gratified and provided him with 
Food (expressive of Sacrifice) for all the twelve 
years of his exile. 

107. Draupadi and the Boon of the Sun. 

Draupadi and the Boon of the Sun. — All 
Action, to be truly creative, must be performed as 
a Sacrifice. Hence the Food produced by the Sun 
can be creative only if it is in the keeping of 
Draupadi (Sacrifice). Again, there is no end to 
actions performed as a Sacrifice. They cannot be 
exhausted, nor do they exhaust the doer of such 
deeds. Corresponding to this w'e are told that the 
Sun presented a copper vessel to Yudhishihira and 
said that so long as Draupadi (Sacrifice) held it, 
the food (creative energy) in it would be 
inexhaustible. 

108. The Forest of Kamyaka. 

The Forest of Kamyaka. — Man was at the 
Nyaya stage at the beginning of his quest, and now 
he has understood the idea of Sacrifice of the Sun, 
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symbolic of Mahat or Buddhi, the highest manifest 
form of Prakriti in this system. In other words, he 
may be said to have grasped the fullest idea of 
Sacrifice in this sj'stcm, and that takes him to the 
next higher system, viz., the Vai.veshika, based on 
the idea of the Mind, characterized by Desire 
(MM. I, 281, n. 7). Man may, therefore, be said to 
have passed out of Nyaya and entered the 
Vai.seshika; and corresponding to this we are told 
that the Pandfava brothers (Man) went away from 
the banks of the Gtinga (Nyuya), came to 
Kurukshetra, and then entered the Forest of 
Kamyaka. 

Kurukshetra. — We have explained that 
Kurukshetra (Kuru, kshetra) means “the impera- 
tive necessity of performing actions.” In other 
words, wlien we say that the Pandava brothers 
came to Kurukshetra, it means that they realized 
that actions wliich are imperatively necessary must 
be performed. The idea of the Battle of 
Kurukshetra is exactly the same. The hosts of 
Kauravas and Paadavas met there and it was this 
that they all admitted. This will be explained 
its proper place. 

Knmyaka Forest . — The word Katnyaka is 
derived from Kama, and means “characterized by 
Desire.” We have shown that Desire refers to the 
Mind, on which the Vaiseshika system is based 
(MM.II,l40,5eg'.). When it is said that the Paadavas 
passed from the banks of the Ganga to the 
Kamyaka Foresc, it really means that they passed 
out of Nyaya (Ganga) into the Vaiseshika 
(Kamyaka Forest), and this happens when they 
understand the idea of Sacrifice in Nyaya more 
completely. 



CHAPTER XVIII 


IN THE K^MYAKA FOREST 
OR 

THE CHARACTER AND SCOPE OF THE 
VAISfESHIKA 


109. Thf) of Vidura and K/ish/m. 1 10. Tho Worship of 

K/'ishna. 111. The Cause of the Pa^/^/avas* Misfortune. 112. The 
Departure of Krishna, Subhadra, and Abhiinanyu. 


A Summary. 

Man has risen from Nyaya to the Vakeshika, 
and understands that it is a meeting place of all 
principal systems of Philosophy, and a stepping 
stone to Vaishnavism. (The Visit of Vidura and 
Krislma). 

He now gets an idea of the god of Vaishnavism, 
and understands how Prana is the vehicle of the 
Soul, and when it is filled with the idea of God, 
it may be identified with the Soul itself. He also 
sees that Sacrifice culminates in the idea of God 
as the sole supreme creator of the universe. (The 
Worship of Krishna). 

He realizes that no one can prove the existence 
of God as the chief creator of the universe if he 
accepts the position of an atheist or an agnostic 
first of all. (The Cause of the Pant^avas’ Mis- 
fortune). 
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He is conscious that he has only understood 
the character of the Mind so far, and has yet to 
grasp the character of Egoism, Buddhi, and the 
Soul, — all of which are higher than the Mind. 
(The Departure of Krishna, Suhhadra and Abhi- 
manyu). 

109. The Visit of Viduba and Krishna. 

The Visit of Viditra and Krishna.— Man has 
passed from Nyaya into the Vaiseshika, and it is 
necessary for him to understand the character of 
this system as a meeting place of all principal 
systems of Philosophy and Religion. It is the 
highest point of Buddhism and Jainism (Sankhya- 
Nyaya-Vaiseshika), the centre of /Saivism (Yoga- 
Vaiseshika-Nyaya), and the lower limit of Vaishnav- 
ism (Vedanta- Yoga- Vai.seshika); and if we under- 
stand the character and scope of the Vaiseshika, 
we can grasp the essence of all these systems of 
thought. Further, we see that the Vaiseshika 
enables us to understand the idea of God in all 
these systems. Corresponding to this we are told 
that Vidura and Krishna came to see the Pawc?avas 
in the Forest of Karayaka, and we have seen that 
Vidura personifies the Vaiseshika in all its three 
aspects, and Krishna is the supreme deity of 
Vaishnavism, he.ving the Vaiseshika for its lower 
limit of thought, on which its Dualistic school is 
based (MM. Ill, 316-318). 

Krishna Threatens to Destroy the Kaura- 
VAS. — Krishna is the sole supreme creator of the 
universe, and it is easy for him to assign Prakriti 
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and all those who believe in Prakrtti as the 
chief creator of life to their proper place, for he is 
the creator of all. Corresponding to this we 
are told that Krishna (God) threatened to destroy 
(assign to Prakriti) Duryodhana, Karwa, /Sakuni, 
and Dn^sasana, — all of whom hold that Prakriti is 
the chief creator of life. 

Slaughter or Death — We have explained that 
“slaughter” or “death” means “assigning to Pra- 
kriti,” or showing that a person believes in Prakriti 
rather than God. 

110. The Worship OF Krishna. 

Ar.)una Worships Krishna. — Man has under- 
stood the Vaiseshika as a meeting place of all 
principal systems of Religion, and so he has grasped 
the idea of Krishna, the supreme deity of Vaish- 
navism. As the idea of God corresponds to that 
of the Soul in each system of’ thought (MM. II, 
128), Arjuna, who personifies Prana as the vehicle 
of the Soul, worships Krishna as the sole supreme 
creator of the universe. 

Arjuna and Krishna. — Prana or Breath is the 
vehicle of the Soul, and when it is filled with the 
idea of God, it may be identified with the Soul 
itself. Then, as we have seen, the idea of God 
corresponds to that of the Soul. Man has grasped 
the idea of God in Vaishnavism, and so Krishna 
says to Arjuna (Prana or Soul) “You are mine, 
and as I am yours. You are from me, and I am 
from you.” 
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Dbaupadi Worships Krishna. — The idea of 
God is born out of Sacrifice, and it culminates in 
the idea of God in Vedanta. The more we 
believe in Sacrifice, the more we believe in 
God; and if we hold that all life is nothing 
but Sacrifice, we get the idea of God in pure Ved- 
anta, creating the universe as a supreme act of Sacri- 
fice (MM. II, 181-182). Draupadi is this Sacrifice, 
leading to Krishna or God, and so she is called 
Krishna (MM. IV, 153). Hence she worships 
Krishna, the supreme creator of the universe. 

111. The Cause of the Pandavas’ Misfortune. 

The Cause op the Pandavas’ Misfortune. — 
We have seen that the reason why Yudhish^hira 
lost the debate (game) was because he had agreed 
at the very start that the idea of God as a creator 
might be excluded from the discussion. Corres- 
ponding to this Krishna tells Yudhishihira that had 
he (Krishna) been in Dvaraka, that misfortune 
would not have befallen him (Yudhishfhira). In 
other words, if Yudhishihira had held that the idea 
of God (Krishna) abides in the functions of the 
Senses of Knowledge and Action conceived as a 
Sacrifice (Dvaraka), he would not have lost. 

Dvaraka . — The idea of Dvaraka as expressive 
of the creative functions of the Senses of Know- 
ledge and Action has already been explained 
(MM. IV, 176). 

112. The Departure of Krishna, Subhadra 
AND AbHIMANYU. 

The Departure of Krishna, Subhadra and 
Abhimanyu. — Man has grasped the idea of the 
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Mind, the basis of the Vaiseshika, from ail points 
of view. But he has to remember that there are 
other energies higher than the Mind, which too he 
must understand. These are Egoism, Buddhi, and 
the Soul; and, as he has not yet understood their 
character properly, we are told that Krishna, 
Subhadra, and Abhimanyu, having stayed with the 
Pandavas for some time, took leave and departed. 

Krishna, Subhadra, and Abhimanyu . — We have 
explained that Krishna is the supreme Soul, 
Subhadra is Prakriti, having Buddhi for its highest 
manifest energy, and Abhimanyu is Egoism or 
Abhimana. 



CHAPTER XIX 


THE FOREST OF DVAITA 
OR 

THE PROGRESS OF MAN 
FROM VAI5ESHIKA TO YOGA 

113. The Forest of Dvaita. 114. The Discourse of Draupad/, 
115. The Advice of Vy^sa. 

A SUMMAEY. 

After Man haa understood the character of the 
Mind, the basis of the Vaiseshika, in all its aspects, 
he can easily pass on to Buddhi, the basis of the 
Yoga system of thought. (The Forest of Dvaita). 

But, though Man has once again attained to 
Yoga, he is not quite sure of his position. Once 
before too he had attained to Yoga, but failed to 
make a stand against atheism and agnosticism (lost 
the Gambling Match). He fears that he is in no 
better position now. (The Discourse of Draupadi 
and her inability to convince Yudhishihira). 

He finds that the conception of Buddhi or Yoga 
is not satisfactory, and so he must examine all 
systems of thought, from Sankhya to Yoga, in the 
light of Yoga-Vedanta, or qualified Monism, where 
Buddhi is, for practical purposes, identified with 
the Soul. (The Advice of Vyasa). 
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113. The Forest of Dvaita. 

From Kamyaka to Dvaita Forest.— Man has 
understood the scope and character of the Mind, 
the basis of the Vaiseshika and a meeting place of 
all principal systems of thought. The Vaiseshika, 
as the lower limit of Vaishnavism, holds that God 
and Nature are joint creators of life, but the 
share of God is greater than that of Nature. This 
is exactly the position of Yoga, based on Buddhi, 
the highest limit of iSaivism. Thus, if Man under- 
stands the Vai.seshika in all its aspects, he grasps 
the idea of Buddhi as the highest limit of ^S'aivism; 
and so we might say that he has passed out of the 
Vaiseshika into Yoga as the highest point of SaW- 
ism. Corresponding to this we are told that the 
Panf^avas left the Kamyaka Forest (Vaiseshika) 
and came to the Forest of Dvaita, which refers to 
the Yoga system of thought. 

Dvaita Forest . — The word Dvaita is derived 
from Dvai, which is a Vnd(ihi or elongated form 
of Dvi (MVVD. p. 507); and Dvi (D,v,i) means “(i) 
the Mind associated with (v) Prakriti and (d) 
Sacrifice.” 

We have seen that it is by means of Sacrifice 
that we rise from a lower to a higher system, and 
so the Sacrifice of the Mind leads to the next 
higher energy, Buddhi, the basis of Yoga. Hence 
Dvaita refers to Buddhi or the Yoga system of 
thought. The Vandavas pass out of Kamyaka 
Forest or the Vaiseshika s^^stem, and enter the 
Dvaita Forest or the Yoga system of thought. 

W^e notice that we get a reference to Prakriti in 
connection with the word Dvaita. This is a 
necessary caution, because this idea of Buddhi as 
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the basis of Yoga in A^aivism is still associated 
with Prakriti, and we give a place to it as a 
creator of life. It is not the same as that of Yoga- 
Vedanta, where Buddhi is, for practical purposes, 
identified with the Soul, giving us Visishtodvaita 
or qualified Monism in Vaishnavism, where 
Prakriti is a mere spectator of the work of God 
who alone creates. 

114. The Discourse of Dbaupadi. 

The Discourse of Draupadi. — Man has once 
again attained to Yoga as the highest point of 
ASaivism. But can he be certain that he would be 
able to maintain that God is the chief creator of 
the universe as taught in this system? He had been 
established in Yoga once before, and yet he failed 
in the discussion with the Sankhya (^Sakuni). Yoga 
is based on Buddhi, and the chief character of 
Buddhi is generally believed to be Knowledge and 
not Action. How then can he believe that the end 
of life is Action and not Knowledge (renunciation 
of Action)? Corresponding to this we are told that 
Yudhishfhira (Buddhi) was filled with many doubts, 
and Draupadi (Sacrifice) tried to rouse him to 
Action, but in vain. 

115. The Advice of Vyasa. 

The Advice of Vyasa. — We see that Buddhi, 
the basis of Yoga and the highest point of A^aivism, 
is not a sure guide, and Man must needs examine 
life in the light of a higher energy, and that is the 
Soul. But the Soul is unmanifest, and he must be 
sure of his ground and satisfy his Reason too. Let 
him, therefore, examine all life in the light of the 
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Soul identified, for all practical purposes, with 
Buddhi (MM 1,67). This gives us Visishtodvaita or 
qualified Monism, according to which we hold that 
it is God who creates and Nature is but a spectator 
of his work. This is the advice of Vyasa who, as 
we have seen (MM. IV,7-8, 24-26), personifies Buddhi 
in its own character and as identified for practical 
purposes with the Soul. He advises that Arjuna 
(Soul) should acquire the weapons of Mahendra 
(Indra), Rudra, Varu^^a, Kuvera, and Yama; that 
is to say, the Soul (Arjuna) should examine life 
(acquire weapons) in the light of different systems 
of thought personified by these deities. 

Mahendra . — Mahendra is Indra, the deity of 
Buddhi, identified for practical purposes with the 
Soul (MM.IV, 85). 

Rudra. — Rudra, (Siva or Mahadeva is the deity 
of iShivism. 

Varuna . — Vanma is the deity of Water or 
Prakriti, and the Vedic original of the Sankhya 
system of thought. 

Kuvera and Yama . — Kuvera refers to the 
Vai.seshika, and Yama to the Nyuya system of 
thought (MM.IV, 214). 

Back to Kamvaka.— Man has to understand all 
life in the light of Yoga-Vedanta, Vi-fishtodvaita or 
qualified Monism, This, as we have seen, is a part 
of Vaishnavism or Vai eshika-Yoga-Vedonta. Man 
has attained to Yoga as the highest limit of 
^aivism, and that is the Dvaita Forest. This 
corresponds to the Vaiseshika of Vaishnavism, and 
that is the Kamyaka Forest. As Man has to study 
Vaishnavism now, he must begin at the bottom of 
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the scale, and so he must get to the Vaiseshika as 
the lower limit of this system. Thus he must go 
from Dvaita to Kamyaka Forest, and that is the 
advice of Vyosa. 

Kamyaka and Sarasvati. — We are told that 
the Kamyaka Forest was on the banks of the 
Sarasvati. We have seen that Sarasvati personifies 
Prakriti or the physical energy of the Heart, on 
which the idea of the Sankhya is based (MM. I, 
347-348). Man has to study Vaishnavism now, 
which holds, in the light of Vedanta, that God is 
the creator of Prakriti itself; and so Man must 
grasp the idea of Prakriti (Sarasvati) in the light 
of this system, commencing at the bottom of the 
scale, viz., the Vaiseshika or the Kamyaka Forest. 
Hence the Kamyaka Forest is said to be situated 
on the banks of the Sarasvati, 

Prati-Smrttt. — In this connection it might be 
of interest to note that Vyasa is said to have 
imparted the knowledge of Prati-Smriti to 
Yudhish^hira. Now Prati-Smriti means “(Prati) 
concerning (Smriti) Smriti” or posfc-Vedic sacred 
literature, specially relating to the Soul (MM.I, 
430-431). Man has to realize that Buddhi in itself 
is not enough, and he must understand all life in 
the light of the Soul, having Smriti, memory and 
consciousness for its special characteristics. 



CHAPTER XX 


THE MISSION OF ARJUNA 
OR 

MAN ATTAINS TO YOGA-VEDANTA 
OR QUALIFIED MONISM 

116. The Mission of Arjuna. 117. 5iva and Arjuna. 118. The 
Gifts of the Gods. 119. In the City of Indra. 

A Summary. 

Man has attained to Yoga as the highest point 
of jS'aivism, but he needs to understand its charac- 
ter in Vaishnavism too. Buddhi in that system is, 
for practical purposes, regarded as identical with 
the Soul, and Yoga, based on Buddhi, gives us 
qualified Monism, where we believe that God is the 
supreme creator of the universe and Nature is but 
a spectator of his work. (The Mission of Arjuna). 

But we cannot attain to Vaishnavism except 
through /Saivism, and so it is necessary for Man to 
understand the latter system completely. (/Siva 
and Arjuna). 

/Saivism includes Buddhism and the latter 
system is closely allied to Jainism; and so when 
Man understands the character of /Saivism, he 
grasps that of Buddhism and Jainism too. (The 
Gifts of the Gods). 
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After this he is in a position to understand the 
character of qualified Monism or Yoga-Vedanta. 
Then he comprehends the character of the Soul 
(Arjuna learns Dancing and Music) as neither 
male nor female (Urva.si curses Arjuna), and that 
completes his knowledge of this system of thought. 

116. The Mission of Arjuna. 

Arjuna seeks Indra. — Man has been estab- 
lished in Yoga as the highest point of /S'aivism, but 
he is not satisfied and finds it necessary to under- 
stand a higher system of thought, and that is 
Vaishnavism. The point of view of Buddhi in 
.Saivism is the same as that of the Mind in Vai- 
shnavism and, beginning with this, Man desires to 
understand the character of Buddhi in the latter 
system, where Buddhi is, for practical purposes, 
identified with the Soul, giving us Yoga-Vedc?nta or 
qualified Monism. Corresponding to this we are 
told that Arjuna went in search of Indra, the deity 
of Yoga-Vedanta, and desired to understand his 
system of thought. 

Yoga-Vedanta or Visishtadvaita . — We have 
explained that Yoga-Vedanta is Vi.fishtadvaita or 
qualified Monism (MM. II, 260-261), and have 
shown that Indra is the deity of this system. 

The Request of Arjuna. — Arjuna comes up 
to Indra and asks for his weapons ; and we have 
pointed cut that ‘‘weapons” refer to instruments 
of action in a system of thought, Arjuna wants, 
therefore, to know the character of Action in Yoga- 
Vedanta or qualified Monism personified by Indra, 
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The Reply op Indea.— We have seen that we 
can rise to Vaislmavism only through /Saivism, and 
when we grasp the character of Buddhi in the latter 
system, we attain to the idea of the Mind in the 
former. Then we can understand the character of 
Buddhi in Vaishnavism, — identified for practical 
purposes with the Soul. Corresponding to this we 
are told that Indra asked Arjuna to meet /Siva and 
secure his weapons (understand the character of 
Action in his system) before coming up to him 
(Indra). 


117. Siva and Apv.juna. 

The Death of Mijka. — T he religion of Maha- 
deva corresponds to Yoga-Vaiseshika-Nynya, but 
it is essentially baaed on the character of the Mind 
(Vaiseshika), according to which we hold that 
Purusha and Prakriti are joint creators of life. 
Nyaya, based on the character of the Senses of 
Knowledge, is the lowest point of this system, 
according to which we believe tliat Purusha and 
Prakriti are joint creators of life, but the share of 
Prakrit! is more than that of God. This corres- 
ponds to the Vaiseshika of Buddhism (Vaiseshika- 
Nyaya), and the Nyaya of this system, holding 
that God is a mere spectator of Prakriti, has little 
in common with the Nyoya of /Saivism. Thus, we 
can grasp the character of /Saivism and its relation 
to Buddhism only if we understand the character 
of Nyaya in the two systems; and, as Man has 
understood the whole range of /Saivism, we are 
told that both Arjuna and Mahadeva “slew'’ 
Mwka at the game time; and this means that 
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they uuderstood the character of Nyaya in both 
Buddhism and /Saivism. 

• 

Mulca . — Mttka (M,w,ka) means “(ka) Prakriti 
as the first creative energy of life {u) woven with 
(m) the Senses of Knowledge.” Mwka personifies, 
therefore, Nyaya, based on the Senses of Know- 
ledge, corresponding to which we have the 
Hinayana school of Buddhism, holding that 
Prakriti is the chief creator of life. It is this that 
has to be distinguished from the Nyaya of 
/Saivism, and .so Maka is “slain” or “assigned to 
Prakriti” by both Arjuna and xSiva at the same 
time, for both of them understand the character 
of Nyaya alike. 

The Fight Between Siva and Arjuna. — Man 
has to show that he has understood the character 
of jSaivism, and corresponding to this we are told 
that S'iva and Arjuna “fought” or had an 
argument together. The discussion relates to the 
character of the Senses and of Action in general; 
and corresponding to this it is said that they 
fought with arrows, and then had a hand to hand 
fight. Then Mahadeva explains to Arjuna that he 
cannot comprehend the true character of Action 
except in the light of consciousness and the energy 
of the Heart, both of which are associated with 
the Soul; and corresponding to this we are told 
that Arjuna exhausted all his arrows on ^Siva, and 
the latter deprived him of his consciousness in a 
hand to hand fight. 

An Arrow . — The word for an Arrow in the text 
is jSara (*9a,ra), which means “(ra) the Senses of 
Action associated with (.sa) the Senses of Know- 
ledge.” 
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Hand to Hand Fight. — We have explained that 
Hands are the special instruments of Action 
(MM. 1, 70), and so a hand to hand “fight” refers 
to an argument regarding the instruments of 
Action. 

The Bow Gandiva. — Arjuna discharges arrows 
from his bow Gandiva, which, as we have 
explained, refers to the form and functions of the 
Heart, and the two inexhaustible quivers of 
arrows are the in-coming and out going Breath 
(MM. IV, 198). Arjuna is “fighting” or arguing in 
the light of this energy of the Heart, holding that 
it is this that is the mainspring of Action. 

Siva Deprives him of his Consciousness . — 
Mahadeva explains to Arjuna that this physical 
energy of the Heart, personified by the bow 
Gandiva, and his arrows, is not the only cause of 
Action, and that even more important than that 
is Consciousness, which he has forgotten to 
emphasize. Corresponding to this we are told that 
he deprived Arjuna of his consciousness in a hand 
to hand fight (argument relating to the character 
of Action). 

We have seen that self-consciousness is a 
special characteristic of the Soul. Now it is some- 
times said that it is Prana or Breath, the energy 
of Action, that performs All actions. Mahadeva 
points out that Prana is the vehicle of the Soul, 
which is characterized by self-consciousness; and 
it is this consciousness that is the mainspring of 
Action. In other words. Prana cannot act unless 
directed by the Soul; and so we niight say that it 
is the Soul that acts through its vehicle Prana. 
Unless Arjuna understands the real cause of 
Action, viz., consciousness of the Soul, he cannot 
grasp the idea of Action in the light of Buddhi, 
the basis of Yoga-Vedanta, where Buddhi is, for 
practical purposes, identified with the Soul. But 
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if he understands that it is the self-consciousness 
of the Soul that is the original cause of Action, 
then, if Buddhi be identified with the Soul, we 
must agree that Buddhi too is characterized by 
Action and not Knowledge alone. 

Consciousness and Ahamkara . — This conscious- 
ness is really I-ness, which in Sanskrit is called 
Ahamkara, and is conceived as a special character- 
istic of the Soul. When, however, the Soul has 
not attained to pure Vedanta, and regards 
Prakriti as a separate entity distinct from God, 
this Ahamkara is transformed into Abhimana or 
Egoism when the S'Uil associates itself with the 
objects of life. This is the idea of Abhimanyu, 
the son of Arjuna, as we have explained. 

The E:iU'AL[TY of Stva and Arjuna.— Man has 
understood the religion of Mahadeva, and so we 
are told that (S'iva recognized the power of Arjuna 
as equal to his own, and granted him his irresist- 
ible “weapons.” Then Arjuna worshipped Maha- 
deva as equal to Vish7iu, and we have explain'd 
how the two can be identified (iMM. II, 250-268). 

The Request of Arjuna. — Man has under- 
stood the character of /Saivism and also its 
connection with Buddhism and Jainism on the 
one hand, and Vaishiiavism on the other. He 
thinks that he should now be in a position to 
overcome the protagonists of Buddhism and 
Jainism in a debate; and corresponding to this we 
are told that Arjuna requested Mahadeva to grant 
him the Brahmasira weapon by means of which 
he might be able to defeat Bhishraa, Drorea, Kripa 
and Kama in “battle.” 
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Brahmasira Weapon . — We have explained that 
Brahmasira means “tne Knowledge of Brahma,” 
the supreme deity of Buddhism and Jainism. 
It is by means of argument relating to 
Action (weapon) in connection with the knowledge 
of Buddhism and Jainism (Brahmasira), examined 
in the light of ^Saivism (weapon granted by (Siva), 
that Arjuna hopes to overcome the advocates of 
Buddhism and Jainism (his opponents). 

Pasupata Weapon. — As Man has grasped the 
character of /Saivism, Mahadeva gives him his 
Pasupata weapon. 

Pasupata . — The word Pasupata it is derived 
from Pasupati (MWI). p. 623) and Pasu- 
pati (Pa, s, u, pati) means “(pati) lord of 
(u) the Senses of Knowledge associated with 
(s) the Senses of Knowledge and (pa) the objects 
of the Senses.” The Senses of Knowledge refer to 
Nyaya, and the obj.cts of the Senses of Knowledge 
and Action to Sankhya-Nyaya; and so their lord 
or “Pati” is the Mind above the Senses. Pasupati 
or Pasupata refers, therefore, to the Mind 
and the Senses of Knowledge and Action, corres- 
ponding to which we have Vaiseshika-Nyaya- 
Sankhya or Buddhism and Jainism over Avhich 
Brahma presides. It is this knowledge that Maha- 
deva gives to Arjuna. 

Gandiva . — Mahadeva is also said to have given 
the great bow Gandiva to Arjuna. We have seen 
that Agni also gave him a bow of the same name, 
and it refers to the form and functions of the 
Heart. The idea here is exactly the same, and it 
means that Mahadeva explained to him the form 
and functions of the Heart with special reference 
to Consciousness, the source of all Action, which 
Arjuna had not understood before. 
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118 . The Gifts of the Gods. 

The Gifts of the Gods. — Man has so far under- 
stood the character of Buddhi, Mind, and the 
Senses of Knowledge and Action, — everything in 
fact except the relation of Buddhi to the Soul and 
the nature of Consciousness, — and this he has to 
learn from Indra, the deity of qualified Monism or 
Yoga-Vedanta. Corresponding to this the deities 
of the different systems, associated with these 
energies, offer their gifts to Arjuna to mark the 
progress he has made. 

The Gifts of Mahadeva and Varuna . — We have 
explained the idea of Pasupata weapon and the 
bow Gandiva which Mahadeva gave to Arjuna, 

Varu«.a is the deity of Prakriti of the Sankhya, 
and he gives a Pasa or “noose” which explains the 
connection between Sankhya and Nyaya systems 
of thought. The word Pasa (P, a, sa) means “(sa) 
the Senses of Knowledge (a) associated with (p) 
the objects of the Senses;” and, as the former are 
the basis of Nyaya and the latter refer to both San- 
khya and Nyaya, here we get the association 
between the two systems. 

The Gift of Kuvera . — Kuvera is the deity of the 
Mind (MM. IV, 214), and explains the connection 
of the Senses of Knowledge and the Mind with the 
Heart, the chief energy of life; and that is his 
Antardhana (Antar, dh, a, na) weapon, meaning 
“(na) the Senses of Knowledge (a) leading to (dh) 
the Mind associated with (antar for antara) the 
Heart,” 

The Gift of Yama. — Yama, the deity of Nyaya 
(MM. IV, 214), tells him of the essential idea of 
Sacrifice, which we get for the first time in this 
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system. That is his DantZa (D, d^nda) or “mace”, 
meaning “(awc?a, ‘egg, semen virile’) the source 
or energy of (d) Sacrifice.” Yama is said to be the 
god of Ju,stice, because he is the presiding deity of 
Nyaya, which also means Justice. 

119. In the City of IndrxV. 

In the City of Indr a. — Man has now to 
understand the connection between Buddhi and 
and the Soul which may, for practical purposes, 
be identified. He must know that Prawa or 
Breath is the vehicle of the Soul; that when Prana, 
the energj^ of Action, is filled with the idea of 
God, it is identified with the Soul; that the Soul 
dwells in the Heart and is characterized by Con- 
sciousness which is the source of all Action; and that 
if Buddhi, the first manifestation of the Soul and 
the energy of the Heart, be identified with the 
Soul, it will come to be associated with Action and 
not Knowledge as it is supposed to be. In other 
words, Arjuna (Prana) must now understand his 
own character, and this can be done by means of 
Pranayama or Breath-control, which enables us 
to realize the nature of Prana or Breath, by 
means of control of the different functions of life, 
ending in self-consciousness, the special character- 
istic of the Soul. In other words, Man may be said 
to engage in Breath-control, and it is this that 
corresponds to the City of Indra. 

Arjuna and Chitr arena. — Arjuna has to 
grasp the idea of Yoga- Vedanta or qualified 
Monism, which is a part of Vaishnavism or Vedan- 
ta-Yoga-Vaiseshika. He must begin at the bottom 
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of the scale, and that is the Mind, the basis of the 
Vai.seshika. In other words, he mnst examine the 
connection of Prciwa with the Mind, and that, as 
we have seen, gives us Imagination (MM. IV, 186). 
Man must, therefore, know what Imagination has 
to teach, and that is Chitrasena, appointed to in- 
struct Arjuna in the City of Indra. 

Ghitrasena . — The word Chitrasena (Chitra, 
sena) means “(sena) the body of (chitra) images or 
pictures,” that is. Imagination. Chitrasena or 
Imagination instructs Frana or Arjuna; and this 
means that in order to understand its own charac- 
ter Pratta, the vehicle of the Soul, must use its 
Imagination, for in this case all other means 
of knowledge are of little avail. It must retire 
into itself and practise Prawayama or Breath- 
control, and then alone will it grasp its own 
nature. 

Arjuna Learns Dancing and Music.— Man has 
to understand the true character of Prana or 
Breath, the vehicle of the Soul, and the chief 
function of Breath is to move through the body 
and sustain life. Now all Motion is characteristic 
of Ether, and so also is Sound (MM. I. 38; 149-150), 
and Prana li as both Motion and Sound. As it is 
the vehicle of the Soul, the latter is said to be 
seated in the Ether of the Heart (SBE. XV, 163, 
179). Now Dancing is the harmony of Motion, 
and Music of Sound; and the Soul, to grasp the 
character of Prana, must know both of these. 
Corresponding to this we are told that Arjuna 
(Prana or Soul) learnt dancing and music from 
Chitrasena (Imagination). In other words, the 
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Soul (Arjuna) learnt, by using its Imagination 
(Chitrasena), the character of the motion and 
sound of Prana as it functions through the body. 

Aejuna and Urvasi.— After the Soul (Arjuna) 
has understood the nature and functions of Prana, 
it realizes its own character as devoid of all sex, as 
neither male nor female, — “neither man nor 
woman,” as it is said in the Upanishads (SBE. I, 
23). Still it is necessary for Man to understand 
the character of his association with Prakriti 
(Woman) too; and so we are told that the nymph 
Urvasi approached Arjuna at the instance of Indra 
to teach him the art of mixing with women (forms 
of Prakriti). But the Soul has realized that it is 
sexless, and that its contact with Prakriti or the 
forms of manifest life is not really physical; and 
so Arjuna keeps away from Urvasi. 

The Curse op Urvasi. — But, if the Soul has 
really understood its own character as sexless, it 
must live as such and prove that it is so; and 
corresponding to this we are told that Urvasi 
“cursed” Arjuna, saying that he should have to 
live among women (forms of Prakriti), but as one 
of the neuter sex, deprived of his manhood. 

Urvasi . — Urvasi (U, r, vasi for vasa, MWD. p. 
929) means “(woman, symbolic of Prakriti) Prakriti 
(vasa) controlling (r) the Senses of Action and (u) 
of Knowledge.” She is thus the Prakriti of 
Sankhya-Nyaya or the two schools of Jainism 
based on the character of the Senses of Knowledge 
and Action. 

A Curse . — We have explained that a “curse” 
means that the person “cursed” must make himself 
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manifest or take birth (MM. IV, 30-31). Manifest- 
ation or birth is believed to be a curse in Buddh- 
ism and Jainism, and, as Urvas^ is Prakrit! of 
Jainism, and bids Arjuna make himself manifest 
in the light of his own character, she “curses” him. 

The Puru Race . — Arjuna worships Urvasi as the 
mother of the Puru race. The word is also written 
as Puru (MWD. p. 637), and Puru (P, u, r, u) 
means “(u) weaving together (r) the Senses of 
Action and (u) of Knowledge with (p) their 
objects.” As Sankhya and Nyaya are based on 
the character of the Senses of Knowledge and 
Action, Urva^i, as the mother of the Puru race, may 
be said to be the origin (mother) of these systems 
of thought; and we have seen that she is the Pra- 
kriti of these systems herself. 



CHAPTER XXT 


THE PILGRIMAGE OE THE PAADAVAS 

OR 

SELF-REALIZATION OF BUDDHI, 
MIND AND THE SENSES 

120. The Pilgrimage of the VandAvas. 121. The Help of Gha/ot- 
kaoha. 122. The Celestial Lotus. 123. Bh/ma and Han^^ra^n. 124. 
Bh/ma and the Lotus. 125. Absorption in Yoga. 126. The Return 

of Arjuiia. 

A Summary. 

We have explained that Man has to understand 
the character of his Soul in relation to Buddhi 
(Yoga-Vedauta or qualified Monism) and, for this 
purpose, has to grasp the nature of Consciousness 
and practise Prara-zyama or Breath-control, so that 
the Soul might retire into itself and realize its true 
character. Now it might be asked, what happens 
to the body and its remaining faculties, when the 
Soul retires into itself in this way ? The reply is 
that in such a state the remaining faculties viz., 
Buddhi, Mind and the Senses, also realize their 
nature and attain to the highest end. (The Pil- 
grimage of the Panrfavas). 

But, if in the course of this Prawayama or 
Breath-control, which enables us to realize our- 
selves, the Breath itself is suspended, how does 
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the body continue to exist? We are told that 
when this happens, the functions of the body and 
Mind, even those performed as a Sacrifice, cease 
(Draupadi faints away), and all the faculties are 
supported by the Ether of the Heart, which is 
linked up with the energy of the Mind. (The Help 
of Ghaiotakcha). 

The remaining faculties of Man have to realize 
their own nature from the bottom of the scale, and 
so we must commence with the Senses of Know- 
ledge and Action and the idea of Sacrifice asso- 
ciated with them. (The Celestial Lotus). 

After this is done, the Mind must realize it- 
self. (Bhima atid Hanwman). 

When this is done, we must know the con- 
nection between the Mind and the Senses of 
Knowledge and Action acting in a spirit of 
Sacrifice. (Blu'ma and the Lotus). 

When we grasp the .nature of Sacrifice in con- 
nection with the Mind, we rise to Buddhi, and 
then Buddhi can realize its real nature. (Absorp- 
tion in Yoga). 

When the different faculties which go to make 
Man realize their nature, he may be said to have 
attained to the highest reaches of knowledge 
possible to him,— and this is what one can achieve 
in the light of Buddhi, where Buddhi is, for prac- 
tical purposes, identified with the Soul. (The 
Eeturn of Arjuna). 
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120 . The Pilgrim age of the Pandavas: from 
Kamyaka to Gardhamadana. 

The Story of Nala ard Damayarti. — The 
Soul, in order to realize its nature, retires into 
the Heart, its abode, and the Breath is suspended 
and the body ceases to act. Yet the remaining 
energies of Man, his Buddhi, Mind, and Arms 
and Legs continue to exist, and in a perfect 
state each of them must realize its own character 
too. We have seen that we must always begin at 
the bottom of the scale, and that is Jainism or 
Sankhya-Nyuya, based on the character of the 
Senses of Knowledge and Action; and when we 
associate with it the idea of Sacrifice, we rise to the 
next higher stage, viz.. Buddhism. That is the 
idea of the Story of Nala and Darnayantz, — where 
we get the association of Sacrifice (Damayanti) 
with Sankhya-Nyaya, or the Senses of Knowledge 
and Action (Nala), and it is by this means that the 
latter is saved. And so we are told that in the 
absence of Arjuna the Pawdava brothers listened 
attentively to the Story of Nala and Damayanti, 
and derived great comfort from it. 

Nala . — Nala (Na, la) means “(la) the ten Senses 
associated with (na) tlie Senses of Knowledge.” 
He personifies, therefore, Sankhya-Nyaya or the 
Jaina system, based on the character of the Senses. 

Damayanti . — Damayanti (Dama, yam for yama, 
ti, i) means “(i, a sign of feminine gender) Prakriti 
(ti for iti) that is to say, characterized by (yama) 
self-control and (dama) self-restraint.” She per- 
sonifies, therefore, the idea of Dama and Yama, 
self-restraint or Sacrifice. 
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Nala and Damayanii. — Darnayanti is at first 
united with Nala, and then lost to him, and the 
two are united together once more. The idea is 
clear. Nala personifies the two schools of Jainism, 
the Digambara and A^vetambara, and the former is 
devoid of the idea of Sacrifice, while the latter 
admits of its necessity. Hence Nala (Jainism) 
may be said to have accepted the idea of Sacrifice 
(Damayanti) at one time, to have rejected it at 
another, and then to have been converted to it in 
the end. 

Nala and Damayanti and the Oambling Match 
of Y udhishthira. — The Story of Nala and Dama- 
yanti bears a close resemblance to that of 
Yudhishihira when he loses everything, including 
Draupadi (Sacrifice), in the Gambling Match. We 
get the Game of Dice in both, and in both there is 
a reference to “nakedness.” and the idea of Dama- 
yanti and Draupadi is almost the same. There 
are, however, differences of detail between the two 
stories, into which it is not necessary to go at 
present. 

Lomasa the Sage. — When Man has understood 
the idea of Sacrifice (Damayanti) in connection 
with the Senses of Knowledge and Action (Nala), 
he can rise to the next higher stage and grasp the 
idea of the Mind; and that is Lomasa the Sage, 
in whose company the Pandavas (Man) decide to 
go on a pilgrimage. 

Lomasa. — The word Lomasa is derived from 
Loman, which is a later form of Roman (MWD p. 
908); and Roman (Ra, u, man) means “(man, the 
root of Manas) the Mind associated with (u) the 
Senses of Knowledge and (ra) Action.” 

The Pilgrimage. — Man has understood the 
connection of the Mind with the Senses (Lomasa), 
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and also the idea of Sacrifice (Story of Damayanti). 
He is, therefore, in a position to attain to the next 
higher stage, that is, Buddhi ; and corresponding 
to this we are told that the Pa«c?ava brothers and 
Draupadi decided to go on a pilgrimage, which 
refers to Buddhi in association with the functions 
of the Mind. * 

The Pilgrimage. - The expression for ‘‘pilgrim- 
age to holy places” in the text is Tirtha-yatra ; 
and Tirtha (T, i, i, r, tha) means “(tha) protecting 
(r) the Senses of Action associated with (i) the 
Mind, and (i) the Mind associated with (t) the 
Senses of Action.” Tirtha signifies, therefore, the 
association of the Mind with the Senses of Action 
and vice versa. 

Yatra (Ya, atra) means “(atr«, a Vedic form of 
atra, MWD. p. 17) in (ya) Buddhi.” Yatra means 
“ in Buddhi ;” and Tirtha signifies the association 
of the Mind and the Senses of Action. The idea of 
Tirtha-yatra is that when we associate the Mind 
with the Senses of Action with a pious purpose or 
in a spirit of Sacrifice (Tirtha ', we attain to 
Buddhi or are “in Buddhi” (Yatra). 

The secondary meaning of Tirtha-yatra as 
“pilgrimage” is now clear. A man goes out to see 
sacred places, tries to study their holy associa- 
tions, and comes into contact with pious and 
learned men. In this way he gains knowledge and 
experience, culminating in Buddhi or soundness of 
judgment and peace. That is the idea of Tirtha- 
yatra or pilgrimage. 

Gandhamadana. — Thus we see that Man is 
anxious to go on a “pilgrimage” or gain knowledge 
of “the association of the Mind with the Senses of 
Action, and their connection with Buddhi,” His 
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aim is to understand the nature of Buddhi, and 
that he can do only when he has grasped the idea 
of the Sacrifice of the Mind. That is 
Gandhamadana to which he now desires to go. 

Qandhamadana . — The word Gandhamadana 
(Gam changed to gan by rules »of grammar, 
dham,a,da,na) means “(na) the Senses of Know- 
ledge associated with (da) Sacrifice (a) leading to 
(dham or dha) the Mind (gam for ga) having 
motion.” 

Gandhamadana signifies, therefore, the asso- 
ciation cf Sacrifice with the Senses of Knowledge 
and the Mind; and it is this that leads to Buddhi 
as we have explained. The different energies of 
Man (Panc^ava brothers) desire to understand their 
own true nature, and this they can do only when 
they attain to Buddhi or Gandhamadana* 

121. The Help or Ghatotkacha. 

The Help of Ghatotkacha. — The Prana of 
Man, the vehicle of the Soul (Arjuna), is centred 
within the Heart and the breath is suspended. 
The remaining energies of Man are desirous of 
knowing their own true character too; but the 
question is how can they exist when breath itself 
is suspended ? The body cannot perform even the 
most necessary actions (Sacrifice) in this state, and 
corresponding to this we are told that Draupadi 
(Sacrifice of the Mind and the Senses and their 
objects) fainted away. But even when the breath 
is suspended, the body continues to live, supported 
by the energy of the Mind and the Ether of the 
Heart, corresponding to which we have the Senses 
of Knowledge and Action. That is Ghafotkacha 
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(MM. IV, 144); and so we are told that he and his 
attendants carried Draupadi and the Pawtiava 
brothers on their pilgrim way. 

122. The Celestial Lotus. 

The Celestial Lotus. — The different energies 
of Man have to realize themselves, and in this 
connection we have always to begin at the bottom 
of the scale. Man must know the character of the 
Senses of Knowledge and Action and their creative 
and selfless action or Sacrifice, and then he will be 
able to grasp the character of the Mind, and 
finally of Buddhi or attain to Gandhamadana. 
The Sacrifice of the Senses is personified by the 
Celestial Lotus seen by Draupadt; and, as the idea 
of this Sacrifice can be grasped by the Mind, she 
asks Bhi’ma (the Mind of Man) to get some more 
of these flowers for her. 

The Lotus . — The word for Lotus in the text is 
Padma {Pa,d,ma), meaning “(rna) the Senses of 
Knowledge associated with (d) Sacrifice and (pa) 
the objects of the Senses.” The Lotus signifies, 
therefore, the Sacrifice of the Senses and their 
objects, and it is this that leads to the idea of the 
Mind. Hence it covers the whole range of thought 
from Vaweshika and Nyaya to the Sankhya, on 
which Buddhism and Jainism are based and over 
which Brahma presides; and it is for this reason 
that the Lotus is said to be an emblem of Brahma 
(MBh. Anu.P.XIII,xiv,229; MM.II, Chapter XI). 

123. Bhima and Hanuman. 

The Quest of Bhima. — Each energy of Man 
must realize itself. Draupadi has done so by 
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getting the Celestial Lotus, the symbol of 
Sacrifice, for herself. Now Bhima, the emblem of 
the Mind of Man, must understand the nature of 
the Mind, and so he is asked to go in search of 
the Lotus which will enable him to understand its 
character. 

Bhima and Hanuman. — Bhima has to know 
the Mind, and so we are told that he saw 
Hanwman, who personifies the Mind, and the two 
recognized each other as brothers. 

Hanuman . — The word Hanwman is the same as 
Hanuman (hanu being also written as hanw, 
MWD.p. 1288), and it is derived from Hanu -mat, 
which is also written as Hanwmat (MWD.p. 1288). 
Hanwman (Ha,n,«,man for man) means, therefore, 
“(man, the root of Manas, the Mind) the Mind 
(m) woven with (n) the Senses of Knowledge, and 
(ha, signifying ‘certainty’ a characteristic of 
Buddhi: M.Vl.1, 95-66; MWD.p.l286) Buddhi.” 

Hanwman signifies, therefore, the association 
of the Mind with the Senses of Knowledge on the 
one hand and Buddhi on the other; and that is 
the true nature of the Mind. He is said to be 
a “Monkey-chief,” and it was with his assistance 
that Roma, the hero of the Romoyana, defeated 
his enemy Rovawa. We have seen that Roma 
personifies the energy of the Mind in Vaishnavism, 
and Rovaoa, the ten-headed monster, the ten 
Senses of Knowledge and Action; and the fight 
between them is a conflict between their 
corresponding systems of thought. Roma (Mind 
energy) can overcome Rovana, only when he 
grasps the connection of the Mind with the Senses 
on the one hand and Buddhi on the other, and that 
is Hanttmon. 
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Th^ Monkey-Banner of Arjuna. — Hani^man 
promises to help the Pandavas in their fight with 
the Kauravas on the battle-field of Kurukshetra, — 
“an argument relating to the imperative necessity 
of Action.” The two armies meet in Dharma- 
kshetra or the region of the Mind (the Vai^eshika 
system), and Man can succeed only if he knows the 
true nature of the Mind as associated with the 
Senses on the one hand and Buddhi or Reason on 
the other. That is the standard of Haimraan, 
which Arjuna (the Soul of Man) carries with himself. 

The Advice op Hanuman. — Bhtma has to un- 
derstand the nature of the Sacrifice or creative and 
selfless action of the Mind; and he must know 
that this is opposed to violence or force of any 
kind. Corresponding to this Hanwman advises 
him not to pluck anj’^ Lotus flowers by force of 
might. 


124 , Biiima and the Lotus. 

The Abode op Kuveba.— The Lotus is a sym- 
bol of the Sacrifice of the Senses, leading to the 
Mind. Kuvera is the deity of the Mind, and so 
Bhi’ma, directed by Hanwman, comes to the abode 
of Kuvera. 

Bhima and the Rakshasas. — There we are 
told that Bhima saw a number of Rakshasas and 
slew them. A Rakshasa is one who believes in 
Prakriti rather than God as the chief creator of 
life, and so Bhima “slew” or assigned them to 
Prakrit! in which they believed. He then plucked 
the Lotus flowers, the symbols of Sacrifice, of 
excellent fragrance and golden hue. 
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125. Absorption in Yoga. 

Absorption in Yoga. — The Mind of Man 
(Bhima) has realized itself and understood the idea 
of Sacrifice, and this leads to Buddhi as we have 
explained. With the attainment of Buddhi, the 
different energies of Man, — all except Prana— may 
be said to have realized their nature: and corres- 
ponding to this we are told that the other Pandava 
brothers and Draupadi came where Bhima was, 
and they all lived together for some time. Then, 
as Buddhi is the basis of Yoga, they all became 
absorbed in Yoga (system of thought). 

126. The Return op Arjuna. 

The Return op Arjuna. — Man has now realized 
the creative character of all his energies from the 
Soul to the Senses, and grasped the idea of Sacri- 
fice. He is established in qualified Monism, Visishta- 
dvaita or Yoga- Vedanta, where Buddhi is, for 
practical purposes, identified with the Soul, and so 
we are in a position to take stock of the progress 
he has made. Corresponding to this we are told 
that Arjuna (Soul or Prana) returned to his brothers 
(Buddhi and other energies), and recounted all his 
experiences to them. 



CHAPTER XXII 


THE VISIT OF KiJISHA^A 
OR 

A REVIEW OF THE PROGRESS OF MAN 

127. Dvaita-vana and Komyaka again. 128. The Visit of 
Krishna and Satyabh^/m«. 129. N^rada and Mf^rkan^/eya. 130. The 
Departure of Krishna. 

A Summary. 

Man is established in Yoga-Vedanta or qualified 
Monism, which is a part of Vaishnavismor Vedanta- 
Yoga-Vaiseshika. To examine the whole range 
of this thought, we must begin with the Vaiseshika, 
based on the Mind, once more, and then go up to 
Yoga, based on Buddhi. (Kamyaka and Dvaita 
Forests). 

After we have attained to Yoga, we can easily 
rise to Vedanta. (The Visit of Krishna). 

Let us now review the whole position 
again. We have to begin at the bottom of the 
scale, and understand the character of the Senses 
of Knowledge and Action and the idea of Sacrifice, 
which takes us to the character of the Mind, and 
completes the range of Sankhya-Nyaya-Vai^eshika, 
on which Buddhism and Jainism are based. (The 
Visit of Narada). 


3Q5 
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After Buddhism and Jainism we have to rise to 
iSaivism and Vaishnavism. (The Visit of MarkanJe- 
ya and Krishna). 

This completes all the principal systems of 
Philosophy and Religion, bey'^ond which we cannot 
go. (The Departure of Krishna). 

127. Dvaita-vana and Kamyaka Again. 

The Progress of the Pandavas. — Man has 
attained to qualified Monism or Yoga-Vedanta, the 
highest limit of knowledge he can acquire in the 
world of manifest life, holding that Buddhi may, 
for practical purposes, be identified with the Soul, 
and Prakriti is but a spectator of the work of God 
who alone creates. It is necessary to review the 
whole position once more and see by what stages 
of thought has Man arrived at this truth. 

Kamyaka, Dvaita-vana, and Kamyaka. — 
Yoga-Vedanta or qualified Monism is but a part of 
Vaishnavism (Vedanta-Yoga-Vaiseshika). We have 
always to begin at the bottom of the scale, 
and that is the Vaiseshika, based on the character 
of the Mind, and corresponding to this we have 
the Kamyaka Forest. Then we must attain to 
Yoga, based on Buddhi, corresponding to which we 
have the Dvaita Forest. Then we must know 
that the Mind is a meeting place of all principal 
systems of thought, and that is Kamyaka again. 
Corresponding to this we are told that in the 
twelfth year of their exile the Pandavas came to 
Dvaita-vana, and after that to Kamyaka. 
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128. The Vlsit op Krishna and Satyabhama. 

The Visit of Krishna and Satyabhama —Man 
has attained to Yoga-Vedanta, and corresponding 
to this we are told that Krishna, the Piirusha of 
Vedanta, accompanied by Satyabhama, the symbol 
of Satya, Buddhi, or Yoga, came to visit the 
Pawdavas. 


Satyabhama . — Satyabhama (Satya, bhoma) means 
“(Bhama, the feminine of Bhama) splendour or 
light of (Satya) Buddhi.” Satyabhama is thus an 
emblem of the creative energy (Woman) of Buddhi; 
and the union of Krishna and Satyabhama signifies 
qualified Monism or Yoga-Vedanta. It is for this 
reason that she is said to be the favourite wife of 
Krishna. 

Satya — We have explained that Satya refers to 
Buddhi, as in Satyava^i (MM. IV, 22-23). 

129. Narada and Markandeya. 

The Vjsit of Narada. — Man has attained to 
Yoga-Vedanta, and now we might review the pro- 
gress he has made. We must begin at the bottom 
of the scale, and that is the Sacrifice of the Senses 
of Knowledge and Action, which leads to the Mind, 
thus completing the whole range of Sankhya-Nyaya- 
Vai.seshika, on which Buddhism and Jainism are 
based. W’^e have explained that Narada signifies 
this Sacrifice of the Senses, and so we are told that 
he came to visit the Pandavas. 

The Visit of Mark.andeya. — After that Man 
must understand the character of ^Saivism or 
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Yoga-Vaiseshika-Nyaya and this will enable him 
to rise ultimately to Vaishnavism or Vedantii-Yoga- 
Vaiseshika. This completes the whole cycle of 
thought, and corresponding to this we are told 
that the great Sage Markandeya, who refers to 
Yoga as the highest point of iSaivism, came to see 
the Pandavas. 

Marlcandey(i — '^\iG word Markandeya (Ma, ark 
for arka, anda,, i, ya) means “(ya) he who refers to 
(i) the Mind associated with (anda) the creative 
energy of (arka, the Sun, symbolic of Buddhi) 
Buddhi, and (ma) the Senses of Knowledge.” 
“Markaadeya” embraces, therefore, the whole range 
of .Saivism extending from Buddhi to the Mind 
and the Senses of Knowledge. 

The Discourse or Markandeya.- As Mar- 
kawdeya refers to /Sfaivism, his discourse should bear 
on that system of religion; and, as /Saivism leads to 
Vaishnavism, it should refer to the latter system 
too. And we see that it is so. He tells Yudhish- 
<hira (the Buddhi of Man, the highest point of /Saiv- 
ism) that Man may be the doer of deeds and reap 
their fruit, but God is the real actor and creat r of 
life; and this is the teaching of Vedanta or Yoga- 
Vedanta. Then he tells him that he has seen 
VishTiM, the supreme deity of his own system of 
religion, and that Krishna is his complete incarna- 
tion. Vedanta is based on the character of the 
Soul which may, for practical purposes, be indent!- 
fied with Buddhi; and so Vedanta may in the same 
manner be identiiied with Yoga; and correspon ding 
to this Vishnu is said to lie in Yoga, and in that 
state to create. 



cw. xxn. 


THE VISIT Op KRISHNA 


309 


The DiscouTSB of Mark'indeya. — The discourse of 
MarkaTOdeya covers a very wide ground, and he 
describes the course of creation in the light of Yoga 
or Yoga- Vedanta. We have seen the connection 
between Vaishnavism and the religion of Brahma 
or Buddhism and Jainism (MM. II, Chapter XI), and 
and so we are told that Vishnu is the creator of 
Brahma, and the latter arises from the Lotus, a 
symbol of the Sacrifice of the Senses. 

Markandeya then describes the origin of the 
five elements, explains the difference between the 
manifest and the unmanifest, and points out that 
it is by means of Sacrifice or the control of the 
Senses that we attain to the heights of the spirit. 
He then explains the nature of the Soul, discusses 
the character of the three Gunas, and points out 
that Consciousness is the mainspring of Action; 
and then he shows that everything is 
connected with Pra?ia or the Soul, the essence of 
the supreme Spirit in each being. He then ex- 
plains the nature of Prana or Breath in its five 
forms, and shows that, though the Soul may be 
said to be seated in matter, it is active in itself and 
induces activity in others. 

130. The Departure of Krishna and 
Satyabhama. 

The Departure of Krishna and Satya- 
bhama. — Man has understood the connection 
between Purusha and Prakriti according to Yoga- 
Vedanta; and so Krishna and Satyabhama, who 
pesonify Purusha and Prakriti in this system, 
having done their work, depart. 



CHAPTER XXIII 


DURYODHANA IN DVAITAVANA 
OR 

THE IDEA OF BUDDHI IN QUALIFIED 
MONISM AND IN BUDDHISM AND JAINISM 

131. Duryodhana in Dvaita-varia. 

A Summary. 

Man is now established in qualified Monism, 
VDishiadvaita or Yoga-Vedanta, according to 
which Buddhi is for practical purposes identified 
with the Soul, and we hold that Prakriti is but a 
spectator of God who alone creates. But Buddhi 
or Mahat is also the first manifest form of Prakriti, 
the chief creator of life in Buddhism and Jainism. 
It is necessary, therefore, to distinguish between 
these two forms of Buddhi. (Duryodhana in 
Dvaita Forest). 

We see that these two forms of Buddhi are not 
the same, though they are often mixed up and 
confused, and the idea of Buddhi in Buddhism and 
Jainism cannot come anywhere near its counter- 
part in Vaishnavism. (The Disgrace of 
Duryodhana). 

131 . Duryodhana in Dvaita Forest. 

Duryodhana’s Desire. — Man has now been 
established in Yoga-Vedanta, Visishfadvaita, or 
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qualified Monism, which holds that Buddhi may, 
for practical purposes, be identified with the Soul. 
But Buddhi or Mahat is also the first manifest form 
of Prakriti, the chief creator of life in Buddhism 
and Jainism. What is the difference between 
them, and which of them is greater of the two ? 
It is this that Duryodhana desires to know. 

Sakuni’s Advice. — /iSakuni, who personifies 
Jainism, holds that their view of Buddhi as the 
first manifest form of Prakriti is superior to that 
of Yoga-Vedanta; and, in order to examine the 
truth of this, he advises Duryodhana, who 
personifies Buddhism, to visit the Paadavas, who 
claim to have attained to Buddhi in Yoga-Vedanta. 

Duryodhana’s Device. — Duryodhana desires 
to examine this point, but he is afraid that his 
father, who knows better, would not grant him 
permission to do so. He therefore promises that, 
if he is allowed to see things fi r himself, he would 
adhere to his own system of thought and remain 
content with Nyaya, tl.e foundation of the 
Hinayana school of Buddhism, -hoping that, once 
he is free to see life, he will be able to satisfy his 
curiosity. Corresponding to this we are told that 
he got the consent of Dhritarnrslffra on the pretext 
that he wanted to go out and see his herds of 
cattle (cows); and we have ex[)lained that the Cow 
(Go) refers to the Senses of Knowledge on which 
the Nyaya system is based, 

Dhritarashtra’s Advice. — But Buddhi as the 
first manifest form of Prakriti in Buddhism and 
Jainism cannot come anywhere near its idea in 
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Yoga-Vedanta, where Buddhi is for practical 
purposes identified with the Soul; and so Dhrita- 
rashfra, who knows this, desires Duryodhana not 
to go near Yudhishihira and he promises to do as 
he is told. 

Duryodhana goes to Dvaiti Forest. — 
Duryodhana desires to examine life for himself and 
• promises to confine himself to Nyaya, the found- 
ation of his own system of thought; and correspond- 
ing to this we are told that he went to the forest, 
saw his cattle, and counted his cows and calves. 
The Forest (Vana) is a symbol of Prakriti (va), 
which has to be examined in the light of our Senses 
of Knowledge (na), and that gives us the basis of 
Nyaya, personified by the Cow (Go). Having 
done this, he comes to the conclusion that Prakriti 
is the chief creator of life, and Mahat or Buddhi 
is its first manifest form, so that he believes that 
he has grasped the idea of Buddhi. Corresponding 
to this we are told that he came to the sacred lake 
of Dvaita Forest, like Indra himself. 

PAe Sacred Lake af Dvaita Forest . — We have 
explained that the Dvaita Forest refers to Buddhi, 
and Water or lake symbolizes Prakriti. The Jake 
of Dvaita Forest refers, therefore, to the associa- 
tion of Buddhi with Prakriti. 

Indra . — Indra is the deity of Buddhi, where 
Buddhi is for practical purposes identified with 
the Soul. Duryodhana believes that his idea of 
Buddhi is equal to that expressed by Indra him- 
self, and so he comes to this lake “like Indra.” 

The Gandharvas and Duryodhana. — 

Duryodhana personifies Buddhism or Vaweshika- 



Chap. XXIII. DURYODHANA IN DVAITAVANA 


313 


Nyaya, and this is included in /Shaivism or Yoga- 
Vaiseshika-Nyuya. Thus we might say that the 
place occupied by Duryodhana is occupied by other 
systems of thought as well; and corresponding to 
this we are told that the place which Duryodhana 
and his followers wished to occupy near the lake 
was already occupied by Gandharvas, who too 
personify the Mind and the Senses in all systems 
of thought relating to them. 

Gandharva . — The word Gandharva (Gam chang- 
ed to gan by rules of grammar, dha, r, va) means 
“(va) Prakriti associated with (r) the Senses of 
Action, (dha) Mind, and (gam for ga) the Senses of 
Knowledge.” This covers the whole range of 
Sankhya-Nyaya-Valseshika, on which Buddhism 
and Jainism are based, and Nyaya-Vai-seshika is a 
part of >Saivism (Yoga-Vais'eshika-Nyaya) too. It 
is this that is jjersonified by the Gandharvas, 

Gandharvas in Sacred Literature . — The word 
Gandharva often oceurs in the Vedas and later 
sacred literature, and its different meanings can 
all be understood in the light of the Mind and the 
Senses. For instance, the divine Gandharva is said 
to dwell in the sky or Ether, the basis of the Sen- 
ses of Knowledge and Action or Sankhya-Nyuya. 
His special duty is to guard Soma, which personi- 
fies the Mind, the basis of the Vaise.shiKa. Like the 
two Asvins, who personify the Senses of Know- 
ledge and Action, he too is a good physician. As 
Gandharva refers to the Mind, he is identified 
with Soma. As the Horse refers to the Senses 
in sacred literature, he is the guardian of the 
Sun’s horses. As he refers also to Praknti, which 
is symbolized as a Woman, he is said to have a 
mystical power over women and a right to possess 
them. The Gandharvas as a class are governed by 
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Varuwa, the deity of Prakriti, and we have seen 
that they refer to Prakriti. They are invoked in 
gambling with Dice or Aksha, which, as we have 
explained, refers to the Senses- In epic poetry 
the Gandharvas are the celestial musicians, and 
music or harmony of Sound is an attribute of 
Ether, which refers to the Senses. Their chief or 
leader is Chitra-ratha who signifies “(ratha) the 
body of (chitra) Imagination,” and we have seen 
how Imagination is born of the association of the 
Mind with Pra^^a (MM, IV, 187). Then they are 
said to be the creatures of Brahma, the deity of 
Buddhism and Jainism. Thus we see that the 
Gandharvas convey the same allied ideas and refer 
to the same chain of thought throughout sacred 
literature from the Vedas downwards (Cf. MWD. 
p. 346). 

Yudhishthira Assists Duryodhana. — Duryo- 
dhana personifies Buddhism, and the Gandharvas 
refer to Buddhism and Jainism, and two of the 
three schools of ^Saivism. Can the latter include 
or “imprison” the former? The Gandharvas hold 
that they can, and so they capture Duryodhana. 
The question, however, must be examined in the 
light of Buddhi or Reason, the highest point of 
-Saivism, and so we are told that the counsellors of 
Duryodhana came to Yudhishthira (Buddhi) for 
help. 

Yudhishthira holds that the whole question 
should be examined in the light of Buddhi as he 
understands it at present, that is, as identified for 
practical purposes with the Soul. Again, it should 
further be examined in relation to the character 
of the Mind and +he Senses, which both parties 
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personify. Corresponding to this we are told that 
he sent Arjuna (Soul), Bhima (Mind), and Nakula 
and Sahadeva (the Senses) to the assistance of 
Duryodhana. 

The Pan day as Defeat the G.andharvas. — 
Man has attained to Yoga-Vedanta, and so it is 
easy for him to overcome Buddhism and Jainism 
and their allied systems in Saivism too ; and so we 
are told that the Pawdava brothers fought with the 
Gandharvas and routed them. 

Chitrasena as a Friend of Arjuna.— The 
chief of the Gandharvas is Chitrasena or Chitra- 
ratha, and he personifies Imagination as we have 
explained. As Imagination is born of the action 
of Prana on the Mind, Chitrasena claims Arjuna 
(Prana) for his friends, and they are all reconciled. 

Duryodhana is set Free. — Then because 
there is no real opposition between the systems of 
thought personified by Duryodhana and the Gan- 
dharvas, the former is set free. 

Yudhishthira’s Advice. — Duryodhana is now 
made to realize that his idea of Buddhi is not the 
same as it is in Yoga-Vedanta ; and so Yudhi- 
sh^hira (Buddhi) advises him not to stay there but 
to go home; and he does so, overwhelmed with 
shame. 



CHAPTER XXIV 


KARAA’S CONQUEST OF THE WORLD 

OR 


THE IDEA OF SACRIFICE IN THE SANKHYA 

132. Kar-va and Sacrifice with tho Goldoii Plough. 

A Summary. 


Duryodhaxa has been obliged to admit that 
his idea of Buddhi is not equal to its counterpart 
in Yoga-Vedanta, but he is still reluctant to accept 
this view. Buddhi is identified for practical pur- 
poses with the Soul in that system, and so it is 
associated with Action like the Soul ; but Buddhi 
is characterized only by Knowledge in the system 
of Duryodhana, and he is unable to see how it can 
be otherwise. He admits the necessity of Sacrifice 
or essential, creative, selfless and beneficent Action 
indeed, but holds that the final goal of life should, 
in the light of Buddhi, be Knowledge and not 
Action. 


&Ian claims to have risen to his system of 
thought through the idea of Sacrifice. Is there 
nothing like that in Duryodhana’s system of 
thought in general, and in the Sunkhya in parti- 
cular ? All manifest life is Prakriti, and the physical 
world, which wo see around us, is nothing but 
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Prakriti. May we not say that Prakriti rules and 
acts everywhere ? Again, the creative energy of 
Prakriti corresponds to that of the Vegetable King- 
dom or semen virile, and the Earth itself is identi- 
fied with Food or Seed in the Upanishads, and all 
creatures live by Food. This no one can deny. 
(Karrea conquers the World). 

Food grows everywhere, and it supports life 
wherever it exists. The Seed grows in the soil 
and multiplies, and that may be said to be its 
Sacrifice. (The Sacrifice with the Golden Plough). 

132. Karna and Sacrifice with the 
Golden Plough. 

Man and Sacrifice.— -Duryodhana feels the 
disgrace of his defeat, and still more that he owes 
his freedom to the assistance of Man. Man has 
risen to his present height of thought through 
Sacrifice. Is there nothing corresponding to this 
in Duryodhana’s system of thought ? 

Karna conquer.s the VVorld.— Duryodhana 
personifies Buddhism or Vaiseshika-Nyaya, where 
Prakriti is conceived as the chief creator of life. 
T'he creative character of this Prakriti corresponds 
to that of Food or semen virile, and we see that 
Food is identified with the Earth, and it is Food 
that sustains all life. Again, we are told that 
by Food we conquer this world, by Food we 
conquer the other (SBE. I, 204); and it is 
this that gives us the creative power of Prakriti 
in Duryodhana’s system of thought. Corres- 
ponding to this we are told that, in order to 
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remove the cause of Duryodhaiia’s grief. Kama 
conquered the whole world for him, and we have 
seen that Kama personifies Grain, Food, or the 
Vegetable Kingdom, which gives us the creative 
energy of Prakriti in the Sankhya. 

The Sacrifice of Corn. — The problem of 
Food has been examined at great length in 
the Upanishads, and there we see its idea in 
the light of the different systems of thought 
( MM. II, 225, seq. ). All Sacrifice is creative 
action, meant for the benefit of all; and when 
the seed is sown in the soil and it multiplies, we 
may say that this is an act of Sacrifice on its 
part. Again, Food is meant for the Eater of 
Food or the Animal ( Man ), and it is swallow- 
ed by Prana or Breath, and so it is said to be a 
Sacrifice offered to the Soul whose vehicle is 
Prana ( MM. II, 227 ). There are thus two stages 
in the Sacrifice of Food. The first refers to the 
creative character of Prakriti in the Sankhya and 
its allied systems of thought, and the second to 
Vedanta. The first refers to the world of manifest 
life without any special reference to the Soul, 
while the second refers specially to the Soul. 

We have seen that Kama personifies Food 
or the creative character of Prakriti in the Sankhya, 
and so he refers to the first Sacrifice of Prakriti 
or Food, in regard to the growth of the Vegetable 
Kingdom. And corresponding to this he “con- 
quers” the whole world. When, however, we 
examine the problem of Food in relation to its 
Eater ( Prana or Soul ), we shall see how the idea 
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of Vedanta comes in, and Food is conceived as a 
Sacrifice offered to the Soul. That occurs in the 
battle of Kurukshetra, and Kama is defeated by 
Arjuna ( Prawa or Soul ). For the present, how- 
ever, Kama holds that the Sacrifice of Corn is 
the growth of the Vegetable Kingdom, when Seed 
multiplies. 

The Sacrifice with the Golden Plough. — But 
Seed grows when it is sown in a soil properly 
prepared to receive it. In other words, the ground 
must be ploughed to enable Seed to make this 
Sacrifice. And corresponding to this we are 
told that when Kama had conquered the world, 
Duryodhana offered a Sacrifice with the Golden 
Plough. As Gold refers to Buddhi or Reason, 
it means that Reason tells us that the Seed makes 
its best Sacrifice when the soil is properly ploughed 
and prepared. 

The Hope of Duryodhana. — After this 
Duryodhana believes that the Fandava brothers 
have already been slain by Karwa. In other words, 
he is satisfied that the creative character (Sacrifice) 
of Prakriti has been proved through the 
idea of Seed, and Man must admit its truth and 
agree that it is Food that sustains all life. 

The Brahmanas Disuade Duryodhana from 
Performing the Rajasuya Sacrifice. — After 
Kar^a had conquered the world, Duryodhana 
desired to perform the Rajaswya Sacrifice, but the 
Brahmawas opposed the idea, saying that so long as 
Yudhishfhirawas alive, Duryodhana could not per- 
form it. The Rajastiya Sacrifice refers to Buddhi as 
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the highest energy of life in the iSaiva system of 
thought. Duryodhana believes that his idea of Bud- 
dhi or Mahat, the highest energy of Prakriti, is the 
same, and so desires to perform this Sacrifice. But 
the Brahmanas, or those who understand the true- 
character of Buddhi, inform him that he is not 
competent to do so and that it is only a person 
established in Buddhi (Yudhishihira), such as 
it is in (Saivism, who can offer this Sacrifice. 
Duryodhana understands the point, and so offers 
instead a Sacrifice with the Golden Plough, the idea 
of which has now been explained. 



CHAPTER XXV 


JAYADRATHA AND DRAUPAD/ 

OR 

SACRIFICE IN RELATION TO 
BUDDHISM AND JAINISM 

133. Jayadratha and Draupad/. 134. The Disgrace of Jayadratha 
135. Jayadratha and Mah^deva. 

A Summary. 

We have examined the idea of Sacrifice in the 
pure Sankhya in relation to its counterpart in 
Naivism (RajasMya Sacrifice and Sacrifice with 
the Golden Plough) and seen the character of 
Buddhi in each, and now it is necessary to exam- 
ine it in Buddhism and Jainism as a whole in the 
same way. There are some people who, believing 
in Buddhism and Jainism, hold that they have 
grasped the only true idea of Sacrifice. (Jayad- 
ratha catches hold of Draupadi). 

But the idea of Sacrifice in these systems is in- 
complete, and cannot, in any case, come up to 
the idea of Sacrifice in Yoga-Vedanta in which 
Man is established now. (The Disgrace of Jayad- 
ratha). 

At the same time we must admit that there 
is some truth in the idea of Sacrifice as under- 
stood in Buddhism and Jainism too. Buddhism is 
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included in /Saivism, which in its turn leads to 
higher forms of thought. (Jayadratha and Maha- 
deva). 


133. Jayadratha and Dkaupadi. 

Jayadratha Carries away Draupadi. — We 
have examined the pure Sankhya idea of Sacrifice 
and now we should understand it in the light of 
Buddhism and Jainism (Sonkhya-Nyoya-Vaise- 
shika), of which the Sankhya is a part, and compare 
it with its counterpart in other systems as well. 
There are some who believe that the idea of Sacri- 
fice according to Buddhism and Jainism, viz., the 
Sacrifice of the Senses of Knowledge and Action, 
leading to the Mind, is the only true idea of 
Sacrifice. Now Draupadi personifies the Sacrifice 
of the Mind and the Senses and their objects, 
while Jayadratha personifies the idea of Sacrifice 
according to Buddhism and Jainism. As the two 
appear to have a great deal in eommon, we are 
told that Jayadratha came up to Draupadi in the 
absence of the Paweiavas (Man) and carried her 
away. 

Jayadratha . — Jayadratha ( Ja, ya, d, ratha) 
means “ (ratha) the body associated with (d) Sac- 
rifice (ya) which relates to (ja) the Senses of 
Action.” 

Yriddhakshatra . — Jayadratha is said to be the 
son of Vriddhakshatra ( Vriddha, ksha, t, ra ) 
which means “(ra) the Senses of Action associa- 
ted with (t) the Senses of Action and (ksha) the 
Mind (vriddha) full}’^ grown.” The idea of “Vrid- 
dhakshatra” extends from the Mind to the Senses 
of Action and so comprehends the whole range 
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of Buddhism and Jainism (Sankhya-Nyaya-Vaise- 
shika); and Jayadratha, as his “son,” may be said 
to be a child of these systems of thought, laying 
special emphasis on the pure Sankhya or the 
Senses of Action, for that is implied in his own 
name. 

The Kingdom of Jayadratha . — Jayadratha is said 
to rule ovei: Sindhu, ^ivi, and Sauvira; and these 
refer to the pure Sankhya or the Digambara 
school of Jainism, Nyaya-Vaiseshika or the two 
schools of Buddhism, and Sankhya-Nyaya or the 
two schools of Jainism, respectively. Hence 
Jayadratha, personifying Buddhism and Jainism, 
may be said to rule over these systems as king. 

Sindhu means “water, ocean, Varuwa;” 
and so may be said to refer to Prakriti or the pure 
Sankhya based on its creative character. We 
have explained that Water symbolizes Prakriti 
and Varuna is the deity of the pure Sankhya (MM. 
II, 162-163). 

Sivi. — #S'ivi {S, i, vi) means “(vi) the division of 
(i) the Mind and (s) the Senses of Knowledge,” on 
which the Vaiseshika and Nyaya are based. 

Sauvira . — Sauriva means “of Suvira” (S, u, vt, 
ra), signifying “(ra) the Senses of Action (vi) 
approaching (u) the Senses of Knowledge (s or sa, 
‘he who ’) personified.” “Suvira” thus refers to 
Sankhya-Nyaya, based on the character of the 
Senses of Knowledge and Action. 

The Husband of Duhsala . — Jayadratha is the 
husband of Duhsala, the daughter of Dhritarashira 
and Gandhart; and she personifies the Prakriti of 
Buddhism or Nyaya-Vaiseshika, as we have ex- 
plained ( MM. IV, 63 ). Thus Jayadratha, the 
Purusha of Buddhism and Jainism, has DuAsala 
or the Prakriti of Nyaya- Vaiseshika for wife; and 
the idea is clear. He cannot have anything to do 
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with the Prakriti of the pure Sankhya, for the 
latter knows no Purusha or God, 

Jayadratha in Kamyaka Forest . — As the Kam- 
yaka forest refers to the Mind, characterized by 
Kama or Desire, Jayadratha, who is associated with 
the Mind as the basis of the Vaiseshika, comes to 
this forest. 

Jayadratha Garries away Draupadi . — He sees 
Draupadi or the Sacrifice of the Mind and the 
Senses and their objects; and, believing tliat this 
idea of Sacrifice is legitimately his own, he takes 
hold of Draupadi and carries her away. But he 
has erred in his belief, and so Draupadi remon- 
strates. Dhaumya, who personifies /Saivism, does 
the same, but Jayadratha does not listen. 

134. The Disgrace of Jayadratha. 

The Disgrace of Jayadratha. — But the idea 
of Sacrifice, as expressed by Draupadi, refers not 
to Buddhism and Jainism, but to Vaishnavism 
in which Man has been established. It holds that 
God is the supreme creator of the universe; and 
so Draupadi cannot belong to Jayadratha, nor can 
he succeed in carrying her away by force. She 
belongs to Man established in Yoga- Vedanta or 
qualified Monism; and so we are told that when 
the Pawdava brothers (Man) returned and found 
her missing, they gave chase to Jayadratha, who 
ran away, leaving Draupadi behind. 

135. Jayadratha and Mahadeva. 

Jayadratha and Mahadeva. — Jayadratha has 
been made to realize that his idea of Sacrifice is 
inferior to that in -Vaishnavism, and so he wishes 
to know the exact scope of his own. We have 
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explained that Brahman or Brahma is the deity 
of Buddhism and Jainism (Sankhya-Nyaya- 
Vaiseshika), and Mahadeva of his own system of 
thought (Nyaya-Vaiseshika-Yoga). The two 
systems meet in the region of Nyaya-Vaiseshika 
or Buddhism; and so Jayadratha, who refers to 
Buddhism and Jainism, goes to Mahadeva to 
know if there is anything higher than these sys- 
tems. As he has to begin with Nyaya, he goes 
to the gates of the Ganga, the Prakriti of this 
system (MM. IV, 29). He accepts Mahadeva’s idea 
of religion, which includes Buddhism, and so that 
deity is gratified. Jayadratha desires to vanquish 
Man(Pawdavas) in the next argument or “battle,” 
but Mahadeva tells him that, inasmuch as Man 
has attained to Yoga-Vedanta or qualified 
Monism, it would be impossible for him 
(Jayadratha) to do so. He then explains to him 
the truth of Vaishnavism, the religion of Man, 
and Vish^iu its presiding deity; and tells him of 
the Trinity of Brahma, /S^iva, and Vishnu, — the 
three deities of the three principal systems of 
Philosophy and Religion. He then describes to 
him the incarnations of Vishnu, and informs him 
that Krishna is his complete image. Hence Man, 
established in Yoga-Vedanta or qualified Monism, 
is beloved of Krishna or God. It would be 
impossible for Jayadratha to defeat the Pandavas 
(Man), and all that he can do is to oppose them 
with his own idea of Buddhism and Jainism, and 
in some way confuse their Buddhi and Mind. But 
he cannot succeed against the superior knowledge 
of Man. 
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Vishnu is both Purusha and Prakriti . — 
Mahadeva describes Vish/^u as being both 
Purusha and Prakriti. Vishwu is the supreme 
Purusha of Vedanta, M^ho is conceived as the 
creator of Prakriti, and then, in union with her, 
creates all forms of life (Cf. MM. II, 265-266). 

Vishnu Lies on the Waters. — Vishnu is said to lie 
on the bosom of the Ocean, which symbolizes 
Prakriti. This expresses the idea of the union of 
Purusha (Vishnu) with Prakriti (Water or Ocean), 
after he has created the latter. He is the spirit 
and Prakriti the body, and the relation of the 
two is described as that between the Field (body) 
and the Knower of the Field (BhG.XIII); and so 
we are told that “the waters constituted the body 
of Vishnu.” 

Vishnu Lies on the Serpent Sesha. — Vishnu is 
said to lie on -Sesha, the Serpent, during his 
intervals of sleep (MWI).p.l089). This means that 
when Vaishnavism (Vishnu) is “asleep” or 
inactive, Buddhism (-S'esha) is active and awake. 
In other words, when Vaishnavism or belief in 
God declines, Buddhism or belief in Prakriti 
prevails. But when Vishnu wakes again, he 
creates the world anew to belief in God. 

-Sesha (*S,e,sha) means “(sha) the Mind (e) 
approaching (s) the Senses of Knowledge.” -Stesha 
refers, therefore, to Vaiseshika-Nyaya, on which 
Buddhism is based. He is said to be the king of 
Nagas, and we have shown that Naga (N,a,ga) 
personifies the Nyaya system of thought, and it 
is over this that -Sesha rules. 

Vishnu Desires to Create. — When Vishnu desires 
to create, he engages in thought. Tapas or power 
of thought refers to Buddhi, the basis of Yoga, 
while Desire is characteristic of the Mind, the 
basis of the Vaiseshika, The religion of Vishnu 
comprehends Vedanta-Yoga-Vaiseshika, and this 
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gives us an idea of creation in the light of 
Vaiseshika-Yoga (Cf. MM. II, 207-208). 

Brahma rises out of Vishnu. — Brahma is the 
deity of Prakriti and the systems of thought 
(Sankhya-Nyaya-Vaiseshika) based on the idea of 
Prakriti as the chief creator of life (MM. II, 
298-302). Brahma is said to rise out of the navel 
of Vishnu, and this tells us how Prakriti, which 
is identified with Brahma (MM. II, 302), rises out 
of Vishnu or God, that is, is created by him. 

The Mind of Brahma . — After Brahma is born, 
he creates the world by means of his Mind. This 
means that the Mind is the highest energy of the 
systems of thought over which Brahma presides. 
This has already been explained (MM. II, 299-300). 

The Incarnalions of Vishnu . — Mahadeva then 
describes the incarnations of Vishnu, and we have 
explained what they signify (MM. 1,127). We have 
also shown how Krishna is a perfect incarnation 
of the idea of God (MM. 1, 404, seq.) 

Krishna and Arjuna. — Then Krish??a and 
Arjuna are identified, and this explains how the 
individual Soul (Arjuna) can be identified with the 
supreme Soul (Krish?ia), when it is established in 
Vedanta and prevaded by the idea of God and 
unending Sacrifice. Then God (Krishna) becomes 
the guide or “charioteer” of the individual Soul 
(Arjuna). 

J ayadratha and Pandava Brothers. — Jayadratha 
can check the Pandava brothers in the absence of 
Krishna and Arjuna, and this is the boon of 
Mahadeva to the king. It means that Buddhism 
and Jainism (Jayadratha) cannot overcome 
Man if he is filled with a true conception of the 
individual and supreme Soul (Arjuna and 
Krishna). But in the absence of these, Man 
can easily be confused or checked. 
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THE STORIES OF RAMA AND SAVITR/ 

OR 

SACRIFICE IN VAISHNAVISM 

136. The Stories oi R.zma and Savitr/. 

We have seen that the idea of Sacrifice may be 
examined from different points of view. We have 
understood what it is in Buddhism and Jainism 
(Drona and Drupada) and also how we can rise 
from these systems to *Saivism by means of Sacri- 
fice. Man has risen now to Vaishnavism in the same 
manner, but has some doubts on the subject, and it 
is necessary to dispel them and explain to him the 
idea of Sacrifice through all the stages of this 
system, — in Vaiseshika, Yoga, and Vedanta. (The 
Stories of Rama and Savitri). 

136. The Stories oe Rama and Savitbi. 

The Geiee of Yudhishthira. — We have seen 
that there is a likelihood of confusion between 
different ideas of Sacrifice, and Jayadratha thought 
that his idea of Sacrifice in Buddhism and Jainism 
was the same as in qualified Monism or Yoga- 
Vedanta. And so we are told that Yudhishfhira’s 
mind was filled with grief that Jayadratha should 
have been able to carry away by force, even for a 
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moment, the chaste and pious Draupadi. He 
wishes, therefore, to understand the true character 
of Sacrifice in the whole range of Vaishnavism 
(Vaiseshika-Yoga-Vedanta), so that this confusion 
might not arise again. 

Markandbya. — We have explained that Mar- 
kawdeya personifies Yoga as the highest point 
of 5aivism and the centre of Vaishnavism, and 
so he is qualified to explain the idea of Saeri- 
fice according to both these systems. Corres- 
ponding to this we are told that he comforted 
Yudhishthira by reciting to him the Stories of 
Rama and Sita, and Savitri and Satyavan, which 
refer to this idea of Sacrifice. 

The Story of Rama. 

The Story of Rama. — It would be impossible 
to explain the Story of Rama in any detail within 
the compass of this Volume, and only a brief ex- 
planation must suffice. 

The Son of Dasaratha. — Rama is the son of 
Dasaratha, who personifies the Sacrifice of the 
Senses of Knowledge and Action which leads to the 
Mind. He refers, therefore, to the Sankbya, Nyaya, 
and Vaiseshika, corres ponding to the Senses and the 
Mind on which Buddhism and Jainism are based, 
and it is in the midst of these systems that Rama, 
the incarnation of Vishnu, is born. We have seen 
that the idea of Krishna as the son of Vasudeva 
and Devaki is similar too (MM. IV, 162-163), and 
all these incarnations are intended to show how the 
idea of God can be established among a people who 
do not believe in him. 



330 


THE MYSTERY OF THE MAHABHARATA 


Dasaratha . — The word Dasaratha (Da, sa, ra, 
tha) means “(tha) protecting (ra) the Senses of 
Action and of (sa) Knowledge associated with (da) 
Sacrifice.” 

The THREE Wives of Dasaratha. —Dasaratha 
refers to three systems of thought, — Sankhya, 
Nyaya and Vaiseshika, based on the idea that 
Prakriti is the chief creator of life. We have seen 
that Prakriti in these systems has three aspects, 
corresponding to which we have Sarasvati, Ida and 
Bharati in the Vedas, and Amba, Ambika, and 
Ambalika, as well as UlMpz, Chitrangada and 
Subhadra in the Mahabharata. The three wives of 
Dasaratha are the same three forms of Prakriti. 
Kausalya refers to the Mind or the Vaiseshika, 
Sumitra is the Prakriti of Nyaya, while Kaikeyi of 
the Sankhya. 

Kausalya . — The word Kausalya is derived from 
Kusala (MWD. p. 317), which is a name of ^iva 
(MWD. p. 297), the deity of the Mind. She may, 
therefore, be regarded as the Prakriti of the Mind 
or the Vaiseshika system. 

Sumitra . — Sumitra is the feminine of Sumitra 
(Su, m, it, ra) which means “(su) born of (m) the 
Senses of Knowledge (it for ita) excluding (ra) the 
Senses of Action.” As Nyaya is based on the 
Senses of Knowledge and Sankhya on those of 
Action, Sumitra is the Prakriti of Nyaya, exclud- 
ing the Sankhya. 

Kaikeyi . — Kaikeyi is the feminine of Kaikeya, 
which is derived from Kekaya (MWD. p. 311); and 
Kekaya (Ka, eka, ya) means “(ya) he who believes 
that (eka) the one and only thing is (ka) 
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Prakriti.” This is the pure Sankhya point of 
view, and Kaikeyi is the Prakriti of this system of 
thought. 

Dasaratha performs a Sacrifice. — Dasara- 
tha, like Drupada, is said to be without issue, and 
he had his sons after performing a Sacrifice. We 
have seen that, like Drupada, Dasaratha personifies 
the Sacrifice of the Senses of Knowledge and 
Action, and so his children will refer to Sacrifice in 
the different systems of thought. 

The four Sons of Dasaratha. — Da.saratha 
has four sons, and each of them personifies a crea- 
tive energy of life. Dasaratha refers to three 
sy. stems of thought, — Vaiseshika, Nyaya, and 
Sinkhya, corresponding to which we have Buddh- 
ism and Jainism, and these systems have been 
elevated by means of his Sacrifice. The Vaiseshika 
may now be said to refer to all its aspects 
in the three principal systems of Philoso- 
phy and Religion, — Vaishnavism ( Vedanta- Yoga- 
Vaiseshika), ^Saivism (Yoga-Vaiseshika-Nyaya), 
and Buddhism and Jainism (Vaiseshika-Nyaya- 
Sankhya), — and it is personified by Rama, who 
refers particularly to its aspect in Vaishnavism. 
In the same manner Nyaya has two points of view, 
in Naivism (Yoga-Vaiseshika-Nyaya) and Buddh- 
ism and Jainism (Vaiseshika-Nyaya-Sankhya), 
and corresponding to this we have the twins Laksh- 
maraa and Natrughna. Lastly, we have the pure 
Sankhya, on which the Digambara school is based, 
and that is personified by Bharata, the fourth son 
of Dasaratha. 
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Rama . — We have explained that Rama refers 
to the Mind (MM. I. 201, 334), and that is the 
signifieance of Balarama as well (MM. IV, 122-123, 
163-164). Rama personifies, therefore, the Vaise- 
shika, based on the character of the Mind; and as 
he is an incarnation of VishTiu, he would refer to 
that system in the religion of Vishnu, that is, 
Vedanta-Yoga-Vai.seshika. In other words, he 
personifies the Dualist school of Vaishnavism, 
based on its Vaiseshika aspect. 

Lakshmana . — Lakshmana (Laksh, ma, na) 
means “(na for na according to rules of grammar) 
the Senses of Knowledge associated with (ma) the 
Mind, conceived as (laksha) a mark or personi- 
fied.” He personifies, therefore, Vaiseshika-Nyaya, 
both as a part of (Saivism (YoKa-Vaiseshika-Nyaya) 
and Buddhism (Vakeshika-Nyaya). We have 
shown that though Buddhism is a part of *9aivism, 
and is based on Vaiseshika-Nyaya, the two systems 
really meet only on the common ground of Nyaya, 
and it is this that Lakshmana personifies. In 
other words, he expresses the relation of Nyaya to 
the Vaiseshika in all its aspects, and it is for this 
reason that he is a constant companion of Rama. 

. Satrughna. — »9atrughna {Sa, t, r, u, gh-na) 
means ‘"(na) the Senses of Knowledge and (gh) 
Action united together in one (conjunct conso- 
nant), and (u) the Senses of Knowledge associated 
with (r) those of Action, and (t) the Senses of 
Action associated with (sa) those of Knowledge.” 
He personifies, therefore, the different ways in 
which the Senses of Knowledge and Action can be 
associated together, and this corresponds to vSan- 
khya-Nyaya as we have seen. In other words, he 
personifies the two schools of Jainism. 

Bharata . — Bharata IBhara, ta) means ‘'(ta) the 
Senses of Action (bhara) supporting everything.” 
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This corresponds to the pure Sankhya as we have 
seen, and this is what Bharata signifies. 

Bharata also means Breath or Vrana, (MM. I, 
331, n. 1), both as the energy of Action associated 
with the element Air, and the vehicle of the Soul. 
The pure Sankhya holds that all Action belongs 
to Prakriti, and so it regards it as arising out of 
the physical energy of the Heart to which the idea 
of Praknti corresponds; and so Prana or Breath 
is eonceivcd as the element Air, and it is this that 
is signified by Bharata. 

Arjuna as Bharata . — Arjuna is called Bharata 
in the Mahabharata, and Bharata means “of Bha- 
rata.” As Arjuna personifies Breath or Pra?ia, 
the name is appropriate, and we have seen how we 
rise from the Sankhya to Vedanta through him. The 
idea of Bharata in the Mahabharata has already 
been explained (MM. IV, 6-7). 

The Four Brothers. — Thus we see how Rama 
and Lakshmana, personifying Vaiseshika and 
Nyaya-Vaiseshika respectively, form one pair; 
while S'atrughna and Bharata, personifying 
Sankhya-Nyaya and the pure Sankhya respect- 
ively, form another. In other words, the first 
two refer to Vaishnavism and *.9aivism and Buddh- 
ism, while the latter to the two forms of Jainism, 
with particular emphasis on the Digambara school. 

The Wedding of Rama and Sita. — Rama is 
married to Sita who, like Draupadi, is born. not of 
a woman but a furrow in the Earth, prepared by 
her father for a Sacrifiee. She is, thus, like Drau- 
padi, a symbol of Sacrifice. The wedding of Rama 
and Sita expresses, therefore, the idea of Sacrifice 
(Sita) in the Vaiseshika (Rama), by means of 
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which we can comprehend the idea of Vaishnavism 
(^^edanta-Yoga-Vaiseshika) to which Rama belongs. 

Sita . — Sita (S, i, t, a) means “(a, a sign of femi- 
nine gender) tlie creative energy of (t) the Senses 
of Action associated with (?') the Mind and the idea 
of is) God.” We have shown that the idea of God 
arises out of Sacrifice, and it is this that Sita 
represents. She refers to the Mind as associated 
with the Serrses of Action; and, as Rama also refers 
to the Mind, she is his ax>propriate “wife” or Pra- 
kriti. 

The Plot op Katkbyi. — Then we are told that 
Kaikcyi succeeded in sending Rama into exile, and 
her son Bharata was i)laced on the throne. Rama, 
accomi)anied by Sita and Lakshmana, went away 
in exile to the forest for fourteen years, while Bha- 
rata and /Satrughna remained behind. This means 
that the people had, for the time being, accepted 
Jainism (/S’atruglma), — sxjecially its Digambara 
school (Bharata) — for their religion, and given up 
or exiled Vaishnavism (Rama) and ^Saivism and 
Buddhism (Lakshmana) as well as the idea of 
Sacrifice associated with God (Sita). 

RaiVia Aisrn Havana. — Passing over the adven- 
tures of Rama in tlie forest, we come to the great 
ei)isode of his war with Havana, the ten headed 
demon who carried away Sita. The ten heads of 
Havana refer obviously to the ten Senses of Know- 
ledge and Action, over which the Mind presides, 
and this is also the significance of the name Hava- 
na. He personifies, therefore. Jainism and the 
Hinayana school of Buddhism, having Brahma for 
their God, and so we are told that Rava?ia was a 
worshipper of Brahma. 
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Ravam . — The word R-iva/ia is derived from 
“ru” which means “to cry” ( MWD. p. 879 ), 
and Rudra too comes from the same root ( MWD. 
p. 883 ). We have seen that Rudra or Mahadeva 
personifies the Mind, and there are said to be eleven 
Raudras, who refer to the Mind and the ten Senses 
of Knowledge and Action ( MM. I, 390-392 ). We 
are told in the Upanishads that the Raudras refer 
to the Senses, because it is our association with 
them that makes us cry. In other words, it is 
our contact with the Senses and i.heir objects that 
makes us unhappy. The name R'svafta is derived 
from the same root as Rudra, and the idea in 
both cases is the same. He refers, therefore, to 
Jainism and the Hmayana school of Buddhism cor- 
responding to the character of the Senses. 

Ravana Carries away Sita. — We have seen 
that Buddhism and the jkSvet«mbara school of 
Jainism have their own ideas of Sacrifice ; and, as 
Jayadratha tries to cari'y away Draupadi, even so 
does Ravana in connection with Sita. But Sita 
cannot belong to Ravana even as Draupadi cannot 
belong to Jayadratha, and tins has already been 
explained. 


The War BETWEEN Rama and Ravana.— Rama 
personifies the Vai^seshika as the lower limit of Vaish- 
navism ( Vedanta- Yoga- Vaisesliika ), while Ravana 
refers to Jainism and the Hinayana school of 
Buddhism, and so the “war” between them is a 
conflict between the corresponding systems of 
thought. 

Rama seeks Sita. — The Vaiseshika, as the 
lower limit of Vaishnavism, that is, the Dualistic 
school of this system, believes in Sacrifice and God, 
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and so Rama must find out Sita, the emblem of 
this Sacrifice . The question is how can this 
be done ? 

Rama is Assisted by Hanuman. —We have 
seen that it is by means of Sacrifice that we rise 
from a lower to a higher system of thought. 
Thus it is through the Sacrifice of the Mind that 
we rise to Buddhi, Conversely, if we uaderstand 
the nature of Buddhi, we might be said to have 
grasped the idea of the Sacrifice of the Mind : and, 
as we have seen, it is in this way that Arjuna 
is able to win Draupadi ( MM. IV, 155-156, 158 ). 
Rama too must do the same. He must grasp the 
idea of Buddhi, and that will enable him to be 
restored to the Sacrifice of the Mind associated 
with the idea of God ( Sita). This idea of Buddhi 
is, as we have seen, personified by Hangman 
and so Rama vanquishes Ravawa with his 
assistance. 

Hanuman finds OUT SiTA. — Hanaman personi- 
fies the idea of “Buddhi woven with the Mind and 
the Senses of Knowledge,” or the Mind associated 
with Buddhi on the one hand and the Senses of 
Knowledge on the other, and so he succeeds in 
findirg out the whereabouts of Sita or Sacrifice 
associated with the idea of God. 

The Victory of Rama. — The victory of Rama 
is the success of the Dualistic school of Vaishnav- 
ism which he personifies, over Buddhism and 
Jainism personified by Ravana. 
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The Return op Rama. — The reign of Bharata 
had meant the prevalence of Jainism. But now 
that Vaishnavism has come out victorious over 
both Buddhism and Jainism, Rama can return 
home and easily convert all people to his 
faith. 

Thp. Divah Festival. — The return of Rama 
is symbolic of belief in God ( Vaishnavism ) where 
Jainism or Prakriti ( Bharata ) had reigned before. 
Now Prakriti is personified by Tamas or Darkness, 
and Purusha or God by Light ( MM. I, 37, n. 1 ). 
It is said that Rama returned to his capital on a 
dark or a moonless night in the month of Asvin, 
and the people, to honour him, kindled lamps 
everywhere. The Asvins, as we have explained, 
refer to the Senses of Knowledge and Action (MM. 
I, 361, seq. ), on which the .two schools of Jainism 
are based. The month of Asvin signifies, therefore, 
i;he prevalence of Jainism, and that is also ex- 
pressed by the reign of Bharata. It is a moonless 
night ; and as the Moon symbolizes the Mind, it 
means that the idea of the Mind, on which the 
Vaiseshika is based, is absent. In other words, 
the people are wedded to pure Jainism, and do 
not accept Buddhism, /Saivism, or Vaishnavism, 
all of which refer to the Vaiseshika or the 
character of the Mind. And it is in these circum- 
stances (on such a night) that Rama (the Dualistic 
school of Vaishnavism ) comes back to his 
kingdom to re-establish his faith. The people 
readily follow him and honour the name of God 
( kindle lamps or have light where darkness or 
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Prakriti prevailed before ). This is the essential 
idea of the Stofy of Rama. 

The Story of Savitri and Satyavan. 

The Story of Savitri and Satyavan. — In the 
Story of Rama we see how the Saorifice of the 
Mind is associated with the idea of God (Sita), and 
how it vanquishes Buddhism and Jainism 
(Ravawa), and restores faith in God. The idea of 
the Story of Savitri and Satyavan is similar too. 
It tells us how to distinguish between the two 
ideas of Buddhi, — (1) as the first manifest form of 
Prakriti in the Sankhya and its allied systems, and 
(2) as the first manifest form of the Soul, where the 
tw'o may for practical purposes be identified, — as 
we have in Vaishnavism. The only way in which 
we can grasp the true character of Buddhi, that is, 
in its latter aspect, is to link it up with Sacrifice. 

Savitri. — Savitri is the Prakriti of the Mind, 
associated with the Senses of Action, leading to the 
idea of God, and so her character is the same as 
that of Sita as we have explained. 

Savitri . — The word Savitri ( S, a, v, i, t, r, i) 
means “(i, a sign of feminine gender) Prakriti asso- 
ciated with (r and t) the Senses of Action and (i) 
the Mind, and (v) Prakriti (a) leading to (s) God.” 
She expresses, therefore, the idea of the Mind associ- 
ated with the Senses of Action, and indicates how 
Prakriti leads to God. We have seen that it is by 
means of Sacrifice that this takes place, and all 
this is signified by Savitri. 

The Daughter of Asvapati . — She is said to be the 
daughter of Asvapati, the king of Madra. Asvapati 
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(Asva, pati) means “(pati) the lord of (asva) the 
Senses;” and so refers to the Mind, which is the 
master or lord of the Senses. It is in this character 
of the Mind that the idea of Savitri is born. 

Madra . — Madra (Ma, d, ra) means “ (ra) the 
Senses of Action associated with (d) Sacrifice and 
(ma) the Senses of Knowledge.” Thus we see that 
the Mind (Asvapati) rules over the Senses of Know- 
ledge and Action and their Sacrifice (Madra). 

Satyavan. — Satyavan personifies Buddhi first 
as Mahat where it is associated with Pralmti, and 
so he must “die” or be assigned to Prakriti; and 
then as identified for practical purposes with the 
Soul, when he comes to life again and brings light 
and happiness to all. This happens through Savitri 
or Sacrifice which leads Prakriti to God. 

Satyavan.— ay an is the first personal form 
of Satyavat (Satya, vat) which means “(vat) 
possessed of (Satya) Buddhi.” Thus he may be 
said to personify Buddhi. 

The Son of Dyumatsena . — Satyavan is the son 
of Dyumatsena, who personifies the Nyaya system 
of thought, which holds that God is a mere 
spectator of the work of Prakriti or has 
at best but a small share in it. It is in this 
system that the idea of Buddhi or Satyavan is 
born. In other words, we are to understand Buddhi 
as Mahat, conceived as the first manifest form of 
Prakriti in the Sankhya and its allied systems of 
thought, e.g., Nyaya. 

Dyumatsena . — The word Dyumatsena (Dyu, mat 
for mata, sena) means “(sena) the body (mata) 
regarded as (Dyu, the deity of Nyaya) the 
Nyaya system of thought.” In other words, he 
personifies the Nyaya system. 
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The King of Salva . — Dyumatsena is the king of 
iSalva, which refers to Sankhya-Nyaya or the Jaina 
S 3 r 8 tem of religion; and Nyaya or its <Svetambara 
school (Dyumatsena) rules over it as king. 

The word iSalva (S, a, 1, va) means “(va) Pra- 
kriti associated with (l)the ten Senses (a) leading 
to (s) the Senses of Knowledge.” We have seen that 
the ten Senses of Knowledge and Action correspond 
to Sankhya-Nyaya or Jainism, and the Senses of 
Knowledge refer to Nyaya. 

Dyumatsena becomes Blind . — Blindness in sacred 
literature is to be understood more in the sense 
of mental and moral than physical blindness. It 
also signifies belief in Prakriti, characterized by 
darkness (blindness). Dyumatsena is blind like 
Dhritarash/ra, because he has accepted blindly 
Jainism or Nyaya. 

The M.4.BRIAGE 0¥ Savitri and Satyavan. — 
Savitri symbolizes the Sacrifice of the Mind whick 
leads from Prakriti to God, and this gives us 
Buddhi, as we have explained, for we rise to 
Buddhi through the Sacrifice of the Mind. She 
must, therefore, be wedded to Buddhi, and that is 
signified by Satyavan; and so she chooses him for 
her husband. 

Satyavan must Die. — But Satyavan refers to 
Buddhi in the Nyaya system of thought, based on 
Prakriti as the chief creator of life, and so he must 
be assigned to Prakriti or “die.” AsYamaistho 
deity of Nyaya (MM. IV, 214), he comes to claim 
him for his own. 

Savitri saves Satyavan. — But Sacrifice can 
transform Prakriti into Purusha, and so it can 
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elevate Buddhi in Nyaya, a Prakritic system, to 
Buddhi in Yoga or Vedanta, which holds to 
Purusha as the chief creator of life. And so 
Satyavah (Buddhi in Nyaya), wedded to Savitri 
(Sacrifice associated with Buddhi), cannot be taken 
away by the god of Death. He belongs to Purusha 
or Life, not Prakriti or Death, and Savitri saves 
her husband from death in the same manner as 
Draupadi saved the Pondava brothers from shame. 
Satyavah then realizes the true character of Buddhi 
in Yoga and Vedanta and, as he abandons Nyaya, 
he has children and his parents are restored to 
their lost kingdom and sight. In this connection 
we have explained that Buddhism and Jainism 
regard birth as a ‘'curse,” while Yoga and Vedanta, 
hold that it is a blessing and God himself 
takes birth through Sacrifice. 

The Essence of the Stories. — Thus we see 
that the Stories of Rama and Sita, and Sovitn' 
and Satyavon explain the essential idea of Sacrifice 
in Vaishnavism in relation to Buddhism and 
Jainism, and it is this that Man needs to under- 
stand. 



CHAPTER XXVII 


KARA^A AND INDRA 
OR 

THE TRUE SACRIFICE OF FOOD 

137. Indra and Kar/ia’s Armour and Ear-rings. 

A Summary. 

We have explained the idea of Sacrifice in the 
different systems of Hindu Philosophy, and shown 
that even the Sankhya, which holds that all actions 
must be renounced, has its own idea of Sacrifice. 
It is based on Prakriti, whose creative energy is 
analogous to that of Food or semen virile^ and as 
all creation is said to take place through Sacrifice, 
Prakriti or Food in the Sankhya also creates by its 
means. And so this system denies Sacrifice to all 
but Prakriti, conceived as the sole creator of the 
universe. 

We have shown in an earlier chapter that one 
aspect of the Sacrifice of Food takes the form of 
the cultivation of the soil, — ploughing the ground, 
sowing the seed, and raising crops; and that is 
the idea of the conquest of the world by Kama 
and the Sacrifice with the Golden Plough by Dur- 
yodhana. But this gives us only the growth of 
Plant-life, which in itself is not creative, and 
becomes so only when the plant becomes food and 
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is eaten by a creature. Its energy is then trans- 
formed into blood and semen virile, and that is 
the physical energy of life on which the Sankhya 
is based. There are thus two stages in the Sacri- 
fice of Food or Corn. It must first be grown, and 
then prepared for food and eaten. We have seen 
the first stage (MM. IV, Chapter XXIV), and now 
we must understand how Food is prepared and 
eaten. (Indra and Kama’s Armour and Ear-rings). 

137 . Indra and Karna’s Armour and 
Ear-rings. 

Karna cannot refuse a Brahmana’s re- 
quest.-— Kama personifies Grain or Corn, and his 
ear-rings and armour constitute the form of Seed 
and its outer case or rind. Corn, when properly 
ripened, satisfies the needs of all, specially those 
who use their intelligence, and so we are told that 
when Kam-a was engaged in the worship of the Sun 
and his back was heated ( corn ripens ), he could 
never refuse the request of a Brahmam. 

Indra’s Request. — But before a man can eat 
food, the original form of corn must undergo a 
change. When food is cooked or otherwise pre- 
pared, the original form of grain is altered, and 
even if we take it in its primary state, it undergoes 
a change in the process of mastication. Thus we 
might say that the rind of grain is broken and its 
form changed when we eat food ; and correspond- 
ing to this we are told that Indra, desirous of bene- 
fiting the Pawdavas (Man), came to beg of Karwa 
(Corn) his natural armour and ear-rings (rind and 
form of grain). 
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The Sun’s Warning and Karna’s Vow. — 
Whwi the rind or the outer case of gratia is re- 
moved, and its form changed as we have explained, 
it cannot last long ; and so we are told that the 
Sun warned Kama that if he parted with his 
armour and ear-rings, his life would be shorteaied. 
But, as food is meant to be eaten, Kama replies 
that he has taken a vow never to refuse the request 
of a Brahmana, and so must suffer his armour and 
ear-rings to be taken away, even at the risk of 
his life. 

Karna’s request to Indra. — But though food 
is eaten by a creature, it has still great power over 
him. It supplies all his vital energy by means of 
which he can act ; and when it induces sleep, all 
his faculties, except Pra/ra, the vehicle of the Soul, 
are at rest. Breath alone, of all the energies of 
Idan, continues to function undisturbed; but his 
Buddhi, Mind, and the Senses, are aU deprived of 
their activity by the energy of food. This i^ the 
indestructible power of food when it is eaten by 
'Man; and so Karwa is said to have asked Indra for 
san indestructible dart in return for his armour and 
«ar-ring8, which the latter gladly gave. 

Indra’ s Weapon . — Indra agrees to give any 
weapon to Kar^^a except Vajra, which refers to 
electric or super-electric energy (MM. I, 166), the 
energy of the Soul itself. Food can have power 
over Buddhi, Mind, and the Senses, but pot over 
Prana or the Soul. In either words, it can succeed 
in restoring Buddhi Mind, and the Senses, buf not 
;give life which depends on Prana or the Soul, 
and is beyond the power of Food. 



CHAPTER XXVIII 


THE QUESTIONS OF THE CRANE 
OR 

THE END OF QUALIFIED MONISM 

133. The Questions of the Crane. 

A SUMMAKY. 

We have come to the end of all important pro- 
blems connected with the idea of Buddhi in its 
ovai character and identified for practical purposes 
with the Soul. Man began with Nyaya, holding 
that Buddhi or Mahat is the first manifest form 
of Prakriti; and then saw how the Sun. a symbol 
of Buddhi, creates all life in a spirit of Sacrifice. 
As we rise from a lower to a higher system of 
thought through Sacrifice, Man passes from Nyaya 
to the Vaiseshika by its means, and understands 
how this system is a meeting place of all principal 
systems of Philosophy and Religion, and so grasps 
the idea of Krishna, the God of Vaishnavism. He 
realizes that no one can prove the creative power 
of God by means of Reason alone, if he excludes 
the idea of Sacrifice. Then, after the Vaiseshika, 
he passes on to Yoga by means of Sacrifice, and 
grasps the character of Buddhi. But he remembers 
that Buddhi or Reason, as the highest point of 
/Saivism, is not a sure guide, and so he desires to 
understand the problem of life in the light of the 
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Soul which may, for practical purposes, be identi- 
fied with Buddhi. This satisfies his Reason 
(Buddhi), and at the same time enables him to 
view life from a higher stand-point. Then he 
understands that the Soul is eharacterized by 
Consciousness, which is the mainspring of all 
Action. Thereafter, knowing that Breath or 
Prawa is the vehicle of the Soul, he practises 
Prawayama or Breath-control, and realizes that 
the Soul is sexless, — neither male nor female. 
Then he sees that when the breath is suspended in 
Prawayama, the body yet lives, though unable to 
act. In this state Man ean realize not only the 
character of the Soul but of all other faculties 
too, — Buddhi, Mind and the Senses. In this way 
Man understands Buddhi in all its aspects, not 
only in its own character, but as identified for 
practical purposes with the Soul; and so he is 
established iu Yoga-Vedanta, Visishiadvaita or 
qualified Monism. 

Having understood this idea of Buddhi, it is 
necessary to compare it with Mahat or Buddhi 
of the Sankhya, where it is regarded as the first 
manifestation of Prakriti conceived as the ehief 
creator of the universe. 

We rise from a lower to a higher system of 
thought by means of Sacrifice, and so it is neces- 
sary to understand the idea of Sacrifice in the 
different systems of thought. We see that each 
system has its own idea of Sacrifice ; and even the 
pure Sankhya, which holds that all actions, of 
whatever kind, must be renounced, has its peculiar 
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idea of Sacrifice. Since all creation takes place 
through Sacrifice, the Sankhya denies Sacrifice to 
all save Prakriti, which creates by this means; 
and, as the creative energy of Food corresponds to 
that of Prakriti in the Sankhya, we must under- 
stand how Food makes its Sacrifice when corn 
grows and multiplies, and enables all creatures to 
live. 

After this we must understand the idea of Sac- 
rifice in Buddhism and Jainism, S'aivism and 
Vaishnavism. Finally Man has to understand that 
when we say that Prakriti creates through Sacri- 
fice, we really transform it into Purusha or God, 
for Sacrifice transforms the idea of Prakriti into 
that of God. 

Man has gone so far in his quest, and may be 
said to have been established in qualified Monism 
or Yoga-Vcdanta, where we hold that the universe 
is created by God and Prakriti is but a spectator 
of his work, and Buddhi is for practical purposes 
identified with the Soul. It is necessary to put 
the knowledge of Man to the test, and that is 
given in the questions of the Crane. (The ques- 
tions of the Crane). 

138 . The Questions of the Crane. 

The Questions of the Crane.— Man is estab- 
lished in qualified Monism or Yoga-Vedanta, and 
should be able to explain the character of this 
system of thought, and that is the idea of the 
questions of the Crane. 
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The Crane . — The word for a Crane in the text 
is Sarasa (S, a, rasa) which means “(rasa, ‘Water’) 
Prakriti (a) leading to (s) God.” The “Crane” 
personifies, therefore, the relation subsisting be- 
tween Prakriti and Purusha, and explains how we 
can rise from the idea of Prakriti to that of God. 
Man has to show that he has grasped this 
correctly. 

The Pandava Brothers feel Thirsty. — Man 
believes that the idea of Prakriti is really con- 
tained within Purusha or God; and so we are told 
that the Vandawa brothers felt thirsty and wanted 
to drink water. In other words, as water symbol- 
izes Prakriti, they wished to “drink” or take 
Prakriti (water) within themselves, as expressive of 
the idea that they had grasped the full character 
of Prakriti, and that it was contained within 
Purusha or God. 

Yudhishthiea Sends his brothers in Search 
OF Water. — Man believes that the question of 
the relation between Purusha and Prakriti can 
easily be examined in the light of the Senses, Mind 
and Prana or the Soul; and corresponding to this 
we are told that Yudhish^hira (Buddhi) sent his 
brothers one after another in search of water 
(Prakriti). They found it easily and, without 
heeding any one, bent down to drink. 

The Victims of the Crane. — But the question 
is not so simple, and requires to be carefully 
examined. And so we are told that the Crane 
cried out to the brothers to desist from drinking, 
and answer his questions first of all. But, as they 
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did not wait, we might conclude that they had not 
grasped the true idea of Prakriti in relation to God, 
and so not understood the true nature of God 
himself. Hence, it might be argued that they 
could not be assigned to Purusha or God, whose 
idea they had not clearly understood. In other 
words, they may be said to believe in Prakriti as 
a separate entity, and so might be “as.signed to 
Prakriti” or “slain.” Corresponding to this we 
are told that the four Pandava brothers fell down 
dead at the command of the Crane; and we have 
explained that Death refers to Prakriti and Life to 
Purusha or God. 

Yudhishthira Satisfies the Crane. — But 
Man has really grasped the idea of qualified Mon- 
ism or Yoga-Vedanta, based on the character of 
Buddhi, where it is for practical purposes iden- 
tified with the Soul. As Yudhishdiira personifies 
Buddhi, he is the best person to satisfy the Crane 
and answer all his questions relating to Purusha 
and Prakriti, based on the character of Buddhi 
in this system. And so we are told that Yudhish- 
<hira answered all the questions of the Crane, and 
the latter was satisfied and allowed the king to 
drink water (absorb or take in the idea of Pra- 
kriti) at his will. 

The Boon of the Crane. — Man has shown 
that he has understood the character of Buddhi 
in all its aspects, and believes that, as Buddhi 
may for practical purposes be identified with the 
Soul, and the latter is characterized by Action 
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through its vehicle Prana, — Buddhi too is charac- 
terized by Action and not merely Knowledge. 
The goal of life is, therefore. Action, and Action 
must live if this system is correctly understood. 
Corresponding to this we are told that the Crane 
was pleased with the answers of Yudhishihira, 
and bade him ask for a boon; and Yudhishihira 
desired that his brother Nakula, who personifies 
Arms as the instruments of Action, should live. 

The Grace of the Crane. — Then, if Man has 
grasped the correct idea of Yoga-Vedanta or 
qualified Monism, he belongs to Purusha and not 
Prakriti; and so all the Paniava brothers, who are 
but five parts of one Man, must live. Correspond- 
ing to this we are told that the Crane was pleased 
that Yudhish^hira had asked for the life of Nakula 
(Action) and no one else, and so restored all his 
brothers to life. 

The Crane and Dharma. — The Crane personi- 
fies the relation subsisting between Prakriti and 
Purusha, indicating how the idea of Prakriti leads 
to that of God. In other words, he expresses the 
character of these in Yoga-Vedanta or qualified 
Monism, based on the idea of Buddhi identi- 
fied for practical purposes with the Soul. Corres- 
ponding to this we are told that the Crane was 
really Dharma, the father of Yudhish^hira; and 
Dharma, as we have seen, personifies Buddhi (MM. 
IV, 82-83). 

The Advice of the Crane: The City of 
Virata. — Man has been established in Yoga-Vedanta 
or qualified Monism, and the next stage after this 
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is pure Monism or Vedanta, based on the character 
of the Soul, where we act for ever in endless Sacri- 
fice. But the Soul is unmanifest and dwells in the 
Heart; and even so God, the supreme Soul, dwells 
in the Heart of Prakriti or the universe. In other 
words, God is always present in Nature or Pra- 
kriti, — only we do not understand, — and it is by 
means of Sacrifice that he makes himself manifest. 

Man has now to pass on to pure Vedanta, and 
corresponding to this we are told that the Crane 
advised Yudhishdiira to pass the thirteenth year 
of his exile in the kingdom of Viraia. The number 
thirteen expresses the idea of the Soul, and Virata 
refers to the world of manifest life; and so when 
Man has understood the true nature of the Soul 
(number thirteen), he must show how it dwells 
like one unmanifest in the world of the manifest 
(Virata). Even so the Pawrfava brothers had to 
remain unrecognized (unmanifest) though living 
among the people of the world (manifest life). 

Virata . — Virata (V, i, r, a, ia) means “( la ) the 
Senses of Knowledge ( a) leading to ( r ) the Senses 
of Action, and ( i ) the Mind associated with ( v ) 
Prakriti.” Virafa personifies, therefore, the whole 
range of Buddhism and Jainism (Sankhya-Nyaya 
Vaiseshika), based on the character of the Mind 
and the Senses of Knowledge and Action, holding 
that Prakriti is the chief creator of the universe. 
It is in these systems (kingdom of Virata) that pure 
Monism of God has to be established through 
Sacrifice; and so the Pandava brothers (Man), 
headed by Draupadi (Sacrifice), desire to spend 
the thirteenth year of their exile in the kingdom 
of Yivata. 
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CHAPTER XXIX 

THE PAADAVAS IN THE KINGDOM OF 
VIRATA 

OR 

PURE VEDANTA IN THE WORLD OF LIFE 

139. The Disguise of tho P^iv/i?avas. 140. To Vira/a’s Kingdom. 

141. The Disposal of Weapons. 142. In the King’s Service. 

A Summary. 

Man is now established in pure Vedanta, based 
on the idea of the Soul characterized by self-con- 
sciousness. Each energy of which Man is composed 
must, therefore, become conscious of its true 
nature at this stage. (The Disguise of the Pareda- 
vas). 

The supreme Soul is unmanifest and dwells in 
the world of the manifest; and even so must 
Man in order to correspond to the idea of Vedanta. 
(To Virafa’s Kingdom). 

Pure Vedanta, based on the character of the 
Soul, has no connection with any other system of 
thought, and stands apart, unique by itself. (The 
Disposal of Weapons). 
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Vedanta holds that the goal of life is endless 
Action performed as a Sacrifice, and so Service may 
be said to be essential to the realization of 
Vedanta. (In the King’s Service). 

139 . The Disguise of the Pandavas. 

The Disguise of the Pandavas. — We have 
explained that the thirteenth year of the Pandavas’ 
exile corresponds to the establishment of Man 
in pure Vedanta, based on the character of the 
Soul. As the Soul is distinguished by self- 
consciousness, each energy of which Man is 
composed must realize its own character, that is, 
become conscious of itself, before he can be said to 
have understood completely the idea of Vedanta. 
Now the five Pandava brothers are the five great 
energies of Man, — Soul (Arjuna), Buddhi 
( Yudhishihira), Mind (Bhima), and the Senses 
(Nakula and Sahadeva). All these must become 
self-conscious and know their own nature as a test 
of Man’s knowledge of Vedanta; and corresponding 
to this we are told that the Pawdava brothers as 
well as Draupadi disguised themselves, and their 
“disguise” is intended to explain their true 
character as they really are. 

Yudhishthira as Kanka . — Yudhishfhira is said to 
have disguised himself as Kanka, which is really 
Kamka (Kam, ka), meaning “(kam) what is (ka) 
Buddhi?” In other words, he is one who under- 
stands the character of Buddhi. He is said to be 
an expert in the game of dice (Aksha) which, as 
we have explained, refers to the Senses of Know- 
ledge. In other words, the knowledge of Buddhi, 
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as personified by Yudhishdiira, can be explained in 
the light of evidence of the Senses or Pratyaksha 
Pramcma as it is called. This is Yudhislidiira in his 
true character. 

Bhima as Ballava. — Bh?’ma becomes Ballava, 
the cook; and Ballava (Bal, 1, ava) means “(ava for 
av) driving or animating (I) the ten Senses asso- 
ciated with (bal for bala) Breath or Prana.” In 
this connection we have pointed out that it is the 
Mind which drives or animates the ten Senses, and 
it is also associated with Prana or Breath. This 
is specially the idea of Bala-rama. 

A Cook. — Bh/ma is also called Paurogava, 
meaning “a cook.” But Paurogava is a Vriddhi 
or elongated form of Purasgava (MWD. p. 651), 
meaning “(Pnra.s) in advance or in front of (gava 
for ‘go’ or Cow, M WD.p.35l) the Senses of Know- 
ledge.” We have explained that “Go” or Cow 
symbolizes the Senses of Knowledge; and what is 
“in advance” of these is the Mind, which is some- 
times said to be the sixth sense. 

“Ballava” and “Paurogava” thus give us a 
description of the Mind as directing the ten Senses, 
as associated with Breath or Prana, and as “in 
advance” of or presiding over the Senses of 
Knowledge. 

Ariuna as Vrihannala . — Arjuna personifies the 
Soul, which has realized its character as a sexless 
being, neither male nor female. Corrcsjronding to 
this Arjuna becomes a person of the “neuter sex ” 
Again, we have shown that we rise from a lower 
to a higher stage through Sacrifice; and so we can 
grasp the character of the Soul through the 
Sacrifice of Buddhi. Corresponding to this Arjuna 
is called Vrihannala, signifying “the Sacrifice of 
Buddhi and the Senses of Knowledge and Action.” 

Vrihannala . — The word Vrihannala is a 
feminine form of Vrihannala (Vri, ha, d changed to 
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n by rules of grammar, na,la), meaning ‘ (la) the 
ten Senses and their objects, with (na) live of 
Knowledge, associated with (d) Sacrifice, and (ha) 
Buddhi associated with (vri) self-control.” 

Nakula as Granthika . — Nakula becomes “a 
keeper of horses,” and we have explained that a 
“Horse” in sacred literature symbolizes the Senses 
of Action. This corresponds to the idea of Kakula 
himself, who personifies Arms as the instruments 
of Action (MM. I, 70). 

Granlhika . — Nakula is also called Granthika, 
which really describes the special character of an 
Arm as possessing the largest number of joints in 
the body. The word Grantbika (Granthi, ka) means 
“ (ka) the body with (granthi) joints or knots. ” 
VVe see that the arm has really the largest number 
of joints in the body of man. 

Sahadeva as 7'antipala.-—Wc have explained 
that Sahadeva personilics the Logs of Man, and 
the word Sahade\’a refers also to the Senses of 
Knowledge (MM. IV. 219). Corresponding to this 
we are told that Sahadeva became a “counter of 
tin; King’s cows;” and the Cow in sacred literature 
is always regarded as a symbol of the Senses of 
Knowledge, the basis of Ny’wya. 

TujiC'paZr/.— Sahadeva is called Tantipula, 
which further describes the character of Legs as 
protecting the Feet, the instruments of motion; 
and this, as we have shown, is the idea of 
Sahadeva himself. The word Tantipala (Tam 
changed to Tan according to rules of grammar, 
ti, pula) means “(pula) protector (ti, an older form 
of iti) that is to say of (tarn for tama) the point 
of the foot.” Thus, “ Tantipala ” is a protector 
of feet, and so refers to the Legs of Man. 

Draupadi as Sairandkri.—Dvaupadi symbolizes 
the Sacrifice of the Mind and the Senses and their 
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objects; and, as Service is of the essence of 
Sacrifice, she becomes a maid-servant to the Queen 
of Viraia. 

Sairandhri . — Draupadi is called Sairandhri, 
which is the same as Sairamdhri, and signifies 
“the Sacrifice of the Mind and the Senses of 
Knowledge and Action.” The word Sairamdhri is 
the feminine form of Sairamdhra, which is a variant 
of Siramdhra (MWD. p.l248), and Siramdhra 
(S, i, ra, m, dhra) means “(dhra, derived from dhri, 
‘ to practise penance and self-control,’ MWD. pp. 
519, 521) the Sacrifice of (m) the Senses of Know- 
ledge and (ra) of Action, associated with (i) the 
Mind and (s or sa) God.” 

As a Woman personifies creative energy, 
Sairamdhri means “the creative Sacrifice of the 
Mind and the Senses of Knowledge and Action, 
associated with God,” and that is exactly the idea 
of Draupadi as we have explained. 

Sudeshna, the Queen of Virata . — We are told 
that Sudeshwa was the Queen of Virafa, whom 
Draupadi served. Sudeshna is the feminine of 
Sudeshna (S, u, deshna) meaning “(deshna) a gift 
of (u) the Senses of Knowledge (s or sa, ‘he’) 
personified.” 

As a “gift” refers to Sacrifice, Sudeshna may be 
said to be “the Sacrifice of the Senses of Know- 
ledge,” by means of which we rise to the idea of 
the Mind. She is thus a Prakriti or creative energy 
of Nyaya-Vaiseshika on which Buddhism is based; 
and so she is a fit consort of Viraia, who is the 
Purusha of Buddhism and Jainism. 

140. To Virata’s Kingdom. 

Dhaumya is left Behind. — Man has passed 
out from qualified Monism or Yoga-Vedanta into 
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pure Vedanta, and so he may be said to have 
given up ^aivism (Yoga-Vaiseshika-Nyaya). As 
Dhaumya personifies /Shaivism, the Paridava 
brothers part company with him to indicate the 
stage at which they have arrived; and so they 
send Dhaumya away and enter the kingdom of 
Virata alone. 

Draupadi Leads. — The Pawdava brothers 
proceed to the kingdom of Virata with Draupadi 
at their head. Man is established in pure Vedanta, 
and this means that Sacrifice (Draupadi) leads to 
this system in the world of manifest life (kingdom 
of Viraia). It is for this reason that Parva 
Mimansa, which deals with the idea of Sacrifice, 
is specially associated with Uttara Mimansa 
or pure Vedanta (MM. II, 181). 

Matsya . — Matsya is the name of the kingdom 
of Viraia, and Matsya ( Ma, t, s, ya ) means “( ya ) 
he who personifies ( s ) the Mind, ( t ) the Senses 
of Action, and ( ma ) the Senses of Knowledge.” 
Matsya refers, therefore, to Sankhya-Nyaya-Vai- 
seshika, on which Buddhism and Jainism are based; 
and we have seen that the idea of Viraia is 
the same. 

141. The Disposal op Weapons. 

The Disposal of Weapons. — Man is establish- 
ed in pure Vedanta, which conceives of God as 
the sole supreme creator of the universe. As this 
God “creates without implements” (R. I. P.II, 
436-437 ), Man, who takes after the idea of God 
completely at this stage, cannot have any “ imple- 
ments” or weapons. And so we are told that the 
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Pawc^ava brothers left all their weapons behind 
and tlien proceeded to the kingdom of Virafa. 

The Sami Tree. — As “weapons” refer to “in- 
struments of Action,” we are told that they placed 
them on a great Sami tree; and xSami means 
“effort, labour, toil” in Sanskrit (MWD. p. 1054 ). 

The Cremation Ground. — Man is established in 
pure Vedanta and holds that all Action, usually 
said to belong to Prakriti, really belongs to God, 
who creates “without implements.” Man has, 
thus, no need of “weapons,” or instruments of 
action, which are ascribed to Prakriti. He should, 
therefore, “burn” or “assign them to Prakriti.” 

But pure Vedanta belongs to the world of the 
unmanifest, and in the world of the manifest we 
can go only as far as Yoga-V^edanta or qualified 
Monism which may, for practical purposes, be 
identified with pure Monism. Hence Man cannot 
entirely “burn” his weapons; he can bring them 
as a near to “burning” as possible, that is place 
them in a “burning or cremation ground.” When 
he emerges from pure Vedanta into Yoga-Vedanta 
or the world of manifest life, he Avill need these 
weapons again. These actions are all conceived 
as a Sacrifice, and in the Bhagavad Gita we are 
told that the highest Sacrifice is the control of the 
Senses and Prana, offered to the Soul in the Fire of 
Yoga ( IV, 27 ), and the Fire of Knowledge is said 
to burn up all actions ( IV^, 37 ). 

The Corj)se as the Mother of the Pandavas. — We 
are told that the Pandavas tied a corpse to the 
(Sami tree, where the3'^ had placed their weapons, 
and called it their “mother.” Strange as this 
might appear, the idea is clear. Kunti, the mother 
of the Pandavas, is Prakriti of the Sankhya. They 
have now attained to pure Vedanta, which has no 
place for Prakriti as a separate entity in its 
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scheme. The idea of Prakriti, as apart from 
Purusha, may be said to be “dead” to them; and 
so they call the “corpse” their mother. 

142 . In the King’s Service. 

In the King’s Service. — Sacrifice is the 
essence of Vedanta, and Service is at the root of 
Sacrifice; and, as each part of Man is capable of 
a separate act of Service or Sacrifice in this world, 
the five Pan^^ava brothers enter the service of 
Virabi (manifest life). The different kinds of 
service undertaken by them have already been 
explained. 



CHAPTER XXX 


K/CHAKA AND DRAUPAD/ 

OR 

THE IDEA OF SACRIFICE IN PURE VEDHNTA 
AND OTHER SYSTEMS 

143. K chaka and Draupad/. 144. Bh/ma and K/chaka. 

A Summary. 

The idea of Sacrifice begins with Nyaya and 
ends in pure Vedanta, and we cannot live in the 
world without some measure of Sacrifice. The dif- 
ferent systems of thoughthave different ideas of Sac- 
rifice, and it is necessary to know this difference 
as between Vedanta on the one hand and Bud- 
dhism and Jainism on the other. (Kfchaka and 
Draupadf). 

The difference between them is obvious, and 
Buddhism and Jainism believe in Prakriti as the 
chief creator of life. ( Bhfma and Kfchaka ). 

143 . Kichaka and Draupadi. 

Kichaka and Draupadi. — Man has attained to 
pure Vedanta, based on the perfect realization of 
the Soul, the unmanifest within the manifest. But 
it is by means of Sacrifice that we rise from a 
lower to a higher system, and we have seen that 
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it is Draupadi, — the Sacrifice of the Mind and the 
Senses and their objects — who enables Man to 
attain to pure Vedanta, and so she is called 
Krishna, or “leading to Krishna,” the sole supreme 
creator of the universe. 

But other systems, besides Vedanta, have their 
own idea of Sacrifice too, and the attempt of 
Jayadratha to carry away Draupadi was intended 
to illustrate this difference as between Yoga- 
Vedanta or qualified Monism on the one hand and 
Buddhism and Jainism on the other. As Man has 
attained to pure Vedanta, it is necessary to 
examine this difference in the light-of this system; 
and this is the idea of the attempt of Kichaka to 
seize Draupadt. 

Kichaka . — The word Kichaka ( Ki, cha, ka ) 
means “ (Ki, derived from kim, as in ki-drisa, 
MWD. p. 282) what is (cha) the Mind in relation 
to (Ka) Prakriti ?” He refers, therefore, to the 
Mahayana school of Buddhism, which is based on 
the character of the Mind and the idea of Prakriti 
as the chief creator of life. He desires to obtain 
Draupadi, believing that he has grasped the true 
idea of the Sacrifice of the Mind and the Senses, 
which she personifies. 

The Queen promise.^ Assistance to Kichaka . — 
Kichaka believes that Draupadi should belong to 
him, and the Queen, his sister, agrees with him and 
promises to assist him. Draupadi, however, be- 
longs to a higher system of thought, leading to per- 
fect belief in God and not Prakriti as the creator of 
the universe, and so she resists him. But, as 
Kichaka is convinced that he has gra.sped the 
correct idea of Sacrifice, ho does not hesitate to use 
force. 
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Kichaha kicks Draupadi . — He maintains that 
the idea of all Sacrifice rises out of the Sacrifice of 
the objects of the Senses, — an idea which Draupadi 
herself personifies ; and corresponding to this we 
are told that he “kicked” her in the very presence 
of the king. 

A Kick . — The word used in the text here is 
Pada or “foot” means of which Kichaka 

“kicks” Draupadi. But Pada (Pa, da) also means 
“ (da) the Sacrifice of (pa) the objects of the 
Senses.” 


144. Buima and Kichaka. 

The Helplessness op Virata. — King Viraia 
personifies Buddhism and Jainism and so he 
cannot understand a better idea of Sacrifice 
than Kichaka himself. Hence Draupadi cannot 
get any justice from the king. 

Deaupadi’s Request to Bhima. — But there is 
a more correct idea of the Sacrifice of the Mind 
and the Senses and their objects than that which 
Buddhism understands. This Saprifice leads really 
to Vedanta in which Man has now been established, 
and the Mind of Man (Bhima), having understood 
itself, knows what it signifies ; and so Draupadi, 
the symbol of this Sacrifice, requests Bhima, the 
Mind of Man, to assist her in her need. 

The Advice op Bhima. — Bhima knows that 
Draupadi (Sacrifice) cannot belong to Kichaka, and 
so promises to assist her. He sees that Kichaka 
has not grasped the true idea of Sacrifice, because 
his system of thought, viz.. Buddhism, believes in 
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Prakriti and not Purusha as the chief creator of 
life. The question now is how can Kichaka be 
convinced of his error ? We have seen that the 
Mahayana school of Buddhism, personified by 
Kt chaka, is a part of Saivism, and ^aivism leads 
to Vaishnavism culminating in Vedanta. The 
simplest way to convince Kichaka, therefore, is to 
draw him out of the Mahayana school of Buddhism 
into Saivism, and then, passing into Vaishnavism, 
show him the error of his thought, — how his whole 
system is based on the idea of Prakriti and not 
Purusha as the chief creator of the universe, and 
so his idea of Sacrifice is not the same as in the 
latter system. Corresponding to this we are told 
that he advised Draupadi to beguile Kichaka to 
meet her alone in an empty Dancing Hall, and 
then he seized him and put him to death. 

Meeting at Night. — Kichaka has to realize that 
he belongs to a Prakritic system of thought ; and 
as Night symbolizes Prakriti (MM. I, 37, n. 1), the 
meeting is arranged at night. 

The Presence of Draupadi. — Kichaka needs to 
understand the idea of Sacrifice in relation to his 
system of thought, and so it is necessary that 
Draupadi should be present there. 

The Presence of Bhima. — Kichaka personifies 
the character of the Mind in the Mahayana school, 
and this has to be contrasted with the Mind in 
Vedanta; and so Bhima has to be present too. 

In the Dancing Hall. — We have to examine the 
character of the Mind in the Mahayana school of 
Buddhism, and it holds that the Mind is like 
one of the senses, and may be called the sixth 
sense. We have thus to examine the character 
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of the Mind in the light of the Senses of Knowledge 
and Action, and we have seen that the two kinds 
of Senses are to be referred to the two aspects of 
Ether, having elliptical and wave motion, which 
for convenience’ sake we have called Purushic and 
Prak?itic (MM. I, 121). Now Ether is character- 
ized by Sound and Motion (MM. I, 118 , 150-151), 
which may be expressed in terms of Music and 
Dancing ; and that is the idea of Arjuna’s learning 
Music and Dancing in the City of Indra as we have 
explained. K?chaka has to understand the relation 
of the Mind to the Senses, and so he is required 
to come to the Dancing Hall. 

The Point of the Episode . — Thus we see that 
the essentials of the “debate” are expressed in 
term of this episode of Kichaka and Draupadi in 
different ways. Kichaka and Draupadi meet at 
night in the Dancing Hall, and Bhima comes 
there; This means (1) that there is a debate be- 
tween two ideas of the Mind (Bhima and Krchaka); 
(2) that it relates to the Sacrifice of the Mind and 
and the Senses (Draupad?); (3) that the 
question of Sacrifice is to be examined in con- 
nection with Prakriti, the source of all Action 
(meeting at Night); and (4) that the idea of the 
Mind is to be examined in relation to the Senses 
(the Dancing Hall). 

Bhima Slays Kichaka. — It is not difficult to 
show the difference between the idea of the Mind 
in Buddhism and Vedanta; and, as Buddhism- 
believes in Prakriti as the chief creator of life, 
Bhima “slays or assigns to Prakriti” Kichaka who 
personifies the Mind in the Mahayana school of 
Buddhism. 

Kichaka and Oandharvas . — The people believe 
that Kichaka has been slain by the Gandharvas. 
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We have shown that the Gandharvas personif}'^ 
the Mind in association with the Senses (MM. 
IV, 313-314); and it is really by means of a correct 
apprehension of the Mind in relation to the Senses 
that Kichaka has been “slain.” 

The King Sentences Dbaupadi to be 
Burnt. — Buddhism and Jainism hold that Prakriti 
is the chief creator of life, and all actions belong 
to Prakriti. Hence even acts of Sacrifice are to be 
referred to Prakriti and not God. Corresponding 
to this we are told that king Virafa sentenced 
Draupadi (Sacrifice) to be “burnt” (or assigned 
to Prakriti). 

Bhima Rescues Draupadi.— But Sacrifice 
really leads to the idea of God, and so Draupadi 
cannot be “burnt.” As the whole idea depends on 
a proper apprehension of the Mind, it is Bhima 
who rescues Draupadi. 



CHAPTER XXXI 


TPIE COWS OF VIR^J’A 
OR 

THE PROOF OF VEDANTA 

145. The Capture of the Cows. 146. The Fight. 147. Uttara and 
Arjuna. 148. Arjuna in Arras. 149. The End of Exile. 150. The Defeat 
of the Kauravas. 

A Summary. 

Man has been established in pure Vedanta. 
But Vedanta is based on the unmanifest energy of 
the Soul, whereas Man has to live in the world 
of the manifest, and there Yoga-Vedanta or quali- 
fied Monism, according to which Buddhi is for prac- 
tical purposes identified with the Soul, is the nearest 
approach to Vedanta. But he must prove this 
position of Yoga-Vedanta in the light of evidence 
acceptable to the Senses or Pratyaksha Pramawa. 
(The Cows of Viraia). 

The advocates of Buddhism and Jainism hold 
that they alone can prove their point of view in the 
light of Pratyaksha Prama/ia. (The Fight). 

The position of Yoga-Vedanta or qualified 
Monism, as against Buddhism and Jainism, can be 
proved only by means of an examination of the 
character of the Soul acting in the world of mani- 
fest life. (Arjuna and Uttara). 
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We see that it is really the Soul that acts 
through its vehicle Prana or Breath in the world, 
(Arjuoa in Arms). 

Having proved this, Man claims to have been 
established in Vedanta or pure Monism, which in 
the world of manifest life may, for practical pur- 
poses, be identified with Yoga-Vedanta, Vi-sishia- 
dvaita or qualified Monism. (The end of the Exile). 

145. The Capture of the Cows. 

The Capture of the Cows. — The most con- 
vincing proof of all knowledge is that it should 
appeal to our Senses, that is Pratyaksha Pramana; 
and that is signified by the “Cow” or “Go” in sacred 
literature. Now the question is, Can we prove the 
truth of Vedonta, based on the character of the 
Soul, — the unmanifest within the manifest — by 
means of Pratyaksha Pramawa? As the Soul is 
unmanifest, it is obvious that it cannot admit of 
proof in the light of the manifest. In other words. 
We cannot prove its existence by means of any 
arguments based on the phenomenal world. What 
then is the position of Man established in Vedanta? 
The followers of Buddhism and Jainism believe 
that, inasmuch as their systems are based on the 
character of the Mind and the Senses, they alone 
can establish their truth by means of this evidence, 
and so they hold that the “Cows” of Viraia or 
manifest life should belong to them and them 
alone. Corresponding to this we are told that 
Duryodhana (Buddhism), advised by Kama 
(Sankhya or Jainism), invaded the kingdom of 
Viraia in order to capture his Cows. 
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The Kauravas’ Search. — We are told that the 
Kauravas searched for the Pandavas, but in vain. 
Man (Pandavas) is established in pure Vedanta, 
based on the character of the Soul; and it is only 
one who understands the true nature of the Soul 
who can “discover” him. As the Kauravas hold 
to Buddhism, based on the character of the Mind 
and the Senses, they cannot understand the truth 
of the Soul, and so they are unable to get any 
trace of thePawciavas established in Vedonta. 

The Part of Susarman. — Then it is said that 
one Susarman incited the Kauravas to undertake 
an expedition against the king of Matsya to cap- 
ture his cows. So long as Kichaka was alive, 
Virata was safe from attack; but after his death 
Susarman felt encouraged to rise against the king. 

Susarman personifies the correct idea of the 
Mind, in relation to the Senses of Knowledge 
and Action. Kmhaka also personifies the Mind, 
and after his death Virata, who refers to 
the Mind and the Senses, is left with the Senses 
alone; that is, he comes to believe in Jainism in- 
stead of Buddhism. Susarman, finding that the 
idea of the Mind is absent in Virafa, believes that 
the latter’s position has become untenable, and 
cannot be established in the light of the Senses 
of Knowledge, whose Sacrifice or creative action 
leads to the idea of the Mind. Hence he wishes 
to seize the Cows (Senses of Knowledge) belonging 
to Viraia, who after this loss would be reduced 
to the position of a Digambara Jaina, believing in 
the Senses of Action alone. 
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The Cow , — We have explained that the Cow or 
Go (Ga, u) personifies “(u) the Senses of Know- 
ledge associated with (ga) the Senses of Know- 
ledge.” 

Susarman . — Susarman ( Su, 5a, r, man ) means 
“(man for manas) the Mind associated with (r) the 
Senses of Action and (.sa) of Knowledge (su) made 
manifest.” 

The Expedition of Dtjbyodhana. — D uryo!* 
dhana believes in Buddhism, based on Vaiseshika- 
Nyaya or the Mind and the Senses of Knowledge, 
and when he finds that the idea of the Mind 
(Kichaka) is absent in Virata, he imagines that he 
can easily overcome the king, and prove that his 
is the truer creed and can be established through 
Pratyaksha Pramana or the evidence of the Senses. 
And so we are told that he undertook an expedi- 
tion against the king to capture his cows. 

146. The Fight. 

The Fight: Virata is taken Captive.— The 
kingdom of Virata, after the death of Kichaka, is 
a kingdom of Jaina thought, and against this 
Duryodhana or Buddhism is making “war,” with 
the object of seizing his “cows.” It is obvious 
that Buddhism, being higher than Jainism, can 
easily succeed against the latter, and so we are 
told that Virata was taken captive in the fight. 
But Virata meets with defeat because he has lost 
the idea of the Mind (Kichaka); and if that can bft 
restored to him, he would become free once ipp^. . 
And so we are told that Bhima, who personifies 
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the Mind, came to his assistance, scattered his 
enemies, and set the king free. 

147. Uttara ahd Arjuna. 

Uttara and Arjuna. — Buddhism and Jainism 
are both parts of the same system of thought, hold- 
ing that Prakriti is the chief creator of the universe, 
and Buddhism can easily overcome Jainism. But 
Jainism, by understanding the idea of the Mind, 
can rise to Buddhism once more, and so the con- 
flict between them is easily adjusted. Jainism, 
however, cannot triumph against Buddhism, unless 
it is converted to Vaishnavism or Vedonta, and 
this is by no means impossible ; for Jainism holds 
that Prakriti is the chief creator of life, whereas 
Vedanta gives the same creative power to Prakriti, 
only holding that Prakriti itself is created by God 
who gives her all this power. Thus, if Jainism can 
be guided by the correct notion of God or the 
Soul, it would be easily converted to Vaishnavism 
or Vedanta, and this would explain why certain 
forms of this system are allied to Vaishnavism 
(MM. II, 335, n. 1), Then it would overcome 
Buddhism, and corresponding to this we are told 
that Uttara, the son of Viraia, allowed Arjuna 
(Soul) to be his charioteer, and with his 
help succeeded in routing the Kaurava hosts 
(Buddhists). 

The offer of Arjuna. — After the death of 
Ktchaka, Virafa rules over the kingdom of Jaina 
thought, and its Digambara school is the very 
jntithesis of Vedonta, The triumph of Man. 
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established in Vedanta, consists in converting 

Jainism to Vedanta, and he believes that he can 

% 

prove its truth by means of Pratyaksha Pramana 
or such evidence as the Senses can regard as 
satisfactory. And so we are told that Arjuna 
(Soul) offered to become the charioteer (guide) of 
Uttara (Buddhism and Jainism) and promised'to 
win back for him the “ cows ” of his father. 

Uttara . — The word Uttara (U, t, tara) means 
“ (tara, a sign of comparative degree) greater than 
I t ) the Senses of Action and (u) the Senses of 
Knowledge.” What is greater than the Senses is 
the Mind, and this is what Uttara signifies. He is 
the son of Viraia, who too refers to the Mind as we 
have explained; only the idea of the Mind has been 
rendered obscure by the death of Kichaka. 

The Need of a Charioteer. — The Car in 
sacred literature is a symbol of the body, and a 
charioteer is one who directs it. Uttara personi- 
fies the Mind, and now the question is what should 
drive or impel the Mind in order that it should 
succeed against Buddhism ? We have seen in the 
Gambling Match that Buddhi cannot succeed, and 
so the only thing that can do so is the Soul. In 
other words, it is only when the Mind has a true 
perception of the Soul and comprehends the idea 
of Vedanta, that it can succeed against Buddhism. 
Uttara is, therefore, in need of a proper charioteer 
to enable him to succeed against the Kauravas; 
and that charioteer can only be Arjuna or the 
Soul. 
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Uttara’s Flight. — But each person in the 
Epic must retain his character througnout, and so 
Uttara cannot be completely converted to Vedanta. 
He continues to personify the Mind, and when he 
finds that he is opposed by advocates of Buddhism 
and Jainism (Duryodhana, Bhishma, Drona, Knpa 
and others), who understand the character of the 
Mind and the Senses equally well, he runs away 
from the “ fight ” or the debate. 

Arjuna brings back Uttara. — But if the 
Mind is afraid to be guided by the Soul, the Soul, 
established in Vedanta, can afford to be guided 
by the Mind, and the result will be the same. And 
so we are told that Arjuna brought back Uttara, 
made him his own charioteer, and took the field 
against the Kauravas himself. 

148. Arjuna in Arms. 

Arjuna in Arms. — The thirteenth year, corres- 
ponding to the idea of the unmanifest Soul, is at 
an end, and once again Man has to act in the 
world of manifest life, where Yoga- Vedanta or 
qualified Monism is the nearest approach to 
Vedanta or pure Monism. The Soul has to act in 
the world, and needs to make use of material 
things as its instruments of action. Prana or 
Breath is the vehicle of the Soul, residing in the 
Heart, and so Arjuna (Soul) equips himself with 
his bow Gandfva and his inexhaustible quivers of 
arrows, which refer to the form and functions of 
the Heart and its in-coming and out-going Breath. 
Then, as Man has accepted Yoga-Vedanta as the 
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nearest approach to Vedanta in the world of 
manifest life, and Gold is a symbol of Buddhi, the 
basis of the Yoga system (MM, I, 53, n. 1 ; II, 
129-130), Arjuna hoists a golden flag on his 
chariot ( body ), bearing the emblem of the 
Ape, and goes out to fight with the Kauravas 
(Buddhists). 

The Emblem of the Ape . — The idea of Hangman, 
the Monkey-chief, has already been explained. 
The word for Monkey in the text is Kapi, which 
too has been explained, 

149. The End of the Exile. 

The End of the Thirteenth Year. — He who 
is wedded to Buddhism and Jainism cannot easily 
comprehend the nature of the Soul even when it 
is identified, for practical purposes, with Buddhi, 
the basis of Yoga. Hence Duryodhana (Buddhism) 
cannot believe that the thirteen years of the exile 
of Man, — and this number refers to the Soul — 
could have come to an end. But he who has grasped 
the basis of /Saivism (Yoga-Vai«eshika Nyaya) even 
at its Nyaya stage, can understand some of the 
implications of the Yoga system and of Buddhi in 
relation to the Soul. And so we are told that 
Bhishma, who personifies Nyaya in both Buddhism 
and >Saivism (Vaiseshika-Nyaya and Yoga- 
Vai.seshika-Nyaya), explained to Duryodhana that 
the thirteen years of the exile of the Pawdavas 
were really over, and that they had entered the 
fourteenth year after their exile. 

The InteV'Calary Month. — Bhishma shows that 
by the inclusion of the inter-calary months a period 
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of twelve years and some months may be 
calculated as thirteen. The number twelve refers 
to Buddhi, and thirteen to the, Soul; and here we 
see how “a little more than twelve” (Buddhi) may 
be made equal to thirteen (Soul). Thus we see how 
Buddhi may, for practical purposes, be identified 
with the Soul; and this is the idea of Yoga- 
Vedanta or qualified Monism, based on the 
character of Buddhi, identified with Vedanta or 
pure Monism, based on the character of the Soul. 

150. The Defeat of the Kauravas. 

The Defeat of the Kauravas. — Man has 
based himself on Yoga- Vedanta as identical for 
practical purposes with pure Vedanta in the world 
of manifest life, and is prepared to prove his 
position in the light of Pratyaksha Prama?ia or 
evidence satisfactory to the Senses. It is not 
difficult to see how he can hold his own; and so 
we are told that Arjuna defeated the Kauravas 
and brought back the Cows and other wealth of 
Virafa won by the enemy. The Kauravas then 
return to Hastinapura, the city of Nyaya and 
the centre of Buddhism and Jainism (Sankhya- 
Nyaya-Vaiseshika) in disgrace. 

Arjuna Resumes his Disguise. — Arjuna is 
easily able to defeat the Kaurava hosts. The 
essence of the battle or debate, — even as it was in 
the Gambling Match or will be in the Battle of 
Kurukshetra — is whether the Soul is an actor or 
not, and we have seen how all systems of Hindu 
Philosophy can be rendered in terms of Knowledge 
(renunciation of Action) or Action as the final goal 
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of life (MM. II, 119-122). Arjuna is able to prove 
that the Soul is an actor, even as God is the 
creator of the universe, and so necessary actions 
must be performed as a Sacrifice. But this is only 
a preliminary skirmish between the rival systems 
of thought, and the whole question has to be 
fought out in detail on the Field of Kurukshetra. 
The world yet believes that it is Prakriti that 
acts. This, however, is not opposed to the theory 
of Vedanta if we hold that it is God who creates 
Prakriti. Now the kingdom of Viraia corresponds 
to Buddhism and Jainism, and still the people 
believe that it is Prakriti that is the chief creator 
of life. The Mind is the highest energy in this 
system (Sankhya-Nyaya-Vaiseshika), and it is 
personified by Uttara. Arjuna (Soul) has satisfied 
Uttara (Mind) that it is the Soul that acts, and 
now he does not care if the people still continue to 
believe in Prakriti. He knows that the time will 
soon come when Man would reveal himself and 
they would know the truth. For the moment he 
is content to leave things as they are, for the truth 
is that the Soul acts through the Mind (Uttara) 
when it associates with Prakriti; and havi-g done 
its work, it retires into itself, and the people 
imagine that it is the Mind that acts and not the 
Soul. Corresponding to this we are told that 
Arjuna bade Uttara declare that it was he (Uttara) 
who had defeated the Kauravas and brought back 
his father’s Cows; while he himself (Arjuna) took 
off his weapons and resumed his sexless disguise 
once more (expressive of the idea that the Soul is 
neither male nor female). 
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UTTARA, ARJUNA, AND ABHIMANYU 

OR 

THE CHARACTER OF THE SOUL IN 
YOGA-VED.4NTA 


151. Uttara and Abhimanyu. 152. The P.rw^mvas in Upaplavya. 

A SUMMAKY. 

Man is established in Yoga-Vedanta or qualified 
Monism as the nearest approach to Vedanta or 
pure Monism in the world of manifest life, and 
so it is necessary for us to understand the character 
of the Soul as it acts in the world, ( Uttara and 
Abhimanyu ). 

That will tell us how Man can live in the 
midst of Nature or Prakriti. (The Pawdavas in 
Upaplavya ). 

151. Uttara and Abhimanyu. 


Arjuna and Uttara. — Man is established in 
Yoga-Vedanta as the nearest approach to pure 
Vedanta in the world of manifest life, and so it 
is necessary for us to understand the character 
of the Soul as it acts in association with Nature 
or Prakriti. We have explained that the Soul , at 
this stage is for practical purposes identified with 
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Buddhi, and it acts through the Mind ; and when 
its task is done, it retires into itself once more 
and regains its true character as Soul. The Soul 
cannot now permanently ally itself with Prakriti 
or Nature. It has known all that Nature has to 
show; and it has realized its own character as 
sexless and contactless. And yet it must make 
use of the forms and forces of Nature as its in- 
struments. Man, therefore, associates with these 
for a space, and when his work is done, retires 
into himself once more. Corresponding to this we 
are told that when king Viraia came to know who 
the Pawdavas were, he offered the hand of his 
daughter Uttara to Arjuna, but the latter declined. 

Uttara . — Uttara is the feminine of Uttara who, 
as we have explained, refers to the Mind. As a 
Woman symbolizes Prakriti, Uttara would be 
Prakriti characterized by Mind -energy. 

Uttara and Abhimanyu. — But can we say that 
the Soul has no contact whatsoever with Nature or 
Prakriti ? We have seen that the Soul does associ- 
ate with Prakriti, and then it is transformed into 
Egoism or Abhimana, and that is the idea of 
Abhimanyu, the son of Arjuna ( the Soul ). Again, 
we have seen in the case of Balarama that the 
Soul is transformed into Egoism when it associates 
with Prakriti through the Mind. Hence we might 
say that though the Soul cannot, at the Yoga- 
Vedanta stage, “marry” Uttara, the Prakriti of 
the Mind, Abhimanyu ( Egoism ) very pro- 
perly can. And so we are told that Arjuna 
declined the hand of Uttara, but accepted her for 
his son, and the two were married in due form. 
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The Arrival ok KRisHfiA, — Man is established 
in Yoga-Vf d6nta, nrd holds that it is Gcd alone 
who creates, and Nature, if it be a separate entity, 
is but a spectator of his work; and so Krishna, the 
supreme deity of this system, comes to share the 
jo}' of the Fandavas at the wedding of Uttara and 
Abhimanyu. 

152 . The Pandavas in Upaplavya. 

The Pandavas in Up.ApLAVYA.- iVIan is estab- 
lished in Yoga-Vedanta as tlie nearest approach to 
pure Vedonta in the world of manifest life. He 
has to live in the world, and corresponding to this 
we are told that the P«ndava brothers lived in a 
town called Upaplavya. 

Upaplavya . — Upaplavya (Upa, plav, ya) means 
“( ya ) Buddhi. and ( plav for plava, ‘flood of 
water’ ) Prakriti ( upa ) joint together ’’ It means 
that Man, established in Buddhi, the basis of Yoga 
or Yoga-Vedanta ( qualified Monism ), lives joint 
with Prakriti or the manifest world, and that is 
Upaplavya. 


End of Volume IV 
Part I. 
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